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961 Manison Is Truly A Good Man 

After breaking free from Manison’s Virtual Domain, Han Xiao’s Virtual Soul returned to the main system 

of his headquarters, and he heaved a sigh of relief. 

He was not a match for Manison in terms of Virtual Technology skills, but Manison could not pose a 

threat to him in terms of mental damage. 

It was not only because he was tanky but also because the Mechanic class did not specialize in mental 

damage. Regardless of how powerful [Virtual Paramount] was, it would be difficult to easily defeat a 

Mechanic at the same level. Furthermore, high Intelligence also provided high Psychological Resistance, 

and Mechanics were not that weak against mental attacks. 

[Virtual Paramount] is better used for a control skill. I needed about five or six seconds to leave 

Manison’s Virtual Domain, and the situation is still alright. 

Han Xiao looked at the situation and nodded. 

When he was dragged into the Virtual Domain by Manison, Phillip lost his aid, and the thickness of the 

firewall thinned greatly with more data being lost. 

Thankfully, he returned in time and stabilized the situation. However, he was at a slight disadvantage 

again. 

Since Manison was able to break Han Xiao’s Virtual Domain quickly, Han Xiao would not take too long to 

do so either. [Virtual Paramount] was not too suitable to deal with other Mechanics, and grasping 

Virtual Technology would allow a Mechanic to greatly reduce the amount of time being controlled. 

At this moment, Manison said from outside the firewall, “An unbelievable physique and unimaginable 

potential. Black Star, just where did you come out from?” 

“There are plenty of wonders in the vast universe.” Han Xiao chuckled. “There’s no need for you to be so 

surprised, right?” 

Manison shook his head and replied, “I had a guess in my mind during our last exchange, and I am 

increasingly certain about my guess after this exchange. Black Star, are you the manifestation of a Space 

Wonder?” 

“Ha, that may be the truth,” Han Xiao replied calmly. 

At this moment, Risda had finally broken free from the seal and immediately aided Han Xiao in 

defending against Manison’s intrusion. 

Finette also continued to attack the firewall, and every attack of his opened a small loophole in the 

firewall and extracted some data. 

With one attacking and the other defending, both parties competed with their Virtual Technology skills. 

The modules were destroyed one after another before being reconstructed, and this cycle continued. 



Although it seemed like a flood of data was assaulting the firewall on the surface, if one zoomed into the 

firewall, one would be able to see many mini battlefields on every inch of space. The endless data 

jumping around was like the soldiers of this battlefield. 

Despite both parties looking extremely calm, they were calculating at high speed in their minds with 

every detail being personally managed by them. 

... 

In the logistics department of the Black Star Army, Reynold had already gathered all the Mechanics to 

put aside what they were doing. 

Looking at all the Mechanics in the logistics department, Reynold said with a deep voice, “Everyone, the 

Black Star Army is currently suffering from a Virtual Intrusion. His Excellency Black Star is currently 

fighting back, and we cannot remain idle as part of the army. The Army Commander needs our help!” 

Everyone had a bitter look on their face. The situation was indeed bad if even Black Star could not fight 

the enemy off. 

None of them understood why Black Star would suddenly provoke the Mechanic Emperor. 

In the Mechanic world, the name of the Mechanic Emperor was just too famous. He was the publicly 

acknowledged strongest Mechanic. Every member of the logistics department could not help but feel 

uneasy that they were about to face such a character. 

The fame of being the strongest Mechanic was not just for show and had a [Mechanic Morale 

Punishment] halo with it. It would make most Mechanics lose their confidence. 

Someone then could not help but ask, “Why is the Mechanic Emperor invading us? Isn’t his relationship 

with Black Star not too bad?” 

“How should I know?” Reynold glared at that individual and bellowed, “Don’t let your thoughts run wild. 

Now that the army is in danger, we need to help the army. Regardless of what his status is, he is 

currently our enemy!” 

Although Reynold said those words, there was a long period of time when the Mechanic Emperor was 

also Reynold’s idol. It was only after he joined the Black Star Army and witnessed Black Star rising slowly 

that Han Xiao slowly overtook the position of the Mechanic Emperor in his heart. 

Now that he had to fight his past idol, Reynold had already accepted the matter. 

Upon hearing Reynold’s words, the members of the logistics department calmed themselves down. 

Reynold’s prestige was extremely high. This was thanks to his serious work attitude and strict 

personality. Many Mechanics were inclined to such a personality. 

Upon seeing that the morale of the logistics department was stabilized, Reynold issued a series of orders 

and got everyone to start working. 

Although it was difficult for them to join in the battle between two peak Beyond Grade A Mechanics, 

they could temporarily replace Phillip and aid Phillip in his calculations to increase his capacity. 



At the same time, Herlous, who was playing cards on the net, also got into action. 

He gathered the armed forces of the Black Star Army in the various divisions to do a carpet search of all 

the neighboring planets, attempting to find Manison’s location. However, this was a huge operation and 

was akin to finding a needle in a haystack. 

On the other side, Sylvia contacted the upper echelons of Garton Star System, and Godora temporarily 

gave up control of many Garton Star System network bases to allow the Black Star Army to make use of 

half of the Star System’s quantum network authority. 

After the Discrimination Transformation Movement and public education plan, the relationship between 

the Black Star Army and Godora had become much closer. After knowing that the Black Star Army was in 

trouble, the leader went against all opposition and aided the Black Star Army. In any case, if the Black 

Star Army wanted to, their quantum network security was nothing in the eyes of the Black Star Army. 

They might as well take the initiative to loan it to the other party and improve their relationship. 

Godora was extremely well versed in fawning over a powerhouse. This was a class that every Star 

System Civilization would teach for sure. 

Although they had guessed that Manison would bring his own portable base, Sylvia liked to make 

preparations in many different areas, and controlling the quantum network in this entire region was a 

way to cut off Manison’s route of retreat. 

Lagi did not understand Virtual Technology at all but had his own ideas. He found a bunch of people 

from the Mage department and went to buff Han Xiao. 

The various spells boosted Han Xiao in many different areas, and his status menu was extremely full. 

However, the effects of these buffs were limited. The more powerful the target, the weaker the effects 

of the buffs. 

Furthermore, there were many buffs that would lose their effectiveness after a certain point. For 

example, some buffs could only increase one’s attributes by two or three thousand points and would 

lose their effectiveness after that. 

When facing Manison’s attack, the various departments of the Black Star Army got into action and tried 

to help Han Xiao to the best of their abilities. 

... 

It had been more than two months since Heber went into seclusion. Apart from the few members who 

were slightly shaken, most of the upper echelons were worried about the Tyrant. 

Today, Heber had finally summoned Jorde and asked him about the situation of the Bloodshed Land. 

Standing outside the room, Jorde was extremely anxious and took a few deep breaths before entering 

the room. 

He had already mentally prepared himself to see many different scenes, but the scene before his eyes 

almost did not have any changes. 



Heber sat on his throne with his back straight and dressed neat. The only difference was that he did not 

emit as much pressure as before. 

“Are... you okay?” Jorde asked carefully. 

“Why wouldn’t I be?” Heber could not help but frown upon hearing that. 

“You haven’t appeared for such a long time and didn’t care about the matters of the organization. We 

all thought...” 

“Thought that I wouldn’t be able to get back up after being defeated by Black Star?” Heber frowned with 

dissatisfaction. “A loss is a loss, and I will have the opportunity to fight back in the future. Since when 

have I been so weak in all of your eyes?” 

“No, but your actions caused us to have a misunderstanding...” Jorde hurriedly explained. 

“Humph.” Heber shook his head. When he was just defeated, he truly suffered a huge setback. 

However, he was a Beyond Grade A Super and had suffered many different setbacks in the past. 

Having his prestige destroyed did indeed make his heart ache, but Heber quickly adjusted his emotions. 

If he looked at things from a different angle, he was not in the worst state in the Shattered Star Ring 

since Psyker was around. 

Even if his prestige was affected, the Bloodshed Land still had to develop. Heber would not stop the 

competition with the Black Star Army. 

Using the excuse of taking revenge to beat me up once is enough! Do you want to beat me up every 

day? 

Do you think that I am a fool‽ 

Even if you only send a mechanical soldier, I will not accept the challenge! 

Although Heber recovered from the setback very quickly, he recognized the gap between himself and 

Black Star. Even if he was not willing, he could only admit that Black Star had already exceeded him 

greatly. 

As such, Heber no longer had any thought of competing with Black Star for the title of strongest in the 

Star Field. At the very least, he would not provoke Black Star again with strength unless he was 

confident in defeating Black Star. He had the attitude of ‘I will come back again after practicing my 

Kungfu’. 

After admitting that Han Xiao had exceeded him, Heber felt a lot more relaxed. Perhaps it was because 

he no longer had to compete with a character like Black Star, which allowed him to no longer be on 

edge. 

He was too lazy to explain his thoughts to Jorde and said with impatience, “Hurry up and report what 

you have to. Don’t disturb my training if there isn’t anything important.” 

“O-okay.” 



Seeing Heber recover from his setback, Jorde heaved a sigh of relief and immediately reported the 

situation. At the same time, he emphasized on the members who had left. 

“Don’t need to bother about those who left.” Heber was not too bothered. “They are all fence sitters, 

and there are many of such people in the universe.” 

Jorde nodded and let out a sigh. Heber was the same as before and did not care about his subordinates. 

At this moment, Heber hesitated for a moment before saying slowly, “Inform all the Calamity Grade 

Pugilist officers to gather. I will teach them some things. Humph, they have served under me for so long 

but not improved at all. How embarrassing.” 

Jorde was slightly startled and was stunned for a moment. 

“I understand. They will be very happy to receive your teachings.” 

“Humph, I don’t need you to bootlick me.” 

Jorde then took out an intelligence report and said with a deep voice, “Right, there is something else. An 

emergency signal was sent out from the Black Star Army just now. For some reason, Manison is 

targeting Black Star and is currently attacking the main system of the Black Star Army headquarters. 

Their Virtual Intrusion battle isn’t over yet.” 

“Mechanic Emperor? Does he have any enmity with Black Star?” 

Heber was puzzled. 

“I’m not sure. The outside world says that Black Star’s growth is too rapid, and his ambitions are out of 

control. He issued a challenge toward the Mechanic Emperor, and thus, the Mechanic Emperor came to 

Black Star’s territory for a battle to let Black Star see the truth.” 

“It almost sounds like the truth.” Heber frowned. He did not know the secrets of the Divine Throne 

Mechanic. This was a secret of the Mechanic class, and outsiders did not know much about it. The 

dynasty would not tell him such secrets either. 

After thinking for a while, Heber let out a depressed sigh and shook his head. 

This Black Star truly can’t sit still. He only challenged me two months ago, and now he’s provoked the 

Mechanic Emperor. 

“Ignore them. I don’t know about the Mechanic world, and it doesn’t have anything to do with me.” 

Heber waved his arms and threw this matter to the back of his mind. 

... 

In the Virtual World of the Black Star Army’s main system, the battle between the two Divine Throne 

Mechanics had been going on for a while. 

With the boost of the [Perfect Mechanical Sense], the gap between Han Xiao and Manison was 

narrowed, but together with his territorial advantage and help of the logistics department, Han Xiao was 

barely able to defend against Manison’s Virtual Intrusion and slow down the outflow of data. 



Manison was not able to infiltrate into the main system with Han Xiao fighting back, but he was able to 

extract data through the loopholes of the firewall. 

Although the [Perfect Mechanical Sense] Character Summon Card had amazing effects, there was a time 

limit, and it could only be used for sixteen hours at most. As long as Manison was willing, he would be 

able to drag on this battle for a few days for sure. 

Thankfully, I called for help. If not, things would be bad for sure. 

Han Xiao then stalled for time and waited for Maximiler. 

A few hours later, a new Beyond Grade A Mechanic entered the battlefield! 

Outside the firewall, a Virtual Soul appeared in front of the two. 

Han Xiao was slightly stunned when he saw the incoming individual. 

The one who had arrived was not Maximiler, who he was familiar with, but another Beyond Grade A 

ally. 

Manison then looked over with a frown and said, “Kant, why is it you?” 

“Heh, can’t I come?” This Virtual Soul smiled. His appearance was extremely odd. He looked like a snow-

white cylinder with the top thick but bottom narrow. There was also a green leaf at the top of his head 

with three eyes in the middle of his body. He looked like a daikon. 

This person... cough, this daikon was one of the three National Pillars of the Crimson Dynasty, ‘Illusory 

Deity’ Kant. 

His nickname sounded like that of a Psychic or Mage, but he was a Mechanic. He belonged to the 

Phantom race, and his Racial Talent was to transform his body to mimic other beings. 

After advancing to the Beyond Grade A realm, Kant’s Racial Talent had evolved, and he was capable of 

transforming into any biological being. Furthermore, his transformation was even more realistic than 

the spells of a Mage or the simulation of a Mechanic. 

Because of this talent, he had a powerful disguise ability and could easily mix with any different species. 

No one had seen his true form before. 

He also enjoyed transforming into different forms and would appear in a different form every day. In 

fact, his transformation ability had even overshadowed his Mechanic abilities, and thus, he had obtained 

such a nickname. 

Manison knew Kant and asked with doubt, “What species are you today? Is there such a species in the 

universe? Why do you look like a daikon?” 

“Because the species that I transformed into is a daikon.” Kant blinked. 

“...” 

Manison was speechless. After falling silent for a while, he stopped his attack. 



If Maximiler was the one who appeared, Manison would not have been afraid. However, the one who 

had arrived was Kant. Although he would be able to deal with both of them together, this was not his 

territory, and it would not be easy for him to do so. 

Furthermore, Kant was definitely there under the orders of the dynasty. If Manison managed to fight 

two Beyond Grade As alone, Manison’s prestige would definitely increase. Thus, they had sent someone 

more powerful to get Manison to retreat. 

Knowing that the dynasty intended to warn him, Manison moved Finette back into his Virtual Soul and 

said to Han Xiao slowly, “Perhaps we might’ve been friends if you weren’t a Mechanic.” 

Manison’s Virtual Soul then disappeared, and he retreated. 

He had come and gone like the wind. 

News of the battle had already been spread, and his objective had been met. He had also obtained a 

large amount of data from the Black Star Army. 

It would not matter how an ordinary individual viewed the battle. However, his performance of 

suppressing Black Star would definitely stabilize his position in the Machinery Faith and his title as 

number one Mechanic. 

Upon seeing Manison leave, Han Xiao frowned and shook his head. 

At this moment, Kant looked over. 

The dynasty did not only send Kant out to stop the battle but also to console Black Star. The dynasty 

placed great importance in Han Xiao’s potential, and they were afraid that his confidence would be 

affected after this. 

After thinking for a while, Kant comforted him. “Don’t be discouraged. You are still young. It is normal 

for you to lose to the Mechanic Emperor, and it isn’t too embarrassing. Look on the bright side; he didn’t 

have too big of an advantage over you, and there is still a long way to go. There isn’t a need to be 

anxious.” 

Han Xiao looked at Kant and did not say anything. 

Upon seeing that, a hand appeared on Kant’s body, and he stroked his green leaf with a sigh. “I was also 

targeted by the Mechanic Emperor before, and my performance was even worse than yours. In truth, it 

isn’t a bad thing to suffer some losses when you are young.” 

Upon hearing that, Han Xiao had a strange look on his face. 

After seeing the mission complete notification on his interface, Han Xiao could not help but nod in 

agreement. 

“You’re right. It would be great if I can suffer a few more ‘losses’...” 

Chapter 962 Gains and Losses 

Upon hearing Han Xiao say that, Kant naturally misunderstood Han Xiao’s intentions and chuckled. 



“Heh, you are truly open minded. This attitude isn’t too bad, and you should strive to keep such an 

attitude. Right, do you know why the Mechanic Emperor chose to attack you? The dynasty asked me to 

inform you of the reason, but there isn’t a need for me to do so if you are already aware of it.” 

“I would have to trouble you to explain it to me.” 

Han Xiao knew that this matter was related to the Machinery Faith, but it would not be a bad thing for 

him to hear the dynasty’s explanation. 

Kant nodded and briefly explained the matter to him. His explanation was the same as the introduction 

of [Key of Adeptus Mechanicus]. The reason was to fight for the followers of the Machinery Faith. 

However, he had helped Han Xiao fill in some gaps. 

For example, even though the followers of the Machinery Faith were a group of people who believed a 

little in everyone, a follower was not able to give the bonus to more than one Machinery Deity. 

Furthermore, only the members of the Machinery Faith could provide strength; other followers were 

not able to trigger the [Key of Adeptus Mechanicus]. This was related to some unspoken rule in the 

Machinery Faith. The Arcane Church was the expert in this area, and the dynasty had not researched too 

deeply into it. 

Everyone knew that most of the Machinery Faith followers were Mechanics, and Manison had the most 

followers as the publicly acknowledged most powerful Mechanic. 

The followers of the Machinery Faith were a bunch of pragmatic people. To most of the followers, they 

would follow the most powerful Mechanic. If the title of the most powerful Mechanic was changed, they 

would also change their idol. They were not too bothered about potential and only cared about who the 

strongest individual was. 

Furthermore, the followers of the Machinery Faith only looked at the strength of a Mechanic in his 

Mechanic related skills and not his strength in other areas. Thus, the Mechanics that had a powerful 

body were not able to move them unless they could prove that their strength came from the source of 

being a Mechanic. 

“I wasn’t able to win against Manison back then. He’s defeated all his competitors and sat on the throne 

of Machinery Faith leader for a long time. Thus, there isn’t a need for you to feel discouraged. It is a 

normal thing for you to lose to him in terms of Virtual Technology.” 

Kant twiddled with the leaf on his head and consoled Han Xiao. 

He had also been defeated by Manison before. Since he could not defeat the other party, he could only 

take a step back and not snatch Manison’s followers. 

“Don’t worry, I’m alright.” 

Han Xiao slightly raised his brows. 

He did not intend to provoke Manison, and even if he had to become enemies with Manison one day, 

this was not the right time. It was a pity that the strength he had received spoiled his plans, and 

Manison had begun targeting him. 



Indeed, those of the same class were true nemeses! 

Han Xiao then paused for a moment before asking, “What is the attitude of the dynasty?” 

“I know what you want to ask. However, don’t count on the dynasty standing up for you in this regard,” 

Kant said. “This isn’t the first time that Manison has provoked the other Mechanics. Since there wasn’t a 

risk to your life, there isn’t much that the dynasty can do. If you aren’t resigned, you can only issue a 

challenge in the name of the Black Star Army but not the dynasty’s name. Don’t think of using your title 

of being the dynasty’s ally to hold the dynasty hostage. I had a miserable lesson in this regard before.” 

Upon hearing that, Han Xiao shook his head. He now understood the dynasty’s attitude toward this 

matter. The dynasty would only console him but not stand up for him. 

This was not the first time that Manison had done something like this. At the end of the day, his only 

motive was to defeat the Mechanics at the same level as him to prove that he was the boss. Thus, it was 

rare for lives to be lost. Since it was just a spar between Beyond Grade As, he could only blame his own 

lack of skill if he lost. The three Universal Civilizations would not be able to do a thing and would only 

ensure that things did not get blown out of proportion. 

Furthermore, Manison was still an important ally of the Federation of Light, and his backer was 

extremely powerful. 

“Why didn’t the dynasty warn me beforehand?” Han Xiao raised his brows. 

“You need to use your contribution to exchange for such intelligence,” Kant said with a strange tone. 

“Did the dynasty give you all your Class knowledge for free?” 

Han Xiao was dumbfounded and understood what was going on. 

Because a Divine Throne Mechanic might not be familiar with his own strength, the properties of [Key of 

Adeptus Mechanicus] were like Ultimate Knowledge and required Contribution Points in exchange for 

them. The three Universal Civilizations would not inform their allies about this matter casually, and it 

was an exception for them to take the initiative to explain this matter to Han Xiao. 

This meant that the introduction on the interface had saved Han Xiao a sum of Contribution Points. 

“Don’t be too bothered about this. The dynasty didn’t take the initiative to inform you about this matter 

to protect you. They were probably afraid that you would try to gather followers after finding out about 

this and create conflicts with others. You have plenty of potential, and we are now in a sensitive period. 

They do not wish for you to face an old fogey like Manison head on and hope that you will take a step 

back regarding this matter.” 

“I understand.” Han Xiao did not deny those words. 

This was indeed the logic of an advanced civilization. They would look at all their plans from the 

perspective of a few decades or centuries. The potential that he had shown made the dynasty very 

patient with him and treated him as a long-term chess piece. It would not matter if he could not beat 

Manison. He only needed to live longer than Manison, and the dynasty was extremely confident in Black 

Star’s ability to stay alive. 

However, this went against Han Xiao’s style. 



After finishing what the dynasty wanted him to convey, Kant turned around and left. “Alright then, 

everything has already been settled, so I shall take my leave.” 

“Isn’t this our first official meeting? Aren’t you going to stay behind and chat with me?” Han Xiao asked 

out of courtesy. 

“Forget it. It seems like you have plenty of things to take care of.” Kant then looked at the devastated 

main system of the Black Star Army and said, “We will have other chances to chat. I shall not disturb you 

today.” 

As he said that, Kant’s Virtual Soul turned into a ray of light and disappeared into the net. 

His attitude toward Han Xiao was not too bad, but Kant would not have been so friendly if Han Xiao was 

not at the Divine Throne Mechanic level. 

After watching Kant leave, Han Xiao heaved a sigh of relief and finally had the time to take care of the 

mess that Manison had left behind. 

After clearing up the viruses that were left behind in Phillip’s logic module, Han Xiao got Phillip to 

perform a few diagnostics tests and confirmed that all the viruses were cleaned up before reopening the 

Black Star Army network. 

“Thank you, master. I am all recovered now, hum...” Phillip was extremely energetic now that he had 

recovered. 

“Eh? You called me daddy when you were in danger but changed your address now that you are alright,” 

Han Xiao teased. 

“Hehehe...” Phillip made a funny face. 

Risda then floated to Han Xiao’s side and said, “Your Excellency Black Star, with regards to Manison...” 

“I know what you want to say.” 

Han Xiao then got Phillip to go to the side before looking at Risda with a solemn expression. 

“I am not going to hide things from you. I have always been hesitating over whether I should help you 

because I did not wish to provoke the Mechanic Emperor. However, you can see the situation now. If I 

don’t take a step back, both of us will have a conflict in terms of benefits. 

“I understand.” Risda nodded. 

“I am temporarily unable to beat Manison in terms of Mechanic skills. However, I will have a battle with 

him eventually, so our goals are aligned. Helping you complete your wish will weaken Manison. I will try 

my best to find a chance to save your AI civilization.” 

Previously, Han Xiao would only make excuses whenever Risda brought up this matter, but he finally 

made a promise this time. 

The Indestructible Mechanic Empire troop was Manison’s trump card. It did not only have a powerful 

strength but also the Virtual Technology skills of the AI life forms. Thus, it was important for him to deal 



with them. If he could complete the entire [Reboot] mission, Manison’s strength would definitely 

decline. 

Manison had modified the core logic of all the AI life forms, which was akin to brainwashing them. He 

had the strength of the Divine Throne Mechanic and had the rights to undo the brainwashing that 

Manison had done to free them from his clutches. 

However, the gap between them was large, and Han Xiao knew that he still needed to raise his Virtual 

Technology skills. 

Furthermore, it would be difficult for him to come into contact with the data of the Indestructible 

Mechanic Empire. Manison would guard it tightly for sure. 

“I shall be at your service from today onward,” Risda said with excitement. He had finally received this 

promise from Black Star after waiting for such a long time! 

You make it sound as though I wasn’t making use of you before, Han Xiao thought to himself. 

Although he had lost, Han Xiao’s mood was not too bad. No one in the universe would be able to beat 

him in terms of confidence. 

After sending Risda away, Han Xiao got Phillip to look through the database and see how much 

information had been taken away by Manison. 

Phillip then looked through the database and reported to Han Xiao, “Master, hum... 43.7% of our 

commonly accessed data, 35% of our low authority restriction data, 21.6% of our mid authority 

restricted data, 11.4% of our high authority restricted data, 2.5% of our confidential data, 27% of our 

blueprints data... Should I restore the backup?” 

“Yeah, restore the backup.” 

Han Xiao nodded and sighed. 

He was not too bothered by the loss of data. The data in the army’s database was mainly related to the 

development of the army, and it was not too important. Han Xiao got Phillip to make a daily backup of 

the data, and the lost data would be easily recovered. 

It would not matter much to him if Manison snatched that data away. There was very little data on 

himself in the army’s database. All the top-secret data was kept in his own mind, and the data that 

Manison had stolen was not too important. 

Regardless of whether it was blueprints or Class knowledge, Manison had no lack of them. They both 

specialized in the same things, and it would be useless for Manison to obtain his blueprints because 

Manison already had a copy of them. Besides, Han Xiao’s Eternal Light blueprint had also been stolen 

from Manison... 

The thing that concerned Han Xiao the most was the strength that Manison had displayed. Manison had 

only carried out the Virtual Intrusion remotely, and his strength was greatly reduced. If he had brought 

all his trump cards along, who knew how powerful Manison would be? 

“What a terrifying enemy.” Han Xiao sighed. 



Losing to Manison was not too embarrassing. As a ‘newbie’ in the Beyond Grade A realm, it was not too 

surprising for him to lose to someone at the peak. Furthermore, Manison was not the Tyrant, and both 

of them did not have any grudges between them. Thus, the effect on his prestige would be limited. 

However, he would indeed be unable to shake Manison’s status within the Machinery Faith followers, 

and this was Manison’s objective. 

He did not care about the views of ordinary galactic residents. Only the views of his followers were 

important. 

“It seems like I don’t have to think about the Machinery Faith anytime soon. It will be difficult for my 

strength to exceed Manison during the version refresh period,” Han Xiao lamented. 

Before his strength as a Mechanic could catch up to Manison, his [Key of Adeptus Mechanicus] can only 

collect dust. 

“Although Manison made a huge profit, I didn’t suffer a loss.” 

Han Xiao looked at his interface and chuckled. 

Manison had provided him with two new abilities because Manison ran over to fight him. It was truly 

difficult to tell which party was suffering a loss! 

If he could trigger such a mission every time, Han Xiao would not mind Manison coming over to his place 

to play every day. 

In the eyes of Han Xiao, Manison was like a walking treasure chest, and he might be able to get all the 

Mechanic talents from Manison. 

What doesn’t kill me makes me stronger. 

This saying was true indeed. 

... 

Backing out from the quantum network, Han Xiao’s consciousness returned to his body. He then picked 

up his communicator, which had been vibrating without stopping. There were a bunch of questions sent 

by Sylvia and the other officers. 

Han Xiao replied to them and got them to return to their posts. 

After sending out the news, he then looked toward the Black Star Guards and Lagi, who had gathered. 

“Are you alright?” Aurora’s palm glowed, and she was prepared to fill Han Xiao up with life force. 

“I am very good. It is difficult for a virtual battle to threaten my life. Manison has retreated already.” 

Han Xiao waved his arms. 

Lagi had a bitter look on his face and said, “To think that the Mechanic Emperor has actually set his eyes 

on us. Our future is bleak. As the vice commander of the army, I would like to request for sufficient time 

to train.” 



“Shut up. Go and become the principal obediently,” Han Xiao said with exasperation. He understood 

Lagi too well. 

After assuring his officers that he was alright, Han Xiao sent his officers away and touched Feidin a few 

times for luck before closing the door. 

Han Xiao then rubbed his hands excitedly. 

“Let me see what I can get. My target this time is Manison. If I still draw some tanky talent, I will write 

my name upside down!” 

Opening the interface, Han Xiao completed the mission. 

_____________________ 

[Reboot] sixth round completed. 

You have received 1,500,000,000 Experience, Random Reward x2. 

You have received talent [Affable AI]! 

The seventh round has not been triggered. 

_____________________ 

Han Xiao smiled with satisfaction. 

[Affable AI] could increase the power of his Virtual Technology skills by thirty percent. The bonus was 

still alright, but the most important aspect of the skill was the effect on AI lifeforms. It would definitely 

be useful if he wanted to wipe out the Indestructible Mechanic Empire troop in future. 

Han Xiao then called Phillip out to test the effects of the talent. 

Taking in a deep breath, Han Xiao completed the Mechanic Emperor boss mission. 

_____________________ 

[Mechanic Emperor Manison Virtual Combat] has been completed. 

You have completed all the mission requirements and received 76,250,000,000 Experience. 

You have received [Character Summon Card—’Mechanic Emperor’ Manison]. 

Character Summon Card—’Mechanic Emperor’ Manison. [Ancient One]: Your long life provided you with 

a wealth of valuable experience. +20% INT, +10% MYS, +2 levels to all skills. Duration: 24 hours. Usages: 

0/2. 

You have received: Draw one of Manison’s abilities. 

Tip: Manison is a Virtual Mechanic, and your Class is completely compatible with his. You will be able to 

draw any of his abilities. If you draw an ability that you have, you can strengthen your ability to a certain 

extent. 

Randomizing... complete! 



Please select one from the five options below as the reward. 

1. [Apostle Machinery Affinity] Skill: +105% Machinery Affinity (You already have the skill, can be 

strengthened). 

2. [Titan Grade Planet Fort] Blueprint Skill: A planet modification blueprint suitable for the development 

of a machinery civilization. Specific parameters (Expand/Collapse). Construction requirements: Lv220, 

3,500 INT, [Ultra-Composite Mechanical Architecture Technology], [Cutting-Edge Material Science], and 

[Abnormal State Energy]. 

3. [Innate Machinery Soul] Talent: You have an innate machinery talent, and your understanding of 

machines increases according to your strength. Lv1 – Lv100, +5% Machinery Affinity and +3% Virtual 

Technology skill for every 10 levels. Lv100 – Lv200, +7% Machinery Affinity and +5% Virtual Technology 

skill for every 10 levels. Lv200 and above, +10% Machinery Affinity and +7% Virtual Technology skill for 

every 10 levels. 

4. [Legion Firepower Volley] Skill: A skilled tactician knows when to open fire. The range of your 

mechanical army being boosted by your Mechanical Force will increase by 25% for the next 8s. 

Cooldown: 160s. 

5. [Mechanical Race: Endless Barriers] Blueprint Skill: A blueprint that belongs solely to the Mechanical 

Race. Specific parameters (Expand/Collapse). Construction requirements: Lv255, 6,000 INT, [Endless 

Material Science], [Ultimate Machinery Manufacturing Theory], [Advanced Space Application], and 

[Abnormal State Energy]. 

963 I Won“t Suffer a Loss 

“Two blueprints, two skills, and one talent...” 

Han Xiao fell into deep thought after seeing the five choices. 

The ability with the highest value was naturally [Innate Machinery Soul]. With his current level, the 

talent would give him 220% of Machinery Affinity and a 150% increase in Virtual Technology skills. 

Of the other four choices, it would be impossible for him to choose [Apostle Machinery Affinity]. 

Although [Legion Firepower Volley] was not too bad, its value was limited when compared to the other 

choices. The two blueprints were not too bad, but he already had similar equipment and did not really 

require it. 

“The outcome isn’t too bad.” Han Xiao was pretty satisfied. 

As Mechanics of the same level, most of Manison’s abilities would be suitable for him. This meant that 

the number of choices that he could draw was extremely large. Furthermore, a Mechanic at Manison’s 

level would have plenty of blueprints, and it could be said that the outcome of the draw was not too 

bad. 

Manison’s strength was supported by many different talents. Although Han Xiao was not able to draw a 

top-grade Molding Talent, he had managed to draw a high-grade talent to reduce the gap between 

them. 



The more talents he drew from Manison, the smaller the gap between him and Manison would become. 

It would be extremely difficult for him to exceed Manison in one go. 

The Machinery Affinity bonus from the level 300 [Innate Machinery Soul] talent was higher than the 

bonus from the [Lord Grade Machinery Affinity] talent. Its Virtual Technology effect was also better. 

When put together with the 2.5x multiplier of [Virtual Lord], it was akin to having a 375% increase in his 

Virtual Technology skill. As such, the effect of this talent was similar to a core talent like [Machinery 

Emperor]. 

Han Xiao then made his choice. 

_____________________ 

You have received [Innate Machinery Soul]. 

_____________________ 

His brain structure then seemed to have been changed slightly, and he had a new understanding toward 

machines. 

After adapting for a while, Han Xiao let out a long sigh. 

“Manison doesn’t only have [Perfect Mechanical Sense] but also a series of Mechanic talents such as 

[Innate Machinery Soul]. His talent is truly too amazing.” 

In truth, he was truly a little... cough, extremely envious! 

Han Xiao then looked at the Manison Character Summon Card that he had received. This Character 

Summon Card was extremely powerful, but the effects did not come from Manison being a Mechanic 

but an ability of the Ancient Ones. 

Who knows whether this ability is unique to those who become a part of The Ancient Ones or I just need 

to live long enough for it? 

The experience reward from the mission was more than double that of the Tyrant’s mission, and it could 

replenish his pitiful experience stash. 

However, this mission did not give him a Legendary Point. Looking at the mission name, Han Xiao had a 

guess of his own. The mission name had the suffix ‘Virtual Combat’, so perhaps he needed to fight 

Manison in real life for a Legendary Point to be awarded. 

After looking at his new abilities, Han Xiao closed the interface and calculated his gains and losses. 

“Manison’s arrival was too sudden, and he stole some of my data. He even made me use up a Perfect 

Mechanical Sense Character Summon Card. I would have suffered a loss if not for my two new talents. 

Manison can suppress me in terms of Mechanic skills, and he has already achieved his objective. Thus, it 

is unlikely that he will create trouble in the near future.” 

Han Xiao’s eyes shifted quickly. 

He had stood out a little too much recently, and this was a good chance for him to remain low profile. 



His foundations were still too weak, and he needed to sow his crops well. Before his crops returned, he 

should first plow the earth and fertilize the fields. 

Having one less Perfect Mechanical Sense Character Summon Card was not a big problem to him. Han 

Xiao still had a few blank Character Summon Cards in storage, and he could just use them on Reynold 

again to replicate a new Perfect Mechanical Sense card. 

In fact, he had a huge stash of Random Reward opportunities that he had yet to use. 

Hmm, I’d better wait for Nero and Feidin to gather together first. One of them can cancel out my bad 

luck, and the other can provide good luck for me... 

In Han Xiao’s eyes, Feidin and Nero were like two deities of luck. 

After calculating his losses, Han Xiao stood up and opened his army channel to make a simple 

announcement. 

“My comrades of the Black Star Army. 

“Not too long ago, our headquarters’ main system was infiltrated by ‘Mechanic Emperor’ Manison. 

Under the aid of everyone and the dynasty, we managed to force Manison back, and everything has 

been resolved properly. 

“I did not wish to become enemies with the Mechanic Emperor, but things do not always go my way. 

The matter today is a signal, and I hope that everyone will be mentally prepared to face the Mechanic 

Emperor one day. 

“The Black Star Army has been around for more than twenty years now. We’ve gone from a weak 

mercenary group to the current armed organization that we are. In the past twenty years, we have 

walked through many storms and various difficulties together. This is a path destined to be rocky, and 

there are still many more difficulties ahead for us to conquer. 

“The universe is a vast place, but regardless of how vast the universe is, it cannot contain our boundless 

ambition. As long as sentient beings are present, competition cannot be avoided. This is the case in 

history, today, and in the future. 

“I have created many miracles in the past, and I will not fear any challenges in the future. I hope that 

everyone will continue moving forward together with me. 

“Your Army Commander, Black Star. 

“Galaxy Calendar: Year 710, 11th day of the 9th month.” 

After making sure that there was no problem with the contents, Han Xiao sent it out. 

This message of his served to calm down the members of his army and reduce the negative effects of 

Manison’s attack. Although he did not need to be bothered by the thoughts of most of his members, it 

was better than doing nothing. 

After settling this matter, Han Xiao took a few tubes of nutrition fluid and returned to his room to rest 

for a while before returning to his machinery modification room to strengthen his machines. 



After recognizing the distance between his strength and the Mechanic Emperor, Han Xiao became even 

more hardworking. He planned to remain in seclusion for a period and remain in his headquarters to 

prevent Manison from attacking again... even if the likelihood was not high. 

After ensuring that the storm was over, Han Xiao was prepared to make a trip to the Flickering World 

and personally oversee the development of the machinery civilization and Black Spirit Race. 

... 

In the Limitless Financial Group headquarters in the Sea of Star Spirits, Sorokin was looking through the 

reports from the various regions when his communicator rang. 

When he was in his office, only a few important individuals would be able to contact him directly. 

Sorokin placed down the report in his hands and picked up the communicator. It was Manison, who had 

completed his intrusion. 

“Your Excellency Manison, have you succeeded?” 

“Yes, Black Star’s Virtual Technology skills aren’t too weak, and the dynasty sent Kant over. Thus, I was 

only able to obtain a portion of the intelligence that you wanted. I have already sent it over to you,” 

Manison said calmly. 

Looking at the information that Manison had sent over, Sorokin shook his head and said, “The 

information will be of some use to me, but it can’t be considered confidential. Forget it, we can’t force 

such matters. Also, why did you contact my main body directly? You could’ve just handed the 

information over to my avatar in the Bloodshed Land.” 

“I am just being careful,” Manison said casually. He was extremely experienced and did not wish to send 

the information within the Shattered Star Ring to prevent Black Star from tracking his transmission and 

blocking it. 

He had only dealt with Black Star to solidify his own position, and apart from his growing interest in 

Black Star, Manison’s heart was not stirred. 

“Alright then,” Sorokin said. “You have formed an enmity with Black Star after defeating him this time. 

Aren’t you afraid that he will take action against you?” 

“I don’t mind defeating him a few more times if he isn’t resigned.” 

“Heh, Black Star isn’t your opponent now, but this may not be the case in the future. Don’t forget about 

his terrifying potential...” 

Manison then glanced at him and said, “Don’t play your little tricks with me.” 

Sorokin chuckled and changed the topic. 

“Right, the dividends from last month have been calculated and will be given out in a few days’ time. 

Give me a list of the resources that you would like. I will give you a discount and exchange them for 

you.” 

“The usual.” 



Manison was not too bothered. Although the profits of the financial group were large, he was not too 

bothered by money at his level. 

After a casual conversation, both parties hung up. 

Placing down his communicator, Sorokin’s eyes narrowed, and he muttered, “Mechanic Emperor... Black 

Star...” 

... 

In the dynasty ruler’s office, Urranrell glanced at a floating screen in front of him, and the internal 

announcement that Han Xiao had issued was displayed. 

Looking through the announcement, Urranrell nodded. 

“It seems like Black Star understood our intentions.” 

On the other side, [Dark Lord] Clotti said calmly, “Black Star is a genius who hasn’t appeared before in 

history. Geniuses like him should be extremely arrogant. He has been in the limelight recently, but he 

was able to recognize reality quickly. This mental frame of his isn’t too bad.” 

Even the Crimson Dynasty, which was well known for being hard-headed, knew when to hold back. With 

the stunning potential that Black Star had displayed, the dynasty was worried that Black Star would be 

too arrogant and easily demoralized. However, it seemed like Black Star was still extremely clear headed 

and did not fight the Mechanic Emperor head on. 

The dynasty also knew that the Mechanic Emperor was not an individual easy to provoke. In terms of his 

status, strength, and organization, Manison was even on a higher level than Old Dragon and Kant. He 

was the number one ally of the Federation of Light and an existence at EsGod’s level. Only the dynasty’s 

Dark Lord was able to barely go toe to toe with him. 

If one wanted to pick out the top Beyond Grade As in the three Universal Civilizations, the Federation of 

Light’s trump card would be ‘Mechanic Emperor’ Manison, the Crimson Dynasty’s trump card would be 

‘Dark Lord’ Clotti, and the Arcane Church’s trump card would be ‘Void Overlord’ Kasuyi. 

The three Universal Civilizations would think from the perspective of their civilization. Unless it was 

necessary, they would not want to be dragged into a battle between Beyond Grade As. Thus, as long as 

no lives were lost and their civilization was not insulted, the three Universal Civilizations would show an 

attitude of tacit approval to the battles between Beyond Grade As. After all, they could not restrain the 

daily activities of their Beyond Grade A allies. 

Kant’s projection was also in the room, and he sighed. “Although this is the case, Manison has been the 

head deity of the Machinery Faith for far too long.” 

“This can’t be helped. Even those experts from the Arcane Church are helpless,” Clotti said. “Even if we 

kill all the followers of the Machinery Faith, we are unable to kill the faith. That will only result in the 

members of the Machinery Faith never becoming the followers of the dynasty’s Mechanics.” 

“There isn’t a need to say such things,” Urranrell said calmly. “After this incident, Black Star may be 

slightly dissatisfied with our dynasty, and there is a need to comfort him.” 



“Why don’t we send him some blueprints? The best cure to a Mechanic’s soul is high grade blueprints,” 

Kant said irresponsibly, and as he looked at Clotti by the side, an idea flashed through his head, and his 

body rapidly transformed into Clotti’s appearance. 

“Don’t transform into my appearance,” Clotti said with dissatisfaction. He then looked at Urranrell and 

said, “Kant, Milizaus, and I will all die eventually, and Black Star will become the next pillar of the 

dynasty. He will have to take up the responsibility of protecting the dynasty. He has already proven his 

abilities, and I propose we become bolder in our support of him in terms of resources.” 

“Hmm...” Urranrell stroked her chin and fell into deep thought. 

... 

News spread fast in the interstellar era, and the battle between the Mechanic Emperor and Black Star 

spread rapidly. 

Many galactic residents had a new dinner topic, but the influence of this event could not be compared 

to the battle between the Tyrant and Black Star. 

After all, a Virtual Battle was not as interesting as two Beyond Grade As bashing each other up. 

Furthermore, footage of the battle was not released either, so the incident did not stir up too big a 

commotion. 

Although Black Star suffered a loss, most people did not find the matter too strange. The name of the 

Mechanic Emperor was deeply rooted in the hearts of many, and it was not strange for Black Star to lose 

to the most powerful Mechanic. After all, there were far too many people who had lost to the Mechanic 

Emperor in history. 

The various galactic organizations were not too bothered about the outcome but were focused on the 

fact that the Mechanic Emperor did not get along with Black Star. 

Psyker was the one who felt the happiest. The more powerful Black Star’s enemies were, the happier he 

would be. He was currently leading an extremely low-profile life after being eyed by four different 

Beyond Grade As in the Shattered Star Ring. 

The influence of this event was not large in the outside world but created quite a huge commotion in 

the Mechanic world. Black Star was a newly ascended Divine Throne Mechanic after all, and the 

Mechanic Emperor was an old school big shot. With both parties clashing against each other and the 

Mechanic Emperor suppressing a member of the younger generation who wanted to challenge him, he 

received a huge wave of support. 

After this battle, there were only two types of Mechanics in the world in the eyes of the Mechanics. First 

was the Mechanic Emperor, and the second was the others. 

Han Xiao was not too bothered by the rumors in the galaxy. Regardless of whether Manison made a 

profit, he definitely did not suffer a loss. 

Furthermore, reducing the attention that the world had on him would be in line with his idea of 

remaining low profile. Han Xiao did not have any plans to challenge the position of the Mechanic 

Emperor in the near future. 



He was different from Heber after all. He would rarely do things that exceeded his own abilities. 

The logic from his previous life as a player was rooted deeply in his bones. 

What should we do if we can’t defeat the boss? Increase our level, of course! What else can we do‽ 

After staying in headquarters for half a month and being sure that the Mechanic Emperor would not 

create trouble anymore, Han Xiao gathered a fleet and headed toward the Flickering World. 

964 Theme of the Era 

With many financial groups coming up with the resources for construction, the originally silent Flickering 

World was bustling with activity. 

The three explored Star Clusters were all undergoing construction, and the silent Flickering World finally 

seemed more like a part of the interstellar era. 

Han Xiao’s fleet entered the Flickering World through the dynasty’s stargate. The various officers were 

all extremely familiar with him, and he did not face any obstruction along the way. 

Upon reaching the Planet Lighthouse outpost, Han Xiao greeted Tarrokov and extorted Tarrokov of 

some local produce before leaving toward the Garu Star Cluster. 

The Purple River Star System was located at the border of the Garu Star Cluster, near where the stargate 

was located. It was now Han Xiao’s territory. Thus, the dynasty had built a new stargate beside the 

original one for the Black Star Army to manage. 

After entering the Purple River Star System, they followed the directions on the star map and arrived at 

a planet. 

“Army Commander, that is Planet Black Gate, the planet nearest to the stargate. According to the 

construction blueprint, this planet will be developed into a large transit station and become one of the 

landmarks of the Garu Star Cluster. This is also the planet at the border of the army’s territory.” 

Han Xiao stood in front of the window and looked at the planet. Beside him was a beautiful secretary 

giving Han Xiao an introduction. 

Sylvia was busy, so she had sent one of her secretaries over to accompany Han Xiao. Han Xiao had some 

impression of this secretary. He remembered that her resume was pretty outstanding, and she was 

Sylvia’s capable assistant. 

“How is the construction coming along?” Han Xiao nodded. 

“This planet made use of the Crimson Dynasty’s quick planetary renovation pack, and the logistics 

department drew up a blueprint after that. The direction of the construction is toward a galactic market, 

military fortress, and transportation hub. Because the main focus of the construction is the resource rich 

planets, only 4.9% of the construction has been completed. The daily energy requirements are provided 

by a nuclear fusion power station, and our dark energy power station is located underground. However, 

there isn’t a natural Fixed Star in the vicinity, so we may need additional power sources and a manmade 

sun...” 



Hearing the secretary’s report, Han Xiao suddenly thought about the movable Fixed Star blueprint in the 

Tyracles legacy. 

The more advanced their technological skills, the fewer restrictions the environment would impose on 

them. They no longer needed to adapt to the environment but could get the environment to change to 

their needs. 

Although the Tyracles Race was not a victor of the exploration era, they were also a quasi-Universal 

Civilization and had a deep understanding of modifying the environment. 

I can make use of the movable Fixed Star equipment and shift the Fixed Star to an appropriate location, 

Han Xiao thought to himself. 

He had always felt that this blueprint had a relationship to the [Universal Simulation] skill of the Divine 

Throne Mechanic. 

After his Class Advancement, Han Xiao had researched all his new abilities but was completely clueless 

toward how he should use [Universal Simulation]. This skill allowed him to simulate all natural rhythms 

through his mechanical skills and should have huge potential. 

Perhaps the three Universal Civilizations had made use of [Universal Simulation] to modify their mother 

planets. 

Seeing Han Xiao remain silent, the female secretary paused for a while before continuing. “There aren’t 

many people on Planet Black Gate currently, but Planet Black Gate will become one of the most 

populated planets in the Garu Star Cluster when the Flickering World is opened to the public. The large 

number of daily visitors will bring you a considerable amount of profits. According to the calculations of 

the financial department, we only need six to seven years to recoup our cost of modifying the planet.” 

“It’s pretty good.” Han Xiao smiled. 

The fleet slowly approached Planet Black Gate, and a few stargates were shown on the map. There were 

some heading toward the other Star Systems and some heading toward the other regions of the Purple 

River Star System. 

Because the allocation of their territories had been decided, the Black Star Army’s first mission was to 

connect their seven territories. 

During the exploration phase, the entire Star Cluster already had their own transportation network. 

However, those were long distance stargates mainly used to connect different Star Clusters. The Black 

Star Army’s mission was to connect their own territories and ensure that the seven Star Systems were 

well connected. 

The transportation network within the territory had already taken on an embryonic form, and many 

different Star Systems could be reached from Planet Black Gate. Their efficiency was far higher than the 

first exploration phase. 

With a robust transportation network, they could save a lot of time on travelling. Han Xiao led his fleet 

to tour through the seven Star Systems and viewed all the construction regions. 

This was the first time that he personally inspected his territories. 



“Purple River, Long Day, Sigma, Odoran, Ponzale, Fenrir, Ednea... This is the current foundation of the 

army.” 

Personally witnessing the size of the seven Star Systems, Han Xiao was extremely satisfied in his heart. 

He planned to make the seven Star Systems into the core region of the Garu Star Cluster, but this would 

require a few decades to accomplish. However, the second phase of the [Flickering World] mission only 

required him to complete the basic construction of the seven Star Systems. To complete the basic 

construction of the seven Star Systems, a few years would be sufficient. With the investment of 

numerous financial groups, the production capability of the army was powerful. 

After completing his inspection, Han Xiao returned to the Sigma Star System, which was located in the 

middle of Garu, to check on the development of the machinery civilization. 

Han Xiao’s fleet exited from hyperdrive, and a silver planet appeared before him. Machinery melded 

into the surface of the planet, and it looked extremely beautiful. 

This was the first city of the machinery civilization, and it was called Psionic Prime City! 

The surface of the planet had been modified to become machinery. Under the surface of the earth were 

many different underground mines to extract for various resources. 

Under the lead of Psionic Prime and the other Apostle Weapons, military factories, repair factories, 

resource factories, refinement factories, and many other facilities were constructed. At the same time, 

there were millions of second-generation mechanical life forms currently waiting to be born. 

In the middle of the city, there was a gigantic statue of him. 

Upon seeing that, Han Xiao was helpless. 

For some reason, people always seem to like erecting statues. What’s the point of erecting a statue of 

me? Why not erect a statue of Feidin instead? That statue might be able to provide some luck for you. 

For a mechanical life form to create offspring, it would require them to exhaust their own tinder energy 

and reproduction had a cooldown. Thus, the larger the size of the machinery civilization, the faster the 

growth. 

The [Mechanical Proliferation Growth] and [Strengthened Machinery Civilization] talents from the 

Divine Throne Mechanic class could strengthen the reproductive capabilities of the mechanical life form. 

Han Xiao was planning to spend some time on this planet to create a few more first-generation 

Mechanical Lives. 

The machinery civilization led by Psionic Prime had just started out, and their population was lacking. 

However, they had plenty of variety with various types of mechanical life forms working in their own 

posts. 

Not too far away from the city, Giant King Kong was leading a group of Giant Soldiers to flatten a tall 

mountain. 

Without disturbing anyone else, Han Xiao contacted Psionic Prime. 



Very quickly, a blue light shot out of the planet and arrived before the fleet. 

“I pay my respects to the Lord.” Psionic Prime bowed. 

The hatch opened, and Han Xiao flew out. Sizing Psionic Prime up, Han Xiao raised his brows slightly. 

Compared to the last time they met, Psionic Prime had a few new parts on him. These parts were 

chosen by Psionic Prime himself to make up for some of his weaknesses. 

This was the good point of a mechanical life form; they knew how to change their own parts to 

strengthen themselves. 

“You’ve done well. Keep up the good work.” 

Han Xiao praised him and released a stream of bluish-gold Mechanical Force from his palms. 

“Treat this as your reward.” 

Han Xiao then slapped the Mechanical Force into Psionic Prime’s body. This was the [Apostle Evolution] 

skill from his Divine Throne Mechanic class. 

All of a sudden, Psionic Prime’s body glowed with energy, and the tinder energy in his body 

strengthened. 

Han Xiao watched by the side, and Psionic Prime’s evolution process ended after a while. 

Detecting the changes in his body, Psionic Prime nodded to Han Xiao. 

“I thank the Lord for your blessing. My strength has increased again.” 

“There isn’t a need to thank me. This is something you deserve. You just need to do your job well.” 

Han Xiao waved his arms and opened his interface. Psionic Prime’s attributes were all increased by 

[Apostle Evolution]. 

His Apostle Weapons had quasi-Beyond Grade A strength, and after the [Apostle Evolution], they would 

be able to hold their own against an ordinary Beyond Grade A Super. 

According to Han Xiao’s calculations, the current Psionic Prime should be able to defeat an ordinary 

doppelganger of EsGod before his evolution, providing that the doppelganger did not have a perverse 

Esper Ability. 

Sending Psionic Prime back, Han Xiao made a trip over to the territory of the Black Spirit Race. 

Compared to the rapid development of the machinery civilization, the Black Spirit Race seemed much 

more ordinary. 

Although they had an extremely efficient communication method, they still needed time to learn and 

were digesting the basic technological knowledge that the army had provided them. 

This technological knowledge was too complicated for them, and they had to start their learning from 

scratch. 

Their mental network system would only show its effectiveness if they had a strong foundation. 



As long as they took the first step, the development speed of the Black Spirit Race would increase 

rapidly. They would be able to rapidly go through the stone age era, cold arms era, enlightenment era, 

steam engine era, electricity era, and so on, soon arriving at the interstellar era. 

Apart from their survival, the greatest barrier of a civilization was technological and production 

advancement. They needed to spend a great amount of time fumbling around in the dark. But with the 

interference of the Black Star Army, all of that would not be a problem. Their greatest problems would 

be solved, and their development definitely would not be slow. 

Han Xiao provided the relevant technological trees to the Black Spirit Race and also the methods to 

expand their mental strength. 

The Black Spirit Race, which had a mental network, innately had a high natural potential. They were 

most suitable to become Psychics or Mages, and it might be possible for more than ninety percent of 

them to become Supers. 

Of course, he would not reject any of them if they wanted to become Mechanics. 

It was not without reason for the three Universal Civilizations to prohibit advanced civilizations from 

interfering with the development of low-grade civilizations. If they followed the path that someone else 

had taken, they would only become the puppet of another civilization, and their own creativity would be 

restricted. 

With regard to this, Han Xiao did not really have a plan. It was impossible for him not to pay the price if 

he wanted rapid development. However, the Evolutionary Totem could resolve this problem to a certain 

extent. 

The Evolutionary Totem was able to gradually evolve the genes of a race and increase the potential of a 

race, including their intelligence and creativity. With the effects of the Evolutionary Totem, it might be 

possible for an individual capable of changing history to appear from the Black Spirit Race. 

Although a civilization was an entire body, many historical events were usually created by individuals. 

The presence of the Evolutionary Totem increased the chances for such an individual to appear. 

Allowing a species to become more outstanding was the meaning of the Evolutionary Totem. This was 

not a perfect solution, and there was a reality of despair deep within. 

For example, what if a new species that did not conform to the norms of society appeared on a planet 

ruled by humans? Imagine if this beast was not only stronger but also more intelligent and superior to 

the human race in every respect. At that time, the humans would no longer be the rulers of the planet, 

and the technology that they had relied on for many years would be overtaken eventually... 

It was far more outstanding than them. 

At that time, choosing whether to live together with the new species or kill them would be a tough 

choice. 

Suppressing such a new species would always be filled with blood. 

This was the most terrifying part of the Evolutionary Totem and also why the Federation of Light and 

Arcane Church were not able to watch as the Crimson Dynasty swallowed all the benefits of the 



Evolutionary Totem for themselves. However, the Universal Civilizations had their own gene 

modification technology and were thus able to control the desire for battle. 

... 

Han Xiao borrowed the effects from the battle with Manison to remain low profile and not cause trouble 

everywhere. He then followed his plan to expand his mechanical army and reinforce his foundation. 

This was a path that all Mechanics had to take. 

After Manison achieved victory, he also did not do anything else. He returned to the Primeval Star River 

and did not provoke the Black Star Army again. 

With both parties falling silent, the various galactic organizations no longer paid close attention to this 

matter and shifted their gazes away from Han Xiao. 

The first exploration phase had been completed and the Flickering World was currently in the 

construction phase. Many organizations were watching silently from the side, and the explored universe 

had entered a calm period. 

Although there were still small skirmishes occasionally, there were no large conflicts between the 

civilizations of the Star Cluster grade and above. It was as though they had a tacit agreement and chose 

to rest. 

The Federation of Light and Arcane Church continued to pressure the Crimson Dynasty in the economic 

and political fields. Although they had plenty of conflicts, the situation was still under control. 

The Crimson Dynasty was under quite a bit of pressure and was still holding in there. There were also 

voices within the dynasty that were calling for the open sale of the totems, but the voices were still 

weak. 

If a new theme would be created for this era, it would be called ‘exploration and expansion’. 

This was not only the development of a single civilization but a new Star Field being absorbed into the 

map of the explored universe. It was akin to discovering a new continent, and it was enough to change 

the situation of the entire universe. 

Under the influence of such an atmosphere, even the Beyond Grade As chose to remain silent. The 

battle between Han Xiao and the Mechanic Emperor became the last battle between Beyond Grade As 

for a long time. 

Time then crept slowly in the peace. 

... 

Galaxy Calendar: Year 716, 17th day of the 1st month. 

The blue stargate at Planet Black Gate began glowing, and a middle-sized spaceship was spat out from 

the center of the stargate. 

In the spaceship, a group of youths were standing in front of the window and looking at Planet Black 

Gate with curiosity. 



“Is this the territory of the Black Star Army? We’re finally here!” 

“I heard that Black Star has remained in the Flickering World for the past few years. It has been five 

years since we last heard news about him.” 

“That’s right. Do you think we will be able to see Black Star in person?” 

“I wonder if he will be like principal Lagi...” 

“Shut up! Don’t mention that taboo name!” 

Someone grabbed his head and collapsed as though he was having fits. 

“Argh! Come and give me a hand! His PTSD syndrome is acting up again!” 

The people in the surroundings looked at this pitiful brother of theirs who was suffering from ‘Lagi PTSD’ 

syndrome. 

“Sigh, another one has fallen.” 

One of the youths who was about 1.7m tall could not help but laugh bitterly. 

“This is too exaggerated. I don’t really think the principal is that scary...” 

A young lady who was half a head taller than him rolled her eyes. “Of course you are alright. Why don’t 

you think about the mental damage that is done to those with poor results?” 

The young man then rubbed his head and muttered, “Really? I thought that everyone liked the principal 

a lot...” 

This young man was about sixteen to seventeen years old but looked extremely child-like. He looked like 

a primary school kid that had not grown up yet and was dressed in the Black Star Army uniform. 

The beautiful young lady beside him had a smoking hot figure and was dressed in skintight Pugilist 

clothing. She looked extremely close to this young man. 

Right at this moment, the captain walked over and patted the young man on the shoulders. 

“The defense troops are sending a communication request. You can just pick up the call to save us some 

trouble.” 

The young man nodded and pressed a few buttons on the wall of the spaceship. A holographic 

projection then appeared, and the guard commander of the Black Star Army appeared. 

“Which department are you guys from? Why didn’t I receive an application from the army?” 

If not for the Black Star insignia on the spaceship, the commander might have given the order to capture 

the spaceship already. 

“We are the first batch of graduates from the Black Star Super Academy. According to the rules of the 

academy, the graduates can choose to join the training camp and serve the Black Star Army for two to 

three years. We are here to find a job with the army. It must have been a slip up for you to not be 

informed.” 



“Wait a moment. Let me check.” The commander frowned and searched through his records for a while 

before saying, “Mmm, there was a special request indeed, but you guys came too late and have long 

exceeded the appointed time.” 

“I’m sorry. This was our first time coming to the Flickering World, and we explored a few different places 

first. Thus, our journey may have been delayed. You can check the records of the spaceship.” 

The commander then ran some checks before nodding. “Hmm, the checks on the spaceship are alright. 

You guys can come in.” 

“Alright, thanks... Right, can you not tell the Army Commander that I am here?” 

Upon hearing that, the commander had a strange look on his face. 

Just what kind of a background did this youth have? 

He then sized up the young man and felt that he was extremely familiar. 

“Who are you? What is your relationship with the Army Commander?” 

“I am Nero. Black Star is my godfather.” Nero chuckled and a bright smile could be seen on his face. “I 

am here to give him a surprise!” 

Chapter 965 Perfect Mechanical Sense 

The spaceship carrying the fresh graduates of the Black Star Super Academy then arrived at the Sigma 

Star System to meet Black Star. 

Over the past six years, the Black Star Army had invested a large amount of resources and created a 

second headquarters in the Sigma Star System. It was a gigantic space fortress created by seven 

mechanical fortresses and a large number of mechanical soldiers. This new headquarters was called 

‘Black Star Palace’. 

The spaceship arrived at the designated location on the star map, and Black Star Palace appeared in 

their windows. Upon seeing the magnificent structure before them, the jaws of many of the students 

dropped in amazement. 

Black Star Palace was far more majestic than Floating Dragon Island, which hung in the skies above 

Planet Aquamarine! 

Every mechanical fortress had its own satellite rings of varying angles, surrounding the center like a mini 

Star System. 

At the middle of the structure was a gigantic alloy sphere. It was silvery-black in color, and the surface 

was smooth like a mirror. It was like a black star that did not give out light. 

Everyone accepted some security checks before the spaceship was parked at the dock. The moment 

Nero disembarked from the spaceship, he immediately saw someone familiar. 

“Uncle Feidin‽” Nero was overjoyed, and he immediately ran over. 

“Hello Nero.” Feidin smiled and stroked Nero on the head. 



“Did you come here specially to wait for me?” 

“That’s right. We have not seen each other for five to six years. You’ve grown bigger.” Feidin patted 

Nero on the head and then lamented. “But it is a pity that you didn’t grow any taller.” 

“... Don’t talk about this, and we can still have a good conversation.” 

Nero’s face darkened. Being short would be his pain for life. 

He had Aurora’s life force energy in him and also drank the dragonblood potion frequently. He should 

have been extremely tall and did not understand why his development was so slow. His own father did 

not have the short genes either! 

Nero had always suspected that it was the stress from studying that resulted in him being so short and 

was filled with resentment. 

“Speaking of which, Uncle Feidin, you’re still the same as always. You are still so good looking.” 

Feidin shook his head and smiled. “This is very normal. A Calamity Grade Super is able to control his own 

metabolism, and it is extremely simple for me to keep my appearance. Six years to me is like a few 

months for an ordinary individual.” 

At this moment, the Pugilist young lady then walked beside Nero and looked at Feidin with her eyes 

widened and her face red. 

“This is...” Feidin looked over. 

“Oh, let me make an introduction. This is Mia Moretto. She is my... my... cough cough, a close female 

friend of mine. She is one of the best Pugilists of the graduating batch. 

“Mia, this is Feidin, a member of the Black Star Guards. He is a senior who watched me grow up. Eh? 

Why is your face red?” 

“In what way is my face red!” Mia immediately held onto her face and became flustered. 

She was the skinny little girl that Nero had met on the first day of school at the Black Star Super 

Academy. After six years of training, she had already transformed into a beautiful swan and was 

currently filled with energy. 

Upon seeing that another young lady was captured by his beauty, Feidin said with a helpless expression, 

“Hello, I am Feidin.” 

“Hello, it is an honor for you to meet me... eh no, it should be my honor.” Mia then shook Feidin’s 

outstretched arm, and her face turned redder. 

Nero looked at Feidin before looking at Mia, and his heart turned extremely sour. He then could not 

help but cough loudly and break up their handshake before changing the topic. 

“Right. Where is my godfather?” 

“He already knows that you have arrived. Go and meet him at his throne.” 

“Throne?” 



“Er, it’s the center of that black sphere.” Feidin chuckled. “Speaking of which, he will definitely check on 

your progress later. I won’t save you if you don’t pass his test.” 

Nero’s neck then shrank back, and he recalled some terrible memories. “I’ve improved a lot, so my 

godfather should be satisfied.” 

“You should ask him yourself. Don’t let him wait for too long. We can chat after you are done.” Feidin 

smiled and left. 

Nero then turned around to look at Mia and realized that she was still staring in the direction that Feidin 

had left. 

“He’s already gone. Are you still looking?” 

Mia then retracted her gaze and jabbed Nero’s waist excitedly. “Oi, your uncle is far too charismatic. His 

smile is truly too charming.” 

“Why haven’t you looked at me like this before?” Nero then said with jealousy. 

Mia then said with disdain, “How long has it been since you last looked in the mirror. How can you be 

compared with your uncle?” 

Nero was speechless. 

His heart truly hurt. 

After knowing each other for six years, they were extremely familiar with each other. Mia became much 

more energetic and open than before, and both of them frequently quibbled with each other. However, 

their relationship was extremely good, and they were like siblings. 

After completing all the necessary checks, they changed into a different spaceship and headed toward 

the black sphere. 

When their spaceship approached the black sphere, pores could be seen on the surface of the sphere. 

These were the landing orbits for spaceships, and it was just the right size to fit this spaceship. 

The spaceship entered the orbit and stopped. Both sides of the orbit were sealed up, and there was no 

dock. 

Just when everyone was in doubt, the door to the side opened up. 

Boom! 

Countless nanoparticles stretched out to form a dock before their very eyes. 

“This dock was constructed on the spot?” 

This scene was extremely magical to all the students, and they stepped onto the dock while looking left 

and right curiously. They realized that there was only a single path that they could take, and the path 

was surrounded by black alloy walls all around. 

Everyone then looked at each other and walked down the path. 



The sound of an individual clearing his throat could suddenly be heard, and everyone realized that no 

one was talking. 

The atmosphere became tense, and everyone had a sense of fear toward the unknown before them. 

These students were originally extremely excited about coming to meet a bigshot, but this excitement of 

theirs had become anxiousness and fear. 

Although they had not met Black Star yet, they could already feel pressure from all directions. 

After walking for a long time, they finally came to the end of the path and arrived at a large circular hall. 

In the middle of the hall was a platform with a Divine Mechanical Throne in the middle of the platform. 

Bolts of blueish gold Mechanical Force could be seen expanding out from the base of the throne and 

jumping around as though they were dancing. 

A black robed man was seated on the throne with an arm supporting his head as though he was in deep 

thought. 

Just a simple glance from this individual made all their legs turn to jelly. 

“Your Excellency Black Star.” 

“Is this the pressure of a Beyond Grade A? How terrifying...” 

Many of them could not help but swallow a mouthful of saliva, thinking of retreating. 

Before they came, they had been looking forward to becoming a Beyond Grade A, but at this moment, 

many of them realized that this was no more than a dream. 

“God... godfather,” Nero greeted carefully. 

It has only been a few years since we last met, and my godfather has become so terrifying. 

However, his appearance did not change, and he still looked as suave as he did six years ago. 

Nero still dared to tease Feidin, but he could not help but be filled with reverence and anxiousness 

before Black Star, even if Black Star was his godfather. 

What is this? Am I really that scary? Han Xiao looked at the expressions of the students and frowned. 

He then looked down at the Divine Mechanical Throne and understood what was going on. 

I almost forgot that this thing has the effect of increasing my pressure. No wonder these kiddos are all 

so terrified of me. 

Han Xiao retracted his aura and stood up. The pressure then disappeared, and everyone heaved a sigh 

of relief. 

“You are the first batch of graduates of the academy. Since you have chosen to serve the army, I will 

welcome all of you on behalf of the army...” 

Upon hearing that, the anxiety in their hearts disappeared, and they became excited. 



Han Xiao gave the students a round of praises before getting the excited students to take their leave, 

leaving Nero and Mia behind. 

Walking down from the platform, Han Xiao looked at Nero and said, “It isn’t a bad thing for you to be 

short. Your body will be smaller, and it will be more difficult for the enemy to hit you.” 

Nero’s mouth then contorted. 

Why did everyone like talking about his height‽ 

Seeing Han Xiao tease him in such a manner, Nero also became at ease and revealed a smile. 

“I haven’t met you for such a long time. I really missed you.” 

I didn’t miss you at all, Han Xiao thought to himself. 

With the [Observer’s Mark] in his hands, he could spy on Nero whenever he wanted. He was even clear 

about the average number of times Nero went to the toilet in a day. 

Over the past six years, Han Xiao had spent most of his time in the Flickering World, reinforcing his 

foundation. He had spent most of his experience and increased his level to 303. The rest of his 

experience went into merging blueprints and his various skills. 

His attributes did not go up by much, but his mechanical army had experienced a huge upgrade! 

This black spherical planet was a Mechanical Deity formed by his mechanical army! 

It maintained the appearance of a planet and was like a black star. Han Xiao would frequently activate 

this skill and maintain it for a long time to train his control over the Mechanical Deity. 

Han Xiao did not remain idle in the area of constructing machines either. He had already set up his 

Dimension Factory and had honed it many times. 

During these six years, the machinery civilization had developed rapidly, and over eighty percent of 

Planet Apostle was already covered in machinery cities. The mechanical life forms were already in their 

eighth generation. 

Because of the weakening tinder energy, the attributes of the mechanical life forms had an obvious 

decline from the sixth generation onward. The mechanical life forms in the later generations could only 

be ‘commoners’ and serve as cannon fodder. This was the restriction of a machinery civilization. 

The first-generation mechanical life forms were still the elites with the Apostle Weapons, the most 

powerful group. The composition of the civilization also gradually became more like the structure of 

ordinary civilizations. Commoners made up the majority of the civilization, and the mechanical life forms 

before the sixth generation were like ‘Supers’. 

The Black Spirit Race was still digesting their knowledge. Compared to six years ago, the Black Spirit Race 

had already garnered some achievements and begun to spread knowledge to the other members of 

their race. The effects of the mental network were beginning to show. 

An ordinary race would have to teach using textbooks, but the Black Spirit Race could dump the 

knowledge straight into the minds of their students. 



The army developed steadily, and the education plan had begun to develop with more academies being 

built. The first batch of students had already graduated, and they were Nero’s batch. 

Han Xiao then sized Nero up before looking at Mia. 

Upon seeing that, Nero misunderstood Han Xiao’s intentions and immediately introduced his comrade. 

“This is Mia. She is my classmate, and she is very powerful.” 

“He... hello... er, I pay my respects to Your Excellency Black Star.” 

Mia was extremely nervous. The feeling that Black Star gave her was completely different from Feidin. 

Feidin made her feel like she was in love with her heart racing, but Black Star filled her with reverence. 

“I know about you. You have a lot of potential.” 

Han Xiao had already recognized this follower of Hila a few years ago and thus was not too surprised. 

“Thank you.” Mia was immediately overwhelmed with favor. She had never expected a bigshot like 

Black Star to know about her and was extremely agitated in her heart. 

“Wait outside for a while. I have some things to say to Nero.” 

“Alright.” 

Mia then looked at Nero and left the room. 

After seeing Mia leave, Han Xiao began to tease Nero. 

“Not bad, little brat. Is your springtime here?” 

Nero’s face flushed red, and he stammered, “Nonsense! No... nothing of the sort...” 

“Alright, there’s no need to explain anything to me.” Han Xiao interrupted Nero. “It has been a few years 

since I last met you. Let me check your progress. If you only thought about dating and not learning, 

humph!” 

As he said that, he did not wait for Nero to reply and jabbed him. 

Opening his interface, Han Xiao nodded. 

This brat’s potential was not too bad. He already had the strength of Grade C+ and should be able to 

reach Grade B before he turned twenty. 

Looking down at his abilities section, Han Xiao’s eyes lit up. 

Nero’s Mechanical Sense talent had finally grown to become [Perfect Mechanical Sense]! 

The leek that he had grown for so long had finally matured! 

It took almost ten years to develop such an ability. It truly hasn’t been easy! 

Han Xiao was overjoyed and slapped Nero on the shoulders with a hearty laughter. 

“Not bad, not bad! I am very satisfied with your progress!” 



Nero felt as though his shoulders were about to fracture and replied, “As... as long as you are satisfied.” 

Han Xiao could not help but pinch Nero’s cheeks joyfully. 

I am truly heartened that he didn’t forget his studies for love! 

The leek was ripe, and Han Xiao only had to think about how he should harvest it! 

Reynold refused to give him any missions, but Nero was different. Nero had an Advanced Luck Glow and 

was just starting out in life. There would definitely be plenty of chances to trigger a storyline mission and 

obtain [Perfect Mechanical Sense] from him. 

If not, he could even take the initiative to throw Nero into a dangerous situation. 

According to Han Xiao’s experience, as long as Nero approached him for help, there would be a greater 

chance to trigger a mission. 

However, he needed a reason to do so. 

Combat training sounds like a good plan... Han Xiao thought to himself. 

If that was not enough, Han Xiao had his final move. Nero’s potential was even stronger than Reynold’s. 

Han Xiao could just continue to raise Nero... and publicly beat him up! 

Various different thoughts flashed through his mind, and Han Xiao looked at Nero with a teasing 

expression. 

Little fellow, true hell awaits you next. You’ll come to know just how enjoyable student life was. 

Noticing Han Xiao’s cunning grin, Nero trembled slightly and had a bad premonition. 

Why do I feel a wave of bad intentions sweeping past my body? 

Nero then rubbed his head and said carefully, “Godfather, I have something that I need to ask you for 

help.” 

Han Xiao’s eyes sparkled. 

Woah! 

Look at him, asking for help so readily. So much better than Reynold. 

“Speak, what do you need?” Han Xiao asked happily. 

“Mia is a Pugilist, and it hurts when she beats me up,” Nero then said softly. “I want to learn how to 

become tanky. Godfather, you are a grandmaster in this regard. Can you teach me how to become 

tanky?” 

“Scram!” 

Chapter 966 The Second Exploration Phase 

s the saying goes, if you want to be tanky, you must first get beaten up. How can your skin be thick if 

your bones don’t all break at least once? 



He then made use of this logic to send Nero away before wondering if there were any dangerous jobs 

that he could get Nero to do. 

After thinking for two seconds, Han Xiao raised his brows. 

“That’s right. The construction of the three Star Clusters has come to an end, and the second exploration 

phase of the dynasty is about to start. I will have some things for Nero to do.” 

After six years, Renault, Garu, and Crown had pretty much completed their construction, and they only 

lacked people. 

Chief Commander Tarrokov had already informed him a few months ago that the dynasty was preparing 

for the second exploration phase. The various allies will be meeting the following day, and Han Xiao was 

also invited. 

If he remembered correctly, the Crimson Dynasty met with some unexpected trouble during the second 

exploration phase, and there were plenty of opportunities for combat. He could make use of this 

opportunity to send Nero and the other graduates over under the guise of ‘combat training’. 

There was a high probability of his Advanced Luck Glow turning dangers into fortune, right? 

Upon thinking about Nero’s current appearance, Han Xiao could not help but be exasperated. To think 

that Nero actually wanted to learn from him and become a tank! He was supposed to be a proper 

Mechanic! 

Furthermore, the reason was not so that he could improve but so he would be able to receive a better 

beating! 

Preposterous! 

Why don’t you learn more from your godfather’s swift and decisive style? 

Han Xiao then got his subordinates to arrange the graduates’ accommodation before returning to his 

throne. With a single thought, he issued an order toward his Divine Mechanical Throne. 

Clank! 

The next moment, the roof of the room opened, and machinery parts began flowing out. 

The Mechanical Deity itself was Han Xiao’s palace, and all the structures within the palace could be 

controlled by him with a single thought. 

Very quickly, a black machine dropped down from the sky and drifted in front of Han Xiao. It was about 

a meter long. 

Han Xiao then touched the machine, and he could feel heat. For him to be able to feel heat, it meant 

that the temperature was sufficiently high. 

The item details were then displayed on the interface. 

_____________________ 

Unknown Core: A special machinery part. Usage of the item is unknown, but it doesn’t seem useless. 



_____________________ 

“Sigh, a Universal Treasure is truly difficult to forge.” Han Xiao shook his head. 

Over the past six years, apart from strengthening his mechanical army, Han Xiao had also tried to forge 

gold grade equipment, which was Universal Grade. 

The strength of a Divine Throne Mechanic was definitely sufficient, but even if he had sufficient 

strength, he might not be able to forge a Universal Treasure. There were far too many variables, and it 

required many things to work together in order to achieve a perfect state. 

The first difficulty was the blueprint. 

Han Xiao did not have a Universal Grade blueprint. A gold grade blueprint required the skill [Inspirational 

Creation], but Han Xiao’s [Inspirational Creation] was currently still grayed out. The activation 

requirement was for [Ultimate Mechanical Engineering] to reach Lv.5. 

Furthermore, [Inspirational Creation] also had a random element to it. Not to mention the fact that 

there were no players who announced the blueprint combination of a Universal Treasure, even if one 

knew the combination, the results might be different. 

Because he did not have any blueprints, Han Xiao tried to use his own technological skills to forge it. He 

used his [Universal Simulation] skill but still did not make much progress. He made many different trash 

products, and this machine in his hand was the only spare part that still had some use. 

Thus, Han Xiao studied this machine every day, hoping to find some inspiration. 

However, the truth had proven that this idea of his was only useful to console himself. 

It is far too difficult for me to create something without blueprints or theories. Perhaps the Tyracles 

Legacy may be able to give me a gold grade blueprint, but the next Legacy blueprint will be at level 360, 

and it is still far away, Han Xiao thought to himself. 

... 

On the other side, Nero and the others left the Mechanical Deity and returned to the outside world. 

There were already some administrative staff waiting to show them to their accommodation. 

Along the way, the students looked around at the buildings in the surroundings excitedly. It was as 

though they had come out for a holiday. 

They had not only come to the mysterious Flickering World but had even met His Excellency Black Star in 

person. Thus, they were all extremely excited. 

Many people surrounded Nero with the majority of them being females. 

As Black Star’s godson, Nero had always been extremely popular. This situation would be even more 

common now that he was in the territory of the Black Star Army. 

“Your godfather is so handsome. He is completely my type, and I feel a sense of security with him.” 

“That’s right, that’s right. That aura of his truly excites me.” 



“I heard that His Excellency Black Star does not have a wife. I wonder if Beyond Grade As like him have 

such needs.” 

“Can you tell us what kind of a person His Excellency Black Star is?” 

Nero could not help but smile awkwardly as he cursed in his heart. 

What the hell? I thought that you guys admired me a lot, but you only want to be my godmother. 

He did not like the feeling of people surrounding him because of his status. Although he had a powerful 

background, he had never ordered people around. Of course, this was also related to Reynold’s 

education method. 

Han Xiao had always admired Reynold for his education method. Reynold would always be able to make 

his students feel the cruel reality of society even in the classroom. 

Finally, Mia, who was beside Nero, could not take it and exploded. 

“Stop squeezing me! I am going to beat people up if you continue!” 

Upon hearing that, the students in the surroundings fell silent. They were still pretty afraid of Mia. 

In the past, Mia had a cowardly personality and was extremely low profile in the classroom. But after 

she was assigned to the Pugilist Class, she became a lot more energetic than before. Almost everyone in 

the academy had been beaten up by Mia before, with Nero being beaten up the most. Even if he won 

the battle, he would always leave the arena with a face full of bruises. 

Learning how to become a Pugilist would make anyone become more violent. 

They arrived at their accommodation quickly, and a room was assigned to each of them. The 

administrative staff then told them to stay in Black Star Palace while waiting for their jobs. 

After everyone found their own room, Nero placed his stuff down, and someone knocked on his 

window. 

Turning around to take a look, he saw Hadavy outside the window riding a floating motorcycle. 

“Eh? Why is it you?” He recognized all the Black Star Guards by his godfather’s side, and Hadavy had a 

pretty good relationship with him. 

“Don’t talk nonsense, get on.” Hadavy patted the seat behind him. 

Nero hesitated for a moment before getting on the motorcycle. After a short journey, they arrived 

outside of a building. 

“This is...” Nero then looked at the sign board and asked, “A gambling den?” 

“That’s right.” 

“Wait! Why would there be such a place in the army? Who opened it?” Nero asked with doubt. 

“Who else but me... cough, our respected Black Star. Us Black Star Guards are usually with him and 

don’t have much to do. How could we survive without some entertainment? Let me tell you, although 



this is the second headquarters of the Black Star Army, the entertainment venues are extremely 

comprehensive.” 

Hadavy then threw the floating motorcycle to the side and dragged Nero into the gambling den. The 

gambling den was bustling with activity with a huge crowd in the place. 

“Why are you bringing me here?” Nero asked timidly. 

Hadavy then squeezed his way to a Wayne Card gambling table and placed a huge wager. He then 

whispered into Nero’s ears. 

“Hehe, I lost a few years’ salary here, and I am relying on you to win it back for me.” 

After Reynold took over the Logistics department in the Shattered Star Ring, it became difficult to meet 

him. Furthermore, Feidin did not allow Hadavy to disturb him. Thus, Nero became the only person left 

who Hadavy knew was good in cards. 

How would he miss such a good opportunity to recoup all his losses! 

“I... I am still a child.” Nero’s mouth contorted, and he looked at the expressionless robot in front of him. 

He truly suspected that Black Star had opened his gambling den to collect back the salaries of the Black 

Star Army members. 

He is my godfather indeed! A Mechanic that knows how to cut costs is definitely outstanding! 

... 

The next day, the meeting for the second exploration phase was being held in a conference room on 

Planet Lighthouse, and all those participating in the meeting were the various bigshots of the dynasty. 

The moment Han Xiao’s projection descended, many people greeted him. 

“Eh? Black Star is here.” 

“Come here, I saved a seat for you.” 

After the event six years ago, Han Xiao had gained a higher status within the circle of Beyond Grade As 

and was extremely popular. 

These Beyond Grade As all knew that Black Star would probably be the next pillar of the dynasty and 

were thus more passionate toward him. 

There was no need to mention the old dragon, Beyoni, and his other old friends. Ravenlaude, Maximiler, 

Viru, and Lotus Swordsman were present, and Han Xiao also saw Heber. 

Heber naturally did not greet him. Heber only snorted and looked away to prevent himself from being 

irritated. 

The moment he saw Heber, Han Xiao thought about the development of the army in the Shattered Star 

Ring. Over the past six years, the Bloodshed Land had competed with the Black Star Army in many areas 

with the aid of the Limitless Financial Group. Both parties continued to swallow up other organizations 

and expanded their operations greatly. 



The Germinal Financial Group developed rapidly and became the representative financial group of the 

Black Star Army. Iapetus displayed outstanding talent and also sat in a high position. With the support of 

the Black Star Army, the Germinal Financial Group showed signs of becoming a first rate financial group. 

The Crimson Dynasty had also expanded some of their operations in the Shattered Star Ring and 

provided some aid to him. The Black Star Army was temporarily able to resist the pressure brought 

about by the Limitless Financial Group. However, since the Limitless Financial Group had entered the 

Shattered Star Ring market, they would not back off easily and had become a powerful competitor. 

Han Xiao greeted the other Beyond Grade As and finally sat in between the old dragon and Maximiler. 

The Beyond Grade As had their own small circle, and the other civilizations all sat far away. 

The meeting had not started yet, and everyone was busy chatting with each other. 

After waiting for a while when everyone was present, Tarrokov walked forward to the stage and 

coughed twice to attract everyone’s attention. 

“I’m sorry for the wait. Since everyone is here, let’s begin.” 

The conference room then fell silent, and everyone looked at him. 

Tarrokov then pressed a button, and a huge holographic screen appeared behind him with the star map 

of the Flickering World on the screen. The green explored region had been expanded with Renault, 

Dawn, Garu, and Crown being lit up. 

“Everyone here should be extremely familiar with this map, so there’s no need for me to explain it 

further. I shall get straight to the point. We’ve spent over ten years on the first exploration and 

construction phase. The construction of the basic facilities is going well, and the first phase is about to 

come to an end. The dynasty has decided to embark on the second exploration phase.” 

As he said that, Tarrokov tapped on the screen and circled two unexplored Star Clusters. 

“These two Star Clusters will be our objective for the second exploration phase. They are the Russo Star 

Cluster and Dust Light Star Cluster.” 

Everyone present felt their spirits being lifted. 

The two Star Clusters were neighbors to the explored region in the first phase. The Russo Star Cluster 

was where Han Xiao had obtained the Spacetime Amber, and it was a neighbor of the Garu Star Cluster. 

The Dust Light Star Cluster was a neighbor of both Renault and Crown. 

“Why is there one less region in the second exploration phase?” someone asked. 

Tarrokov nodded and explained, “Yes. There are many different reasons with two more prominent ones. 

First, we need to continue with the construction of the first phase, and that will require manpower and 

resources. Second, we will be adopting a new exploration method during the second exploration phase, 

and we’ve chosen to shrink the region down because we would have more things to do.” 

After looking around to make sure that there weren’t any questions, Tarrokov said, “There are more 

people participating in the second exploration phase. Please refer to the list for the exact breakdown.” 



A screen appeared in front of everyone, and the organizations participating in the second exploration 

phase were shown. 

Han Xiao glanced over the list. The scale of the second phase was much larger, and many of the new 

organizations were subsidiary civilizations and galactic contractors being hired. 

During the first exploration phase, not all the allies had an opportunity to participate. Some weaker 

subsidiary civilizations were not even within the dynasty’s consideration. From the second exploration 

phase onward, the dynasty needed to share the cost of the development and thus allowed more to 

participate. 

According to this development pace, the Flickering World would be opened up to the public in the 

fourth phase. 

Only the Beyond Grade A allies who joined in the first phase could seize the best opportunities. As more 

people joined in the exploration, the benefits would become less. 

Tarrokov waited for everyone to finish viewing the list before saying, “I have already made a small 

booklet on the things to take note of during the second exploration phase and will issue it to every 

participating organization. Everyone must read it as we have added some new rules.” 

The Beyond Grade As then looked at each other and nodded. 

The rules in the first phase were intentionally more relaxed for the Beyond Grade As to obtain more 

benefits. However, the rules would be stricter toward these subsidiary civilizations. 

“To all our Beyond Grade A allies,” Tarrokov then said with a smile, “the dynasty has already assigned 

your missions, so there’s no need for you to choose your targets. Please be understanding.” 

After seeing that no one had any issues, Tarrokov continued. 

Indeed, the dynasty would control everything. Han Xiao shook his head. This meant that he would not 

be able to fully utilize his advantage. 

However, the most valuable Spacetime Amber was already in his hands, and it would not matter to him 

if he had a choice or not. According to his understanding of the second exploration phase, regardless of 

the mission that the dynasty issued, he would probably be sent to deal with some native advanced 

civilizations in the end. 

In his previous life, the Crimson Dynasty met an advanced civilization that was located in the Dust Light 

Star Cluster. 

Because of some reasons, the advanced civilization harbored great enmity toward the dynasty and was 

not easy to deal with. It even caused some trouble to the dynasty’s exploration. 

During the first phase, they met a native Star System civilization. However, this advanced civilization was 

already at the Star Cluster level. Of course, they would not be a complete Star Cluster Civilization 

without the support of the galactic society. However, they were pretty powerful and different from the 

frogs in the well before. 



The dynasty might not have mobilized their armed forces if everything went normally, but there was 

another power pulling the strings in the background. 

Han Xiao’s ‘Nero training plan’ was targeted at this advanced civilization. 

Chapter 967 Changing the Tracks of Destiny 

The meeting then carried on for half a day and ended after Tarrokov introduced the various objectives 

of the second exploration phase. 

“There is one final thing. Take note of any strange occurrences during the exploration. We saw plenty of 

organizations trying to secretly enter the Flickering World during the first phase, and we took various 

measures to wipe these stowaways out. However, we would still miss some of them out. If any of you 

discover any stowaways, you must give chase.” 

The Flickering World was still in a stage of lockdown, and many organizations attempted to sneak into 

the Flickering World. Everyone present was extremely clear that these stowaways were generally troops 

from the various Star Cluster or Super Star Cluster Civilizations, or organizations hired by them. 

Because the first exploration phase was already completed, these stowaways had already run into the 

later unexplored regions and their whereabouts are unknown. The dynasty had also sent some troops to 

give chase to these stowaways but had little results to show for it. 

The way the dynasty saw it, the best way to deal with such a situation was to continue with their 

exploration. In any case, these stowaways would have nowhere to escape when their main troop 

arrived. 

After the end of the meeting, the various representatives of the organizations reported the details of the 

meeting to their upper echelons. A portion of the Beyond Grade As did not leave immediately and 

stayed back to chat with each other. 

After chatting for a while, Tarrokov walked over and got Han Xiao to have a private conversation with 

him. 

Both of them walked to the side, and Han Xiao was a little curious. 

“What’s the matter?” 

“Can’t I come to you for a chat if there isn’t anything?” Tarrokov chuckled. “However, I do indeed have 

something. The Garu Star Cluster and Russo Star Cluster are neighbors, and your territory is in the region 

between Russo and Garu. Your territory can be part of the long-term transportation route, and a portion 

of our troops will go through your territory. We may also need you to help transport some resources.” 

“Alright.” Han Xiao agreed immediately. 

Since the dynasty had given him the seven Star Systems, he had absolute control rights over the 

territories. Since the contract had already been established, the dynasty could not make any decision 

within his territory and had to seek his permission first. 



Allowing the troops from the other organizations to pass through his territory would bring him more 

benefits than costs. He would be able to set up a proper resource transportation route within his 

territory and also cement his position as the core of the Garu Star Cluster. 

Being in charge of the transportation route meant that he would also be in charge of logistics to a 

certain extent. The amount of benefits that came from being in charge of logistics was something that 

everyone clearly understood. During the first exploration phase, the Black Star Army was the Exploration 

Pioneer, and after gaining their own territory during the second phase, they had even more benefits. 

After finishing what he had to say, Tarrokov suddenly suppressed his voice and said, “Did you receive 

the news? Cries within the dynasty to open up the sales right of the Evolutionary Totem have started 

again.” 

Han Xiao nodded and was not too bothered. “It doesn’t matter. They won’t affect me anyway.” 

The division within the upper echelons with regards to the Evolution Cube could not affect his status at 

the moment. In the past six years, none of the upper echelons had targeted him because they knew that 

it was useless to do so. 

“I know, but you should be more careful,” Tarrokov said softly. “I heard that a Ruler candidate wishes to 

receive the support from these factions...” 

Upon hearing that, Han Xiao could not help but say with a teasing voice, “You’re telling me such news? 

Aren’t you afraid of them taking revenge in future?” 

“Ah, I didn’t mention any names, and besides, will you expose me? Furthermore, the faction that I am in 

doesn’t really like his methods.” Tarrokov smiled. 

Han Xiao then came to a realization. He then understood that Tarrokov did not only come to warn him 

but also had a political objective. 

The next Dynasty Ruler would always be trained when the current Ruler was still in power. These 

candidates would usually be high officials of the dynasty with various different factions supporting them 

from behind. 

There could only be a single Ruler. Thus, some of the candidates who knew that it would be difficult for 

them to be chosen or had a huge ambition would try to obtain more support during this period. 

In his previous life, Urranrell’s service period had ended not too long after the Flickering World storyline. 

The dynasty would not change because of a new Ruler, but the style of the dynasty was changed subtly 

with the style of the new Ruler. For example, the way they dealt with competition, subsidiary 

civilizations, and their Beyond Grade A allies. 

The Ruler of the dynasty would be chosen internally, and apart from some special circumstances, the 

allies of the dynasty would not be able to influence the position of the Ruler. 

Thus, it was more important for a candidate to obtain the support of the various factions rather than 

fawning over the Beyond Grade As. Although Han Xiao was surprised about the situation that Tarrokov 

had mentioned, he was not too shocked. 



In any case, he already had plenty of targets stuck on him, and he would not mind a few more. 

“Heh, a candidate is only a candidate, and he may not be the future Ruler.” Han Xiao smiled. 

“You’re right. I also thought so.” Tarrokov nodded. 

After pausing for a while, he suddenly said, “I still have something to ask you.” 

“What is it?” 

“How well do you understand the inheritance that EsGod left behind?” 

Why would he suddenly bring EsGod up? Han Xiao was a little puzzled. 

“Isn’t his inheritance already spreading throughout the universe? Which aspect are you referring to?” 

“Ah, this matter is related to you... Do you remember the spatial coordinates that you gave us 

previously? The ones that EsGod was looking for.” 

These words sounded like thunder in Han Xiao’s ears, and he tried to suppress his shock. 

Those spatial coordinates were the key to the World Tree! 

Why would he ask such a question? Has the Crimson Dynasty found something already? 

“Have you guys found anything?” Han Xiao asked in a low voice. 

“I don’t know. I am not a researcher.” Tarrokov shook his head. “However, the head of the research 

team in charge of EsGod’s inheritance seems to have some idea about the data. He asked me to ask you 

about the situation back then.” 

After the inheritance of EsGod was leaked, the spatial coordinates were hidden within the wealth of 

information and seemed extremely insignificant. The research team would rather spend their time 

researching other things rather than this set of coordinates without any records. 

But after spending a few years, the research team had almost finished their research of the majority of 

EsGod’s research and thus set their eyes on the mysterious coordinates. 

“I only coincidentally found EsGod searching for these coordinates, and I am not clear about the details.” 

Han Xiao heaved a sigh of relief and hid the truth with a perfunctory response. 

“Alright.” Tarrokov was not too suspicious of the reply. 

After a casual chat, Han Xiao turned off the long-distance projection and returned to his room. He then 

heaved a sigh of relief with a look of resignation on his face. 

... 

Following the meeting’s conclusion, the Crimson Dynasty announced the start of the second exploration 

phase to the universe. 



After the first exploration phase, the Black Star Army was already extremely familiar with the 

procedures and made sufficient preparations. They also began their exploration during the start of the 

second exploration phase. 

He was assigned to explore the Russo Star Cluster this time with many exploration troops accompanying 

him. The job of every organization was more carefully detailed and orderly. 

Han Xiao’s [Flickering World] Main Storyline Mission was also refreshed when the dynasty announced 

the start of the second phase. 

_____________________ 

[Flickering World] Second Chain Mission Completed. 

Your Mission Rating is: A 

You have obtained 1,500,000,000 Experience, x2 Random Reward Draw, 1,500 the Crimson Dynasty 

Contribution Points, and x1 Blank Character Summon Card. 

[Exploration Pioneer] Current Progress: 2/3 

The Third Round has been refreshed. 

Mission Introduction: Complete the second exploration phase of the dynasty. 

Current Exploration Area: Russo Star Cluster 

Personal Exploration Point: 0 

Total Exploration Point: 0 

Current Rating: E- 

_____________________ 

The third round of the mission was for him to explore the Russo Star Cluster. There would not be a 

problem for him to complete the mission, and his main objective would be to increase his own mission 

rating. 

Han Xiao was still extremely confident about this. Although there were many more organizations 

exploring the region with him, his advantage of being familiar with the map would still come in handy. 

Although he might not be able to achieve an S+ rating, an A rating should not be difficult. 

With the exploration troops being sent out, Han Xiao remained in the Black Star Palace and only sent out 

a Lord avatar and mechanical army to the Russo Star Cluster. 

The graduates were also broken up and sent to the various troops toward the new exploration region. 

Han Xiao had intentionally split Nero and Mia up into two different forces. 

According to his understanding, nothing would go wrong in the Russo Star Cluster; the exploration fleet 

would only face trouble in the Dust Light Star Cluster. 



Han Xiao was waiting for trouble to erupt on the other side so that he could throw Nero over. He had 

already come up with more than a dozen different plans to trigger Nero’s storyline mission. He definitely 

would not let the matter rest if he did not make Nero feel despair and pain. 

Feidin was an expert in the mind anyway, and even if a shadow was left behind in Nero’s heart, Feidin 

would be able to take care of it. 

... 

At the border of the Dust Light Star Cluster, one of the dynasty’s exploration fleets began constructing a 

stargate shortly after arriving. 

At this moment, a group was spying on this fleet from a few Star Systems away using special equipment. 

The dynasty’s exploration fleet was displayed on a large screen within the conference room, and there 

were many creatures with carapaces, like gray lobsters, seated in the room. They were the local 

intelligent race of the Flickering World and called themselves the ‘Kunde Race’. 

Everyone in the room fell silent upon witnessing the fleet. 

The leader of the Kunde Race then said slowly. 

“The information on that spaceship was real. There are more life forms in the universe, and aliens are 

eyeing our world.” 

Everyone fell silent. 

The Kunde Race had been slowly developing for millions of years and had started to walk the path of a 

Galactic Civilization ten thousand years ago. Their territory had continued to expand as they captured 

more and more planets. 

It was not that they had not met any other intelligent races in the process. However, the races that they 

had met were far weaker than them and had become their pets and slaves. 

The Kunde Race had been wondering if there were more powerful civilizations in the universe, but they 

had yet to meet with any. After so many years, they had taken control of many Star Systems and were 

the most powerful civilization within this Star Cluster. 

However, their observation region was limited to the Dust Light Star Cluster, and everything outside of it 

was unknown. 

Without a galactic society or any other civilizations to interact with them, this place was like a lone 

island and pitch black forest. The Kunde Race did not have any understanding of Star Systems and Star 

Clusters, and their technological skill tree was not as complete as the Galactic Civilizations’. They did not 

have stargate technology, and their hyperdrive technology was backward. They could only make use of 

cryogenic chambers to pass the long galactic travel duration. 

A single day of travel for the galactic society could take the Kunde Race more than ten years. 

However, all this changed a few years ago. 



The Kunde Race would always remember the day that the spaceship wreckage had landed on their 

colonial planet. There was plenty of advanced technology that they had never seen before and 

information about countless alien civilizations. 

They had finally met a civilization that was more powerful than them! 

After researching the technology on the spaceship, the Kunde Race had finally developed many different 

technology fields such as hyperdrives, stargates, and quantum networks. 

However, a huge shock accompanied the surprise. The spaceship had also recorded a powerful alien 

civilization called the Crimson Dynasty. 

The information showed that the Crimson Dynasty was not only a powerful civilization but also a 

Universal Grade predator. All the civilizations discovered by them only had two paths to take: 

destruction or submission. 

The outcome of submitting would be the loss of development opportunities, and they would never be 

able to go up to a higher level. Their future would be bleak, and they would be a vassal forever. 

The Kunde Race had suspected the truthfulness of the information, but all the technology of the 

spaceship was real. As such, this was a form of assurance in the truthfulness of the information. It was a 

pity that only corpses were left behind on the spaceship, and there was not a living being to interrogate. 

The data log of the spaceship indicated that the members of the spaceship were a bunch of escapees. 

They were escaping the expansion of the Crimson Dynasty and also announced that the Crimson 

Dynasty was not too far away from the Kunde Race. They had even recorded the possible route that the 

Crimson Dynasty would take, and this filled the Kunde Race with unease. 

Data on long-distance surveillance equipment was also included in the databank, and the Kunde Race 

constructed the equipment and sent people to monitor the various locations where the Crimson 

Dynasty might appear. A few years later, this set of data came true, and there was indeed an unknown 

fleet appearing not too far away from their territory. 

“The predators have appeared. What should we do? Should we contact them with friendly intentions or 

take the initiative to attack?” the Kunde leader said with a grave tone. 

One of the upper echelons then slammed the table and said resolutely, “We cannot submit to them! We 

must make preparations. We must first find a route of retreat and a new homeland for our offspring. We 

should then seize the initiative to attack them before the enemy can discover us!” 

“They are too powerful; we won’t be able to win. Our race may end up being wiped out instead. We 

cannot start a war with them and should first come into contact with them...” 

“Stop dreaming! The only outcome of engaging with them is to become a vassal. Are you willing to lose 

our future and become like those races that we enslaved?” 

“Perhaps the other party isn’t a predator but a friendly civilization?” 

“Friendly civilization? Just how did you obtain your current position? Don’t forget. Have we even been 

friendly to the other intelligent races? Will there be a friendly civilization in the universe‽ Do you want 

to surrender and get our entire race enslaved‽” 



“But how can we know if the information is real without trying?” 

“Are you mad? All the technological skills are real. Why are you still doubting the veracity of the 

information‽” 

The upper echelons continued arguing. 

If not for the sudden descent of that spaceship, many of them would have agreed to first come into 

contact with the aliens. 

However, many of the upper echelons believed that these alien civilizations were predators to take over 

their land. 

Right at this moment, a strange fluctuation could be seen in the eyes of the Kunde leader, and he said 

coldly, “Stop arguing. I have come to a decision...” 

Chapter 968 Shadow of the Exploration Era 

The dynasty’s exploration method was to steadily expand their exploration scope. The exploration fleet 

had just entered both Star Clusters and was currently starting their exploration from the borders. 

At the border Star System of the Dust Light Star Cluster, an exploration fleet had arrived on a green 

planet. The insignia of a Star System Civilization was inscribed on the armor of the spaceships, and they 

were in charge of exploring this region. 

“Exiting hyperdrive, arriving at our destination. Cooling down the hyperdrive engine.” 

“The planetary probe has been released. Examining the environment and resources on the planet.” 

“Activating the life force scanner and checking for signs of life.” 

In the main control room of the flagship, the staff of the exploration fleet were busy operating various 

equipment, and the commander was pacing around to wait for the test results. 

Swoosh! 

The door suddenly opened, and a man clad in heavy armor walked in. 

The commander of the ship then turned around and said with respect, “Captain Kreb, do you need 

something?” 

“I am only here to take a look,” the guy called Kreb said impatiently. 

He was one of the Calamity Grade Supers in this subsidiary civilization and was in charge of their safety. 

However, there would obviously be far too few opportunities for him to take action, and Kreb was only 

there as insurance. As such, he was not too happy to take on such a job and felt that it was a waste of 

his training time. 

After waiting for a while, the test results were out and displayed on the screen of the main control 

room. 



“Commander, the data has been analyzed. This is a habitable planet, and the resources on the planet 

are also rich. We also discovered traces of life on the planet, and we have already discovered 730,000 

different species. There is one intelligent species on the planet, and they are currently in the tribal era. 

The degree of their intelligence is still unknown, and their population is about 120,000.” 

The appearance of this intelligent species was then displayed on the screen. It looked like a goblin with 

plenty of creases on its white skin. 

“An intelligent species. That isn’t too bad.” The commander nodded. “Make contact with them 

according to the rules.” 

The dynasty had rules about the procedures of coming into contact with the native civilizations. They 

would take a different approach depending on the situation. For such natives that did not pose any 

threat, they would usually approach them with peace and education as the main focus. This was the 

method that Han Xiao had adopted when he came into contact with the natives on Planet Pangurus. 

The fleet then landed in the forest, and the ground troops started to make contact with the native 

tribes. These natives were both afraid and shocked but extremely curious about these unknown beings 

at the same time. 

Under the aid of the translation tool, this exploration fleet successfully set up a communication bridge 

with the natives. They explained their intentions to the natives and used various diagrams to explain the 

situation of the explored universe. They also introduced the Crimson Dynasty to the natives and 

explained the situation to them. 

The accompanying doctor also began conducting tests on the natives to check for any unknown viruses 

on the body of the natives. There were far too many of such examples, and they began to check the 

biological structure of the natives. 

Everything looked as though it was progressing orderly, and Kreb took a stroll in the camp. 

He then suddenly saw a native leaving the line and suspiciously heading toward the house of another 

native. 

Kreb didn’t think too much about the matter and wanted to continue walking but suddenly felt a sense 

of danger. 

He immediately froze in place. Most Calamity Grade Supers had extremely astute senses and would be 

able to detect threats. Most powerful Supers trusted their instincts. 

“Something seems wrong...” Kreb frowned and followed the suspicious looking native. He then pushed 

open the room door and walked into the native’s room. 

This native had his back toward the door and turned around upon hearing something. It was as though 

he was shocked by someone appearing behind him. 

“What are you doing?” The sense of danger grew even more intense. 

The next moment, the expression of that native turned malevolent, and he took out a bone dagger to 

stab it toward Kreb’s neck. 



Whoosh! 

A gust of wind blew past, and Kreb instantly appeared before the other party. He then knocked the 

dagger away lightly and held the native by the neck. 

He did not know the intentions of this native, but it would not be wrong for him to stop the attack. 

But before he could even interrogate the other party, the native suddenly trembled with foam coming 

out from his mouth, and he died. 

“He committed suicide?” Kreb was shocked. 

Right at this moment, a gasp could be heard by the door, and Kreb ran out while holding onto the 

corpse. He then realized that a commotion was going on around the doctors. A large group of doctors 

were crowded around a medical instrument as though they had discovered something. 

Kreb then went forward and looked at the individual in charge of the doctors. 

“What are all of you doing?” 

“Your Excellency, look at this gene report!” one of the doctors said with a strange look on his face. “We 

realized a huge flaw in the genes of this race. Furthermore, there are traces of their genes being 

modified, which resulted in at least eighty percent of their mental capacity being suppressed! In simple 

words, someone is trying to suppress their intelligence!” 

“You mean to say that they are a being reared like animals?” Kreb asked. 

Right at this moment, something happened! 

Boom! 

Everyone suddenly felt the ground beneath them tremble. 

The next moment, an alarm went off in all the spaceships. 

“Alert! Alert! Detecting high energy reaction, comparing energy reaction to the database... comparison 

complete. [Primordial Psionic Energy Explosion] has a 99.8% match. Evacuate immediately! Evacuate 

immediately!” 

“Primordial Psionic Energy‽” 

Everyone’s expression changed greatly. 

Kreb suddenly seemed to have thought about something and smashed the head of the strange corpse in 

his arms. He then poured out all the contents of the head, and a small mechanical chip flowed out. 

The instant he saw this mechanical chip, Kreb’s eyes narrowed, and he understood what was going on. 

This was a life force detector. In simple terms, the detector would send out a signal when the life force 

of its host was lost, and it would trigger a switch or equipment on the other side. The Primordial Psionic 

Energy Explosion was probably related to this life force detector! 

Boom! 



The surface of the planet immediately collapsed, and a psionic blue energy erupted from underground. 

Following which, the entire planet became contaminated. 

The mountains, rivers, forests, land, ocean, sky... everything was swallowed by the blue psionic energy 

and became part of the Primordial Psionic Energy! 

It expanded without end! 

Everything was swallowed and disintegrated by the blue light. The exploration fleet was not able to 

escape from the rapid expansion of the energy and was swallowed up by the energy. 

Kreb charged out from the spaceship and wanted to escape for his life. However, the endless blue light 

swallowed his figure up. In the face of the Primordial Psionic Energy, a Calamity Grade Super was no 

more than an ordinary living being. 

The same scene occurred on a few planets in the Dust Light Star Cluster. 

... 

It had not been too long since the last meeting, but all the organizations participating in the exploration 

were gathered in Planet Lighthouse’s conference room once again. 

This was an emergency meeting, and Han Xiao and the other Beyond Grade As were urgently 

summoned to attend the meeting. 

Looking at the casualties on the screen, the atmosphere in the room was heavy. 

“Our exploration fleet met with an accident in the Dust Light Star Cluster,” Tarrokov said with a grave 

voice. “More than six thousand battleships were destroyed with more than seven million casualties, 

including two Calamity Grade Supers.” 

A small commotion was immediately created. 

“Just what did they meet? Did they meet a powerful civilization?” 

“How can there be such powerful natives in the Dust Light Star Cluster‽” 

Han Xiao’s eyes narrowed. He only knew that this native civilization created trouble for the dynasty but 

was not clear about the details. After all, this matter happened during the version update period, and 

the players did not experience it personally. They only understood what had happened from the 

background information. 

Tarrokov raised his arms to get everyone to remain silent before saying, “The strength of this native 

civilization is far more powerful than your imagination. They have grasped psionic energy, and these 

fleets that were lost met with a Primordial Psionic Energy Explosion. We have reason to believe that it is 

a trap set by this unknown civilization.” 

The moment these words were said, everyone present could not help but take in a deep breath. 



They could accept a native civilization having a powerful army. With the dynasty’s battleship technology, 

suppressing a native civilization would not be a problem. Regardless of how powerful an ordinary army 

was, they would not be able to threaten their exploration fleet. 

However, things were completely different if the native civilization had grasped psionic energy! 

Under the rule of the three Universal Civilizations, the explored universe prohibited the use of 

Primordial Psionic Energy for weapons. Its strength was terrifying, and the pollution that it caused was 

even more severe. 

To think that these natives actually grasped psionic energy! 

Just how did they climb up the technological skill tree? 

Could it be that they have other technology that we do not‽ 

Everyone present was filled with wariness and caution. 

The feeling of facing such a native civilization was completely different. In the Galactic Society, even if 

one could not grasp some form of technology, one would know of the existence of the technology. But 

when facing a powerful native civilization that they had yet to see before, who knew what kind of 

strange technology they would suddenly bring out? 

Many of the civilizations had experienced the exploration warring era and felt a sense of deja vu. None 

of them knew the trump cards that the other civilizations had, such as the Federation of Light’s Multi-

Dimensional Sky Opening Transportation Device, the Arcane Church’s Ten Thousand Deity Scepter, and 

the Evolutionary Civilization’s transformation. 

This native civilization naturally would not be restricted by the rules of the Galactic Society and would 

not be bothered about casually throwing psionic energy around. It was like giving a child a pistol. 

Everyone present had a feeling that the death rate this time would be high. 

“What is the dynasty’s plan?” someone asked. 

Tarrokov said coldly, “The situation is still unknown, and this native civilization isn’t friendly to us and 

poses a high threat to us. According to the ‘Exploration Rules: Rules of Contact’, we will be adopting 

method twenty-four.” 

Many of them could not help but gasp in shock upon hearing that. 

This was the final method. Compared to the other methods, this method was extremely simple. They 

would use war to achieve their motive and stop when the opposing civilization was enslaved or wiped 

out. 

A civilization capable of walking out from the exploration era and becoming the tyrant of the universe 

definitely was not kind. 

The exploration of the Flickering World was a little similar to the exploration era, and the difference was 

that the three Universal Civilizations were already tyrants. They were confident of employing more 

gentle means, and this gave weak civilizations the chance to protect themselves. 



The more powerful the natives, the stricter the attitudes of the three Universal Civilizations. 

A native civilization that had grasped psionic energy was already a threat, and the Crimson Dynasty 

would not mind killing them in their infancy to reduce their Star Cluster level enemies by one. This 

would be beneficial to the Galactic Society. 

Tarrokov then said coldly with his gaze sweeping past everyone present, “We are completely clueless 

about them. We aren’t aware of their location or their species. However, the other party has already 

launched accurate attacks, which means that they have some intelligence in their hands. Before this, we 

have not come into contact with this civilization. Thus, it is likely that someone is pulling strings from the 

dark, and the most suspicious individuals are the stowaways.” 

The looks of the representatives present all turned strange. 

This was not too difficult to guess. It was difficult for a single civilization to form a complete 

technological skill tree. The benefit of the Galactic Society was the exchange of technological skills. The 

stowaways must have thrown a bag of technological skills to the native civilizations, including psionic 

energy skills. 

These Super Star Cluster Civilizations also had sufficient motives. First, they wanted to wound the armed 

forces of the dynasty. Second, they wanted to delay the exploration. Third, they wanted to kill with a 

borrowed knife and get rid of the powerful native civilizations to free up more space in the Flickering 

World. 

Of course, they would not just throw the technological skills to anyone. Only a native civilization that 

had sufficient production capabilities would be their target. 

“I announce that the exploration plan of the Dust Light Star Cluster shall come to an end. The dynasty’s 

exploration fleet will be going to war,” Tarrokov said with a deep voice. 

Everyone nodded solemnly. 

Before taking care of the enemy, they would not continue with their exploration. The dynasty had plenty 

of war experience and had many different plans to employ. 

The enemy had the advantage in terms of intelligence, but this advantage would not last long. The 

Oracles in the dynasty’s fleet would come into use soon, and the Mechanics were not there for show 

either. 

With the dynasty gathering their troops, the Black Star Army was also summoned. However, Han Xiao 

was not planning to take action personally. He wanted to let Nero and his subordinates join the battle. 

He only needed to send his mechanical army to protect Nero secretly. 

He knew that the Kunde Race did not have any Supers. Their greatest threat came from the explosion of 

the psionic energy. As long as they avoided these battlefields, the number of casualties can be reduced. 

My advantage of being familiar with the map can be put to use here, Han Xiao thought to himself. 

... 



At the same time, in the Dust Light Star Cluster, countless spaceships that were holding numerous 

civilians disappeared into space. Looking at this scene, the Kunde Race soldiers all had strange feelings in 

their hearts. 

“Report, the migration fleet of every colonial planet has set off. The local civilians are all on board, and 

they are going to search for a new homeland together with all the races that they’ve discovered.” 

Upon listening to his subordinate’s report, the Kunde Race leader nodded silently, and the other upper 

echelons fell silent. 

The information on the spaceship wreckage did not lie to them. They had arranged for some enslaved 

subsidiary civilizations to come into contact with the other party, and the other party was indeed called 

the Crimson Dynasty. They were just as powerful as stated in the information. 

Although the other party seemed extremely friendly, in the eyes of the Kunde Race, their ambitions 

were hidden under their friendly facade. 

Originally, the resources of the entire Star Cluster would be theirs for development and evolution. 

However, the Crimson Dynasty had arrived and wanted to snatch these resources away from them. 

Their way out had been blocked, and they could no longer develop normally. 

In this regard, the Super Star Cluster Civilizations did not lie. 

The Kunde Race was not willing to become a vassal. The universe was a vast place, and they still had 

routes of retreat. 

From the moment they decided to resist, they had planned for the worst. They sent most of their 

civilians into the depths of the space and left behind the seed for the civilization. Regardless of their 

victory or defeat, they would no longer have a chance to develop normally in this place. As such, they 

might as well send their race over to a new hometown where they would not be disturbed. 

Only the Kunde Race’s army was left behind to defend their land. 

War was something that could not be avoided for peace. 

Chapter 969 Familiar Face and Exchanging Fire 

Deactivating his long-distance projection, Han Xiao’s viewpoint returned to his room. Before he even 

moved, a notification popped up on his interface. It was an Urgent Mission for the dynasty. 

The contents of the mission were to listen to the dynasty’s plans and carry out various war missions to 

deal with the Kunde Race. It was similar to the secret war mission, and Han Xiao was no stranger to it. 

“According to the reward of the secret war, if I can complete a war mission at such a level, there is a 

high chance of receiving Legendary Points, Political Assets, or a new dungeon type reward. Oh right, my 

Contribution Points should also be able to increase greatly.” 

Han Xiao stroked his chin, uncertain. After all, Purple Crystal and Klent were close to each other in 

strength during the secret war. But to the dynasty, the Kunde Race was no more than just a little threat. 

Getting rid of the Kunde Race was not difficult, and the reward might not be as much as the secret war. 



However, he would just take whatever came his way. His target this time was mainly to trigger various 

missions from Nero. 

Although he was not planning to participate personally, Han Xiao would not slack off completely. He 

would not mind providing the dynasty with some Virtual Technology support during the war. 

Furthermore, Han Xiao was not planning to hide his map advantage. 

The map that he referred to was not the star map. The astronomy observation equipment of a Universal 

Civilization was well developed, and they had already plotted out a map of the entire Flickering World. 

However, the details of the map could only be completed through exploration. 

Han Xiao was familiar with the territory of the Kunde Race, and such information naturally would not be 

on the unexplored star map. This meant that the dynasty would not need to slowly explore the region 

and could charge straight into the Kunde Race’s territory. 

Of course, the dynasty would need to believe his intelligence. Even with his Beyond Grade A status, he 

could not interfere with the war orders of the dynasty. Every advanced civilization would definitely be 

skeptical of unverified intelligence. 

Han Xiao was not too bothered about this. He had the name of a fortune teller, and he still had the 

famous Aesop by his side. Furthermore, the dynasty would also make use of many Oracles, so it would 

not be a problem for him to release intelligence. 

However, in order to prevent others from framing the Kunde Race, Han Xiao also could not give the 

dynasty too detailed information. Although he could do as he wanted at his level, being careful would 

save him some trouble in the future. 

“A Star Cluster level war, this is the second time I’ll participate in one, but this is different from the 

secret war...” 

Han Xiao let out a deep breath. 

The secret war was a proxy war, and although the scale of the war was large, it did not involve the life 

and death of a race. This time, one party would be fighting to protect their homeland and would 

definitely employ all their strength and means. 

Even if the Kunde Race was a native Star Cluster civilization, the scale of this war could not be compared 

to the secret war. 

Han Xiao did not feel too much enmity toward the Kunde Race, but he did not have any goodwill toward 

them either. If he was a part of the Kunde Race, he would not be happy if a foreign civilization 

attempted to snatch his resources as well. By the time the Crimson Dynasty fully explored the Dust Light 

Star Cluster, it would be akin to locking the Kunde Race in this Star Cluster and limiting them to the level 

of a Star Cluster Civilization. 

However, he was currently in the dynasty’s faction. The dynasty’s motive of exploring a new Star Field 

was to obtain new resources. With the advantage of absolute military might by their side, it was 

impossible for them to stop. It could only be said that both parties had a conflict of interests. 

Since neither party was in the wrong, the one who was wrong would be the loser. 



Han Xiao then wrote up a letter and sent some intelligence about the Kunde Race to Tarrokov. Without 

waiting for a reply, he sent out an order to gather his army. 

“Summoning us to participate in the war?” 

In the exploration fleet of the Black Star Army, the members of the Black Star Army received a message 

on their communicator. Some of them were excited, while others were grave. 

Nero was a member of this exploration squad, and he immediately felt nervous upon receiving the 

order. 

He had not made mental preparations for this sudden war. He had only participated in various different 

sparring matches but had never participated in a true war before. It was impossible for him not to be 

nervous. 

Various different thoughts flashed through his head, and Nero could not help but let his imagination run 

wild. Will I be able to kill the enemy? 

What does killing feel like? 

Will I be killed by the enemy? 

Will Mia participate in the war as well? Will she be in danger? 

Just when he was letting his imagination run wild, he felt a hand on his shoulder. It was the captain of 

his squad, a burly freelance mercenary. 

“Don’t worry kid, we will take care of you.” The captain laughed heartily. 

“Relax.” The vice captain, who was currently memorizing his spells, looked over and said casually, “I 

participated in the secret war before, and war is only so-so. It is either kill or be killed. Death in a galactic 

war of such a level will happen in an instant. There won’t be any pain, so there isn’t anything to be 

nervous about.” Nero rubbed his head and forced out a smile upon hearing that. He had been sent to 

this squad under the identity of a maintenance staff. His captain and vice captain took good care of him, 

and his other squad mates treated him pretty well too. 

In the battle squad of such a level, his background was not that important, and his personal combat 

strength was the most important. Nero’s strength was not too weak, and his Mechanic skills were 

outstanding. Thus, the other members of the team were willing to take care of him. 

Although Nero was indeed feeling nervous about participating in the war, he did not have any intentions 

of contacting Han Xiao. He did not wish for any special treatment. While his godfather might agree to 

not let him enter the battlefield, his godfather would definitely look down on him. Nero did not want to 

let his godfather down after studying for such a long time. 

Nero then walked to the side and took out his communicator. After hesitating for a moment, he dialed 

Mia’s number. 

After ringing for a while, the other party picked up, but neither of them said anything. Only their 

breathing could be heard. 



After a few seconds of silence, Nero then said, “Um... Did you see the internal notice already? I am going 

to war.” 

“Oh.” 

“Er... Aren’t you going to be worried for me?” 

“What’s there to be worried about? I was also summoned.” Mia snorted. 

Nero felt his heart sink, and he said with hesitation, “Er... are you nervous?” “What’s there to be 

nervous about?” Mia asked with a strange tone. “Didn’t you already know that such a day would come 

when you became a Super? I am looking forward to the battle.” 

Nero was completely speechless and could only say, “Pay attention to your own safety. We aren’t in the 

same squad, and I won’t be able to protect you...” 

“Who needs your protection?” Mia rolled her eyes. “You should take good care of yourself. Don’t die.” 

The call was then cut off. 

Nero then placed his communicator down and rubbed his nose with resignation. 

He still preferred the shy and timid Mia that he had first met. Ever since she became a Pugilist, her 

violent tendencies had gotten worse. 

There was no such thing as an absolute secret in the world, and the Crimson Dynasty was not 

attempting to hide anything. 

Not too long later, news reached the explored universe, and the various Star Fields found out that the 

dynasty was preparing to go to war. 

Most of the galactic residents did not have too much of an opinion. It was not surprising to them since 

the dynasty was dealing with a bunch of natives. They would rather the dynasty clean up all their 

enemies quickly and finish up the exploration early so that they could all go to the Flickering World and 

play. There was also a small group of individuals who took pity on the native civilizations and were 

crying out for peace. However, no one could be bothered with them, and their actions would not be 

able to influence the actions of an advanced civilization. 

Most of the organizations were not too bothered by the news, but the various Super Star Cluster 

Civilizations were all extremely happy. 

They hoped that the Kunde Race would be able to create as much trouble for the dynasty as possible. 

With the Primordial Psionic Energy, the Kunde Race definitely had the strength to cause damage to the 

dynasty. The more they killed, the better. It would be best if a few of the dynasty’s Beyond Grade As 

died as well. Regardless of who won or lost, they would not be on the losing end anyway. 

The exploration of the Dust Light Star Cluster was suspended, and the dynasty was gathering their 

troops on Planet Lighthouse. 

Apart from the exploration fleet, the Crimson Dynasty mobilized their elites from the Central Galaxy. 



While it was partly because they did not want to underestimate the enemy, it was also to train their 

soldiers. They would not be able to easily meet such a war in the explored universe, and this was a good 

chance to train their soldiers. 

Because Han Xiao was not personally interfering, the Black Star Army fleet would be led by Herlous. 

“The army this time is made from many different organizations. I will be the chief commander, and I am 

in charge of deciding the overall strategy. Every army will have their own commander to lead the various 

allies. The commander in charge of your Black Star fleet has also been decided.” 

Tarrokov then opened a resume and showed it to Herlous. 

After looking at the resume, Herlous felt that it was pretty familiar. 

“Teny Amenos?” 

“That’s right, it’s him.” 

“His rank isn’t high. Will he be able to do the job?” Herlous asked with doubt. 

“Ah ah, don’t worry. He is an officer that the dynasty is currently training, and he has outstanding 

commanding abilities.” Tarrokov smiled. “He arrived at Planet Lighthouse not too long ago. Follow me to 

meet him.” 

As he said that, Tarrokov knocked on the table and the room door was immediately pushed open. A 

military officer then walked into the room with his aide-de-camp behind him. 

“We meet again, my friend from the Black Star Army.” The military officer nodded. 

“Oh! So it’s you.” Herlous immediately recalled where he had met this individual. 

He was an elite of the dynasty who had accepted the evolution energy of the Evolution Cube, the future 

Dynasty Marshal. He had a short interaction with Han Xiao eight to nine years ago, and the vice 

commander beside him was his trusted aide, Corbus. 

Herlous stood up, and both of them shook hands before sitting back down. “It has been almost ten years 

since I last saw Black Star. I am truly happy for him that his status is getting higher and higher,” Teny 

said. 

Herlous nodded before said curiously, “Your rank must’ve increased already. You were only a Colonel 

the last I saw you.” 

“I earned some merits, but my merits can’t be compared to Black Star.” Teny shook his head. “I 

requested to be the commander of the Black Star fleet and hope to reduce your casualties.” 

“Then I have to thank you for that.” Herlous was overjoyed. As an allied organization of the dynasty, he 

was the most afraid of an incompetent commander. 

“There isn’t a need to thank me. You can treat it as me repaying a favor.” Teny waved his arms. “Black 

Star gave me a set of mechanical guards that was personally constructed by him back then, which 

helped me overcome a few difficulties. I should be the one thanking him.” 



“I see.” 

Herlous came to a realization. There was no such thing as a free lunch. It turned out that the other party 

owed a favor to his boss. 

He could not help but praise Han Xiao’s foresight. 

“I will pay a visit to the Garu Star Cluster to see Black Star after the end of the battle. I hope that he will 

be free,” Teny said. 

“Don’t worry, the officers will be the ones in charge of the army, and he is extremely free every day.” 

Herlous immediately sold Han Xiao out. 

Both of them then chatted for a while until Tarrokov coughed. They left Tarrokov’s office together and 

continued chatting with each other. 

As they were walking about the base, Teny met someone he knew, another commander of the dynasty. 

Both of them greeted each other and chatted casually. 

Herlous was not too bothered at the start but realized that the skinny aide-de-camp beside this 

commander kept staring at him with a profound look. 

“Eh... cough, what are you looking at me for?” Herlous asked. 

That aide-de-camp then chuckled. Pointing at Herlous’ uniform, he asked, “You’re a member of the 

Black Star Army, right?” 

“I am the fleet commander of the Black Star Army, Herlous. I wonder, how can I address you?” Herlous 

nodded. “Ah, call me Gaud.” 

“Have we met before? Why do you keep staring at me?” Herlous asked. 

Gaud laughed and said, “Nope, but I have always admired Black Star. This is my first time seeing an 

officer of the Black Star Army, and I am a little curious.” 

He then turned around without the intention of continuing the conversation. 

Upon seeing that, Herlous sized Gaud up and was secretly shocked. This fellow called Gaud obviously did 

not have much of a presence, but Herlous could not help but feel a sense of pressure when standing 

beside him. 

At this moment, Teny finished his conversation with the other party, and he left with Gaud. 

“Do you know that aide-de-camp?” Herlous asked. 

Teny shook his head, and Corbus replied instead. 

“You’re talking about Gaud? I know him. What’s the matter?” 

“I chatted with him a bit just now and am a little curious.” 

Corbus nodded and said, “This Gaud isn’t a graduate of the military academy, and he hasn’t been serving 

the army for a long time. However, he is a Super with great potential and was spotted by that 



commander. His various abilities are extremely outstanding, and I heard that he is on the list of 

individuals to be trained by the military.” 

“This resume sounds very ordinary...” 

Herlous could not understand where the pressure came from, but he was certain that his feelings were 

accurate. 

However, there was not much of a need for him to bother about such things, and he continued chatting 

with Teny, throwing Gaud to the back of his mind quickly.The dynasty was extremely efficient. They only 

took a few days to gather their forces. 

The dynasty originally did not know the location of the Kunde Race and originally planned to first send 

out their scouts to search ahead. However, Black Star had sent them an intelligence report not too long 

ago that marked out the rough location of the Kunde Race in the Dust Light Star Cluster. Although there 

were no accurate coordinates, it saved the dynasty a great deal of trouble. 

Although the intelligence report was not too accurate, it allowed the dynasty to narrow down their 

scope of operations. Many reconnaissance squads were sent out toward the coordinates that Black Star 

had marked out, and the army also began moving toward the different directions. 

With an entire Star Cluster as their battlefield, mobility was the key factor, and the stargates would be 

the blood vessels connecting the army. 

Because of the Primordial Psionic Energy Explosion trap, the dynasty had already tacitly acknowledged 

that the other party had stargate technology. As such, the dynasty paid close attention to protecting 

their own stargates to prevent the enemy from launching an ambush. 

However, the army did not meet a single enemy over the following half a month. The enemy was in the 

dark while they were in the light, and the enemy seemed to have disappeared. 

A couple of days later, this situation changed, and the dynasty finally exchanged fire with the Kunde 

Race fleet. 

The location of the battle was Planet Lighthouse! 

Chapter 970 Taking Out Unknown Technology 

Half an hour earlier... 

In the desolate universe belt far away from Planet Lighthouse, a Kunde Race fleet exited from the 

stargate and split up into various divisions. They then entered hyperdrive and approached Planet 

Lighthouse from different directions. 

After the attack of the Arcane Church and EsGod, the Crimson Dynasty had expanded their surveillance 

perimeter several times. Not too long after the Kunde Race fleet appeared, they were detected by space 

detection equipment. However, the Kunde Race fleet completely ignored the fact that they were 

spotted and charged straight at Planet Lighthouse. 



The command room of the flagship had a gray and blue theme. The various control panels were 

structured in a way for carapace creatures to use. The commander of the fleet was a gigantic lobster 

with flame like engravings on its shell. 

The Kunde Race was also split up into different branches, and one of their branches had a special 

feature. Some parts of their shells would change colors according to their emotions. Red represented 

anger and agitation, and this commander was currently in a state of rage. 

Yelu, a military commander of the Kunde Race, was an aggressive commander who had volunteered to 

participate in this ambush mission. He and the other members of the fleet knew that chances of 

returning alive were slim, but they had still chosen to accept the mission. 

“How far are we from Planet Lighthouse?” 

“Commander, we will still need about four hours.” 

“Speed up,” Yelu said with a baleful aura. He hated the fact that he could not immediately unleash his 

firepower on the enemy. 

It had only been a few years since the Kunde Race obtained the stargate and hyperdrive technology. 

Even if they had powerful production capability, they could not equip all of their fleets with such 

equipment. Furthermore, the Kunde Race still was not familiar with this technological skill and could not 

come up with too many tricks. 

They naturally would not be able to ambush the enemy since they still had to travel for another four 

hours. However, this was already the best that the Kunde Race could do. They were only able to secretly 

place the stargate at this location; any nearer would have been impossible. 

However, this fleet was not concerned about being discovered, and their plan was to launch a head-on 

attack. 

In the information of the spaceship wreckage, a rough outline of Planet Lighthouse’s surveillance 

perimeter was marked out. It was also indicated that this was the command center of the Crimson 

Dynasty. The Kunde Race had used their long-distance surveillance equipment to verify this fact as well. 

As such, they had come up with the plan of attacking Planet Lighthouse while they sent their forces out. 

The Kunde Race knew that it would be difficult for them to emerge victorious if they fought a head-on 

battle. As such, they could only take the risk of attacking the enemy’s headquarters. This way, they 

might be able to cut off the enemy’s path of retreat. 

Their fleet carried a large amount of Primordial Psionic Energy weapons, and the Kunde Race truly 

believed in the strength of this item. As long as they could approach Planet Lighthouse, and as long as a 

single one of these weapons could hit Planet Lighthouse, their objective would be complete. The 

Primordial Psionic Energy was able to ignore most defenses, and most shields would only serve to 

provide energy for it. 

Although they knew that it would be difficult for them to return alive, all of them in the fleet had a 

resolute will and were not afraid of death. 



On one hand, it was because of their fury and hatred toward the dynasty. On the other hand, it was 

because of the fear in their heart. The reason for their fear was related to Han Xiao. 

Originally, the Kunde Race paid attention to hiding their location because they were at a disadvantage. 

As long as the location of their territory was not revealed, they would be able to use that to their 

advantage and make many strategic arrangements. 

However, the Crimson Dynasty did not scout ahead and actually went directly to their territory. This 

ruined many of the Kunde Race’s plans and made them flustered. 

With the location of their territory being exposed, most of the methods that they had prepared became 

useless, and their entire army was placed in danger. Many of them were thankful that they had sent 

away most of their civilians. If not, they would have been in an even more passive position. 

Helpless, the Kunde Race could only come up with a desperate method to attack the enemy 

headquarters. 

The sole cause behind this entire event was Han Xiao, who had provided the intelligence. He saved the 

dynasty a great deal of effort and also forced the Kunde Race to make such a risky move. 

... 

In the command room of Planet Lighthouse, Tarrokov and the other commanders were gathered 

together. Their gazes were fixed on the star map and the red dots that represented the Kunde Race fleet 

approaching them with a countdown counter in the top-right corner of the screen. 

“The enemy is approaching Planet Lighthouse and will arrive in about three hours,” Tarrokov said with 

his arms behind his back. His expression was calm. He did not feel any pressure. 

Everyone present was also calm and not too surprised by this development. 

This was one of the outcomes that they had predicted, and they had made the necessary preparations. 

The enemy did not have any chance in a head-on battle and thus were extremely likely to make a risky 

move. 

During the exploration era, the Crimson Dynasty had met plenty of different ambushes and were 

extremely experienced in dealing with ambushes. As such, the commanders present were not nervous 

at all. Some of them even felt like laughing. 

The native civilization that had far too little battle experience was like a little child before their eyes, and 

all their actions were within their predictions. 

They wanted to launch an ambush without the Multi-Dimensional Sky Opening Transportation Device? 

They did not have the might of the Federation of Light but had the habits of the Federation of Light. 

Planet Lighthouse was truly fraught with difficulties, and they were used to people coming after them. 

After the last lesson, even if they sent out a large fleet, they would still leave sufficient spaceships to 

guard Planet Lighthouse. Furthermore, they had also expanded their surveillance perimeter, which 

resulted in the enemy requiring a longer time to reach Planet Lighthouse. A few hours was sufficient for 



their allies from Renault, Garu, and Crown to arrive. In fact, the army that they had sent out would also 

be able to return through the various stargates in time. 

“Everyone is already aware of the situation. The only threat that the enemy can pose to us is by using 

Primordial Psionic Energy weapons.” Tarrokov paced around and spoke slowly. “We have sufficient 

preparation time and will have to wipe out all the attacking spaceships before they can arrive on Planet 

Lighthouse. We will be in trouble if they are allowed to launch even a single attack on Planet 

Lighthouse.” 

“I wish to apply for the use of Primordial Psionic Energy weapons. Just like Black Star said, we should pay 

them back in their own coin,” a commander from the hawk faction said. 

“Hmm, alright.” Tarrokov nodded. 

The use of Primordial Psionic Energy weapons was prohibited in the explored universe, but since the 

enemy had already made use of it, the dynasty would not hold back. Since the universe would be 

polluted anyway, there was no need for them to care. 

However, although he allowed the use of the Primordial Psionic Energy weapons, Tarrokov had other 

plans. He then added in a deep voice, “The strength of the Primordial Psionic Energy weapons is far too 

terrifying. If possible, try to make use of ordinary weapons to capture the enemy and enemy spaceships. 

This is the best chance to obtain information about the enemy. Don’t forget that we do not know 

anything about their civilization. Furthermore, get the Virtual Mechanic squad to be on standby. Their 

help will be useful.” 

The dynasty had a large number of Virtual Mechanics, and there was no need for them to borrow the 

strength of a Beyond Grade A ally to face a native civilization. Black Star’s fee was currently pretty 

expensive... 

... 

After noticing the enemy’s intentions, the defense fleet of Planet Lighthouse began to set off to 

intercept the enemy. 

Not too long later, both parties met in the desolate universe belt near Primordial Psionic Energy. The 

battle was not as peaceful as the battle in the explored universe, and both parties were using Primordial 

Psionic Energy weapons without any restraint. 

In the open universe, the expansion of Primordial Psionic Energy was not as fast as it did not have an 

entire planet to swallow up. However, it was still equally dangerous as it would not dissipate. 

The Primordial Psionic Energy was able to remain in the battlefield for a long time, and the spaceships 

could only opt to avoid it. Furthermore, the psionic energy sphere was still expanding and releasing a 

powerful attraction force to suck up the various spare parts of the destroyed spaceships. It was just like 

a mini black hole. 

In such a complicated battlefield, everyone was wary of the other party’s long-distance attacks. 

“Commander, spaceships 078, 075, and 102 have been boarded by the enemy, and the guards on board 

aren’t able to block the enemy.” 



In the main flagship of the Kunde Race fleet, the scenes of the Supers slaughtering the Kunde Race 

soldiers were shown. 

Upon seeing this scene, Yelu said with an unfriendly tone, “This is the Super that is mentioned in the 

information, huh? They are actually able to obtain superhuman strength without any modification of 

their genes‽” 

“Commander, the situation isn’t to our advantage. What should we do?” 

Upon hearing that, Yelu glanced at the star map before him. There was a technological gap between 

their fleet and the enemy, and their losses were huge. 

Although their operation this time was no different from suicide, they were not even able to see the 

shadow of Planet Lighthouse and had lost so many ships. 

Everyone looked at him and seemed to be mentally preparing themselves for something. 

Yelu then gritted his teeth and said with a malevolent tone, “It has been my honor to fight alongside all 

of you. Listen to my orders, activate the spacetime splicing equipment!” 

... 

On the other side, Han Xiao had already received news of the battle, and his long-distance projection 

was currently watching the battle on Planet Lighthouse. 

The dynasty dealt with the assault of the Kunde Race fleet promptly, and the enemy was not able to 

fight back at all. It was not that easy to make up for the gap in technology. 

Tarrokov controlled the situation calmly while Han Xiao slacked off by the side. 

Although the situation was extremely good, Han Xiao had a doubt in his head. 

Strange... the Kunde Race seems to be extremely weak. Just how did they create trouble for the dynasty 

in my previous life? 

The situation was slightly different from what he had expected. The way he saw it, the Kunde Race 

should have been able to fight the dynasty on somewhat equal grounds since they could be written 

down in history as a troublesome opponent. Why was the enemy so weak? 

A group of Virtual Mechanics were currently breaking through the firewall of the Kunde Race fleet, and 

their progress was smooth. 

They would be able to obtain an entire fleet in a few more minutes, and there was no need for him to 

take action. 

The Kunde Race no longer has a chance to turn the situation around. Strange, Han Xiao thought to 

himself. 

Just when he was deep in thought, a Virtual Mechanic suddenly said with a doubtful tone, “Chief 

Commander, we’ve discovered a problem.” 

Tarrokov looked over and asked doubtfully, “What problem?” 



“This... the enemy fleet disappeared from the quantum network, and we are unable to receive any 

signals. Our Virtual Intrusion has been automatically cut off, but they did not forcefully go offline.” 

Before Tarrokov could even respond, a strange scene occurred on the battlefield. 

All of a sudden, all the Kunde Race spaceships seemed to have frozen on the spot. 

The dynasty’s army would not fall into a daze and continued to rain down their attacks. More than half 

of the battleships were immediately destroyed, including Yelu’s flagship. 

Right at this moment, a change occurred! 

A spatial distortion could then be seen on these destroyed spaceships, and before everyone could react, 

these spaceships were suddenly repaired and returned to their state before being destroyed. At the 

same time, they moved forward a great deal as though they had teleported. 

The dynasty’s army hesitated for a moment before attacking again. However, the exact same scene 

occurred, and the Kunde Race fleet moved forward again. 

This time, the dynasty’s fleet no longer attacked by the Kunde Race fleet still moved forward as though 

they had teleported. 

“What is this?” Tarrokov, who had observed this scene, was also at a loss. 

Ohm! 

Right at this moment, an alarm went off in the room! 

“Detecting a spacetime ripple. Matching it with the database... Match not found. Creating a new file...” 

At the same time, the dynasty’s army used all the means that they had to attack the enemy fleet but to 

no avail. Furthermore, they continued to approach Planet Lighthouse, and it was impossible to stop 

them. 

Upon seeing this scene, Tarrokov took a deep breath and adjusted his emotions. He then shook his head 

and said, “It seems like we have underestimated them. We can’t look down on any civilization.” 

Everyone then looked at each other with strange looks on their faces. 

They originally thought that this would be an easy battle but never expected the enemy to suddenly 

take out unknown technology. It seemed related to spacetime, and who knew how they climbed up the 

technological skill tree? 

Just when the commanders were at a loss, Han Xiao also fell into a daze. 

He recognized this technology! 

However, he had never imagined that it came from the Kunde Race! 

This was one of their trump cards when dealing with the World Tree in his previous life! 

 


