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Ellinor sighed a bit. “Alright then, what song do you want to hear? | can play it
for you, so our phone conversation won'’t be too awkward or boring when we
run out of things to talk about.”

Theo didn’t feel awkward or bored at all. Even just hearing her shallow
breaths was good company and comfort to him.

‘I want to hear ‘Through It Together.”;

Ellinor searched for the song title on her music player. After finding a lot of
songs with the same name, she asked again, “Who sings this one?”

Theo replied, “Christopher.”

Ellinor found the song he was talking about and clicked play. The music
started.

After listening for a bit, Ellinor suddenly felt a bit emotional. “I never really
thought we had a big generation gap before, but now that I'm listening to this
song that you requested, | really feel it. We’re not listening to music from the
same era. Hahaha.”

The sound of Theo’s typing suddenly stopped. He paid attention to what she
just said. “Are you saying I’'m old again?”

Ellinor sighed. “Even if | think you're old, there’s nothing | can do about it. It's
a fact that you’re older.”

Theo’s face suddenly turned serious, and the atmosphere in the car became
heavy.

As an adult man, he didn’t care about a but in front of this young girl, he did
mind that he was much older.

After noticing that Theo had stopped talking, Ellinor laughed. “Why aren’t you
speaking? You're not mad, are you?”

“NO.”



Ellinor continued. “Although the song you chose is a bit old, it’s still pretty
good, especially the lyrics. They’re very fitting.”

The lyrics to “Through It Together” were very well written and really fitting.

Theo didn’t reply to her but instead asked, “What do you like to listen to? Let
me hear what you young people like.”

“You might not like the songs I like.”

“Not necessarily; play it and let’s hear.”

Ellinor then played a high-decibel rap song for him.
Theo was at a loss for words.

He really couldn’t appreciate this kind of noisy music.

The two of them continued to share music with each other and chatted every
now and then, and before they knew it, three hours had passed.

The car arrived at Sophia’s father’'s house, Thaddeus Manor.

After telling Ellinor, “I'm here,” Theo put the phone that was still on the call in
his pocket and got out of the car.

Outside the manor gate, there were already people arranged by Thaddeus
waiting for his arrival.

“Mr. Blanchet, we welcome your arrival. Our master had us waiting for you
Theo nodded slightly. “Take me to your master.”

“Of course, Mr. Blanchet, please follow me.”

The man bowed slightly, making a very polite gesture.

Theo, with his entourage, followed him into Thaddeus Manor.

Finally, he came to a huge gym and saw Thaddeus, who was working out.

Even though Thaddeus was old, he still kept in good shape. Strong people
were often very disciplined.



The young man leading the way reported, “Sir, the Mr. Blanchet you've been
waiting for is here.”

Thaddeus put down his dumbbell and began smiling while looking at Theo.
“‘My son-in-law is here.
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Theo walked up to Thaddeus calmly, exuding a powerful aura. His face was
serious, yet he managed to maintain a humble and polite demeanor.

“‘Mr. Thaddeus, I'm Theo. Your daughter and | are just friends, so your
previous way of addressing me was incorrect. Please, just call me Theo.”

Thaddeus smirked with a hint of annoyance. “Incorrect? You and my daughter
are already legally married. If you’re not my son-in-law, then who is?”

“Sophia and | got the marriage certificate only to convince my father to accept
surgery. This was a mutual agreement between your daughter and me. The
agreement clearly states that the marriage certificate is only to appease the
older folks at home, nothing more. Once all is done, we’ll choose a date to
annul the

certificate.”
As Theo finished speaking, he gave a slight nod.
Then Collin stepped forward and handed the agreement to Thaddeus.

Thaddeus glanced at the agreement. His face was stern, and he did not take
it.

Theo continued, “If you have any displeasure with this agreement, feel free to
voice your conditions. As long as it’s reasonable, I'll do my best to meet them,
and I’'m willing to compensate Sophia as much as possible.”



Collin offered the agreement to Thaddeus again. “Mr. Thaddeus, please take
a look at this agreement.”

Thaddeus didn’t look. He swatted the agreement away and scoffed, “You think
my daughter needs your compensation?!”

Theo’s expression didn’t waver at Thaddeus’s reaction. He calmly asked, “So,
Mr. Thaddeus, what are your thoughts? Don’t hold back.”

Thaddeus swung his wrist menacingly and sneered. “My daughter lacks for
nothing; what can you do to compensate her?

Sophia is my treasure, whom you tricked into getting a marriage certificate,
and now you want to casually abandon her? What do you think my daughter
Is? A commodity to take when you want and discard when you don’t?

| am telling you now. You must take responsibility for my daughter!”

Theo corrected him calmly. “I've never deceived Sophia. She fully knows the
reason and purpose for the certificate, and she volunteered to help. |
appreciate Sophia’s assistance then and am willing to compensate her as
much as possible, but regretfully, | can’t take responsibility for her. Uhave a
family and a child on the way. My wife and child are who | truly need to be
responsible for.”

Thaddeus raised an eyebrow and said sarcastically, “You’re responsible for
this girl named Ellinor, while my daughter, a girl in the prime of her life, is left a
divorced

woman.

You've caused such immense psychological and reputational harm to my
daughter. Do you think I'd allow you and this Ellinor to live happily ever after?”

Seeing the malicious intent in Thaddeus’s eyes as he mentioned Ellinor, Theo
stared back at him intensively and said, “Mr. Thaddeus, you may not know
this, but before | asked Sophia to get the certificate, | had made ample
preparations, allowing myself enough time to terminate our marriage directly.

So, my purpose in approaching Sophia this time is to dissolve the marriage,
not a divorce.



Dissolving a marriage and divorce are different. After the dissolution, there will
be no trace left in Sophia’s record and no substantial relationship between us
whatsoever, everything will be clear.

Even so, I'm still willing to do my best to thank her because she helped me.”

Thaddeus sneered. “You sure make it sound easy.
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“You’re a full-grown man. I'm sure you won’t be knocked down by this. But if
you don’t want my daughter, her future might be affected by hiding her marital
history. She will be looked down upon by her future husband. Do you know
how big an impact this could have on a girl’s life? And you just shrug it off like
it's nothing.”

Growing more impassioned, Thaddeus raised his hand, and a bat was
iImmediately passed to him by one of his men, who then stepped aside.

While swinging the bat in his hand, Thaddeus declared, “As a father, | won't
let anyone mess with my daughter!

You say you want to compensate Sophia? Fine! Here are your two choices.

One, forget about other women, have a grand wedding with my daughter, and
take care of her for life..

Or take a hundred hits from me. If you can still walk out of here alive, I'll agree
to let Sophia divorce you.

Take your pick.”
Theo glanced at the bat in Thaddeus’s hand, his face expressionless.

Seeing his silence, Thaddeus’s smile now held a hint of mockery. “What?
Can’t make a choice? Theo, you're more of a chicken than | thought. You're
neither willing to take responsibility for my daughter nor brave enough to take
a hundred hits for Ellinor. Is that it? And you claim to be responsible for your
wife and children?



If
you

don’t have the guts, | suggest you simply choose to marry my daughter. I'll
consider it water under the bridge and accept you as my son-in-law. Also, I've
got the lowdown on Ellinor. You can hide her with the Howard family for now,
but she can’t stay there forever. There’s plenty of time.

Besides, she’ll have to go to the hospital to give birth, right? | swear, I'd blow
up the hospital before I'd let you two be together.”

Theo’s frown deepened as he considered Ellinor’s safety. He was clearly hit
where it hurt.

He could protect Ellinor temporarily, but he couldn’t always be by her side;
there would be moments of carelessness.

She’d get pissed off eventually if he kept an eye on her 24/7.

Ellinor enjoyed her freedom; once she got fed up with being watched, she
would find a way to shake them off.

And Thaddeus International Corporation wasn’t exactly a legitimate business,
and Thaddeus was no saint. They had all kinds of tricks up their sleeves.

Blowing up a hospital...

This notorious madman might actually pull it off. He would find some
scapegoats to take the fall, and Thaddeus could still walk away scot-free.

Theo’s hesitation wasn’t out of fear for the hundred hits, but worry that he’d be
unable to rush back within three days to be with Ellinor in the delivery room.

But compared to her future safety, this was a minor concern.

With that in mind, Theo’s face grew serious, and he slowly took off his suit
jacket. “Alright, I'll take your hundred hits today. But you must keep your word.
After this, allow Sophia and me to proceed with the divorce and promise to
never bother my family again.”

Thaddeus was stunned. He didn’t expect that this young man would rather
take a beating than take responsibility for Sophia.
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Thaddeus replied nonchalantly, “Don’t sweat it. I've been around the block a
few times; I've got my own code of honor.”

Theo stealthily slipped his hand into his pocket, ending the call he’d been
keeping on hold, and smiled at Thaddeus. “Alright, Mr. Thaddeus, your show.’

Well, it seemed like Theo wouldn’t be his son-in-law then. Thaddeus clenched
his fists tightly, ready to go all in.

“You asked for it, no take-backs.”
Theo handed his coat to Collin. “Wait for me outside.”

Collin was worried sick and began trying to talk some sense into Theo. “Mr.
Blanchet, Thaddeus is known for his brute force. A hundred hits from him
could be

lethal.”

Theo’s face was stone cold. He had no intention of backing down. He simply
instructed, “If Ellinor calls again, tell her I'm okay. Tell her | was exhausted
and fell asleep.”

Collin was on edge. “Mr. Blanchet...”

Ignoring Collin’s advice, Theo calmly faced Thaddeus. “Let’s get this show on
the road!”

Thaddeus flexed his wrist, and without any mercy, he swung his bat down
hard.

Theo grunted but stood his ground.

The first blow landed on Theo’s back. The intense pain caused beads of
sweat to form on his forehead.

Collin didn’t leave. He'd never seen anything like this before and attempted to
intervene. “Mr. Blanchet...”



Theo snapped, “Don’t, Collin. Get out! Don’t interfere.”

Collin was dumbstruck. For the first time ever, he defied Mr. Blanchet’s
orders, rushing in to protect him. But he was held back by Thaddeus’s men,
helpless as he watched the horrifying scene unfold.

Thaddeus swung his bat down hard again, causing Theo to stifle a groan.

The second blow landed on Theo'’s knee. The pain and his body’s reaction
almost made him kneel.

Just as his knee was about to hit the ground, Theo clenched his fists, gritted
his teeth, straightened his legs, and stood up to continue the fight.

Then came the third, fourth, fifth blow...

At some point, Sophia barged in and threw herself onto Theo, who had
already been beaten to the ground. “Theo! Theo... Dad! What the hell are you
doing?!”

Theo lay on the ground. His leg was broken, his body was bruised, and blood
was smeared on his lips.

Without looking at Sophia, he stared at Thaddeus. His voice was shaking
slightly from pain. “...ten more, keep going!”

After ninety blows, Thaddeus’s anger was pretty much spent. But he couldn’t
help but admire Theo'’s tough spirit. He was indeed a stubborn lad.

Alright, then, he’ll give him what he wanted.

As Sophia saw her father raise his bat again, she immediately threw herself in
front of Theo. “Dad! Stop! You can’t hit him anymore!”

Thaddeus frowned at his daughter. “Sophia, move! I’'m punishing this cheating
bastard. I'll find you someone better.”

Sophia, with tears streaming down her face, shook her head firmly, refusing to
move. “Dad, didn’t you promise me you’d talk things out with Theo? Why are
you hitting him? You could kill him! If he dies, | don’t want to live either!”
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Thaddeus looked at his daughter’'s weakness with utter disappointment in his
eyes. “Do you think he loves you? He'd rather take a hundred hits from me
than be responsible for you! Why are you still chasing a man like this? If
you're with him, he’ll just go back and find other women.”

Sophia didn’t care about any of this now. She knew her father’s temper very
well. Theo was in a real life-threatening situation.

“‘Dad! | don’t care! If you want to keep hitting him, hit me first!”

“Sophia, you really disappoint me.” Thaddeus looked at his daughter standing
stubbornly in front of Theo and realized he could no longer swing the bat
anymore. He was upset, but he had no choice but to put down the bat,
compromise with his daughter, and save Theo’s life.

At this moment, Theo propped himself up on the ground. As he struggled to
get up, he spoke with a firm, cold voice. “Mr. Thaddeus, are you tired? You
still owe me ten more hits. Please make sure you finish.”

Thaddeus was about to put down the bat, but after hearing Theo’s
provocation, his anger flared up again.

Did this man really think he could withstand his hits?

He now gripped the bat he had just let go of tightly again. Thaddeus fiercely
said, “Sophia, get out of my way! If | don’t give him a good beating today, the
reputation that I've built up over the years will be ruined!”

Now that her father was getting serious, Sophia knew she couldn’t dissuade
him. She quickly turned to Theo. “Theo! Don’t confront my dad. He will really
kill you!!”

Theo was unswayed and impatiently told Sophia to get out of his way and
stop causing trouble.

Sophia was so anxious that tears began to well up in her eyes. “Theo, my dad
has a bad temper. Don’t provoke him! Aren’t you scared of dying? | beg

”

you...



Theo didn’t look at her again and just provocatively stared at Thaddeus. “Bring
it on!”

Thaddeus was also driven to the edge of his patience. He signaled his men to
come over and take Sophia to one side.

A few of his men came over. Disregarding Sophia’s struggle, they hastily
pulled her away.

As soon as Sophia left, Thaddeus swung the bat down with all his force and
hit Theo mercilessly.

Theo fell to the ground as he spat out blood.

Sophia screamed in desperation. “Dad! Enough! Are you really planning to kill
him? If you hit him again, | will cut off all ties with you!”

Although Thaddeus doted on his daughter, when his temper flared up, even
she couldn’t stop him.

He ignored Sophia’s screams and continued to swing the bat at Theo.
Sophia screamed until Thaddeus’ current wife came.

She led a little girl in and was shocked after seeing the horrific scene in the
Bertha shouted loudly, “Malloy, stop it! What are you doing?”

agym.

Thaddeus paused his beating when he saw his wife and little daughter come
in. “Bertha, don’t interfere! | am going to teach this bastard a lesson. He
actually had the guts to bully my daughter. He really thinks I'm too scared to
mess with the Blanchet family, huh?”

Frowning, Bertha walked over and directly took the baseball bat from his
hand. “Malloy! Have you forgotten what you promised me before? Do you still
want to give me a peaceful life?”

Thaddeus was reminded of his promise. He was speechless and didn'’t try to
grab the bat back from his wife.



Bertha didn’t have time to think. She immediately ordered someone to call the
doctor. “Quickly! Call a doctor for Mr. Blanchet!”

Thaddeus sighed with disappointment. “Hmph, he’s lucky today
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