The Mechanic 581

Chapter 581: Refreshing Everyone’s Understanding

Phillip’s scan quickly located the origins of this person.

The person talking was an Army Commander called Justin. He was a Mage, and the Expeditionary Army
that he led was a large mercenary group in one of the Star Systems within the Colton Star Cluster. He
was a comrade who had been called there by the Purple Gold Army.

The top-notch mercenary groups within the Shattered Star Ring had their own circle, and Han Xiao had
paid close attention to the various famous mercenary groups in the region. In the past, he did not have
any dealings with the Expeditionary Army.

As Floating Dragon’s Field Team, Black Star had gained a place within this circle because of the Dragon
Emperor’s fame. Justin had also heard about Black Star before and knew that despite the small size of
the Black Star Mercenary Group, they were a special bunch.

While the other large mercenary groups were willing to network with Black Star due to Floating Dragon,
he did not have such an interest. When roaming in the mercenary world, he had seen far too many
things. So what if the Dragon Emperor was powerful? Justin felt that both of their jobs were completely
different. He did not wish to provoke the Dragon Emperor but was too lazy to network with her.

To him, Han Xiao was no more than a fellow mercenary who he had heard of before. He did not have
anything against Han Xiao but could not help but speak the truth and doubt the size of Black Star’s
Mercenary Group.

While Black Star had a large network, they were about to take part in a war, which carried a huge risk.
As an experienced mercenary, Justin doubted that his comrade had the strength to fight alongside him.

If a third-rate mercenary was hired and caused the battle line to collapse, everyone would be affected.

The way Justin saw it, Black Star was no more than a third-rate mercenary who was there to join in the
fun. All of them had to shoulder the burden of the war, but what kind of a burden could Black Star
shoulder? Their remuneration was earned through placing their lives on the line, but Black Star would be
able to earn his by slacking off at the back. Thus, Justin was not too pleased.

“Since we are going to participate in a war, every Army present has over a hundred battleships and a
few ten thousand mercenaries invested into the battle,” Justin said with a deep voice. “How many
troops can you bring out?”

The other Army Commanders looked at Justin before looking at the standing Han Xiao and did not
interrupt.

None of them present were aware that the battle in which they were about to participate was a result of
Han Xiao’s actions. With a lack of information, they naturally thought that Han Xiao was only making use
of his network to earn a quick buck.

While they did not say anything, all of them felt this way.



“Army Commander Justin, your doubts are justified and understandable,” Han Xiao replied with a calm
expression. Everyone present had some kind of status, and it was not wrong for them to voice their
doubts.

It was also the best opportunity for him to refresh the understanding that those Army Commanders had
of the Black Star Army. Since they were about to fight together, he naturally had to display sufficient
strength to put all of them at ease.

“All of your understanding of me is a little outdated. My Black Star Army has already expanded, and we
are no longer the same as before. We now have more than ten thousand mercenaries, and they all have
the strength of Grade C at least.”

“More than ten thousand Supers?”
Justin’s eyes widened in shock, and the other Army Commanders were also dumbfounded.
Such a scale was something that even they found frightening.

Just a while ago, the Black Star Mercenary Group had only been a middle-sized mercenary group. How
did they grow so rapidly?

Many of them doubted the validity of Han Xiao’s words, and Han Xiao immediately got Phillip to pull up
the registration file of the Black Star Army.

Justin did not say another thing. Black Star did indeed have the right to participate in this war with those
numbers.

At this moment, Han Xiao’s gaze swept past everyone present and said, “Everyone knows about the
immortals under my charge, right?”

Everyone nodded. It was no secret that Black Star had a couple of immortal mercenaries under him.
Han Xiao smiled and added, “These new recruits are all immortals.”

The entire room fell silent.

“They are all immortals?” Gureja stood up abruptly and broke the silence.

All the other Army Commanders also snapped back into their senses.

All of them understood the significance of those words. This meant that the mercenaries would never be
‘expended’, and the Black Star Army would always maintain its size. Furthermore, they would be able to
take on risky missions without the slightest bit of hesitation and would not need to worry about deaths
or compensation!

This was like their dream team!

More than ten thousand low grade Supers would be enough to rank any Mercenary Group at the top. If
those Supers were immortals, they could only imagine what kind of a stir this would create in the
mercenary world.

They would be the best cannon fodder... no, partners!



Many of them could not help but think about Han Xiao’s other identity.

The Black Star Army was also the Field Team of Floating Dragon!

These immortals would be the strength of Floating Dragon after their expansion!
Just when Justin was tongue tied, he heard Han Xiao’s voice.

“Army Commander Justin, these are the forces that | have brought for the battle. Are you satisfied?”
Han Xiao asked.

Justin’s mouth cramped up and had nothing to say.

“Or do you doubt my personal strength? If you have any doubts, we can have a little spar.” Han Xiao
raised his brows. He was not angered by Justin doubting him, but since he wanted to display his
strength, it was best for him to take on a harder stance.

Gureja coughed and resolved the situation. “Black Star single handedly fought off three Calamity Grade
Supers recently and tanked a main cannon. While the news may have been exaggerated slightly, |
believe that the majority is still the truth. | believe no one here will doubt your combat capability.”

Justin then stood up with a solemn expression with his height only up to Han Xiao’s waist. Raising his
arm out toward the sofa, he invited Han Xiao to take a seat.

“I apologize for my doubts previously. Please take a seat.”

Just when Han Xiao was about to take a seat, he interrupted Han Xiao’s actions with his words. Now that
he understood the strength of the Black Star Army, Justin naturally admitted his mistake and invited Han
Xiao to take a seat.

The moment Justin took a step back, the other Army Commanders nodded in agreement, and the
atmosphere became lively again.

Han Xiao sat beside Underworld Feather, and Herlous and his other officers sat behind him.
After he sat down, Underworld Feather handed him a bag of snacks.

“You want?”

“What is this?” Han Xiao looked into the bag, which was filled with a pile of black dried meat.
“Dried lizards. | made it myself,” Underworld Feather said with her brows raised.

Han Xiao hesitated for a moment before picking up a piece and eating it. He then asked curiously, “What
kind of lizards did you use to make this?”

“l once completed a mission to wipe out an entire lizard tribe.” Underworld Feather picked up another
piece and ate it merrily.

Han Xiao placed the second piece that he had just picked up back down.

She was truly too ferocious.



Underworld Feather was a female Dark Elf and had all the characteristics of one. Her chest and ass were
well developed, and she had the beauty of an elf. Her physique was strong and healthy, and she looked
like a lazy panther. She had inherited the cold blooded and blood thirsty nature of the Dark Elves.
Despite looking tender and flirtatious, no one dared underestimate her. She was like a female dragon.

The Dark Underworld Army that she led had the background of a civilization, and her backing was a
magic civilization led by elves belonging to the Colton Star Cluster.

In the universe, elves were also known as the long ears clan and had the ability to hear the sound of
nature. They had many different species such as Child of the Forest, Tall Elf, Dark Elf, and so on. The
elves were not considered common in the universe, but they were not especially rare either.

It was not too strange for a mercenary group that was half run by a civilization to exist. Because of the
agreements between civilizations, any movement of a civilization’s army was extremely sensitive. As
such, it was much more convenient to grow a private army. Completing their mercenary missions was
no more than a cover for their private and more sensitive missions in the dark.

Many civilizations would groom such an army in the dark, and there were many such examples within
the top mercenary circle of the Shattered Star Ring. In fact, Han Xiao’s Black Star Army was also Floating
Dragon’s Field Team in name.

The higher one climbed in the universe, the more complicated things would get. The universe was far
too large, and no single organization or individual would be able to dominate it.

Gureja led the meeting ahead of their battle to allocate everyone’s role clearly. Han Xiao kept quiet
throughout the entire meeting and did not say a word.

“Black Star, what role are you going to take?” Someone asked.
Han Xiao thought for a while before saying, “I will take care of them if a melee fight breaks out.”

He did not wish to participate in the battle between spaceships at all. He would have to repair the
spaceships if they were damaged, and it would not be worth it. Furthermore, he only had twenty or so
spaceships with him, and the spaceships were mainly used for transportation, not battle.

Since the players were not afraid of death, they would be the best choice to deal with the DarkStar
warriors.

After a short discussion, the jobs of the various armies were decided, and the Army Commanders
dispersed.

Han Xiao boarded the BlackLight Stealth and returned to his own fleet. Looking out of the window, his
twenty or so spaceships were currently following the troops of the alliance.

The players had just entered the galaxy, and everything was still extremely fresh to them. However, Han
Xiao understood that if they got rid of DarkStar now, many of the future storylines would disappear.



In his previous life, the players could only join Godora or DarkStar. After entering the galaxy, both
parties would be in opposing factions. However, this was completely changed because of Han Xiao’s
presence. As such, this meant that all the players no longer had this Main Storyline.

The way Han Xiao saw it, while he did not want to give up the missions, getting rid of DarkStar was a
must.

The storyline between DarkStar and Godora has been replaced by me. To the players, joining the Black
Star Army has become their new Main Storyline. This is the best time to cultivate the player’s sense of
belonging. If | can borrow the strength of the players to expand, | will also be able to let them feel a
sense of honor. It seems like | need a few big events to let the players feel a sense of accomplishment.
This attack on DarkStar can be the beginning.

Han Xiao was extremely concerned about the players. The accumulation in Version 2.0 was extremely
important, and it was akin to building a strong foundation.

The players formed the core of his plan in Version 2.0 because the next version refresh would only take
place ten years later. While it was still a while before the end of Version 2.0, Han Xiao was used to
making preparations early.

However, he had to first take care of the battle before him.
Opening his communicator, Han Xiao looked at the message sent by Risda.

DarkStar’s troops were scattered around the different regions of the Garton Star System, and the largest
cluster had gathered a total of six motherships as though they were planning another attack. The other
motherships were roaming the galaxy independently.

The location of the six motherships would probably be the main battlefield for the mercenaries.

The war was about to begin.

At the same time on a DarkStar mothership, Degulish and the others were in a meeting again to discuss
their next plan. This time, their leader had given the order for them to attack the Rainbow Prison.

Their previous two assaults had failed, and they were not able to increase Godora’s losses or get rid of
Black Star. Before they could find a way to get rid of Black Star, DarkStar had decided not to touch the
calamity planets but attack the Rainbow Prison instead. They wanted to save their former comrades.
There were even a few Calamity Grade Supers locked up in there.

DarkStar took action without any fear or wariness. With Godora being in the light and them in the dark,
DarkStar was confident that their ambush work.

However, DarkStar did not know that they had already lost the advantage of being hidden, and their
locations had been exposed by Han Xiao. A calamity capable of wiping DarkStar out was brewing silently,
and they were completely unaware of that.

Just as Degulish and the others were planning their next mission, Ember suddenly frowned and pressed
down on his chest.



For some odd reason, he had a bad premonition.

Chapter 582: The Counterattack Begins

In an empty area of the universe, not far away from the large army of the six DarkStar motherships, a
huge Godoran fleet was hidden behind a barren planet. Various battleships were densely packed to
form neat rows. This was one of the temporary formations created for Operation Hodellas.

On the screen of the command ship, the coordinates of all the motherships of DarkStar were marked in
red on the star map. The six motherships were slowly moving toward the ambush area, and it was those
enemy troops that were the objectives of the Godorans.

“Target is approaching ambush site. Estimated time of arrival is 11 hours and 25 minutes.”

The fleet commander reported the situation to the upper echelons, and he was one of the members in
the War Bureau who was aware of the identity of their target.

In order to prevent any leaks, every commander responsible for Operation Hodellas had been
thoroughly screened. Only those that were absolutely loyal knew the target of their operation.

The fleet commander was also secretly excited at the thought of launching a counterattack against
DarkStar. He was an old-fashioned, pureblood Godoran official with deep-rooted hostility toward
DarkStar. He looked forward to removing this tumor every day.

This was an important operation, and to be selected as one of the commanders by the upper echelons
was undoubtedly an honor. The sense of responsibility on his shoulders was also extremely heavy.

After completing his report to the upper echelons, the fleet commander then contacted the leaders of
all the other formations to exchange information. Their strategy was to perform simultaneous strikes on
all DarkStar units, so there was a need for communication.

After confirming the operation time, another commander raised a topic within the encrypted military
communication channel.

“Do all of you know the source of intelligence for this operation? When | asked about the relationship
with the party, | was actually told that it was labelled as a secret of the highest level.”

“Highest level secret? Seems like the channels our superiors have for obtaining information are really
mysterious.”

In the eyes of those senior officers, Godora had already been warring with DarkStar for so many years to
no avail. To suddenly obtain a set of coordinates for the DarkStar motherships, there was some
strangeness to this whole situation, so they could not help but wonder about the source of this
intelligence. However, no one could inquire about the specifics.

“I do have some information though. | heard that this counterattack was organized by Godora because
they managed to buy some information from a mysterious person. Otherwise, the War Bureau would
not have been able to stop DarkStar leading them by their nose.”



“Mysterious person?”

“That person can actually monitor the coordinates of DarkStar. Haha. Could it be that there’s a traitor
among the upper echelons of DarkStar?”

Everyone shared their views, secretly curious about the mysterious person who provided the
intelligence.

Who was this sacred person who single-handedly provoked such a huge war? They were the hero of
Godora!

After ending their communications, the respective commanders began handing down their new orders.

“It’s about time. Inform the mercenary fleets on standby. Tell them to cooperate with our attack.

During this standby period, there was little to do, but the players were not idle, often looking for the
mercenaries to improve favorability, trying out new tasks, as well as discovering new and interesting
gossip. They did not require Han Xiao to pay close attention to them.

Han Xiao took the chance to visit the different spaceships in the fleet, interacting with the players and
continuing to harvest experience from them. He also looked for the various heads of the large
mercenary groups to exchange pleasantries. The rest of his time was used to make machinery.

In such a manner, a few days passed, and Gureja called over all the commanders. The orders from
Godora had been passed down, and it was finally time for them to start the mission.

The mercenary fleet sped up, arriving at the predetermined location for the ambush. The Black Star
Army followed as well.

Returning to his BlackLight Stealth, Han Xiao accepted the private communication from Godora.

“Black Star, the operation is about to begin. We need you to control your Artificial Intelligence that has
snuck in to create chaos for the enemy.”

“Got it.” Han Xiao nodded in response.
To have the whistleblower cause a ruckus within, that was a simple task.

“The remuneration for this employment has been notarized with the Mercenary Alliance and the official
employment mission sent to the file of the Black Star Army.”

Opening the Mercenary Group interface, the official employment of Godora had been authorized with
the name Operation Hodellas.

A war employment was not a private transaction and needed to be recorded in the Mercenary Alliance.
After it was completed, a large number of Credibility Points would then be added to raise the Credibility
Rating of the Mercenary Group. Furthermore, the mission details would be added to their mission files.

This was also the first war-level employment for the Black Star Army.



The interface popped up a notification of the corresponding hire, with a total of 18,000,000 experience
as well as 1500 Favorability for the Godoran Faction.

As the Army Commander, his remuneration was the highest, receiving 3.4 million Enas. In addition, the
officers and mercenaries would be remunerated individually.

This was especially so for the players. Other than Black Star’s mission of [Black Star Army: The First
Battle], all of them also triggered the mission [Operation Hodellas — War Employment]. They all received
substantial experience and monetary rewards, although they were a far cry from his own.

This was a war-level employment, so while the players only got to drink a bit of soup from the pot, the
rewards were far beyond their current standards, which was extremely generous.

On the forums, the tens of thousands of players were in high spirits, posting to show off the many
rewards of their first battle upon joining the Black Star Army. This piqued everyone’s interest in the
Black Star Army further.

This large-scale employment allowed players to understand that they shared common interests with
their faction, thus helping them strengthen their sense of belonging. Han Xiao had led them to
participate in the war for this purpose.

Because most players desired to take on a ‘role’, the various influences in the game allowed them to
fulfill their dreams and fantasies. In order for the Black Star Army to become the faction akin to their
‘first love’, Han Xiao had to utilize plotlines, feelings, interests, and other means.

When Han Xiao first set up his faction, he had already made this plan.

In the vast universe, the mercenaries stayed by their ambush point. It would only take a short jump for
them to reach their battlefield position. During this time, the enemy’s actions were monitored through
the coordinates on the star map, which were shared by Godora.

The formation of the Black Star Army was placed behind the rest, as they were not participating in the
frontal attack of the DarkStar motherships.

Inside his BlackLight Stealth, Han Xiao watched the actions of DarkStar through the feedback provided
by Risda.

His monitor was different. While others could only see the coordinates on the star map, he could see the
internal conditions of the mothership. At this moment, the members of the DarkStar fleet were still
unaware of their impending doom, conducting their businesses as usual.

Attacking Planet Aquamarine and giving me such huge losses... it’s time for you to pay your debts.
Han Xiao narrowed his eyes.

As time progressed, the six DarkStar motherships finally entered the ambush site.

They’re here!



Han Xiao’s eyes gleamed.
“Attack!” Gureja’s command spread through the entire army in an instant.

The next instant, the joint mercenary fleet jumped simultaneously. The universe outside of their
spaceships turned into flowing streams of light as they activated their hyperdrive.

In just a few seconds, the fleet had crossed a long distance, and the undefended DarkStar motherships
appeared in front of their eyes.

On the other side, streams of light appeared as the Godoran fleet emerged. They attacked from both
sides, instantly surrounding the DarkStar fleet.

The ambush sites for both were out of DarkStar’s radar detection range, and they appeared at the same
time, catching them off guard.

Without another word, Godora and the mercenaries began to open fire, and countless cannons and
lasers bombarded the six DarkStar motherships. With such deliberate calculations, the troops in the
mothership were immediately thrown into chaos.

Inside the mothership where Degulish was located, the lights turned red as they sounded the warning
alarms.

The people on the ship were shocked, immediately rushing to their positions. The mothership was being
rocked around from the explosions, causing people to fall from time to time.

“What’s happening®”

Degulish had an expression of anger as he called for the observation equipment. When he saw that the
attackers were from Godora, he lost his composure immediately.

How could it be Godora?
Did Godora plan to ambush us?
How could they know our location®

The projection of their Head of Intelligence appeared on the screen, with a face of worry. “Degulish,
we’re being ambushed, and the enemy is well prepared. Not just our fleet, the other DarkStar
motherships in the other Star Zones are also under attack! Godora has planned this for a long time.
They've cracked our stealth equipment and grasped our movements!”

This was the first time that DarkStar had been attacked by Godora while in stealth mode!

This ability to go into stealth mode was DarkStar’s biggest reliance. Now that it had failed, Degulish
immediately realized the seriousness of their situation.

“Send orders to all fleets. Do not engage and seek opportunities to breakthrough. This is Godora’s trap,
and it is an important life or death situation. We cannot fight head on with them!”

Degulish issued the order.



There was no warning of Godora’s attack, and the incident happened too quickly. The upper echelons of
DarkStar had no time to react, and they did not even have time to think about how Godora had
managed to grasp their whereabouts.

Right now, their top priority was to escape!

If Godora had come with a plan, DarkStar would not be able to stand up to the attack and could only
escape.

However, the command was not sent out. A notification on the communication interface showed that
the link had been cut off.

Not only Degulish, but the entire DarkStar motherships had their connection cut off from the outside
world.

This was because Degulish was residing in the mothership that Risda was controlling.
Risda had totally cut off their connection to the outside world.
The whistleblower had begun his actions!

Chapter 583: The Ending Is Usually Decided Before the Battle Even Starts

The battle entered the climax as soon as it started.

Outside the porthole, the Godoran fleet, mercenary fleet, and DarkStar fleet blasted at each other. The
light from the cannon fire brought multiple colors to this space in the universe, along with countless
deaths.

Cannons shot through the armor plates of one spaceship after another, turning the people inside into
ashes.

Since Degulish could not send out any orders, the DarkStar fleet lost command and unity, fighting for
themselves. Only after quite some time did they start to unite into groups under the orders of other
furious DarkStar superiors and tried to break through the situation.

Sadly, as the initial order did not arrive on time, so DarkStar lost their best chance to escape. The way
they pushed forward under the heavy fire was like trying to move in mud.

“Looks like we don’t even need to do anything.”
Han Xiao shook his head as he looked at the situation of the battlefield.

With Godora and the mercenaries working together, the strength of their fleets completely outpowered
the six DarkStar mothership fleets. It was highly likely that there would not even be a need to enter the
melee battle stage; they could turn these DarkStar armies into wrecks floating in space with just nonstop
cannon fire.

Black Star Army’s mission was handling the melee battle, so they had no chance to showcase their
abilities and could only stay back and wait.



DarkStar started to show signs of collapsing. Some of the DarkStar frigates became deserters, wanting to
escape from the slow mothership. Unsurprisingly, they were turned into fireworks midway.

Han Xiao thought for a while. Doing nothing did not fit his goal of building a name for Black Star Army, so
he decided to create an opportunity for himself.

“Risda, can you control the movement of that mothership?”
“Sure.”

“Drive the mothership and carry out a short distance hyperdrive, crashing into the closest planet. | will
convince Godorans to let you go.”

As he was saying, Han Xiao contacted the War Bureau through a private channel.

“This is Black Star. I'm going to control a mothership to crash into the surface of a planet and carry out
land battle. The deputy leader of DarkStar is on that mothership. This is a chance to capture him alive
while simultaneously seizing a DarkStar mothership.”

Degulish was also a mission target of [Godora’s Ally], so capturing him alive and giving him to Godora
would result in a reward just like killing him. Also, giving them a mothership also had a high reward.

Godora had come prepared. This war might be DarkStar’s last struggle, so Han Xiao wanted to increase
the mission rating as much as possible.

The War Bureau had been paying close attention to the battle. With how things turned out, the
superiors had no reason to doubt Han Xiao. Besides, capturing Degulish alive and seizing a mothership
was very useful. After some discussion, the superiors decided to try Han Xiao’s plan. They were
confident in controlling the situation, so they took the risk and quickly sent orders to the fleet
commander.

This order made the fleet commander very confused. Nonetheless, he was used to obeying orders as a
soldier, so he quickly did as he was told.

Risda controlled the DarkStar mothership and deviated from the fleet, slowing speeding up as the
attacks targeted at it became scattered.

The other motherships, of course, did not receive such treatment. They faced heavier fire as they
watched Risda’s mothership slowly move away.

Before the passengers on this mothership knew what was going on, they entered hyperdrive and arrived
at the nearest planet—the barren planet that the Godoran fleet had hidden behind previously.

Boom!

The mothership immediately crashed through the atmosphere and toward the ground, forming a crater
as dust shot into the sky like a fountain.

The DarkStar members inside the mothership were thrown about from the impact.

Degulish was the only Calamity Grade Super on that mothership. With his body strength, he was not
injured, but his face was filled with surprise.



As soon as the communication was cut off earlier, he had already started to be suspicious, and the fact
that the mothership had moved on its own proved his suspicion. Clearly, the mothership was under the
enemy’s control.

No wonder their whereabouts had been exposed to the enemy—even their mothership belonged to
them!

When did the enemy do that? Degulish was furious and shocked.

The intelligence of the mothership crashing into the planet surface reached the mercenary fleet, and
Gureja quickly contacted Han Xiao.

“Black Star, it’s your turn.”
“On it.” Han Xiao nodded.

The BlackLight Stealth turned around, followed by the rest of the Black Star fleet. They diverged from
the alliance fleet and entered hyperdrive, arriving at the planet where the mothership had crashed in
the blink of an eye.

All the DarkStar members including Degulish were trapped on the planet surface, and a ground war was
a stage exceptionally suitable for the players.

“Touch down, deploy the mercenaries!” Han Xiao ordered. The spaceships slowly descended toward the
planet’s surface.

The players inside the spaceship were already waiting behind the hatch, ready to strike at any time.

There should be tens of thousands of DarkStar members inside a mothership, with quite a number of
them being Grade B Supers. Of course, the strong ones would be dealt with by the officers; the players
only needed to deal with the normal soldiers.

This time, Hila, who was standing beside Han Xiao, frowned and asked, “What about us?”
Han Xiao turned around, pondered for a moment, and said, “You guys can join the battle this time, too.”

Hila and Aurora would not die so easily. Furthermore, they would eventually need to familiarize
themselves with the feeling of a space battle, so they needed training. This was a rather safe chance to
do so. Hence, Han Xiao did not plan to stop Hila.

Feeling Han Xiao’s trust, Hila’s brows loosened, and she nodded.
She did not like to always be protected and had always hoped to be of use.

The DarkStar soldiers on the surface guarded the mothership closely as the mercenary spaceships
carrying the players surrounded them from all directions.

Whoosh!
Hatches opened one after another.

Players walked out of the spaceship, and hundreds of thousands of them surrounded the DarkStar
warriors.



The BlackLight Stealth hovered in midair, and Han Xiao jumped down. He did not need the standard
superhero landing. Mechanical Force surrounded his body and created a repulsion force when he was
about to land on the ground. He hovered just less than twenty centimeters above the ground.

“Black Star! It’s you again!”
Degulish clenched his teeth.

With a poker face, Han Xiao slowly said, “Last time, the three of you fought me together. Now, it’s only
you, and no one will come to save you no matter how loud you scream.”

Now that he was Calamity Grade just like Degulish, their strength difference was tremendously reduced.
There was only one ending for Degulish if they fought one on one—defeat!

A tint of nervousness flashed within Degulish’s eyes. He indeed dreaded Han Xiao’s tankiness, so he
quickly thought of what he could do. However, the more he thought about it, the more hopeless he got.
He could not think of any possibility in which he would be able to escape. The fleet could barely hold on;
no one would come to help him.

His only advantage was that, although it was extremely difficult to kill Black Star, Black Star was just
Grade B, so he might be able to stall for a very long time.

Hum!

Just as Degulish had this thought, electric sparks shot out from Han Xiao’s body, and compressed orbs
opened one after another. This was the first time that he had used his full power since he entered the
Calamity Grade. Thick, dense energy splashed in all directions, showcasing the energy level that
belonged to the Calamity Grade!

Noticing the energy rank, Degulish’s face changed drastically.
“Yo—You've achieved the Calamity Grade®”

When they fought not long ago, Black Star had been Grade B!
How could he improve so fast?

Without saying another word, Degulish turned around, turned into a stream of light, and immediately
escaped, disappearing into the horizon and leaving the DarkStar warriors behind.

Before Black Star was Calamity Grade, he had already been unkillable. Now that he was Calamity Grade,
how was he supposed to fight him?

“I'll chase him. You guys deal with DarkStar’s army.”

At this point, the new mechanical suit was not yet built. Han Xiao wore the backup mechanical suit,
turned the thrusting module up to its full power, and dashed toward Degulish like a bolt of lightning,
disappearing before everyone else’s eyes.

Not long after, the deafening sound of fighting came from afar, and the ground trembled.

As if this was a signal, the battle erupted!



DarkStar warriors fiercely fought back against the hoard of players coming from all directions.
Boom!
Countless abilities and bullets covered the sky, bringing chaos to the battlefield.

Players fell onto the ground like wheat being harvested. After all, DarkStar members were galactic
warriors; their average strength was much stronger.

However, as the battle continued, DarkStar warrior’s faces changed as well. First, they were fiery, then
tired, and after some time, they became numb. Finally, the DarkStar warriors noticed the fact that the
players were immortal.

The enemies would not die, so no matter how many times they kill them, it was useless. Realizing this,
the minds of the DarkStar warriors were instantly defeated.

From having the upper hand in the battle, the DarkStar warriors slowly began to get defeated. Tens of
thousands of people could not hold the line of defense anymore; they were eaten up bit by bit. Not long
after, the entire DarkStar army was drowned by the players.

Ember, whose Esper ability was extremely powerful against crowds, was not here, so the players had no
nemesis.

The stronger DarkStar officers were held back and defeated by Herlous and others, and the rest of the
DarkStar soldiers were no match for the players.

Sometime later, the chaotic battlefield gradually quietened down, only left with scattered screams of
agony. The battle was ending, and the ground was covered in the corpses of DarkStar soldiers. The
remaining DarkStar members surrendered and were tied up and thrown aside.

The players excitedly cleaned up the battlefield. The DarkStar warriors’ equipment was everywhere.
There were even players who fought for them once in a while. Herlous did not stop them. According to
the rules of the mercenary industry, that equipment all belonged to the mercenaries.

“How’s Han Xiao doing?”
Hila wiped off a bloodstain on her face and walked to Herlous.
She had taken part in the battle and had experienced the strength of regular galactic warriors first hand.

Tiny streams of red flew out from the tens of thousands of dead DarkStar warriors and were absorbed
by Hila.

Living creatures that had recently died could provide energy to her. Hila could increase the strength of
her Esper ability through large scale slaughters. In Han Xiao’s previous life, she had slaughtered many
races and used this method to increase her strength. Now that she was not that extreme, of course, she
would not choose that method anymore.



“The captain could deal with three Grade As even before. There will definitely not be a problem.”
Herlous was not worried at all. He took out the communicator and contacted Han Xiao.
“Captain, you done?”

“What a coincidence, | just finished up with the battle. Wait there, I’'m on my way back.”

Hanging up the communication, Han Xiao looked at Degulish, who was not far away.

Degulish was breathing heavily and in a very bad state. He had almost zero stamina left and was staring
at Han Xiao.

The marks from their battle extended hundreds of miles. The ground was dented everywhere, covered
in craters created by them. Some places had even become trenches.

Han Xiao had used his Calamity Grade strength without holding back, enjoying his destructive powers.
The aftermath of a full-on Calamity Grade battle could easily change the terrain.
Degulish could crack the surface with just a punch or a kick, but he could not penetrate Han Xiao at all.

Han Xiao was also Calamity Grade, so Degulish could not overwhelm him like he did when he attacked
Planet Aquamarine. He could not defeat Han Xiao, nor could he run away. His situation was very
frustrating. He would get battered if he did not fight back, but if he did fight back, he would unavoidably
waste his energy without even being able to hurt Black Star.

High-intensity battles were highly draining. As his energy levels fell, his strength continuously
diminished. Han Xiao’s attacks brought dealt more and more injuries, and the vicious cycle repeated.

A battle of stamina was where Han Xiao excelled. Although the Mechanical Army had yet to recover and
he had yet to update his own equipment, with his talents and rare abilities, he wore Degulish down
steadily.

Degulish coughed, clenched his teeth, and started to activate the energy that he had only just
recovered.

“Stop it, do you even have the strength to fight anymore?”

Han Xiao was speechless. Degulish was a Calamity Grade Pugilist after all. Even though his stamina was
completely drained, he could recover it in a matter of seconds.

Seeing Degulish was still trying to regain energy, Han Xiao pondered and asked, “Do you know why your
location was exposed?”

Degulish’s face drastically changed. His movement became stiff, and his just recovered energy
disappeared.

“Could it be...”



“Before you people attacked Planet Aquamarine, | had already invaded your mothership when you
attacked Planet Golden Gate. The person that gave Godora intelligence and started this war was me.”

Degulish’s face turned black.
This time, the communicator rang again; it was a message from Gureja.

“Black Star, the battle here is almost finished. All the DarkStar motherships have been destroyed. Only a
few DarkStar members escaped through the gaps created by the mothership in small spaceships. The
Godorans are chasing them down. We still don’t know if any of the DarkStar upper echelons are among
them. We are preparing to fetch you. Are you done over there?”

“Yes, the mission is complete. Come over.”

The war was a complete victory just as he expected. The intelligence provided by Risda was extremely
detailed. Not only did they know DarkStar’s location, they also knew the number of DarkStar troops.
Plus, Godora had more than enough time to gather enough troops to attack them when they least
expected it.

Godora controlled an entire Star System, and if they still could not achieve an overwhelming victory with
such an enormous advantage, it would have been way too embarrassing.

Without their stealth advantage, DarkStar could not match a Star System Civilization that attacked them
with all they had. If not for their stealth ability, DarkStar would have been destroyed a long time ago.

What Han Xiao had provided was what Godora needed most.
He could very well be considered the main reason that DarkStar had been destroyed.
Han Xiao did not mind that Degulish was just beside him. He ended the communication in front of him.

Degulish kneeled onto the floor with a plop and stopped resisting. He closed his eyes with agony and
whimpered, “DarkStar is done for...”

Chapter 584: Escaped Fish

“DarkStar is done for...”

At the last moment, Degulish realized that it was the end for the warriors he led, and he had nowhere to
run. He lost the will to fight and gave up resisting. His exhausted and enormous body fell to the floor,
facing down.

Han Xiao did not have an easy time dealing with Degulish, and many of his adorable machines had been
destroyed.

Since he did not have enough time to recover the machines that he had lost during the Planet
Aguamarine battle, he was using the backup machinery that he built before, and Degulish had destroyed
two-third of his stash.



Nonetheless, after this battle, Han Xiao had a very clear understanding of his own strength, so it was
well worth it.

His current battle mode was rather impressive, and the synergy between his talents and abilities were
quite perfect. For regular Grade A Supers, he was basically undefeated just with how strong his body
was. After he recovered his Mechanical Army, he would even be on par with Calamity Grade Supers who
were three to four thousand Energy Rank above him.

The strength differences between Calamity Grades were exceptionally large. Han Xiao had only just
stepped into this territory, so there were still many who were a threat to him. Such as those above Level
200 who could overpower him. However, given how tanky he was, he would still be quite a pain to deal
with.

Comparatively, opponents who used psychic attacks were a bigger threat to him. Psychic attacks were
not included in the damage types that could be absorbed by [Intermediate Energy Absorption]; only
attacks that landed on his physical body would be turned into energy. Psychic attacks could break his
‘health-mana cycle’.

Some Mages would be quite difficult to deal with as well, such as those who excelled in Curse magic and
abilities that could suppress life regeneration of sorts, also Espers that had psychic abilities like Hila.

There are countless abilities in the universe. | am far from the top of Grade A.
He was very self-aware of his strength, so there was no way he would get arrogant.

Seeing that Degulish did not have the will to fight anymore, Han Xiao said, “Anur had a stronger spine
than you. | thought you would fight me to death.”

Degulish clenched his teeth and said, “Black Star, don’t get ahead of yourself. You’ve not won yet!”

He still had one final shred of hope—the DarkStar army had been annihilated, but the superiors were
not all caught. The DarkStar leader had yet to return and was not in Garton Star System. This was his
hope; as long as the leader was still alive, DarkStar was not completely obliterated.

Therefore, he had chosen to surrender. He wanted to keep himself alive and useful, even if it meant that
he would be sent to Rainbow Prison, so that he could wait for his leader to come and save him, to give
himself to the cause once again, rising for his leader.

“DarkStar’s leader...”

The DarkStar leader was a very remarkable man. He had avoided this disaster out of luck. However, even
if he wanted to start all over, he would have to keep an exceptionally low profile for a long time in order
to escape from the Godorans. Hence, he would not be much of a problem any time soon.

Furthermore, Godora wanted to kill the DarkStar leader more than he did, so there was no point
worrying about it.

Dragging Degulish along, Han Xiao returned to where the others were. Seeing the corpses that were
piled up and scattered across the ground, he nodded with approval.



The players did very well; the effect that he wanted had been achieved.

Shortly after, the mercenaries and the Godorans landed together. The DarkStar captives were handed to
the Godorans. Degulish was escorted onto the ship by two Calamity Grade Godoran government
officials, heading to the dreamy life of free housing for the rest of his life in the marvelous cell of
Rainbow Prison.

Risda completed his mission and returned to the BlackLight Stealth, pushing Phillip out.

This DarkStar mothership was handed to Godora as part of the deal that had been discussed with the
Godoran War Bureau.

The notification of two missions in [Godora’s Ally] being completed popped up on the interface.

[Deputy Leader — Degulish] complete.

You have received 24,200,000 Experience, 1500 Godoran Civilization Favorability, [Character Summon
Card — Degulish]

[Seize Mothership] complete.

You have received 30,000,000 Experience and 1800 Godoran Civilization Favorability.

Other than that, [Operation Hodellas — War Hire] was shown to be completed as well, despite him not
doing much. Nonetheless, after Han Xiao thought about it and realized that in order to even receive
these benefits, he had to be qualified for it. After all, Godora would not hire just anyone for this.
Furthermore, Risda had played a rather large part in it, so it was counted toward his contribution.

The initial reason that Godora hired him back then was to let him control the mothership; capturing
Degulish and others was a pleasant surprise.

These three missions brought Han Xiao more than 70 million experience. Although it was not
comparable to harvesting the players, it was still quite profitable.

Hence, despite the players’ mission being the shrunk version, they still made quite a fortune.

The players were happy, and Han Xiao was happier.

Sadly, the players did not have the [Godora’s Ally] mission and could not receive the other two rewards.
Shame.

With the boost of three continuous missions, Han Xiao’s Godora Favorability rocketed past 6,000 and
reached the highest relationship status—[Reverence].

It was well deserved. He had provided intelligence to Godora to counterattack, captured deputy leader
Degulish alive, and seized a mothership. If he was a civil servant in Godora, he would have been
promoted more than ten times. Hell, he might even have become a candidate for top positions in the
War Bureau.



As Han Xiao was about to have a conversation with the Godora superiors, Gureja, Underworld Feather,
Justin, and the other Army Commanders stared directly at Black Star Army that were cleaning up the
battlefield.

Defeating tens of thousands of DarkStar warriors was an easy feat; their army could do it too. However,
they would never have achieved the result that Black Star Army had!

Almost zero casualties!
Their speculations about Black Star Army had become a reality.

Those Army Commanders knew full well that as soon as word about this spread, Black Star Army’s name
in the mercenary world would shoot up into the skies, completely overturning their past image and
officially becoming one of the top mercenary groups.

“Other than this seized one, all the other DarkStar motherships were destroyed. Very few escaped, and
their identities are yet to be verified.” In the communicator image, the War Bureau superior explained
the situation.

“Is that so?” Han Xiao contemplated.

DarkStar did not have a fixed base—the motherships were their base. Now that these had been
destroyed, it was basically the end for them. The ‘DarkStar’ organization was no more. What Han Xiao
cared more about was if Ember was alive.

Ember’s Esper ability was very destructive, and he had immense hatred for him. Plus, his brain was the
most developed. If he escaped, there would be quite a problem.

Maybe he could use the Destiny’s Child card to foresee Ember’s whereabouts?

The Destiny’s Child Character Summon Card only had two more uses left, and Han Xiao had yet to decide
whether to use one of it here.

This time, the War Bureau superior said, “After some time, Godora will announce this victory to all of
the Star System. Following your request, Serbia the Fifth will publicize your achievements personally,
telling everyone that you’re the hero of DarkStar’s destruction and that you’re a valued ally of Godora.”

DarkStar had threatened the Garton Star System for many years, causing countless disasters. Now that
they had finally been dealt with, Godora would certainly make an official announcement, streaming to
all the channels in the entire Star System, listing DarkStar’s sins and promoting their profound victory.
That would boost the confidence of their people, making it known that DarkStar no longer existed, that
they had saved the world, and so on.

Back then when Han Xiao sold his intelligence, one of the requirements was to publicize his
contributions after the plan succeeded. This was to tremendously increase his fame.

For such an enormous feat, it was almost a definite that he would receive Star System level Legendary
Points.



“By the way, you will be needed at the scene. Serbia the Fifth will personally give you the honors, and
you will be a friend of Godora forever. After the ceremony ends, we will pay you the rest of the reward
as discussed. Fifty medium battleships and one large main ship, the remaining fifteen million payment,
and some Super Knowledges.”

Han Xiao’s eyes sparkled.
Finally, he was about to receive the remaining payment, but receiving the honors was unexpected.

Godora was very generous, so being honored by the leader of the nation was a huge honor. This was not
his request but Godora’s decision.

With some thought, Han Xiao roughly knew what Godora was thinking. Their appreciation was indeed
sincere, as were his achievements, but a part of it was definitely because he was part of Floating Dragon.
Thus, they wanted to improve their relationship with the Floating Dragon.

If Floating Dragon’s Field Team Officer was Godora’s honored hero, their relationship would be closer.
This had no negative impact on him, so of course, Han Xiao would not reject it.

“Before bringing the players to Base One to officially start their mercenary career, showing them a ‘cut
scene’ of me being honored is very beneficial for my personal image. This will all increase my reputation.
Marvelous!”

Han Xiao was very content.

When Han Xiao ended the communication, the battlefield had almost all been cleaned up. The Godoran
fleet dragged the DarkStar mothership from the ground like pulling up a carrot. They then moved it
outside the atmosphere and were planning to take it back.

On the galactical battlefield on the other side, there were also many Godoran spaceships cleaning up the
wreckages of DarkStar fleets.

This was an overwhelming victory; joy was on the face of every Godoran soldier.

Not only Han Xiao, but all the mercenary groups were also invited to Godora’s Mother Planet to attend
the government ceremony not long after. Showing their faces was a free advertisement, so no one
rejected the offer.

The Black Star Army and Alliance Fleet took off and headed toward Godora’s Mother Planet together.

After just experiencing a war, all the players were excited. All kinds of screenshots and recordings were
being posted to the forums.

Herlous was extremely excited. Han Xiao had promised to get rid of DarkStar, and he had always
thought that there was little hope. He had stood behind Han Xiao and watched his every step. He had
never thought this promise would be fulfilled in just a few years. At this point, Black Star’s promise only
had one outstanding condition—sending hundreds of thousands of Supers to deal with the problem on
Planet Sunil. Even though DarkStar was destroyed, Black Star would definitely not go back on his word



on this one. The highly risky bet that he placed on trusting an unknown mercenary back then had paid
offl

Inside the BlackLight Stealth cockpit, Han Xiao did not pay attention to the players’ actions as he would
usually. After a long consideration, he had made a decision—he would foresee Ember’s whereabouts.
Although he might waste one use of the Character Summon Card, he wanted to be mentally prepared in
case Ember was still alive.

You have used [Character Summon Card: Destiny’s Child]

Usages: 4/5

The familiar fog covered his vision once again. Passing through the fog, a blurry image appeared before
his eyes.

A mini DarkStar assault ship was speeding through the universe, escaping.
Ember was the only one on the ship.

Long before the ambush, he had felt uneasy and kept his alert up. When it happened, his reactions were
the quickest. Realizing that there was no possibility of winning, he had abandoned the mothership,
taking a small, fast assault ship. With a bit of luck and all his might, he had successfully escaped.

Hundreds of assault ships had tried to escape, but he was the only one that had succeeded. Ember had
seen the mothership shattering into pieces under the barrage with his own eyes, and countless DarkStar
warriors had turned to ash, floating in the cold universe.

DarkStar was finished, and Ember realized that.
Where should he go?

Piloting the spaceship, the dim light from the star map illuminated Ember’s face. He was lost without
purpose.

As a wanted man who had slaughtered tens of millions of Godorans, Godora would never give up
chasing him.

It seemed like there was only one path ahead of him—leave Garton Star System, or even Colton Star
Cluster, go to another Star Cluster in the Shattered Star Ring, hide his name, and start a new life.

Thinking about this, veins filled his eyes.
He did not want to escape anymore.

DarkStar still had him; it was not the end for DarkStar!



“l am destined to become Godora’s nightmare. With slaughter, | will make them reflect on their
traditions that are countless years behind. The bloodline belief they have is against the nature of
reproduction. This twisted mindset is exactly what created us. After their confession, | will make them
swallow the fruit of their thousands of years of the pureblood belief. DarkStar will build a new Godora
above their ruins!

“Then, there will be no more pureblood; no one will feel superior for their blood. Discrimination will no
longer exist; no one will be born lower than another!”

Those were the DarkStar leader’s hopes for him when he was young, and he had always remembered
them in his heart and made them his faith.

“Godora will definitely host a ceremony to announce to the entire Star System that they have defeated
DarkStar and that the purebloods’ reign is still strong...” Ember clenched his teeth. “When you people
think that everything has ended and are celebrating your victory, | will tell the entire Star System that
DarkStar has yet to disappear.”

He decided to go to Godora’s Mother Planet.

When Godora was holding their ceremony and was watched by the whole Star System, he would use his
Esper ability and start a slaughter, destroying Godora’s victory announcement.

However, Godora Mother Planet was very dangerous, so he had yet to figure out a way to get in. There
would definitely be a lot of Calamity Grade Godoran government officials at the ceremony as guards, so
him doing so might cost his life.

As Ember was having a thousand thoughts and was about to make a decision, his communicator
suddenly rang. It was a communication request from the DarkStar leader.

That’s right, the leader is still alive!
He came up with a better idea!
Ember’s mind recovered, and he was overjoyed that he had found someone whom he could rely on.

Chapter 585: Mastermind

“Ember, are you the only one who escaped? What’s the situation now?”

The projection of the DarkStar leader appeared. Not too long ago, he had received many emergency
messages from the upper echelons of DarkStar and found out that all the DarkStar motherships were
being ambushed by Godora.

If Godora was able to lock onto their coordinates through some unknown means, DarkStar would not
have anything to rely on anymore, and the situation would definitely be grave. He had tried contacting
the various upper echelons to find out the news of the battle, but many of their numbers did not even
respond.



After waiting for a long time, the DarkStar leader finally managed to contact Ember and immediately
asked about the situation.

“All the motherships have been destroyed, and only a small number of people managed to escape. Our
fleet is already gone...” Ember described the situation honestly with his fists clenched tightly and his
teeth clenched.

The DarkStar leader fell silent before letting out a long sigh.

Their organization did not have any territory to their name, and those motherships were DarkStar’s
moving bases. All their production, research, and training capabilities were concentrated within those
motherships. Their many years of accumulation had been destroyed in a single battle. Their losses were
incomparably heavy, and their foundations were completely destroyed.

Their entire organization no longer had any armed forces and was only left with the leader and a few
escapees.

When the Mutation Disaster was resolved before the expected timing and they were forced to make a
change in their plans, the entire plan was no longer within their grasp. Even if their plan was stopped
midway, Godora would still be the loser, but now, Godora had actually managed to turn the tables
around and launch an all-out attack to thoroughly destroy them.

As such, Godora’s losses had not been suffered in vain, and they had become the outright winner.

Who would have thought that the Mutation Source plan would become the final plan of their
organization?

After pausing for a while, the DarkStar leader asked, “What are your plans?”

Ember hesitated for a moment before saying that he wanted to unleash a massacre at the Godoran
ceremony.

“Ridiculous.” The DarkStar leader immediately rejected this plan. “With our fleet completely wiped out,
we have to make further plans. Leave the Garton Star System first and meet up with me.”

Does this mean that | have to escape?
“Alright then.”

Ember was reluctant in his heart but could only swallow that feeling. He adjusted the course of his
spaceship and set course to the nearest planet on the border of the Garton Star System.

As long as the leader is still around, we have a chance to rise up again.

In the Colton Star Cluster, in some Star System, the spaceship of the DarkStar leader was currently
drifting in space.

After getting off the line with Ember, the DarkStar leader tapped on the spaceship’s control panel in
deep thought.



After pondering for a long time, he stood up and left the control room. He then came to another
walkway that was made from an alloy. When he walked to a specific location of the walkway, he
knocked a few times on the wall. The spot that he knocked on did not seem any different from the wall
around it.

Ka-cha.

The alloy panel slid open and revealed a secret chamber. An odd-shaped communicator was located
within it.

An ordinary Galactic Communicator had many different designs. They could be worn or the wrist or even
shaped in the form of glasses. There were some that were extremely simple spherical designs, and
others followed civilian wristwatch designs. However, the communicator in the secret chamber was an
old-fashioned design from many years back that seemed bulky and unwieldy.

Upon activating the communicator, lines of complicated encryption could be seen on the screen. The
DarkStar leader keyed in many different passwords and confirmed his DNA before he could turn on the
communicator. However, it seemed as though all the functions of the communicator were blocked, and
he could only dial a single number.

Di di di...

The time spent waiting for the transmission to go through seemed extremely long.

Du...

The screen of the communicator then turned black, and a hazy, mosaicked face appeared on the screen.
The other party remained silent, and the DarkStar leader was the first to speak.

“Godora destroyed my fleet, and all my subordinates are dead. Only Ember is confirmed to be alive.”
The hazy figure on the screen moved, and a mechanical voice sounded from the communicator. “Got it.”
“I need a sum of money to build a new fleet,” the DarkStar leader said with a deep voice.

“This isn’t the time. Since you have failed, lie low for a while. You haven’t been caught yet, so Godora
will be on guard against you. You cannot restore DarkStar to its former heights any time soon. If not,
there will be a risk of exposing the source of your funds.”

“How long will | have to wait for?”
“The day Godora forgets the name of DarkStar will be the day for you to make a comeback.”

“I do not wish to continue waiting,” the DarkStar leader said in a depressed tone. “I have already been
under your control for a very long time. When will it end? All of you are extremely clear that | can only
create destruction and cannot truly destroy Godora entirely. Just when will all of you be satisfied?”

“You will know when the time comes.”



“Humph, you guys provided me with resources very willingly in the past. Now that my organization has
almost been wiped out, you are starting to shrink back. Do you think that | have lost my value and wish
to go back on our agreement®” The DarkStar leader raised his voice slightly.

“Are you threatening us?” The hazy figure fell silent. “I think that you are getting your target wrong.”

The face of the DarkStar leader changed slightly, and he said humbly with his head lowered, “My
apologies, | spoke wrongly.”

“We will evaluate whether or not the transaction has been completed. Do not rush us. Remember, you
were the one who chose to make this agreement with us; we did not choose you,” the hazy figure said.
“Even without you, we can have a second DarkStar. At that time, the agreement will naturally be
cancelled.

“So, you’d better watch your attitude...
“You’d better wait if we tell you to.”
“l understand,” the DarkStar leader said with a soft tone.

The hazy figure paused for a moment before saying, “In any case, this isn’t the time for us to make an
appearance. You should leave the Shattered Star Ring and rebuild your forces in other Star Fields.”

The DarkStar leader nodded.

“Hmm... we can introduce you to another big shot in a different Star Field. If you can gain his aid, you
may not need to lie low for too long. However, you have to prepare a sacrificial offering for him.”

“Sacrificial offering?”

“A Super who has a sufficiently powerful Esper ability,” the hazy figure said slowly. “You should
understand what | mean, right?”

The DarkStar leader was startled.

He understood what a sacrificial offering meant. At the same time, he could also faintly guess the
identity of that ‘big shot’.

I heard that he is a crazy man who wants to form the ‘Super High Risk Esper Ability Restriction Treaty’.

“There are some rumors that the Crimson Empire is dissatisfied with the peace treaty,” the hazy figure
said. “While they are located far away, if trouble really breaks out in the Crimson Empire, the Shattered
Star Ring will be affected as well. That may be the best opportunity for you to stage a comeback and also
a chance for us to complete our agreement. You will only be able to complete your side of the
agreement if the situation is sufficiently chaotic.”

The eyes of the DarkStar leader lit up. While this might only be an excuse from the other party to
console him, he did indeed regain some confidence.

“Don’t contact us again before you are prepared.”



After cutting off the communication, the DarkStar leader closed the secret chamber and returned to his
room. Every time he contacted the other party, he would feel a sense of pressure that came from the
other party’s strength, status, and authority.

I hope that they will fulfill their end of the deal...
The DarkStar leader shook his head. What he was doing was no different from making a deal with tigers.

However, even if he was worried, he could only choose to make a transaction with the other party. The
DarkStar leader had stepped onto this path very early on. No one in DarkStar was aware about this
matter. In his eyes, this was the only hope for the mixed bloods.

Many years ago, he had come to understand that it was no more than a pipe dream if he wanted to
overthrow the rule of the purebloods and create a new Godora for the mixed bloods. While it seemed to
be an extremely moving slogan, it was not a practical reality. The discrimination toward the mixed
bloods would never disappear.

Regardless of the policies that the regime attempted to push forward, the long scales or tails of the
mixed bloods were things that the purebloods just could not accept. Regardless of how good an
upbringing they had, as long as the differences existed, the deep-rooted discrimination would never
disappear. With the purebloods forming the middle and upper ranks of society, the outcome of this
discrimination was not that simple.

The future of the mixed bloods was not in Godora.

If DarkStar was not the terror organization that it was but a kind organization that took in the mixed
bloods to build an empire of mixed bloods...

He would only die a faster death.

Without a sufficiently powerful backer, they would not only have to face the Godoran army but also the
alliance of different regimes.

Their only way out would be to gain support from an even higher place. Just DarkStar alone would not
be enough to accomplish all that.

Right at that moment, these individuals had come up to him with an irresistible offer that gave him
hope.

In the end, the leader of DarkStar had become a pawn for the other party to fight for another
opportunity.

The DarkStar leader had once asked the other party why they chose him. The other party had said that
just creating destruction and a systematic plan of destruction were two entirely different affairs. In most
cases, only the latter was a threat. Thus, they had chosen DarkStar.

The initial goal of an organization would always initially be clear, but as time went on, their path slowly
strayed from their original one. The focus of the DarkStar leader had already shifted to how they could
create more destruction for Godora and incite hatred between the purebloods and mixed bloods. By
pushing the mixed bloods to stand against Godora, it created disharmony within Godora and supplied
him with fresh troops.



DarkStar had already become a blade in the hands of others. However, the entire organization apart
from himself was unaware of this.

However, the DarkStar leader believed that this was the only path that would give him a chance of
building a homeland for the mixed bloods. If he wanted to reap the rewards, he would have to first pay
the price.

The mother planet of Godora was a gigantic planet. Even outside the atmosphere, traces of
modifications could be seen. The more developed a civilization was, the greater the modification to their
mother planet.

Spaceship after spaceship docked at the various ports of the planet, and the mercenaries all
disembarked from their spaceships. The Black Star Army was mixed among the people with the players
forming the largest group. The officers following behind Han Xiao looked around curiously as though
they were tourists. The only thing that they were lacking was a tour guide at the front hoisting up a flag.

Han Xiao walked at the very front and was chatting away merrily with the other Army Commanders. All
of them were invited to participate in the victory ceremony, and the officials of Godora were already
waiting by the dock.

Chapter 586: Payment in Hand

Godora sent out one of their leaders, who said with respect, “l welcome all the Army Commanders on
behalf of Godora to participate in this celebration ceremony. The ceremony is currently in preparation,
and we will be in charge of all of your lodgings and needs during this period. Please feel free to inform us
if you have any requests. Everyone, follow me. We have already arranged your lodgings.”

The millions of mercenaries made a majestic appearance. If not for Godora being a Star System level
civilization, they would not have been able to make proper arrangements for all the mercenaries easily.

They needed a few days to prepare the celebration ceremony, and the mercenaries could only wait for
the ceremony to begin on the mother planet.

The ceremony was being held in the capital, and everyone’s lodging was also arranged in the capital. All
the Army Commanders stayed in the same place, but their subordinates were to stay in a separate
location. Furthermore, only the Army Commanders were invited to participate in the ceremony, and
their subordinates could only watch the live broadcast on screen.

The players who were scattered all around the capital definitely would not stay in their rooms
obediently. Furthermore, Han Xiao did not intend on restricting their freedom. The players would not
feel a sense of belonging to a faction that tried to restrict their movements. The only way to go was
using benefits to entice them, which was what he had been doing.

The treatment of the players was like the other mercenaries. They were free to do whatever they
wanted when there were no missions, as long as they did not break the law.



Besides, the only way to create a warm sense of belonging for the players was to expose them to the
prices of the galaxy.

Han Xiao was split up from his Officers and followed the other Army Commanders to a government
guest house. This guest house was used to host visitors and was not open to civilians.

Along the way, Han Xiao chatted with the different Army Commanders, and the few like Justin who were
not in cooperation with the Black Star Army took the initiative to form an alliance with him.

Han Xiao enjoyed Godora’s scenery as they travelled. The sky was a beautiful shade of dark blue, and
the pedestrians who were making use of their flight devices stuck closely to the prescribed flying routes.
They formed a long human bridge that extended up into the skies. Every building had a landing point at
the top of the building, which made it look as though the crowd was being sucked in. This scenery was
exactly like how he remembered it to be.

The luxurious government guest house was located on top of the mountain, and their guide led Han Xiao
and the others to their rooms. Every room had identical designs, and they were two story rooms, with
huge, full-length windows and a balcony. The view on the outside covered half the capital, and the air
was extremely fresh.

When Han Xiao got into his own room, the guide left and did not disturb him further.
“This is truly luxurious.”

Han Xiao looked around the place and opened up the fridge to take a look. The fridge was lined with all
of Godora’s specialties as well as many different kinds of drinks.

Having picked out a frozen piece of red meat, Han Xiao placed it into a simple reheating machine that
looked like an oven. He then set the flavor to ‘Godora’s traditional taste’ before turning the machine on.

After a short while, a plate of steaming hot diced meat was served. It was topped with thick golden
gravy that looked like honey and gave out an irresistible aroma.

“I can finally save my taste buds, which crave nutritious and high energy food.”

Han Xiao took a deep breath of the aroma, and his appetite was whetted. He then ate the diced meat as
though he was snacking. The sweet, juicy meat bounced around in his teeth as though he was eating

jelly.

Godora was a magical civilization, and its mother planet had once had countless magical beasts roaming
the planet. Now, all those beasts were locked up in zoos for exhibition with a portion of them being
turned into everyday delicacies. After all, beasts who had magic in their bodies usually had extremely
fragrant meat.

Han Xiao grabbed a red fruit that looked like a baboon’s ass and a light gold liquor that had not been
opened yet. He then walked to the balcony and sat down in the deck chair, enjoying Godora’s beautiful
scenery while enjoying the fruit and wine in his hand.



In his past life, DarkStar had bothered Godora for a long time, but DarkStar had been destroyed much
earlier in this life. The billions of lives that would have been harmed by DarkStar had been saved.

The greatest threat to him had already been wiped out, and Han Xiao no longer had an enemy to be
wary of. A period of peace would follow this, and Han Xiao could finally develop his Black Star Army in
peace. Before the release of the next version, there should not be much danger. Since the danger was
already over, it should be alright for him to relax for a moment, right?

Not too long ago, Han Xiao had used the Destiny’s Child Card to prophesize about Ember’s situation.
Ember was indeed still alive, but the outcome of the prophecy was actually Ember’s death. Ordinarily
speaking, the prophecy should have been about how Ember would bring him a bloody calamity in the
future...

A prophecy could also fail, but it was a pity that he was not able to determine Ember’s location and give
chase.

While he was not able to personally get rid of Ember, it seemed like Ember would not have a good
ending. Han Xiao was truly curious about what kind of dangers Ember would meet. The most likely
scenario would be him being chased by Godora and being beaten to death. However, it was a pity that
the prophecy had been too hazy, and Han Xiao could only make a wild guess.

“The DarkStar storyline has been changed by me, and all future events will no longer happen. The fate of
these DarkStar members will also be different,” Han Xiao mused to himself.

From Version 1.0, the main boss of the Garton Star System had been DarkStar. Now that DarkStar was
no more, there would not be another enemy capable of threatening him in the Garton Star System any
time soon. Together with the fact that he had a good relationship with Godora, his main camp would be
more or less safe.

Thus, Han Xiao was in a pleasant mood and felt that the sun was warm and the flowers red.
“I have been in the galaxy for a few years now...”
As he sipped his wine, Han Xiao could not help but reminisce about his experiences in the galaxy.

He had set up the Black Star Mercenary Group and completed missions all around. He had become a
subordinate of the Dragon Emperor and made use of her as a backer to build ties with the various
organizations. He had begun his accumulation since Version 1.0 and returned to Planet Aquamarine
after Version 2.0 was launched. He had carried out his plan to recruit players and initiated deeper
cooperation with Godora. He had resolved the Mutation Disaster and caused the destruction of
DarkStar...

Now, he had finally accumulated enough strength to stand his ground in the galaxy.
“The next step will be my uprising.”

Han Xiao swallowed a large mouthful of wine as many ideas sprouted out in his head.



After a short rest, an upper echelon of the War Bureau arrived at the guest house and invited all the
Army Commanders for a meeting.

Han Xiao also received the notice and made sure that his hair was done nicely before walking to the
conference room while singing. He saw Underworld Feather and Gureja the moment he entered the
conference room.

He then sat down and made some idle chatter with the two of them. Gureja liked to touch his own
thighs when talking, and Underworld Feather liked to eat nonstop. After talking for a short while, the
other Army Commanders also arrived.

When everyone was present, a Godoran dressed in old-fashioned attire walked into the room. He was
an upper echelon of the War Bureau, and Han Xiao had talked to him through the communicator before.

The War Bureau upper echelon then began his speech about how he was grateful to everyone present
before moving onto the things that they should take note of during the ceremony. The majority of the
upper echelons of Godora would appear during the ceremony, including the current highest leader,
Serbia the Fifth. The ceremony was an official event, and there were many rules that needed to be
followed.

The ten or so Army Commanders seated in the room were all local tyrants of their respective regions.
However, this was also their first time attending an official galactic civilization ceremony. Despite their
strength and unbridled nature, they did not dare do as they pleased in such an official event.

The meeting ended very quickly, and the various Army Commanders stood up to take their leave.
Right at that moment, the upper echelon of the War Bureau called out to Han Xiao.

“Black Star, follow me. Serbia the Fifth invites you to meet him.”

Pa!

All the Army Commanders froze on the spot and looked back at Han Xiao in shock.

The highest leader of Godora was the leader of a Star System level civilization and was a true big figure.
His status and influence were not something that they could match. They would only be able to
encounter Serbia the Fifth during the actual ceremony!

However, such a figure was about to meet Black Star in private®
We are all Army Commanders here. Why are you the only one getting special treatment?

Han Xiao’s brows were raised, and he did not think that this was anything strange. Nodding, he said,
“Alright, let’s go.”

The Army Commanders looked at their departing backs before looking at each other with puzzled looks.
There was definitely something behind this!

Godora had not made an official announcement, and the Army Commanders did not know that Han Xiao
was their true key to victory. The merit that he rendered was on a completely different level from theirs.



After taking a long and winding path, they entered the core building of the regime. They then went
through many different security checks before finally arriving at the office of the highest leader.

Serbia the Fifth took the initiative to stand up and extended his hand. “Black Star, how is your rest?”
“Pretty good.” Han Xiao shook his hand, and the two of them began exchanging pleasantries.
The three of them then had a casual conversation for a while before finally broaching the main topic.

“Black Star, your intelligence helped us to wipe DarkStar out.” Serbia The Fifth did not display a lofty
attitude and spoke with a solemn expression. “I thank you on behalf of the Godoran citizens. Godora will
always remember what you have done.”

“As a citizen of the Garton Star System, this is something that | should do. It is just a small matter,” Han
Xiao said humbly.

“Your award ceremony would be grander, and we are going to award you with the ‘Golden Gal Badge’'.
This is Godora’s highest honor, and only thirty-two badges have been given out to date.”

“I am truly overwhelmed,” Han Xiao replied.

“This is something you deserve. We have already prepared the conditions that you have requested.”

The moment Serbia The Fifth completed his sentence, the War Bureau upper echelon beside him took
out his communicator and flashed the image of two different spaceships.

“Fifty Violent Falcon grade battleships that have the ability to attack and defend. One Fortress grade
flagship that is made from a powerful alloy. These fifty-one battleships are brand new, and they are
currently being stored in the army’s warehouse. They can be handed over to you at any time.”

According to his request, those battleships were in their base form and not special Godoran variations.
Together with this batch of battleships, his fleet now had about seventy battleships.

Han Xiao looked through the data of the spaceships and nodded in satisfaction. Godora did not go back
on their word and try to toy with him. Those two spaceships were truly decent. Especially the Fortress
grade flagship, which had a selling price of over 10,000,000 Enas and cost price of a few million. Of all
the different spaceships, flagships and motherships were the most expensive kind.

Just these fifty-one battleships would be a hefty price.

After confirming that there was no problem with the spaceships, the War Bureau upper echelon
continued.

“15,000,000 Enas have been deposited into your account. Please take a look.”

A bank transfer message had indeed appeared on his communicator. After taking a glance, Han Xiao
needed to exercise all his willpower to ensure that his face did not break out in a wide smile.



Together with the 3,400,000 Enas from being hired in the war, Han Xiao now had over 28,000,000 Enas
in his account!

He was truly a wealthy tycoon!
“As for the Super knowledge that you have requested, we can provide five. This is the list.”

As Han Xiao took a glance, the Super knowledge that a civilization had was indeed more complete than
the black market. There were even some that could not be found on the black market. Now that they
were being placed before him for him to choose, it saved him a great deal of time. However, the
highest-grade knowledge on the list was only a High-End Knowledge.

Without any hesitation, Han Xiao immediately chose to learn the Mechanic High-End Knowledge that he
had not learned.

Armed Branch: [High-End Material Technology]. Core Mechanic knowledge to research materials with
high resistance. The most obvious result would be an increase in Armor for all machines.

Energy Branch: [Super Nanometer Force]. Strengthens the basic attributes of all armor and machines.

When used in tandem with [Super Nanotechnology], high grade memory alloys that have the ability to
automatically restore Armor can be researched. If the blueprint for Nano Robots is learned, machines

may even have the ability to transform!

Energy Branch: [High Energy Weapon Control]. When used together with [High Class Energy Control],
many different powerful weapons can be created.

Control Branch: [Interstellar Navigation Technology]. Prerequisite knowledge to building a spaceship.

Control Branch: [Advanced Applications for Quantum Entanglement]. Greatly increase the transmission
range of energy and messages. Increases the range and efficiency for virtual intrusion.

The upper echelon immediately brought up the data from the knowledge bank and sent it to Han Xiao’s
communicator.

Han Xiao suppressed the urge to throw in his Potential Points immediately.

The benefits from the trade had basically been obtained by him, and the only thing left would be for
Godora to announce his contributions at the ceremony and increase his Renown.

It could be said that this was truly a happy ending for their cooperation.

After a short conversation, Han Xiao stood up to take his leave. Right at that moment, an idea suddenly
came to him, and Han Xiao threw an [Observer’s Mark] on Serbia the Fifth.

The highest leader of Godora would come into contact with top secret information every day, and he
could obtain some unexpected intelligence from spying on Serbia the Fifth.

It definitely was not because he wanted to spy on the lifestyle of the highest leader!



The next day, Han Xiao rented out a machinery modification room.

Since he was currently on the mother planet of Godora, the time taken for shipping would be negligible.
He immediately bought the core materials required for his new mechanical suit.

Despite Godora only charging him the cost price of those three materials, he spent more than 100,000
Enas.

At the same time, of the five new knowledges that he acquired from Godora, [High-End Material
Technology], [Super Nanometer Force], and [Advanced Applications for Quantum Entanglement] were
raised to the max level, which cost him a total of fifty-one Potential Points.

Han Xiao could finally feel a lack of Potential Points. The moment he started to level up his knowledge,
his Potential Points would also be expended rapidly.

Han Xiao made use of his new knowledge to complete his mechanical suit blueprint and also increased
the blueprint up to level ten. This was to ensure that he could create the most perfect mechanical suit.

This time, Han Xiao was prepared to create a mechanical suit that could keep up with his new Grade A
strength!

Chapter 587: Berserk Ape

In the machinery modification room...

“The core module is complete. Running an automatic scan... Automatic scan complete. Everything is in
working order. Assembling the periphery modules...”

Ten or so mechanical arms quickly assembled the various parts of the mechanical suit, and a holographic
screen displayed the various stats of the mechanical suit.

Phillip played the role of an assistant throughout the entire assembly process and used his superior
processing speed to oversee the entire process. He detected all the microscopic defects within the
various parts so that Han Xiao could make continuous adjustments and ensure perfection to raise the
grade of the product.

Above the purple grade was the pink rare grade. The higher the quality of a machine, the more difficult
it was to increase its grade. However, a problem that could be solved by money was not a problem at all.

Han Xiao spent more than 100,000 Enas on the core materials, and he had even made use of the pink
grade void dragon bone in the mechanical suit. With so many rare materials being used, it was
extremely simple to increase the grade of the final product. When comparing two different equipment
of the same level, the difference between the pink and purple grade was not small at all.

Now that he was in the Calamity Grade, he had abundant Mechanical Force, and his Machinery Affinity
was also raised. Together with the aid of all his talents and skills, Han Xiao’s construction efficiency was



increased a great deal. Even if he was constructing a high-grade mechanical suit, it did not take him too
much time.

Whoosh!

The mechanical arms quickly assembled the remaining modules of the mechanical suit, and after the
assembly was complete, the mechanical arm sprayed out a chilly gas that had the ability to cool down
and combine the modules. This was the final step.

The white cool gas dissipated in all directions, and a black and gold mechanical suit was displayed before
Han Xiao.

Han Xiao then pressed his finger on the chest portion of the mechanical suit and released a trace of
Mechanical Force to activate the suit.

Suddenly, waves seemed to have appeared on the surface of the mechanical suit, and countless black
Nano Robots sprung to action. The various modules of the thin mechanical suit began to surface, and
the mechanical suit bulged out as though it had put on a great deal of muscle.

Han Xiao made use of the [Super Nanometer Force] on the new mechanical suit, and there were many
nano machines in the mechanical suit that had the properties of a memory alloy. The information of the
various weapon modules were programed into these nano machines, and these nano machines could
transform into different weapons at any time. While the design of the mechanical suit seemed simple, it
was actually filled with weapons all over and had many different functions.

Apart from that, these nano machines had the ability to self-repair, produce energy, and many other
functions.

“This mechanical suit is much more powerful than Void Dragon and is the most powerful mechanical suit
that | have created to date...”

Han Xiao opened the interface and looked at the attributes of the mechanical suit.

[Berserk Ape]

Type: Nano Transforming Mechanical Suit

Grade: Pink

Requirements: Lv.135, Mechanic Class, >10,000 Energy
Basic Attributes:

— Armor: 86,000/86,000

— Defense: 580

— Power Level: 3,400

—Energy: 27,500



— Height: 1.96m
— Weight: 260 Pounds

Control Method: Middle Grade Artificial Intelligence assistance + Nerves Connection (+10% to all
attributes)

Power Source: Mini Concentrated Nuclear Reactor — Self Charge. Recovers Energy at 480/min. Energy
conversion rate from user: 40:90

Stationary Mode Energy Usage: 45/min
Combat Mode Energy Usage: 110/min
Core Power Capacity: 2,375/2,700

Skeleton Module: PR-909 Super Nano Polymer Fiber (Dark Purple) + Nanoparticle Array. Largely
increases the attributes of the mechanical suit.

+125 STR, +131 DEX, Power Usage: 350.
Nanoparticles can be activated to provide additional attributes. Energy cost: 50/min, all attributes +45%.

Armor Plating Module: Kyle Alloy (Dark Purple) + Void Dragon bone (Pink) + Refined Overga Metal
(Purple).

Weapon Module: Transforming Nanoparticle weapons. [Expand/Collapse]. Power Usage: 725

Thrusters Module: Anti-Gravity Electromagnetic Engine + Elementary Grade Galactic Thrusters. Power
Usage: 500

Shield Module: Super Tough Electromagnetic Shield. Provides 18,000 shield durability, 150 defense.
Energy cost: 150/min. Recovers 600 shield durability/s. Shield can only be used again after 8s if it breaks.
Power Usage: 300.

Additional Ability: Nanoparticle Repair. Nanoparticles have the ability to repair independently. Energy
cost: 200/min, 5% Armor repaired/min. The effects will be multiplied if out of battle.

Additional Ability: Berserk Throw. With the boost from the Concentrated Nuclear Reactor and
Nanoparticles, +80 STR during the throw. Throws the target away, and damage is broken down into
parts.

Damage calculation is determined by total STR. Point of throw will be first damage taken, and point of
contact with the ground will be the last. Every time the target collides into an object along the way, a
new round of damage will be taken. The collision damage will be calculated by the size and hardness of
the object. If the collision object is a living being, the living being will also suffer collision damage.

Energy cost: 60

Cooldown: 15s



Additional Ability: Power Detonation. 1,000 Energy would be immediately used up and channeled into
the next attack.

If the attack is a long ranged one, +320% — 360% power, AOE effect and sustained damage, +300%
shooting range.

If the attack is a close-ranged one, +650% — 700% damage, power detonation damage and sputtering
damage. 65% chance of critical damage. Able to inflict status effects like knock up, knock back,
suppression, and dizziness.

Cooldown: 90s
Special Ability: Nano Transformation, three different forms

Giant Ape Form: Transform into a heavy armor form between 4m to 8m tall. A portion of the weapons
will be unusable. In this form, +150 STR, -100 DEX, +130 Defense, +20,000 Armor, close range attacks
have an additional 16% vibration damage. +20% Damage from [Berserk Throw].

Shuttle Form: Transform into a space shuttle. Unable to use any close ranged attacks. Speed is largely
increased in this form and capable of flying in space.

Berserk Overload Form: Energy core will enter an overload state. Energy cost: 2,000/min. -25% Armor,
+180% damage to all weapons, +30% to all attributes, -40% cooldown for [Power Detonation] and
[Berserk Throw].

Remark: It would be suicide for a weak Super to put this suit on.

Compared to his previous mechanical suits, the greatest difference would be the different class of the
suit. In the past, the snake and dragon series belonged to the ‘Light Battle Mechanical Suit’ class, but the
Berserk Ape belonged to the ‘Nano Transforming Mechanical Suit’ class. It had the ability to transform
and did not need additional components to be mounted.

In fact, many of the transforming mechanical suits were of the ape series. Could it be that the origins of
this suit were the Saiyan ape?

The new mechanical suit was extremely powerful, and it met Han Xiao’s expectations. His mechanical
suit was finally stronger than his own body, and its damage was also powerful. Furthermore, with the
intergalactic engine that he had built into it, it was akin to a one-man spaceship. He would be able to
attack battleships in an intergalactic battle. It was an extremely useful function.

Compressing the Berserk Ape into a compressed orb, Han Xiao hung it around his neck. He could not
help but feel his hands turn itchy, and he was looking forward to finding someone to spar with.

However, his own Officers would only be bullied by him one-sidedly, and it would not be too convenient
for him to find the other Army Commanders or Godora.



“The ceremony is about to begin, so I'd better not create any trouble. There will be chances in the
future.”

Han Xiao temporarily suppressed that urge. The new mechanical suit was only a part of his plan to
upgrade his equipment. There were still various new weapons and machines that he needed to
construct. When he built up his new Mechanical Army again, his combat capabilities would then reach
the peak.

The date of the ceremony was finally decided.

Before the ceremony, Godora revealed the news of DarkStar being destroyed, and the entire Star
System was shaken.

DarkStar was infamous in the Shattered Star Ring, and it had actually been destroyed! This was truly
earth-shattering news!

Numerous galactic residents were completely dumbfounded. After so many years of no progress in
eradicating DarkStar, Godora was actually able to get rid of DarkStar in such a secretive and thorough
manner. This was truly too sudden.

Many organizations had still been guessing what kind of a storm DarkStar would kick up next and were
shocked by the news.

Godora only revealed a simple report of the process and would only announce the entire process in
detail during the ceremony. It was akin to a media press conference. As such, all the citizens of the
Shattered Star Ring focused their attention on Godora’s ceremony.

The galactic reporters were like sharks who smelled blood and all swarmed toward the mother planet of
Godora, anxiously waiting for the beginning of the ceremony.

The galactic media agencies came to an agreement with Godora and would broadcast the entire
ceremony.

As the date of the ceremony drew near, countless galactic residents became even more eager for the
ceremony to begin. They truly wanted to know exactly how Godora destroyed DarkStar!

In the midst of anticipation and eagerness, the day of the ceremony finally arrived.

Chapter 588: Award Ceremony

Boom!
The guard of honor squad opened fire toward the sky, and ceremonial fireworks burst open.

In the capital of the Godoran mother planet, the plaza in the center of the city was filled with splendor.



This was the most prominent landmark of the capital. The plaza was large and grand with the statues of
various historical figures in the center of the plaza. Those statues were enchanted with magic to make
the statues glow with a golden light. Many large scale Godoran events would be held in this plaza.

At that moment, the sky above the plaza was a no-fly zone, with many Godoran patrols making the
rounds. On the ground, the center of the plaza was cordoned off, and only those who were granted
access could enter. A large platform was situated at the center of the plaza with seats being placed on
the platform. These were the seats for the upper echelons of Godora. At that moment, the various
leaders were there yet, and their seats were still empty.

Below the platform were rows of neatly arranged seats that were there for the various members of
society invited to participate in the ceremony. At that moment, the seats were already filled up.

Outside the plaza, golden-skinned individuals were packed like sardines as they watched the ceremony
from afar. In truth, they did not need to be present physically to watch the ceremony as Godora would
project the entire ceremony into the sky. A holographic screen was currently floating in the sky of the
capital, and they only needed to raise their heads to be able to watch it.

Everyone in the streets and alleys of the capital stopped and looked up at the screen as they waited for
the ceremony to begin.

“The screen in the sky looks like a gigantic theatre. This effect is truly stunning.”
Many of the players also went onto the streets, and this sight was truly a fresh one for them.

Over the past few days, all the players had been freely exploring the capital, and they could experience a
new culture of a different race. This fresh experience was like tasty candy for them all.

Apart from the prices of goods being frighteningly high, everything else was extremely interesting to
them.

The players who had followed Han Xiao into space in the previous version were used to the various
sights in the galaxy. Frenzied Sword and the others could not help but describe the significance of being
brought to Godora’s mother planet to others. According to their experience, their Black Star Army being
on the mother planet was significant.

Maple Moon made a conjecture. “I think that a new Storyline may be waiting for us here. Think about it,
the Mutation Disaster has just ended, and the organization behind it has also been wiped out. The
players are starting to enter the galaxy on a large scale, and | think that there will be a new goal for us.”

Frenzied Sword shook his head and said, “No. | think that the Black Star Army itself is a Main Storyline
Mission. Don’t forget that we accepted many different missions previously and went to many different
planets with different races. Every planet had their own storyline, so the next Main Storyline Mission
should be an exploration one. With the Black Star Army as the guide, we will be able to encounter more
planets and races to allow the players to get used to the galaxy.”

“Makes sense. If the Black Star Army is the next Main Storyline Mission of Version 2.0, then the
significance of this ceremony is to create an impactful beginning.”

“This is the smell of wonderful material!” Bun-Hit-Dog’s eyes lit up.



A military aircraft stopped outside the guest house, and this was the vehicle that was going to take all
the Army Commanders to the ceremony.

Everyone got onto the aircraft, and Han Xiao picked a random spot to sit in.
“It is finally time for the ceremony to begin.”

None of the Army Commanders were too excited about the ceremony. They had personally participated
in the war and were extremely clear about what had happened. The ceremony would just be for Godora
to announce the process of how they ambushed all of DarkStar’s motherships and defeated DarkStar in
one fell swoop.

This would definitely result in people questioning how Godora locked onto DarkStar’s location.
However, this had come from one of Godora’s top secret sources, and it was impossible for them to
reveal it.

All the Army Commanders understood this, so the ceremony did not interest them greatly. All of them
only intended to make use of the ceremony to spread the fame of their Army.

All of them chatted casually, and while they had intentionally restrained their aura, the pilot who was in
the same aircraft as ten or so Calamity Grade Supers had a pale complexion with his entire back covered
in sweat.

Although he had known that this was an aircraft full of bigshots in advance, it was still frightening!
Underworld Feather sat beside the pilot and asked in a gentle tone, “Are you afraid?”
I.I’

The pilot gulped hard and stammered, “No... not at al

“Don’t be nervous, eat something.” Underworld Feather took out some suspicious looking dried meat
and fed it to the pilot with a friendly look.

The pilot gritted his teeth and ate the piece of dried meat and was surprised to find out that it was
actually pretty tasty. He thus asked curiously, “What kind of meat is this?”

Just when Underworld Feather was about to reply, Han Xiao interrupted helplessly. “Don’t ask if you
don’t want to puke.”

Over the past few days, he had come to understand Underworld Feather’s personality.

She would pretend to share her snacks warmly but intentionally fed people strange items so as to satisfy
her sadistic urges. This little lass was still extremely good at feigning innocence.

“Tsk.” Underworld Feather turned around.

Han Xiao and the others arrived at the ceremony grounds and sat in their seats. Their arrival
immediately resulted in a huge wave of commotion from the galactic reporters.

“They seem to be the captains of the various large-sized mercenary groups, right?”



“That’s right. They are all famous mercenaries. They should have joined the war as well.”
Below the platform, the reporters chatted among themselves.

After a short while, a couple of aircrafts flew over from the direction of the government buildings. The
leaders of Godora were finally there, and they all got into their seats.

Serbia the Fifth was the last to appear, and the moment he made his appearance, the entire crowd burst
into loud cheers with the citizens watching from afar also cheering at the top of their lungs.

Han Xiao casually glanced at the VIP seats below the platform. Apart from the reporters, those in the VIP
seats were the various leaders of the Godoran planets. Almost all of them were purebloods, and even
the few mixed bloods were not too different in appearance.

Serbia the Fifth raised his hand, and the entire crowd became silent. He then began his speech, which
was projected far and wide by the magical loudspeaker.

This was the official beginning of the ceremony, and it was broadcast live.

The ceremony would naturally begin with some usual pleasantries like thanking the citizens of the
various planets for their contribution, emphasizing on the efforts of the government, and so on.

After a long speech, the Godorans were still sat up straight as they listened with seriousness. However,
Han Xiao did not have the same patriotism as the Godorans and almost fell asleep from that long
speech. At this moment, Serbia the Fifth finally changed the topic and got to the main point.

“I have something important to announce. DarkStar was a terrorist organization that made use of
discrimination as an excuse to create chaos and destruction. For years, DarkStar committed many
atrocities, and their hands were covered with blood! We will never be afraid of any provocation and
have always done our best to stop DarkStar. Thirteen days ago, we finally made a huge breakthrough
and wiped DarkStar out!”

Boom!

Despite Godora releasing a simple report of the matter before this, the Godoran citizens still could not
hold in their excitement upon hearing it from Serbia the Fifth personally. The Godoran citizens burst out
with excitement upon hearing the news.

The cheers were deafening to the point one could not help but feel one’s body shake.

Right at that moment in the VIP location of the platform, Underworld Feather looked at Han Xiao and
softly said, “Can you hear me?”

Han Xiao turned around and replied, “Yes | can. What's the matter?”
“I am just making sure that you aren’t deaf,” Underworld Feather said expressionlessly.

Han Xiao’s mouth cramped up. Underworld Feather then ignored the cameras around her and took out
a bag of melon seeds to munch on. She even shot out the shells of the melon seeds onto his back like a
machine gun. Han Xiao’s mouth could not help but cramp up even more.



The Dark Elves truly are a petty bunch...

After cheering for a long time, the Godorans gradually quieted down. The reporters knew that it was
time for Godora to announce the process of the raid. They all became extremely attentive and focused
their attention on Serbia the Fifth. Their pens were gripped tightly in their hands, and they were
prepared to write down everything that he said.

“This time, we received help from a key individual and locked onto the location of DarkStar, thus
allowing us to deal with the DarkStar fleet in one fell swoop...”

Serbia the Fifth described the battle slowly. The content of his speech was as the mercenaries had
expected. He briefly narrated what had happened and emphasized greatly on their victory.

All the Godorans listened carefully, and the reporters jotted down the details in their notebooks. When
this speech was broadcast across the Shattered Star Ring, many galactic residents were extremely
curious about this ‘key individual’ that Serbia the Fifth talked about.

This ‘key individual’ should probably be their intelligence source!

After Serbia the Fifth finished his speech, he indicated that he would take questions. The hands of the
galactic reporters all shot up extremely quickly.

One of the reporters was then chosen, and he said, “Your Majesty, | would like to ask if the identity of
this key individual can be revealed.”

Upon hearing that, viewers across the Star System all rolled their eyes. While they were also interested
in the source of the intelligence, this was obviously top secret, and Godora definitely would not be
willing to reveal it.

At that moment, Serbia the Fifth smiled and suddenly changed topics. “In truth, there is another major
event planned for the ceremony. | will be performing an award ceremony for an individual to award him
with the Golden Gal Badge!”

Golden Gal Badge?

The Godorans and the majority of the reporters present were completely dumbfounded. Their minds
blanked out from this piece of news.

Compared to those from other Star Systems, who were puzzled by this announcement, they understood
the significance of the Golden Gal Badge.

The Golden Gal Badge was the badge of highest honor in Godora, and it had only been given out a total
of thirty-two times. This was despite the millions of years of Godora’s history! This badge was extremely
rare!

Only those who made a significant contribution—such as world-renowned scientists, triumphant
generals, or wise and peerless rulers—would be able to receive this badge. All the recipients of the
badge could be called heroes.

Furthermore, at least half of the recipients had only received the badge after they passed away.



It had been an extremely long time since the badge was last given out. Who would have thought that
someone would receive the badge of utmost honor again that day?

This was truly earth-shattering news!
All the reporters regained their cool, and their faces were flushed red from excitement.
Serbia the Fifth turned and looked at the VIP area, and many heads turned to follow his vision.

Han Xiao’s mouth twitched, and he had no choice but to stand up. In the face of Serbia the Fifth’s
friendly gaze, he gritted his teeth and walked over.

It was not because he was nervous.

But because his back was still covered with the shells of melon seeds...

“Let me introduce to all of you the recipient of the Golden Gal Badge, Black Star!”
All of a sudden, everyone took a deep breath.

Everyone was stunned!

All the Army Commanders were completely dumbfounded, and Underworld Feather was shocked to the
point her jaw dropped.

The players that were watching the live broadcast were dumbfounded.

The Black Star Army Officers who were playing cards while they watched the broadcast were also
dumbfounded, with many of them dropping the cards in their hands.

In fact, there were many Godoran officials who had not been made aware of this matter who also
revealed looks of shock.

This was the Golden Gal Badge! This was the first time that it was to be awarded to an outsider who was
not a Godoran!

Chapter 589: Recorded in History

“How come Black Star is able to obtain the Golden Gal Badge®”
At this moment, countless galactic residents were shocked, their faces full of doubts.

The intelligence that Han Xiao had provided had not been disclosed yet. Furthermore, many people still
remembered Han Xiao’s identity as well as his deeds. If the medal was issued to an unknown character,
most people would only have felt that the person was mysterious and be curious about them. However,
giving the medal to someone who had already formed an impression in their hearts instead resulted in a
great amount of shock for the community!

Pairs of dumbfounded eyes stared at Han Xiao, only to see him walk to stand side by side with the leader
of Godora, Serbia the Fifth.



Serbia the Fifth changed to a solemn tone as he proclaimed, “Black Star is the key person who provided
the coordinates of the DarkStar motherships. He is the biggest contributor to the elimination of
DarkStar! His boldness and caution allowed him to infiltrate and crack the stealth system of DarkStar,
foiling their survival efforts and allowing us to monitor their movements. Without him, we would not
have been able to obtain victory!”

Black Star was the linchpin that provided the intelligence®
Hearing this news, everyone present came to their senses.

The skepticism in the Godorans’ eyes was immediately replaced by surprise, admiration, gratitude, and
even reverence.

The various Army Commanders suddenly burst out into conversation. It was no wonder Black Star was
favored by Godora. Everything could be explained now.

It turned out, this war employment of theirs was actually a deal facilitated by Black Star himself! Their
armies were just the party enjoying the benefits!

Justin blushed, feeling that he had become a laughingstock.

That time, he had asked Black Star if he was worthy. Most likely, he would be mocked till he could not
show his face.

On the other side, the various reporters froze for a moment, realizing the key issue here.

DarkStar was ephemeral, coming and going like ghosts, but Black Star was actually able to track their
coordinates. In truth, he was the root cause of DarkStar’s demise!

He single-handedly supported the war! He rewrote the power structure of the Garton Star System!

Rather than saying that Godora had borrowed the intelligence of Black Star to defeat DarkStar, it could
even be seen as Black Star borrowing the knife that was Godora to kill the villains who destroyed his
hometown, DarkStar!

Such a character... how scary!

Many of them were struck by inspiration. The reporters were in a frenzy, burying their heads and
scribbling hastily.

Han Xiao accepted the stares as he stood on the stage. The camera broadcast his handsome face onto
the virtual screens of every Godoran family.

The impact caused by this news further propelled the reaction that the residents had toward Han Xiao
repelling the DarkStar elites a while ago. The effect could only be described as sensational. Han Xiao’s
appearance and deeds had been imprinted on the hearts of the countless viewers, and they could not
forget him even if they wanted to.

It was a pity that the award ceremony did not arrange for him to give a speech, or else he would have
been able to utilize his skills. Right now, he could only be a mascot to receive praise on stage.



The ceremony of awarding the title had a grand and formal process. After going through the ceremony,
Serbia the Fifth received a golden medal from the attendant beside him. The medal had an image of God
Gal carved on it.

He personally awarded the medal, pinning it solemnly on Han Xiao’s chest.
“I represent Godora in thanking you for your contribution.”

Han Xiao suddenly had the impression that he was an Olympic champion being bestowed the gold
medal. He reached out to touch the Golden Gal Badge and had an urge to bring it up to bite on it, to
check if it was real gold.

After receiving the highest honor of Godora, he could not just remain passive. In theory, it was time for
him to state a phrase of thanks to Godora. However, Han Xiao thought about it before stretching out his
hand and giving a firm handshake to Serbia the Fifth before putting on a ‘sincere’ smile on his face.

“It was a great cooperation. Our Black Star Army will accept all legal employment, and we operate with
integrity. Please, do not hesitate to choose the Black Star Army, and you can rest assured... oh, and |
hope that the friendship between us will continue.”

In Han Xiao’s mind, the bigger the occasion, the more suitable it was to advertise. Since they were not
subordinates of Godora, just giving out pleasantries of thanking each other would be too boring for the
viewers. As the saying goes, as long as one has the guts, even wheat can have a yield of 18,000
kilograms per acre of land * !

Besides, could Godora still take back the medal in front of everyone watching?

F*ck me, at such a grand and formal occasion, you actually came out with an advertisement... The smile
on Serbia the Fifth’s face instantly froze, the phrase ‘MMP !  almost coming out from his throat. He
forcefully swallowed it and maintained his slight smile with difficulty.

I am the leader of the Godorans. | cannot be seen uttering any profanities...
Pal

The various Army Commanders facepalmed on the spot. We’re all colleagues, but to dare use such a
venue to make an advertisement, your courage surpasses all of us here.

“Truly my teacher, even his shameless mannerisms are still so handsome!” Sylvia was staring with
sparkling eyes.

Hila suddenly had a sense of relief. This guy indeed had not changed and still had that nasty streak
within him!

Kacha!

Countless cameras captured the moment of the duo shaking hands, as though carving this memory into
the river of time.



In the eyes of the players, this scene seemed to have a significance on par with an epic tale. Looking at
Han Xiao, who had mentioned the Black Star Army, many players suddenly felt inexplicable excitement
and pride, as though it was their honor.

Galaxy Calendar, Year 692, the 25th day of the 5th Month.

Godora had launched a comprehensive counterattack on DarkStar, annihilating them. Black Star was
revealed as their key source of intelligence, and his actions had practically rewritten the power structure
of the Garton Star System. The Black Star Army had also participated in the counterattack, codenamed
[Operation Hodellas].

In the 6th Month of the same year, Black Star was awarded the Golden Gal Badge by Godora’s Supreme
Leader, Serbia the Fifth. He became the first non-Godoran to have received this honor in history.

Time seemed to stand still as all the events were written into history.

The Shattered Star Ring was thrown into chaos!

After the formal ceremony was a celebration for the civilization. The people applauded and cheered for
the destruction of DarkStar.

At the end of the ceremony, Han Xiao, under the aggrieved stare of Serbia the Fifth, took the official
hovercraft for the reception and returned to the guest house with the other Army Commanders.

On the way, Gureja, Underworld Feather, and the other Army Commanders were all cozying up to Han
Xiao.

After the award presentation, everyone knew in their hearts that the Black Star Army was the one that
had benefitted the most and had successfully made a name for themselves. They would obtain a
continuous flow of tasks in the future, so Han Xiao’s position in their hearts had gone up a few notches.
The moment they had the opportunity, they would try to connect more with him.

When the hovercraft stopped at the guest house, Han Xiao, who was already frustrated from all the
talking, hurriedly pried himself away from everyone, returning to his room.

Once he closed the door, Han Xiao drank some water and caught his breath. Only then did he take out
the Golden Gal Badge, holding it in front of his eyes to analyze.

An introduction popped out on his interface.

Golden Gal Badge: Highest level of honor awarded by Godora—Your relationship with the Godoran
Civilization is fixed at [Reverence]. If Faction Favorability falls to a negative level, the relationship will
change. The favorability of all citizens toward you is at [Respect], and the relationship with all of
Godora’s allies will reach [Friendly].

Remark: When a small piece of metal that costs less than 1 Ena has the meaning of honor attached to it,
its perceived value rises tens of thousands of times in the eyes’ of some people.



Han Xiao’s eyes sparkled.

This medal has changed my Favorability levels so much, probably saving me at least four or five years of
time.

The improvement of his relationships meant that people would show him more respect, and the Black
Star Army would receive more employment, allowing them to expand their business.

The default model of his Black Star Army would require a lot of resources, and the thing that he needed
most would be NPC provided resources. With the increase in faction favorability provided by the medal,
it would help him to save a lot of energy.

Looking at the interface, in addition to the effects provided by the medal, there were more notifications.
With the official announcement of DarkStar being annihilated being broadcast, the interface had also
sent out a popup showing that the mission [Godora’s Ally] had been completed.

Mission [Godora’s Ally] has ended. The objectives completed consist of: [Deputy Chief — Degulish],
[Wind Demon — Anur], [Captured Mothership], [Assault Ship Destroyer]...

Mission rating: Unbelievable

You have been awarded 75,000,000 experience, 3000 Godora Favorability, 2 Potential Points, 4 Free
Attribute Points, 1 Random Reward, and 4 Special Items.

This was a Grade A main storyline, and one of the four special items was a Medal of Honor. However,
Han Xiao had already obtained three and combined them to obtain the special medal that would give a
twelve-percent bonus to all Attributes. This item was a one-of-a-kind, so there was no need for his
newly obtained Medal of Honor. He gazed at the other three special items instead.

Character Summon Card—DarkStar Leader: [Heart Malediction—Collapse] — Causes the effect of [Mind
Collapse] on a single target. If successful, the target will lose control of their body and will not be able to
perform any actions. Effect and Duration will be determined based on the MYS attribute.

Number of times used: 0/2

Character Summon Card—Ember: [Carbon Deconstruction—Intermediate Damage] — Inflicts a large
amount of True Damage to all enemy targets within 400m. Specific damage value is based on the
difference in Level between the targets and user. The larger the value, the higher the damage, and the
higher the probability of inflicting serious injuries, disabilities, internal bleeding, and other negative
statuses.

Number of times used: 0/3



Character Summon Card—Nagakin: [Secret Skill—Muscle Is Truth] —+250 STR, +40% Damage to Melee
Attacks. Lasts 3 minutes.

Number of times used: 0/7

Muscle is truth? What a weird skill name. Han Xiao’s mouth twitched. What sort of philosophical
ideology is this? You might as well have put ‘Whoever has the strongest fist dictates the truth’.

He left his random reward untouched. Without reaching a certain amount, he did not wish to draw
them. Moreover, he did not have any problems that required the testing of his luck.

Following which, Han Xiao scrolled down the interface. By completing the Mission Rating with a high
Mission Rating, he had produced a new Dungeon Crystal.

[Godora vs. DarkStar]!

The new Dungeon Crystal was the same as the previous [Six Nations and Germinal Organization]. It
comprised all the main storyline battle episodes and condensed them to form the dungeon crystal. It
would basically just be parts of the mission of [Godora’s Ally], sending out enemies to challenge the
players. Weakened copies of Anur, Degulish, and a fixed number of DarkStar warriors and elite warriors
would appear, along with the assault ships.

The number of copies present would almost be equivalent to the number of enemies in DarkStar that he
had defeated.

However, the players now would only be abused if they used the dungeon crystal, so they would not be
able to utilize it.

His gains this time were still good.
After sorting out his rewards, Han Xiao then looked toward his other notification prompts.
Unsurprisingly, this sensational ceremony had awarded him with new Legendary Points.

Not one, but two points!

Galactic Legendary Point (Garton Star System): Destroyer of DarkStar—DarkStar was the nemesis of
Godora, a terrorist organization that did whatever they liked. The two have clashed for many years, but
you have managed to bring about an opportunity, rewriting the power structure. Because of your help,
Godora managed to annihilate DarkStar. DarkStar has become part of history, and your legends will
exclaim and astound everyone. The world will respect you, and those who are against you will fear you.

Galactic Legendary Point (Garton Star System): Godora’s Ally—You have made a huge contribution to
Godora and have been conferred the highest honor, the Golden Gal Badge. Your achievements will be
recorded in the history of Godora, remembered by all its people!



“What an unexpected surprise.” Han Xiao rubbed his hands in glee.

Legendary Points were hard to obtain. He initially only had one point. To think that he got two points in
one go, which, if converted, would give him a bonus of twenty-four percent when receiving rewards.
The improvement was considerable, and this showed the potential benefit of obtaining Legendary
Points.

‘Destroyer of DarkStar’ title naturally came from annihilating DarkStar, and ‘Godora’s Ally’ was obtained
because of the Golden Gal Badge and the [Godora’s Ally] mission. They were divided into separate titles.

“After another few days of ‘fermentation’ in the media, my renown will skyrocket. The Black Star Army
will see its reputation rise to a scarily high level. People will flock toward me, be it employers with or
without money.”

Han Xiao was quite satisfied.

He had obtained explosive fame in the Garton Star System and could probably roam unhindered
through this part of the galaxy.

His next goal would be to consolidate his reputation while expanding his mercenary group, allowing the
players to officially start their mercenary careers.

“Since the ceremony has already ended, there’s no need to stay on the Godora mother star any longer.
After a night’s rest, I'll receive the fifty-one spaceships and take the players over to Planet Golden Gate,
our first base.”

Han Xiao set down the plans in his mind.

At the edge of the Shattered Star Ring, on an unmanned, desolate planet, a spaceship was suspended in
the air, collecting gaseous fuel from the planet. There were only two people on board, the DarkStar
leader and Ember.

At that moment, in the cockpit where they were seated, the virtual screen in front of them had just
finished broadcasting the celebration of Godora. Han Xiao’s award ceremony had also been taken in by
the eyes of them both.

There was a deathly silence.

The expressions of the DarkStar leader and Ember were stiff as they finally understood why they had
lost so miserably.

Chapter 590: Influence

“I did not lose to Godora; | lost to him...” The DarkStar leader had a complicated expression on his face.

Back when Black Star first entered his sights, he had still been a small-time mercenary. After Black Star
killed Anur, only then did he take him seriously. He had never expected Black Star to rise like a rocket,



making three Calamity Grade officers swallow a shameful failure. In the end, DarkStar had become a
stepping stone for Black Star.

“Terrifying person...” The DarkStar leader did not feel angry but helpless.
Why did we mess with this guy at the start?
Ember was sulking.

A few years ago, when he first fought Black Star, he would never have thought Black Star would become
the one to destroy DarkStar.

Black Star had almost become his nightmare.

Although he had taken Black Star’s potential much more seriously than his colleagues, it was too late.
The DarkStar leader was about to take him away from Shattered Star Ring to find someone to rely on in
another Star Field.

Ember believed in the leader’s judgment. Hence, even at this time, despite knowing that Black Star was
the mastermind behind everything, they were not going to turn around and deal with him. Furthermore,
troops that were after them were everywhere in the Garton Star System, so going back was basically
giving themselves up.

Nonetheless, Ember was frustrated.

The DarkStar leader glanced at him and said indifferently, “Don’t think too much. A loss is a loss. Before
we recover our forces, we have no ability to get revenge.”

“I know. The matter of the utmost importance now is to look for the person you said we could rely on.”
Ember nodded solemnly and suppressed his anger and frustration deep within his heart. He knew that
before they had the ability to, revenge was just an empty dream. He paused and asked, “Who is this
person you're talking about?”

“A Beyond Grade A, you will know by then.”

Joy appeared on Ember’s face. “You managed to find a Beyond Grade A? That’s amazing. This way, we
won’t have to hold back because of Floating Dragon.”

The DarkStar leader glanced at Ember and suddenly asked, “Ember, what do you think the best future
for hybrids is?”

“Best future? Overthrowing the reign of the purebloods and becoming the new Godora, of course,”
Ember replied without hesitation.

The DarkStar leader expressed neither approval nor denial. “And what does it mean to have overthrown
the reign of the pureblood? All the government officials becoming hybrids? Killing all purebloods? If we
successfully control the government, the fixed bloodline society levels can’t be changed overnight. Even
if the government is overthrown, the remaining Godora purebloods will request help from the ally
civilizations. By then, there will both be exterior and interior problems. Even if we overthrow the reign
of the purebloods, it might not last for long. Furthermore, the Colton Star Cluster’s Star Cluster
Civilization will not approve of our legal position.”



Ember frowned. “Despite the obstacles, there will be a chance.”

“What if there’s a better way? Where the hybrids leave Godora, get away from the rule of the
purebloods. We build a home belonging to the hybrids in another Star System, where everyone is a
hybrid. There will not be the problem of bloodline anymore; we will rule ourselves, free of Godora’s
label, becoming a new civilization, a new race.”

Thinking of that image, longing appeared in Ember’s eyes. He then shook his head—he had thought of
this before.

“If we openly split from Godora, we will have nowhere to hide. Godora will attack us immediately.
Furthermore, in order to create a new civilization, there are way too many difficulties: territory,
diplomacy, manpower, production, population, and many more. Plus, the obstacle in the political aspect
is too strong. The other Star System civilizations or even Star Cluster civilizations will not sit and watch
us create a civilization without doing anything. We will have almost no support at all.”

“Yes, no civilization will support us, unless a higher power interferes.” The DarkStar leader stopped this
conversation and changed the topic. “You pilot the spaceship; | have something important to deal with.”

The DarkStar leader then left the communicator, took out the hidden communicator, and sent a
communication request.

The blurry image appeared once again.
“We will be able to leave Shattered Star Ring very soon. Everything is prepared.”

“Alright, we have introduced you to that person already. He’s very interested in your offering and is
waiting for you.”

The DarkStar leader nodded and said, “One more thing, about Black Star... he’s an obstacle.”

“You don’t have to worry about Black Star. If needed, we will find someone to provide him with a
mission at a price he cannot refuse.” The blurry shadow faintly smiled. “After all, he’s a mercenary.
Being killed on a mission is the most common way for mercenaries to die.”

After a few more words, the DarkStar leader hung up the communication and returned to the cockpit.

The spaceship continued on its journey after harvesting fuel, heading toward outside of Shattered Star
Ring, turning into a stream of light, and disappearing into the universe.

On Floating Dragon Island...

“Black Star is probably Floating Dragon’s strongest officer.”

“Ames really found a treasure.”

“Did you guys know that | once fought Black Star on Floating Dragon Island?”

“You were the one being beaten up, right?”



The Godoran ceremony had been broadcasted there too. The numerous scavengers and galactic pirates
chatted at the dock.

At this time, a small gray metal spaceship slowly landed. On its body was a special mark—crossed arms
on top of a cross, surrounded by a ring made up of different shapes.

Upon noticing this spaceship, the volume of these galactic pirates suddenly softened. Their faces turned
horrified.

This mark represented another Beyond Grade A force in Shattered Star Ring—Bloodshed Land.

‘Tyrant’ Heber, a person who had achieved Beyond Grade A on the path of the Pugilist. He was known as
‘The Walking Fixed Star’, ‘The One Who Stepped into the Forbidden Zone of Life’.

Unlike Ames who was neutral, he was a VIP of a Star Cluster Civilization. The Bloodshed Land under his
command was an enormous organization that ruled an area. Compared to the size of Floating Dragon, it
was like the difference between an adult and an infant.

A group of people disembarked from the spaceship, led by a tall, muscular man wearing heavy plate
armor without a helmet, showing his face with the features of the Demon race.

His skin was red. A pair of curved horns extended from his forehead, and half of one was missing. His
pupils were white, and two dark black lines slashed across his face from his forehead all the way down
to his jaw, giving off a strong feeling of hostility.

With every step he took, he left a shallow footstep on the ground behind him, showing the tremendous
weight he carried with him.

“That’s one of the Bloodshed Land’s Eight Frontiersmen, a core officer, ‘Broken Horn” Malekith.”

“Bloodshed Land’s men coming to Floating Dragon? Could these two Beyond Grade A Supers have some
plan?”

The people on the dock held their breath and whispered. Malekith from Bloodshed Land told his
subordinates to standby and ran toward the palace in the middle of Floating Dragon alone, disappearing
from everyone’s sight.

Not long after, a stream of light suddenly rose from the palace, drawing a parabola in the sky over the
entire city area extremely fast, and fell right near the dock.

Boom!
Like a meteor, a deep crater formed on the ground.
The galactic pirates around were startled and hastily looked over.

In between the dust created by the impact, Malekith climbed up from the deep crater and dusted off
the soil from his body.

The Dragon Emperor had always been hostile toward Bloodshed Land’s people. When he met Ames, he
was thrown out by her Force Field before he could say much. However, Malekith was unhurt despite
what had happened.



“The invitation letter has been delivered, let’s go.”

With an indifferent face, Malekith ordered his subordinates to board the spaceship. The spaceship took
off and disappeared into space.

On Planet Aquamarine, in the middle of the reconstruction after the disaster, the Sanctuary and the Six
Nations were visited by uninvited guests.

Spaceship fleets landed on Planet Aquamarine one after another, these people were all from the
financial groups operating in the Garton Star System.

After Bennett discussed with the Six Nations leader, they decided to use the base that Black Star had left
on Planet Aquamarine as a landing spot to meet all visitors from space.

The personnel of the various financial groups gathered and conversed with Bennett and the Six Nations
leader together.

“Why are all of you here?”

With the instructions that Han Xiao had left behind to communicate with visitors from outer space,
Bennett and the Six Nations’ superiors were much calmer.

“Hi, government authorities of Planet Aquamarine, I’'m the senior director of Lauren Financial Group...”
“I’'m Shine Financial Group’s manager...”
The financial group personnel introduced themselves one after another, followed by their purpose.

“We hope to sign commercial partnership treaties with you, to invest in Planet Aquamarine. Simply put,
we will pay the money to modify Planet Aquamarine for you in exchange for business licenses and
permission to build businesses here.”

With the background of Floating Dragon in addition to the sensational Golden Gal Badge event recently,
Planet Aquamarine became a hot target for many galactic financial groups. Not only were there
commercial opportunities, but there was also a chance to get on the good side of Floating Dragon. The
return was very valuable.

Hence, many financial groups decided to invest in Planet Aquamarine’s development.

Usually, advanced civilizations were not allowed to interfere with the developments of lower civilization.
However, what would be considered ‘interference’ was very blurry. The investments from galactic
financial groups hardly had anything to do with advanced civilizations. Furthermore, whether or not any
advanced civilizations were behind this was even more difficult to clarify.

Also, this was Shattered Star Ring, the edge of the known universe, far from the authorities.



Bennett and the Six Nations superiors were overjoyed. What they dreamt of was indeed to become a
galactic civilization from a surface civilization. Although the path they took was not exactly the same, it
was an effective path.

All of this was brought about by Black Star. Having someone on the same planet doing so exceptionally
well in the universe was a blessing for Planet Aquamarine.

Relying on Han Xiao was indeed proven to be better than relying on Godora.

After agreeing on the idea, the authorities of Planet Aquamarine discussed the partnership with the
galactic financial groups for the very first time in history.

This planet was gradually taking steps toward the universe.

Planet Aquamarine’s galactic era had begun.

The day after the award ceremony, Han Xiao bade farewell to the Godoran superiors and the army
commanders. He received fifty Violent Falcon battleships and a Fortress Grade flagship. The improved
fleet carried all the members of the Black Star Army and left the Godora Mother Planet.

This was a remarkably profitable trip. With the size of their fleet, it was more than enough to even fight
a small-scale galactic war.

After many days, Planet Golden Gate finally appeared in their sights.
“Finally, we’ve reached the headquarters.”

Inside the BlackLight Stealth cockpit, Han Xiao looked at the outline of Planet Golden Gate and smiled.



