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She turned her head, looked at Theo’s angry face, and cautiously asked, 
“What will you do if Ellinor really doesn’t care about you anymore?” 

Theo’s jaw tightened; he didn’t say a word and just started the car. 

After seeing his reaction, Sophia figured that there might be no chance left 
between him and Ellinor, the only link left between them would be the child in 
Ellinor’s belly. 

So she let out a sigh of concern. “Theo, if it’s really not working out, don’t 
force it! From today’s interaction, I also felt that Ellinor is a bit hard-headed. 

I’m not saying Ellinor is bad, it’s just that she doesn’t seem right for you. You 
guys being together might just wear each other out.” 

After taking a turn, Theo replied, in his low voice. “She’s still young and a bit 
childish, so I’ll apologize on her behalf for today. If today’s incident has hurt 
you, I’ll have someone take you to a plastic surgery hospital and provide you 
with ample compensation.” 

Sophia was taken aback. “Theo, what are you talking about compensation 
for? We’ve been friends for years; it doesn’t have to be like this! And I didn’t 
think much of this little injury on my forehead.” 

Theo gave her a brief acknowledgment and just focused on driving, not saying 
much else. 

But Sophia didn’t plan on stopping there; she tentatively asked, “Theo, if you 
think Ellinor doesn’t care about you anymore, why are you still apologizing for 
her?” Sophia had known this man for over a decade, and she had never seen 
him apologize before. 

Now he apologized for another woman? 

This shocked Sophia. 



Without thinking too much, Theo just sighed and said, “Ellinor is the wife I 
chose; if I don’t take responsibility for the problems she causes, who will?” 
Sophia was very surprised, feeling both envy and a bit of jealousy. 

Even under these circumstances, Theo still considered himself Ellinor’s 
husband? 

Sophia managed a weak smile. “Ah! Ellinor is really lucky to have a husband 
like you. Theo, you’re so good to her; she shouldn’t leave you!” 

Theo let out a cold laugh. “She’s too heartless.” 

Theo dropped Sophia back at her hotel, turned down her invitation to come up 
for a while, and drove off straight away. 

In the afternoon, Belinda rummaged through all the food in the fridge and 
started to prepare dinner. 

Since she was not leaving today, she decided to cook something nice for the 
pregnant Ellinor. 

Chase followed her, grinning as he watched her in the kitchen. 

“Need a hand?” 

Belinda didn’t really want Chase to bother her here because she got nervous 
with Chase around. 

But she knew there was no way she could get Chase to leave. He wouldn’t 
listen to her. 

So it was best to just try and ignore him. 

“I don’t need any help; just don’t mess things up!” 

Although Chase was not perfect, he did understand some basic etiquette. He 
knew leaving a guest to cook alone was impolite. So he rolled up his sleeves 
and went over to the sink. “I’m not much of a cook, so I can only help you 
wash the veggies.” 

Belinda gave him a surprised look and then nodded. She stepped back a bit, 
leaving the task of washing the vegetables to Chase while she went to 
prepare other things. 



Actually, Belinda wasn’t much of a cook either. She only signed up for a 
cooking class to impress Chase. 
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She was a rich girl and had lived the high life ever since she was a kid, but for 
love, she started to hit the books. 

Because she had a clear goal, she leamed quickly and even mastered a few 
dishes. 

She felt a bit silly when looking back now. The first time she worked her ass 
off studying. It was all for a guy, not for herself. 

Belinda, who was prepping to cook, heard what Chase said, causing her 
cheeks to flush a bit, but she was mainly annoyed. “Mr. Larios, if you want to 
help, then zip it. If you want to keep chit-chatting, then you can see yourself 
out!” 

Chase chuckled. I was just speaking my mind. Did I ruffle your feathers?” 

Belinda just huffed and ignored him. 

Just as they had everything ready to cook, they heard the front door open 
from outside. 

Both of them looked towards the door and saw Ida walk in, looking beat, with 
a bouncy Byran following behind her. 

Byran and Belinda saw each other. They both frowned and almost 
simultaneously asked. 

“Why are you here?” 

“Why are you here?” 

Ida was a bit surprised to see Belinda busy in the kitchen, but she didn’t ask 
anything and just walked over to Chase. “Where’s the boss?” 

Chase washed his hands. “She’s getting some sleep in her room.” 



Ida nodded in relief, took off her coat, and tossed it on the couch. She then 
went to Ellinor’s room, knocked on the door, and went in. 

Byran knew better than to follow. He ran to the kitchen and slanted his eyes at 
Belinda. “Belinda, why are you here cooking? Is it because of Chase?” 

Belinda glared at him. “Shut it! Don’t spout nonsense! I should be asking you 
why you came back with Ms. Gipson. How far have you two gone?” 

Byran puffed his chest and spoke without hiding anything. “We’re dating!” 

Belinda rolled her eyes. “I can’t believe Ms. Gipson fell for a kid like you!” 

Byran scrunched his brows, looking upset. “What do you mean? Who are you 
calling a kid?” 

You, kiddo!” 

“Belinda! Just because Theo is your uncle doesn’t mean I won’t stand up to 
you!” 

Belinda scoffed. “I don’t need to mention my uncle to deal with you! Just one 
call to your brother, saying you’re here, and he’ll send someone to pick you 
up. You 

wanna bet?” 

Byran’s eyes widened; he was clearly scared. “Don’t! I… I don’t want to go 
home yet! Your food looks delicious; I’ll leave after eating.” 

Belinda smirked. “You’re not here for the food. You’re here for Ms. Gipson, 
aren’t you?” 

Byran’s cheeks turned red. With a boyish shyness, he lifted his chin defiantly. 
“You knew and still said it! What’s wrong with wanting to spend some time 
with my -girlfriend?” 

Belinda smiled faintly. “Nothing; it’s all good. Go find your girlfriend; don’t get 
in my way here!” 

Byran didn’t seem to want to leave. He stared at her with his big eyes, 
curiously watching her. “I’ve already told you why I’m here, but you haven’t 



told me why you’re here cooking! Tell me, are you messing around with 
Chase?” 
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Belinda grabbed a cucumber from the table and hurled it at him. “What do you 
mean we’re messing around? Watch your mouth!” 

Byran ducked the flying cucumber “Okay! I misspoke. Are you and Chase 
together?” 

Belinda’s face darkened even more. “No!” 

Byran furrowed his brows, he was genuinely confused. “Then why are you 
here helping with the cooking?” 

Belinda scoffed. “My aunt is here! Is there a problem with me taking care of 
her?” 

A light bulb went off in Byran’s head. “Oh, so you’re here for Ellinor! Speaking 
of, how are Ellinor and Theo? Why didn’t she go back to the Blanchet Villa 
and instead came here?” 

Mentioning Ellinor and Theo gave Belinda a headache. 

“Their meeting went south. Some conflict happened, and they went their 
separate ways, so Ellinor came here,” 

Byran was also concemed about Ellinor. “Didn’t Theo follow her? He’s been 
searching for her everywhere; he should have come!” 

Belinda shrugged helplessly. “I have no idea what happened, but Theo didn’t 
come. I’m here to watch over Ellinor for him.” 

Byran thought for a moment and moved closer to Belinda, intending to ask 
more questions, but was abruptly pulled away by the neck by someone from 
behind. 

Chase, with a smirk but a stern tone, said, “Talk all you want, but keep your 
distance! Don’t you know the rules between men and women?” 



This made Byran laugh uncontrollably. “You’re lecturing me on keeping 
distance? You’re the one who’s always crossing the line!” 

Once he said this, Belinda glanced at Chase and then turned her face away. 

Chase shoved Byran away. “If you’re not gonna help with the cooking, go 
watch TV in the living room. Don’t mess around here!” 

Byran straightened his collar. “I see. Both of you are just jealous! Belinda, let 
me tell you, Chase isn’t a faithful man; be careful!” 

Chase shot a playful glare at Byran. “Believe it or not, I can make Ida break up 
with you in a heartbeat.” 

This deflated Byran’s arrogance somewhat, and he sauntered off to the living 
room to watch TV. 

Belinda lowered her head and started cooking. 

Chase moved to her side and whispered. “I know I’ve messed up before, but 
can you give me a chance to change?” 

Belinda didn’t look up at him. “Mr. Larios, you’re barking up the wrong tree. 
You should find a girl who’s willing to give you a chance, not someone who’s 
already 

taken.” 

Chase was silent for a while and didn’t say anything more. He picked up the 
sauce-stained bowls from the table and went to wash them. 

Belinda breathed a sigh of relief. 

Good thing she had her principles; otherwise, she might not have been able to 
resist surrendering to Chase, especially after his convincing display today. 

If she didn’t have a boyfriend now, she might have fallen into the trap of love 
again. 

But forget it! She had decided to cultivate her relationship with Jacob; she 
couldn’t think about anything else! No dirty thoughts! She had to stay clear-
headed. 



Byran sat in the living room, munching on snacks and watching TV. With 
curiosity in his eyes, his gaze drifted unintentionally towards the kitchen. 

If Theo knew that his beloved niece, Belinda, was involved with a playboy like 
Chase. 
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After Belinda finished cooking, Chase started helping Belinda with the dishes, 
getting ready to dig in. 

Byran, starving like a wolf, went into the room to drag Ida out to eat. 

Belinda, hands freshly washed, came out of the kitchen to see Ida and Byran 
sitting side by side, with Chase sitting across from them and an empty seat 
beside 

him. 

Chase was looking at her, grinning like a Cheshire cat, as if he were waiting 
for her to take the empty seat. 

The only other seat was at the head of the table. 

She wasn’t keen on sitting next to Chase, but a guest couldn’t just take the 
host’s seat, right? 

So, she ditched the idea of sitting there, didn’t move a muscle, and asked, 
“Where’s Ellinor?” 

Ida responded. “She said she wasn’t hungry and would eat later.” 

Belinda frowned. “No can do. The food will get cold. I’ll fetch her.” 

With that, she pivoted and headed to Ellinor’s room. 

Rapping on the door, Belinda walked in to find Ellinor in bed, engrossed in a 
thick book. 



“Auntie… I mean, Ellinor, it’s time to eat! You can read after we’re done, let’s 
eat first 

Ellinor glanced at her. I’m not hungry yet; you guys go ahead.” 

Belinda said sternly. “That’s not on! You’re pregnant now, so you need to eat 
properly! Think about the baby, if not yourself!” 

But Ellinor wasn’t phased. “I know what’s best for my baby. Skipping one meal 
won’t do any harm. I just need some alone time, so can you please leave?” 

For some reason, Belinda was getting spooked by Ellinor, so she stopped 
nagging. “Alright! I’ll just set aside some food for you so you can eat it 
whenever.” Ellinor wasn’t keen on eating, but she knew Belinda wouldn’t take 
no for an answer. So, she let her have her way. 

As Belinda was leaving, a gust of cold wind made her shiver. She noticed that 
Ellinor’s window was slightly ajar. 

It was already dark outside, and the temperature had dropped. It was the 
perfect recipe for catching a cold. Pregnant women couldn’t just pop pills. If 
she caught a cold, it would be a whole new headache. 

With that thought, Belinda decided to shut the window before leaving. 

While closing the window, she inadvertently glanced downstairs and saw a 
familiar car and a familiar silhouette. 

“It’s my uncle! My uncle’s downstairs!” Belinda recognized the man downstairs 
and blurted out excitedly. 

Ellinor, still engrossed in her book, barely twitched an eyebrow and didn’t 
even lift her head. 

After noticing Ellinor’s indifference, Belinda rushed over and grabbed her 
hand. “Auntie! No, I mean, Ellinor. Look! My uncle really is downstairs!” Ellinor 
nonchalantly pulled her hand back, raising an eyebrow. “He’s probably here to 
pick you up. It’s getting late; you should go home with your uncle.” Belinda 
frowned and said, “No way! My uncle wouldn’t be here for me. If he wanted to 
pick me up, he’d call me first. But he’s just standing there, waiting.” 



Initially, Ellinor wanted to ignore her, but Belinda yanked her out of bed, 
dragging her to the window to take a look. 

And she saw him. Theo was leaning against his car, casually puffing on a 
cigarette with his gaze fixed on the upper floors. 

Even though they were several floors up and the man’s features were 
obscured by the distance, it still felt like his gaze was locked onto her. 

This distant stare-off was enough to stir up some restlessness in the 
otherwise calm Ellinor. 
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Belinda said excitedly, “He must’ve come to see you, but maybe he was too 
shy to come upstairs. These old-school guys are all the same. Ellinor, should I 
go and call him up?* 

“He’s not welcome here.” After staring down at the street for a few seconds, 
Ellinor pulled the curtains shut. 

Out of sight, out of mind! 

Ellinor’s cold attitude made Belinda’s interest wane. She pouted helplessly, 
then sneakily peeked out of the curtains again, only to find that the street 
below was empty. Her uncle and his car were gone. Had he left? 

Why couldn’t he wait a bit longer to show Ellinor his sincerity? 

Ellinor couldn’t be bothered to go back to bed. “Didn’t you say you wanted to 
eat? Let’s go!” 

Belinda nodded, managing a forced smile. “Okay! Let’s go eat together.” 

Ellinor came out of her room and naturally took the head seat at the dining 
table. 

With Ellinor present, Belinda didn’t feel as awkward sitting next to Chase. 



Once everyone was seated, they started eating and chitchatting. 

Belinda’s cooking skills were top-notch. Her dishes were delicious and won 
everyone’s praise, which made her a bit shy. 

As Byran was eating, he started thinking. “Ellinor, when your baby is born, will 
he or she consider ida a godmother?” 

Ida served him some vegetables while signaling for him to shut up with her 
eyes. 

But Byran didn’t think he asked anything inappropriate and awaited Ellinor’s 
answer. 

Ellinor gave him a glance. “What are you trying to say?” 

Byran flashed his pearly whites. “If your baby considers Ida a godmother, that 
means I’m the godfather. Then I’d have a child. I can’t believe I, Byran, will 
have a child at eighteen.” 

Ida, Ellinor, and Chase were speechless. 

Belinda rolled her eyes. She really couldn’t understand why a mature and 
independent woman like Ida would be into a big dummy like Byran. 

Just when Byran had made things incredibly awkward, the doorbell rang. 

Belinda jumped up immediately. “It must be my uncle! He finally couldn’t resist 
coming upstairs to see Ellinor. I’ll get the door.” 

After saying this, she dashed off to open the door. 

Everyone at the table looked at Ellinor to gauge her reaction. 

However, Ellinor paused for a moment, showing no particular reaction. 

When Belinda opened the door, her smile gradually faded, and her eyes were 
filled with disappointment. 

It wasn’t her uncle. 

Outside, Balfour was a bit surprised to see Belinda open the door. He looked 
at the house number, thinking he had the wrong address. 



Belinda asked, “Balfour, what brings you here? Are you here to pick up 
Byran?” 

Balfour’s eyebrows furrowed slightly. “He’s here?” 

Belinda nodded. “Yes, he’s inside eating. Byran, your brother is here for you!” 

Balfour pinched his brow. “I’m not here for him.” 

Belinda looked at him curiously. “Not here for Bryan? Then your visit is for…” 
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Balfour asked, “Is Ellinor here? I’m looking for her.” 

Belinda looked a bit puzzled. “You’re looking for Ellinor? Balfour, are you two 
close or something? What’s up?” 

Before Balfour could even reply. Ellinor showed up behind Belinda, calmly 
staring at him, “You need something from me?” 

Seeing Ellinor approaching, Belinda naturally stepped aside to make room for 
her. 

Upon seeing Ellinor, who had been missing for hall a year, Ballour’s eyes 
tightened and then relaxed again, as a hint of emotion flashed in his eyes. 
“Ellinor, where have you been these past six months?” 

Ellinor frowned. “It seems like everyone’s been asking me that today, I don’t 
have to report my whereabouts to you guys. Isn’t it enough that I returned 
safely, no matter where I’ve been?” 

The usually arrogant Balfour didn’t get mad at Ellinor’s straightforward 
response. Instead, he nodded in satisfaction. “Yeah, as long as you’re back 
and safe!* 

Ellinor didn’t bother to say more; she just turned around and went back to her 
room. 



Balfour followed her in, spotted a few people by the dining table, and gave Ida 
and Chase a nod. 

Meanwhile, he noticed that the spot next to Ida was empty, but there were 
signs of used cutlery on the table. 

Balfour squinted his eyes; he didn’t have to think twice to know whose spot 
that was. 

Who else could it be but his good-for-nothing brother? 

Upon hearing his brother’s arrival, Byran hid under the table. 

But Balfour wasn’t there for him today; he didn’t have time for him. 

He walked straight towards the room Ellinor just entered, knocked on the 
door, and went in. 

After closing the front door, Belinda returned to the dining table with a puzzled 
look on her face. “What’s going on? Why would Balfour look for Ellinor? 
What’s their deal?” 

Ida and Chase exchanged glances, but neither of them answered her 
question. 

They weren’t in a place to talk about the boss’s life. 

Chase pulled Belinda aside. “Don’t worry about it; just sit down and continue 
eating.” 

Belinda sat down with a confused look on her lace. Only then did she notice 
that someone was missing from the table. 

“Huh? Where’s Byran?” 

Chase pointed under the table with a laugh. 

Belinda was stunned for a moment, then quickly looked under the table. 

Sure enough, Byran was hiding under the table. 

Belinda couldn’t help but laugh. “Hahaha! Byran, you’re such a scaredy-cat! 
It’s just your brother, not the big bad wolf!” 



Even though Byran felt embarrassed, he didn’t dare crawl out from under the 
table. He looked at Belinda with annoyance. “I wouldn’t be scared if it was the 
big bad wolf. Keep your voice down; don’t let my brother find me.” 

Inside the room. 
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Ellinor was lounging in bed, lazily flipping through the pages of her unfinished 
book. She knew Balfour had followed her in, but she didn’t give a damn. 

Balfour scanned the room, then looked at his clearly pregnant sister and said, 
“Ellinor, how about coming home with me?” 

Ellinor casually turned a page. “Home? I am home. What other home should I 
go to?” 

Balfour moved next to her and sat down gracefully, “Stop messing around. 
You know what I mean.” 

Ellinor looked up. “Mr. Howard, can you first tell me how you knew I was 
here? Was it your brother Byran or your pal Bartlett?” 

Balfour didn’t beat around the bush. “It was Theo.” 

Ellinor was taken aback. She didn’t see that one coming. 

“Huh, I thought you two were sworn enemies. Didn’t expect you to be in 
touch.” 

Balfour sighed. “Ellinor, let’s not fuss about that now. I won’t ask where you’ve 
been for the past six months. But seeing you heavily pregnant and living alone 
makes me worried. Come home! I’ll have someone look after you property, 
okay?” 

Ellinor looked at Balfour as if he were a stranger. “Mr. Howard, I appreciate 
your concern, but I’m home already. I’m not going anywhere.” 



Balfour reached over and gently stroked her head. “I know you’re still mad at 
me and haven’t forgiven me yet. But you can’t ignore your health now that 
you’re pregnant. Come back with me to the Howard family’s home. Whatever 
you decide. I’m with you.” 

Ellinor laughed. “I’m not ignoring my health, Haven’t I been taking good care 
of myself for the past six months? Mr. Howard, you don’t need to worry about 
me. Now that you’ve seen I’m doing fine, you can go.” 

Balfour frowned. “Ellinor!” 

Ellinor raised an eyebrow. “What? Not used to me not being as docile as 
Patricia?” 

Balfour was taken aback. “No, I didn’t mean that. I wouldn’t compare you two.” 

Ellinor gave him a faint smile. “Mr. Howard, I understand your concerns and 
your good intention of taking me back with you. 

But have you ever thought about how you will explain to your family who I 
am? 

Even if you disclose to them that I am your long-lost sister, how will they 
react? 

I’m already pregnant. Will the elders be upset because I’m unwed and 
carrying the enemy’s child? 

The elders of the Howard family already have a bias against our mother and 
misunderstand her deeply! If you bring me back now, wouldn’t it just give them 
more reasons to criticize our mother’s upbringing? 

I don’t want my situation to become a hot topic among the Howards.” 

Balfour looked at Ellinor with a complex expression. “Ellinor, our grandparents 
aren’t as bad as you think; you’ve met them.” 

Ellinor’s eyes flashed with sarcasm. “Really? But I’ve already given them the 
benefit of the doubt. If I were to think the worst of them, they might outright 
deny that I’m a part of the Howard family. They kicked our mother out 
because they doubted her loyalty and my lineage, right?” 

Balfour fell silent 



Ellinor didn’t want to go on and asked him to leave. “Mr. Howard, leave! I can 
take care of myself and my baby. You can rest assured about that!” 

Balfour looked at her with concern. “If you don’t want to go back with me to 
the Howard family, then go to my other place! You’re about to give birth, so 
once you’re there, I’ll make sure you’re well taken care of, and I can check up 
on you anytime. 
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Ellinor slammed the book she was reading shut, unable to bear it any longer. 

“Mr. Howard, how many times do I have to say it? I’m a grown woman: I can 
take care of myself and look after my own health. I don’t need your excessive 
concern.” 

Balfour knew his presence annoyed Ellinor, but he couldn’t help but worry. 

Having a baby was a life-threatening risk for women. If something happened, 
how could he bear it? 

But looking at her now, she wouldn’t follow him willingly. 

Balfour considered everything for a moment and then compromised. “Alright, if 
you want to stay here, that’s fine. I’ll have someone come to look after you 
tomorrow, and I’ come to check on you every day.” 

Ellinor was really annoyed. “There’s no need.” 

“It’s decided then! If you won’t come with me, this is the best I can do. It’s the 
only way I’ll be at ease.” Balfour didn’t give her a chance to refuse. He stood 
up. “Rest well. I’ll come to see you tomorrow. Also, think about returning to the 
Howard family. You’ll have to go back someday.” 

With that Balfour gave Ellinor a long look before turning and leaving the room. 

Ellinor’s mind was in chaos as she watched Balfour’s retreating figure. She lay 
tiredly on the bed, staring at the ceiling. 



Once Balfour was out, he wasn’t as gentle as before. He stared sternly at the 
dining table. 

“Are you coming out yourself, or do I need to haul you out?” 

His words were directed at the dining table. 

After a second, Byran popped out from under the table, holding his head. 
“Bro… I’m coming out don’t be mad.” 

Balfour retracted his gaze. “Go home!” 

Byran obediently nodded. “Okay!” 

He quickly left. 

Ballour then turned his stern gaze to Ida and Chase on the table. “Please take 
good care of Ellinor.” 

Chase gave a small smile. “Mr. Howard, don’t worry; we will.” 

After Ballour gave a grateful nod, he left the room, taking his good-for-nothing 
brother with him. 

After watching the Howard brothers leave, Belinda was more confused than 
ever. She looked at Chase with a mix of surprise and caution. “Why did 
Balfour just tell you to take good care of Ellinor? What’s going on between 
them?” 

Chase just smiled. “Who knows?” 

Belinda frowned. “You don’t know? Why did you just agree to him so naturally 
then?* 

Chase shrugged. “He said it, so I just agreed. It’s only polite!” 

Belinda felt uneasy, pulling out her phone to call her uncle. Theo. 

The phone rang for a long time before being picked up, and it sounded noisy 
on Theo’s end. 

“Uncle, where are you?” 



Theo’s voice sounded cold as he asked. “What’s up?” 

Belinda was a bit upset. “Oh! I’m at Ellinor’s place. Ballour was here, and he 
seemed a bit flirtatious. I think he might have ulterior motives for Ellinor. 
Uncle, you should hurry and make Ellinor happy. Otherwise, if she gets with 
someone else… Hello? Hello! Uncle…” 

Before she could finish, she heard the phone being hung up. 

Theo actually hung up on her? 

Ugh! Did Theo really not care about Ellinor anymore? 

After seeing Belinda’s angry expression after the call, Chase couldn’t help but 
laugh. “What? Did you get the cold shoulder again?” 
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Belinda snapped back to reality, glanced at Chase, and retorted impatiently. 
“Yes! Absolutely! I’m the kind of person who shows warmth to those who give 
me the cold shoulder. Are you happy now? I remember being enthusiastic 
toward you while you treated me like I was invisible. Do you have to make fun 
of me just to feel good?” 

Chase choked on her words, then burst into laughter. “No, I’ve actually started 
to fall for you. Don’t be angry.” 

Belinda’s face turned red in an instant. 

What did he mean by that? 

What on earth was this guy talking about? 

Ida put down her utensils and stood up. “I’m full; you two carry on.” 

With that she retreated to her room, leaving Belinda alone with a smirking 
Chase. 



“…I should go check on Ellinor.” 

She was about to stand up and leave, but was pulled back by Chase. 

“Don’t bother the boss now, she wants some alone time today.” 

Reluctantly, she sat back down. 

Chase chuckled. “Relax I won’t bite. You barely ate anything; have some 
more. I’ll do the dishes when you’re done.” 

Belinda looked at him with surprise. “You’re doing the dishes?” 

Chase nodded. “Of course, you’ve already cooked for us: how can we let you 
do the dishes too?” 

Belinda raised an eyebrow, curious. “Do you know how to?” 

Chase seized the opportunity to lean in closer. “I don’t, so can you teach me?” 

Their close proximity and his tone made Belinda’s face turn red again. “…” 

Chase laughed. “Alright, I’m just messing with you! I can handle doing the 
dishes. Eat up, or your food will get cold!” 

“Oh..” Belinda felt a little awkward, but obediently picked up her utensils and 
started eating. 

Chase patiently waited for her to finish. 

Belinda just kept her head down, focusing on her food, trying to avoid eye 
contact with Chase because she knew she would inevitably lose. 

Back when she was Chase’s secretary, he was also gentle with her. If it 
weren’t for that, she wouldn’t have fallen for him so deeply. 

Back then, Chase’s gentleness felt more like a tease, a game, but now it felt a 
bit different. 

She couldn’t quite put her finger on what was different. 

Late at night. 



Theo returned home, reeking of alcohol. 

Marissa Blanchet hadn’t gone to bed, and after hearing the noise, she 
immediately came out of her room. 

Seeing only Theo returning alone, disappointment flickered in Marissa’s eyes. 
“Theo, why did you come back alone? Didn’t you go find Ellinor?” 

Theo adjusted his tie expressionlessly and scoffed. “Why should I look for 
her?” 

Marissa sniffed the alcohol on him, and her eyebrows furrowed deeper. “How 
much did you drink? Is anyone there? Get some honey water for Theo!” 

“Alright!” 

The maid agreed and left. 

Marissa looked worriedly at Theo, who was slumped on the couch. 
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After pouring a glass of honey water for Theo, the maid handed it to him to 
drink. 

After a couple of sips. Theo waved it off. 

The maids didn’t push it any further and backed off. 

Marissa sat down next to him, looking at him with worry written all over her 
face. “Go take a bath upstairs to sober up; you’re all grown up, and you still 
get yourself wasted. It’s just not on!” 

Theo seemed to have a bit of a headache. He leaned his head against the 
back of the sofa and placed one hand on his forehead to shield his eyes, 
ignoring his grandmother’s words. 

Marissa noticed a twinkling light from his suit pocket, so she reached out and 
pulled out his phone. 



An unfamiliar number was displayed on the phone. Marissa seemed to get an 
idea, and a light flickered in her eyes, so she answered the call for him. 

“Theo, are you home yet?” 

She heard Sophia’s concerned voice. 

Marissa’s expression changed slightly. “He’s home, Sophia. Don’t worry, get 
some rest.” 

After hearing Marissa’s voice, Sophia sounded a bit surprised, then she 
sensibly said, “Okay, Grandma! You should also get some rest.” 

After hanging up the phone, Marissa rubbed her forehead. “Theo, what on 
earth are you planning to do now? Are you planning to accept Sophia, or do 
you want Ellinor to come back?” 

Theo spoke, his tone unreadable. ‘Grandma, did you think that call was from 
Ellinor?” 

Marissa fell silent. She did think that way just now. 

Theo chuckled coldly. “Now, even if I really died, she wouldn’t come.” 

Marissa frowned. “No, Ellinor is not like that! Theo, I know you care about her; 
I think you should take the opportunity to talk to her; she must have 
misunderstood your relationship with Sophia.” 

Misunderstood? 

If it were a misunderstanding, wouldn’t she come to him angrily and give him a 
chance to explain? 

But she disappeared for half a year! 

When they met again, she was even wearing a mask, afraid that he would 
recognize her and bother her. 

Was he no longer important to her? 

Theo chuckled coldly again, his face full of sarcasm and anger. 



“I’m sorry to have worried you about my personal affairs, Grandma. I’ll handle 
this. You should rest early.” 

With that, he got up, grabbed his phone, and stumbled upstairs. 

Veronica came over. ‘Grandma, there’s such a big misunderstanding between 
my brother and Ellinor!” 

Marissa sighed. “Have you been in touch with Belinda? What did she say 
about Ellinor?” 

“I asked, and Belinda said she would sleep over at Ellinor’s tonight. She said 
Ellinor is okay. 

 


