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Maria POV

A puppeteer. This kind of magic is long forgotten
and very dangerous but to think it is practiced inside
the castle. What if it is

Mia?

But even if she had her pendant and full access to
her magic, she isn’t strong enough for a spell like
this. If not.. blood magic.

But blood magic is even more forbidden and it
leaves a trace. | contact Fan ny and she is on her
way along with Carol and the

rest of the elders of our coven.

“Maria, what is going on?” Fa nny ask as she opens
the door

“A puppeteer spell is cast in the castle” | say and
she sucks in a breath and stares at me

“What?” Carol’s voice is heard but | just nod and
gather my grimoire along with a bottle.



“Let’'s go” | say and hold out my hand and when
everyone has grabbed onto me, | use my own
transportation magic and in a

“‘whoosh” we stand outside the castle doors.

“Maria, can you feel that?” Fan ny asks and | nod.
This magic does not belong to Mia, it's light magic, a
very rare magic that doesn’t exist in our coven.

“But who?” | begin to say but the door swings open
and

reveals the king himself.

r

“Thank the goddess that you are here Maria, we are
In big trouble.” he says and | can see that he is not
included in the spell.

| nod and we walk inside, the spell is powerful and
everywhere but as | look around | notice a lot of
bodies on the floor, unmoving

and the smell of blood fills the air. | look at the king
with an angry look.

“Hey, they aren’t dead Maria. But | needed to break
a few noses along the way to the door” he says and
| tilt my head. but nod.

“Maria, | think I know who did this. But | am confused
as well because she is dead” Carol whispers.

| look at her and she looks at me with tears in her
eyes. Oh,

her.

Well | will be da mned.



“Let’s go visit my foolish granddaughter then” | say
and walk between all the unconscious lycans on the
floor.

We walk as fast and quietly as we can towards Mia’s
room. And when we get there, well the scene that is
unfolding is scary.

Ares, the prince, leader of the top warriors and one
of the strongest lycan’s that has ever been born.

Is lying on the floor with blood trickling out of his
backhead andt there is a woman standing.. No
floating in the air with her vacant

eyes staring at Mia. Mia’s door is off its hinges and
Mia is staring at the woman with horror on her face.
| quickly gather my magic and send out a reverse
spell that will make Mia speak again and when it hits
her, Mia draws a

2/5

breath and then she say:

“I will never be on your side, you psychopath”

Well to say | am proud of my granddaughter is the
least | can say. | smile at her and she glances over
at me and smiles back.

Now is the time to draw the witch out and | do it
easily with a minor spell.

The floor is covered by fire as it is spreading rapidly
from our side to the other. The floating woman turns
around slowly, with a



hollow look on her face when she opens her mouth
and blood is pouring from it.

“M.. a.. r..i.. a..” she says and drags the letters out.
“Yes” | say and don’t take my eyes off of her.

“Wh.. at.. do.. you.. thi.. nk.. of.. th.. is..?”

“I am not impressed by this disgusting stunt of yours”
| say and look disgusted by this.

“Ha.. ha.. ha.. It.. is.. not.. eas... y.. for.. me... to..
ma.. ke.. th.. is.. bo.. dy..”

“Let her go and come and speak with me then” | say
Impatiently and the floating woman closes her mouth
and then falls down on

the floor and a white orb comes floating up from her
body.

| watch as the orb floats slowly against us and | step
in the way of Ares’ body on the floor.

“Here, you can talk through me” Mia stretched out
her hand.

| try to stop her but she looks determined by her
decision.

Il

The orb floats in Mia’s direction and then she
absorbs it into her body. She gains a white glow and
her eyes become white and

she starts to speak.

“‘Hmm, you were right it was easier to speak in a
conscious body” Mia’s voice is distorted.

“Who are you?” | ask and she laughs



“Don’t you recognize my magic, my old teacher?
You taught me for several years, just as my
grandmother taught you” She says

and stares at me before she tries to move Mia's
body but gets frustrated as she whines a bit.

“Mia let you use her voice and not her body and by
the way | have created a barrier spell around her
room so any second now..”

| explain and she looks at me confused.

“So your grandmother taught me, huh. Well in a
sense she did since she is my mother as well, my
dear daughter. How does it

feel, using your own niece’s body to speak through
her” | ask and finally it hits me

“Haha it feels just fine, after all she is my daughter,
don’t you remember mother? | gave her to my sweet
sister after you sent me

on my way to rehab. Like | am an alcoholic or
something else.” She says and | just sigh at her and
shake my head.

“Lift the spell, Maya, or | will...” | begin to say when
she disrupts me.

“Lift the spell, you say? No this is my revenge, but |
am almost finished and everyone will notice me then
but first” she says and |

feel her magic as Mia screams.

“Mia?” | ask as | see how Maya’s magic disappears.



“Hurry..” She.. is.. going.. to.. kill. No.. ra..” Mia is
trying to speak but she is having a hard time.

“Now is not the time to stand around like idiots, hurry
to Nora’

s room, now!” | yell at the king while | run toward Mia
that slumps down on the floor as the exhaustion took
a hold of her.

“Was she telling the truth, grandma? Was that my
mother!?” Mia asks before she faints
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Daniel POV

| was by Nora’s side when everything went down but
| got updates from Prince Helios in the beginning
and | also had fun about

Dave and Anna, they both needed someone and
why not each other? | would love to meet my mate,
perhaps | can do that when

Nora breaks the curse.

But when Ares mindlinked me and told me that
Helios was out cold, | was on high alert, | shifted into
my lycan, Ari. Ari and |

shared control as we guarded Nora, we stood
between her bed and the door, silently watching her
and listening for intruders.

After 30 minutes there was a knock on the door and
| glanced in the direction but didn’t say anything. It
knocked again but this



time | growled and the knocking stopped so |
thought it went away when the door blasted open.
Witchcratft.

A thick white fog came into the room and Ari warned
me so | backed up closer to Nora. Then | saw it or
rather her, her eyes.

were blue and her hair black but she was solely
focused on Nora but | choked as Ari was conflicted.
Ari was certain that the witch is our mate but |
couldn’t leave

Nora defenseless.

“What do you want?” | growled out and the witch
turned her head towards us and seemed surprised.
“Where are you?” | can hear you but not see you.
Are we
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playing hide and seek now?” her voice came out as
a whisper.

What in the wide world? Is it the gift | got before?
She is truly looking for me as she can’t see me but |
need to focus on Nora

right now, | can deal with the mate thing later.
“Hmm, this is not good, why can’t | see you? Are you
protected by something or someone? But | can see
the sleeping princess

right there and | took out her mates. That leaves..
the guard dog. ” She mumbles out the words and |
can’t stop Ari in time as he



growls at the words “guard dog”.

“Oh you are in here then but | don'’t feel any ill
Intentions coming from you. Strange, after all | am
here to kill the princess..” she

says and | can feel that Ari is conflicted.

“Hmm this was fun, if | succeed in killing her, will you
come after me then?” she wonders as she moves
slowly closer

towards Nora.

| try to move my body but it’s like | am frozen to the
ground. No matter what | try, | can’t move my body.
“Oh please, don’t try to move | paralyzed you, the
protection hinders me from seeing you but it doesn’t
hinder me from paralyzing

you.” She taunts me with her sweet voice.

| watch as she walks slowly towards Nora and she
looks at her and then puts her hand over Nora’s
nose and mouth and

suffocates her slowly. Nora begins to twist her head
In a way to get away from her but she can't.

| send out a mindlink to everyone so somebody can
come and help us and right on time the king shows
up but he too becomes

paralyzed by the fog and can’t move. All we can do
IS stare at Nora as she loses her life.

r
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Nora POV



So alone in the darkness again and all | am doing is
floating around like | am nothing. Nothing, alone in
space. Aurelie took some

time alone and hid somewhere in my mind.

My body still feels heavy but | can hear them speak
to me and sometimes | enjoy listening to them but
other times | just want to

crawl into a ball and cry. Cry because | also want to
be there with them. | don’t want to be in this
bottomless

darkness anymore. | am tired of crying, tired of
hearing them laugh and telling me that they miss
me.

| want to wake up and eat pancakes again and kiss
my mates, | will never reject them, | love both of
them and | want to be with

them. Only them and no one else.

*That is the problem, Nora* Aurelie huffs from
somewhere

“What do you mean Aurelie?” | ask her with a sigh
*You aren’t alone but you refuse to see it and so we
are stuck, in the darkness together, forever. Don’t
you think | want to be let

out as well. | want you to shift into my body and then
we can run alongside with your mates and we can
hunt and play.



Feel the ground under our paws, smell the earth and
jump over rocks and logs inside the forest. Chase
rabbits or a deer. | want

out as well but that won't happen if you don’t accept
me

for me.

| am not my mother and neither are you, so just
accept the truth, accept yourself and me and you
can wake up and we can be

together. St upid human girl Aurelie yells at me with
sorrow in her voice.
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| stare in her way in the darkness and | am lost for
words, while | ponder over everything she said | feel
strange. Like | want to

jump out a window or something. Something feels
wrong like | am in a burning house or | have been
diving too deep into the

water. It feels like | am suffocating.

“Aurelie, do you feel that?” | ask her and she whines
In

response

*Yes, something is happening to your physical body
but | thought your friends were protecting it?* Aurelie
answers

| strain my ears and | can hear Daniel growl in
warning. “What do you want?” he asks and | get
confused. There must be an



Intruder in the room. But it feels familiar.

Then there is an unknown voice, taunting him,
playing with him. Then it says it is going to kill me.
Oh da mn and | can’t do

anything but lay there on the bed. Yay for me.

| feel a cold sensation over my face and I try to fight
back this invisible thing as it tries to kill me and |
hear the king from a

distance but I think he can’t do anything as my
surroundings die out and my final thought is that |
miss Aurelie.

| really wanted to merge with her, | bet we would be
wonderful together.
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Melinda POV

My st upid sister is back in town as | heard from F
nny when she sent me a signal, sure Maya is crazy
but as her older sister |

have responsibility and | must stop her and her s
tupid. behavior. Sigh. | took care of her daughter and
raised her as my own. |

love Mia but she is a copy of Maya.

Greedy and wants things that she can’t have, bratty
children. | use my own magic and transport myself
Into Nora’s room by

searching for her aura.



| plop out next to her bed where | can see my crazy
sister trying to suffocate Nora. Stu pid, idiotic, girl.

| send out a warning which spo oks Maya and she
slips her hand off Nora, so Nora draws in a big
breath and | smile down at her.

Sleep now.

“What do you think you are doing here? You
promised me to never interfere with my doings ever
again!” Maya screams at me

but | just sigh and look at her tiredly.

“You know very well what | am doing here. | am
stopping your from doing things on your own again
like | have done so many

times in the past, little sister.” | say and touch Nora,
to feel if she is hurt by any chance but she feels
alright so | send some

healing magic to her wolf.

“You have no right to interfere in what | am doing
here” Maya tries to defend herself when | realize that
the guardian and

WWW
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the king are in here, paralyzed by the look of it.

| gather my own magic and release it in the room,
reversing Maya’s paralyzing magic but as | do Maya
disappears. The king and

the guardian stumble forward when they are



released from the fog and I go over to them and help
them from falling over completely.

“Are you okay, my king?” | ask as | tap him on the
hand and stabilize him.

He nods while looking at me and then looks at Nora
and | smile at him.

| walk toward the guardian but stop myself as he is
still in his lycan form.

“Can you please shift back, | am not here to harm
any of you. Please have some faith” | say and he
nods slowly

| turn my face away as he shifts back but as | turn
back | notice that he is almost naked and | blush by
the sight and he smirks at

me. | touch his hand to draw back all the magic that
Maya poured over him but as | touch his skin | feel a
small static chock and |

quickly draw my hand back.

“Mate” the guardian whispers. He said it so low that
If | wasn’t standing beside him | would have missed
it but | pretend that |

didn’t hear it.

“So my stu pid sister is gone and Nora is okay so |
will go and see my mother right now and my niece,
bye bye” | say and quickly

turn on my heels and go out of the room.



Mate? | am supposed to be mates with a lycan that
happens to be the guardian of the future queen, the
young woman.
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that can break the curse? What in the world is going
on?

| quickly run down the corridors in case he is
following me and | am correct. | can hear him run
after me down the corridors and

up the stairs. | take the first door to my right and
discover an office of some sort and an elderly man
sitting behind a desk.

“Hello” he said and looked at me surprised.

“Hi, where am |?” | ask confused.

“This is my office, | am a doctor here” he says and
smiles at

me.

“Oh, that’s good. Do you have anything that | can
use to knock out a lycan by any chance?” | ask and
he laughs at me.

“Nah but perhaps you can help me with my
patients?” he asks and | tilt my head at him in
confusion as | could not see any beds

or patients for that matter.

“There isn’t anyone here” | say and look around
while the man laughs at me again.



“No, they are spread around the castle actually. A
witch has put a puppeteer spell over my patients and
they are.. well, you

know..” He says and scratches his head and I just
smile

and nod.

“Yes, it was my sister and | can reverse her magic,
shall we go then?” | say and point at the door but |
make no move against it in

case the guardian is out there.

“Who is it you are hiding for, by the way?” the doctor
asks and | blush a bit.

If

“The guardian of our future queen, he called me
mate and | kind of ran away” | say and look down at
the floor.

“‘Daniel?” Oh that will be wonderful, he has longed
for his mate for the last few years. He is a good man,
you know” the doctor

said but | looked away.

“I am older than him and | have not.. you know..” |
begin to say but | can’t finish it as | am ashamed of
myself.

“We can discuss the age thing later and the other
thing will work itself out, trust me.” the doctor said
and guided me out of the

office just to discover that the corridor was empty.



| sighed with happiness and then we walked up the
stairs to find my niece in the arms of my mother and
of course one of the

princes and the guardian and | cringed.

“Hello, mother” | say and try to avoid the guardian
called Daniel.

“Hello, sweetie.” Can you wake up the prince for me
while | try to wake up Mia and then | need your help
with this woman over

here” my mother Mariah says.

| nod and walk slowly towards Daniel and the prince,
| make sure that | don’t touch Daniel and | crouch
down next to the prince

and | stretch out my hand and let my magic flow out.
and into the prince.

He coughs a bit but sits up slowly and then | stand
up and go to the woman on the floor and | can see
traces from a lycan in her

face. It looks like the lycans claws slashed down her
face but | shrug and stretch out both my hands and
start to heal her when |

suddenly feel my sister’'s magic that still resides
Inside this woman.

|l
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It takes a steady grip on me and | am sucked under
Maya’s magic and | feel myself scream before |
manage to cast it away from



me. | breathe heavily and feel dizzy when | get up
from the floor.

But before | fall on to the floor, this guardian, Daniel
lifts me up in his arms and kisses me softly on my
lips.

“I'm impressed”
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Ares POV

Wow. | was knocked out cold for a minute there or
more like an hour or so.. So when | wake up | see
Mia’s stepmom, Melinda,

after she woke me up. Or well she is her aunt but |
have never told Mia that as | promised Melinda to let
her tell Mia by herself.

| watch as Melinda crouches beside Anna and holds
out her hands when she suddenly screams and
Daniel moves way too quick

for me to understand what has happened. But a
second ago he was by my side and now he is
holding Melinda in his arms and

kisses her softly on the lips and | chuckle at him and
say:.

“I'm impressed”

Everyone turns their heads towards me as | stand
up slowly.



“I am not sure what has happened but | am not
easily defeated by a simple blow on my head so |
am rather impressed by it” |

say and laugh a bit before going to Maria that has
Mia in her lap.

“How is she doing?” | ask and touch Mia.

“She is fine, Prince Ares. She had too much magic
In her and it caused an overload but with plenty of
rest, she will be just fine. Is

it okay if | take her home now?” Mariah asks while
stroking Mia’s hair.

“Yes, take her home” | say and nod.

|l
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| turn towards Daniel who has now put Melinda
down onto the floor and he stares at her with awe
and she tries to look

everywhere else but at him.

“So Daniel, can | take it that you have found your
mate then?” | teasingly say and Daniel looks at me
and blush but nods.

Finally! Then we don’t need to hear him moping
around the next 100 years to be.

“Well, Daniel, can you show Melinda where my
brother is? | will take Anna to the infirmary so the
doctor can keep her

under.check then. “Doctor?” | say and turn around to
see the doctor looking at Anna already.



“Yes, that would be good, | need to put in a drip and
give her some other medicines so..” The doctor
answers and | see Melinda

move slowly toward Anna again.

“Wait, | need to wake her from the spell first” Melinda
says and holds out her hand and a warm blue color
surrounds Anna and all

of us can hear Anna cough.

Thank the goddess, | wonder how uncle Dave is,
they took him to the dungeons, | think.

| go and pick up Anna and tell Melinda that my
brother and a lot of warriors are down at the
entrance and that they need help.

She smiles and | earn a growl which makes me
snicker a bit.

“Hey, Daniel, shut it, | have a mate of my own” | say
and Daniel huff,

| walk away with Anna and the doctor but stop as |
remember that my dad isn’t here.
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“Daniel, where is my father?” | ask him and he turns
his head and immediately looks conflicted.

“The king is with Miss Nora” Melinda answers and |
smile and nod.

“Thanks” | say and smile.



| watch as Daniel blush as Melinda touches his hand
with a gentle smile and he guides her to my brother.
Helios POV

The thing | saw in Anna’s blood will haunt my
dreams for months to come. Our kingdom was
burning, Nora never woke up and

the curse started to burn everything. Starting with
the castle grounds and the fire was black, it ate
everything, even

stone.

We couldn’t stop it, no matter what we did and | saw
everyone that | loved die, a terrible death.

But in this nightmare | saw something else, a pair of
purple eyes watching me like they wanted to tell me
something.

*He.. 0s..”

“Who is there?” | ask and find it really ridiculous to
think there is someone else in my head except me
and my lycan.

“Id..t.. He..i..os! N.. r.. a..*

“Who are you calling an idiot? “Wait, Nora?” | ask my
head and drop my shields and in a swoosh, like a
storm, | could see Nora

standing in front of me.

“You are an idiot, Helios,” Nora says and giggles.



“I have tried for some time now to get into your mind
since you became unconscious but your shield was
so strong” she says and

huffs.

“Yeah, sorry. | was watching all of this | guess” | say
and show her the vision | saw in the blood.

“Ugh, that can’t happen. | will wake up Helios, |
promise but right now | am way too weak for that.
But | need you to thank that

witch for me, she sent healing magic to me and
Aurelie so she helped us in a matter” Nora smiles at
me and | smile back. Then a

thought hits me.

“Who is Aurelie?” | ask and she looks down

“She is Artemis’ daughter. | couldn’t return from the
moon goddess’ land without a counterpart. Aurelie
said she wanted to take

Artemis’ place and Artemis thought it was a good
iIdea. “Nora says and faintly smiles.

“Okay” | say since | don’t know what to say. Then
there is silence.

“I missed you” | say to her and she hugs me. We can
touch. each other

“I have missed you so much” | say and kisses her. |
surprised her as she gasped and | put my tongue in.
| couldn’t help it, | love

her so da mn much.



She moans and kisses me back. We stand there for
a while, it feels like forever but | don’t know how
much time passes in my

head.

O

When | release her, | can see that she truly has
missed me too. | kiss her on the forehead and then |
hug her again.

“Okay tell me now. | mean you haven’t said many
things when you sit by my side in the room. Which
room is it by the way? But

please talk to me more or read a book or something.
Perhaps play some music and tell Anna that | liked
that sweet, fragrant tea

that she brought last time. | would like some flowers
to smell next time.” Nora says and blush a bit.
“Wait, you can hear us?” | ask and look at her and
she nods.

“Yes and smell things, but the room doesn’t smell
like a hospital room” Nora wonders.

“No, you are in the room that we prepared for you,
with your little garden.” | tell her and she smiles.
“My garden, what has happened to that?” she asks
and looks almost afraid.

“Anna has taken care of that part. Have you thought
more about a handmaiden by the way, | think Anna
would be a wise choice.”

| say and smile.



“Well I like Anna, so | guess but can you ask her as |
am in.. well, you know” Nora says and | nod at her.
We are disturbed by Ares, he sends a mindlink with
a laugh.

“Hey brother, | have something funny to say. Daniel
and Melinda are mates”
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Daniel POV

Melinda is so much more than | deserve, how in the
world will | be able to keep up as her mate? Sure,
she looks older than me

but | guess | have some 50 years or so more than
her. | have wanted to meet my mate for so long now
and now that | have, |

don’t know what to do.

| saw how Helios and Ares were with Nora but | don’t
want to be like them. | want to be with Melinda even
If she runs away from

me. | guide her through the corridors as we come to
prince Helios first and | watch Melinda as she
performs her magic.

Healing him without even breaking a sweat and she
just walks over to one of the other warriors and
heals him. | look down at

Helios when he suddenly sighs and says her name.
Nora.



Oh sh it, | left Nora’'s side the moment | found
Melinda and | have felt so conflicted about this. My
own mate but | have a duty

toward Nora and | have let her down to chase my
own. emotions. Nora was everything for me until |
touched Melinda.

| sincerely hope that Maya isn’t my mate as well
because | am not so sure that | will want her as my
mate after she tried to Kill

Nora. No matter what Nora'’s safety is my top priority
but with Melinda, | don’t know anymore. Ari, my
lycan, is keen on keeping

Nora safe and then Melinda’s safety.

Perhaps it's because Ari has always been in
Artemis’ shadow,
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always protecting her and Melinda is a witch that
can protect herself. But the matebond tells me that
Melinda is my top priority

and Nora is my second. This is so frustrating. | growl
at my thoughts and instincts which makes Melinda
flinch and stop what she

IS doing.

“Is everything alright?” Melinda asks and | look at
her.

“No” | say and turn away.

“Is it because of me?” Melinda asks and | sigh
“Yes and no” | confess and she sighs as well



“Daniel. | know that you lycans only have one mate
and that you never get any second chances. So
finding your mate is a big

deal and all but we really need to talk about this. |
don’t know if I am ready to accept being a mate to a
lycan. Not even a regular

lycan, but the future queen’s guardian as well”
Melinda say quietly

But | can’t respond as | close the distance between
us in a few steps. | stare down at her and then with a
little force | take her

and press her against me and kiss her as softly as |
can on her lips.

She tastes of strawberries and rain and | am howling
In my head. | back her up against a wall and start
touching her all over. |

am letting my hands roam her body freely and when
| squeeze one of her breasts lightly she moans and |
can smell that she

wants more.

| move slowly with my hands down, taking time and
yet trying to hurry, exploring her body. She isn’t thin
but not fat either, her

curves are on the right places and her hips are wide.
| let one of my hands down to her butt and give her a
light clap on
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it. She moans even more now but she doesn'’t stop
me at all.

| continue and gently, testing, put my hand inside
her jeans, caressing her butt and slowly touch her
heat, between her legs. She

gasps and | smirk but continue to kiss her and she
responds eagerly. | touch her pu ssy slowly,
teasingly, feeling her getting

wetter by the second, pinching lightly on her cl it.
Letting two of my fingers rub over it and down
between her lower lips, rubbing, building up the
friction and | feel her body tremble

and | know by instinct that she is near, so near and
..

“Ahh” she moans and tears away from me as her or
gasm. causes her to twitch and she needs air from
all of my kisses.

| take out my hand from her jeans, still wet from her
juices and | lick my fingers while she looks at me
with lustful eyes.

“Do I.. taste good?” She gasps and blush hard and |
just smirk

“Heavenly” | say with a low voice which make her
moan

“Well, that was a bit envious to watch but can you
please help me now?” a voice says and | turn my
head to see the king’s



brother standing in the doorway to the dungeons.
Looking exhausted and blo ody.

“And who did you kill?” I ask and look at him.

“No one, but | can still feel that da mn witch’s spell
over my mind and | don’t want to hurt anyone else”
Dave says and looks

away which makes me wonder who he has hurt.

“It was you that slashed that woman’s face, wasn’t
It?” Melinda asks as she stands up from the floor.
“‘Anna?”’ | ask and look at Dave and | can see that he
IS

|

ashamed of himself

“I lost control” he says and | look at him,

“Melinda.” Dave, here was one of the rogue lycans,
crazy from the curse but Nora healed him, brought
him back. Can he lose

himself again?” | ask Melinda and she looks at him
with curiosity.

| watch as Melinda walks slowly toward Dave and
touches him. lightly with her blue magic and then
she gasps and smiles.

“No, the future queen’s magic is strong, you won't
fall back into the craziness where you were before.
And | will now take back

my sister’'s magic...” Melinda say but looks confused



“There i1s no magic huh?” Dave says and | look at
him confused now and Melinda looks up at him and
shakes her head slowly.

“No, this seems to be your and your lycans doing.
He is violent by nature. Oh, it's a part of the curse, it
has to be. Wait, | will give

you something.” Melinda says and puts her hand
Into the air next to her jeans.

“What are you doing?” | ask and tilt my head.

“‘“Uhm my bag, it’s invisible except for me so” Melinda
explains and in the next second she holds up a
pendant with a dark

blue stone In it.

“Keep this with you and when the stone turns white,
| will come right away. It's better when the stone is
dark, black even because

then you and your lycan are in harmony with each
other” Melinda says and smiles at Dave.

“Thank you miss Melinda but what did you mean it's
a part of
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the curse that my lycan is violent.” Dave asks and |
wonder the

same.

“Well, your first mate was the queen, right. But then
SHE broke your bond and your wounded bond
latched itself onto another



woman. But when the curse came and ripped away
your bond again it sort of latched itself onto the
curse. So if | have right when

the curse is broken, your bond will repair itself and
your lycan won’t be so angry anymore” Melinda
explain
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A couple days later

Ares POV

| have been so da mn angry these days, Nora and
Helios talked while Helios was unconscious. |
wanted to talk to her also but

no, she didn’t come to me. Perhaps she never has
forgiven me and never will. Helios has been telling
me that she has forgiven

me a thousand times over but | don’t believe him. |
can’t forgive myself so why in the world would she?
*Punch*

“Haha, son, don’t think of other things in the middle
of a fight. It was your idea to have this fight thing and
Nnow you can’t even

concentrate?” My father said and | glared at him.
Right after everything with the crazy witch we began
with the fight tournament and my first fight was with
my father. And my



thoughts are in the way so | will lose? Never.

| duck under his next punch and hit him on his back,
which makes him stumble and growl! at me.

“Good, boy,” father says and | smile. | have always
wanted our dad’s attention.

“Come on Ares, you can do better” Helios screams
and laughs.

| growl at him and then kick our father but as |
thought | would win, | was wrong. He took my leg
and twisted it and | landed hard

onto the grass. Ouch.
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If

“I believe that | will win this fight then” father says but
| try to get up, but da mn, that hurts.

“Five seconds, Ares.” Uncle Dave shouts.

“I give up” | say and hold up my hand.

“D amn, father. That move really hurts.

“Haha, yeah, | know your uncle did that on me when
we were younger and | couldn’t move for two days.”
Father laughs and

looks down at me with a pained face.

| huffed but took his hand when he reached down for
me and | let him help me up but as | put my weight
on my leg | whined. Da

mn, that really hurts.

#



Go to Melinda and she will help you.” Dad says and |
nod as Gray comes over and helps me over to
Melinda.

Daniel was true to his promise, he is sitting by
Nora’s side when he isn’t fighting. It has been a
rough couple of days where

Daniel has been conflicted about Nora and Melinda
but Melinda helped him yesterday.

She punched him so hard that he broke his nose
and then she screamed at him so he sat like a little
boy on the floor, with his

head hanging. She said that his first priority is
towards Nora and she would never be his mate if he
ever put her first over Nora.

Da mn, Melinda is strong. Daniel agreed and then
they went up to his room and .. no, | don’'t want to
think about what happened

later between them. | shake my head and Gray
laughs.

If

“I bet you thought about Melinda yesterday when
she put Daniel in his right place? Under her heels”
Gray laughs and so do | but

we stop quickly when we see Melinda’s face.

‘I don’t wear heels” she said and | swallowed hard
and | almost cried when Gray ran off after helping
me down onto the chair.



“I didn’t mean anything by it, Melinda. But it was fun
to watch as you literally brought him to his knees
and made him ashamed of

himself’ | say and snicker and | watch as Melinda
blush.

“Yeah, | don’'t know what flew in me but | was so
angry at him that time. Even if | am his mate, Nora
should be his first priority”

she says and smiles.

“Daniel has told me stories about her and | am very
curious to meet her properly and talk to her, she
seems to be a very nice girl”

Melinda says and smiles.

“She is and | think she would like you. but..” | say
and let my words die out.

“I can help you with that if you want to?” Melinda
says and | tilt my head at her.

“Helios and Andrel, please come to the center of the
arena” uncle Dave’s words sounded over the entire
place.

“With what?” | ask after clapping my hands.
“Talking to Nora, like Helios did” Melinda says while
she examines my leg.

“‘Really, you can do that?” | ask way too eagerly.
“Yes, | will put you under with magic and help Nora
by guiding
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her into your mind” Melinda laughs as | blush by my
eagerness

“Please, | want to do that, when?” | ask and almost
kisses her with joy.

“‘Don’t kiss me but after the fighting today, you can
spend the night in Nora’s room and | can connect
you two. Does that sound

okay?” She asks while she holds out her hand
above my leg and | can feel her healing magic.
“Oh.” Yes, that would be so great. Thank you so
much” | say and smile at her.

“Of course.” If | had thought of it earlier | would have
done. that but | have been occupied these days.”
Melinda shakes her head

“Hehe, it's not so easy with lycans around, are you
and Daniel okay then?” | ask and she blush lightly
but nods.

“Yes, it's going well but | have decided that this
ceremony won't happen until you, Helios and Nora
have done it. So Daniel is a

bit .. you know..” she explains.

“I get it, but when will you mark him then. By the
way, can you mark him? How does that work
anyway?” | ask with genuine

curiosity

“Oh | actually asked my mother and | have to mark
him with magic, so basically | will infuse my magic
iInto him and he will have



like a tattoo on his neck” Melinda says and it
sounds.

cool.

“Cool.” Can you do that on others as well?” | ask and
| don’t mean a mark, | hope she understands that.
O

“Yeah, haven’t you noticed a small rose on Nora’s
hand?” Melinda says and points at my hand.

“Yes | did see one this morning. “Was that you?” |
ask her.

“Yes, it will work as a barrier. If anyone with or
without magic will try to harm her it will send out like
a signal to me and | can just

transport myself there and help her out.

“Like protection magic then?” | ask and she seems
surprised that | know that much.

“Yes, you seem to know some things about magic”
Melinda

says

“I listened to Mia a lot even though it didn’t seem like
it but | am curious about the whole thing.” | say and
shrug.

“Hmm, if you want to learn more, | can give you
some books,” Melinda says.

“It would be interesting but | can’t learn magic, you
know” | say and look away.



“That's a myth actually. everyone especially lycans
can learn defensive magic” Melinda say and | look at
her

“‘Please teach me!”
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Helios POV

After | met Nora inside my head, the days went a
little better and now it is time for the tournament. |
watched on the sidelines

when it was dad’s and Ares’ turn but | could feel that
Ares was still sad and angry about me having Nora
iIn my head.

could see Ares’ got his a*s kicked and | tried to
cheer him on but | don'’t think | succeeded since he
told me to shut up in the

mindlink. Oh f**k, | think he will get his revenge
when it's me and him in the tournament so...

Well dad defeated Ares with a leg twisting move,
ouch that really hurts and | send Gray down to help
Ares to Melinda. Uncle

Dave calls out my name along with Andrei and | can
see that he is happy to finally fight.

We take a stand in the center and wait till uncle
Dave tells us to begin and as | anticipated Andrei
started with a kick and |



avoided it. | spun around and grabbed a hold of his
arm and bent it behind his back, kicked his knees
and forced him down onto

the grass.

| tried to put my arm against his throat but he
anticipated my move as he grabbed my arm and
flinged me over his shoulder so it

was my turn to land onto the grass. Ugh.

“Da mn, you were close” Andrei laughs and I laugh
as well

Then | get up and swing a punch at him and |
actually hit him

Dividing into pages now
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In the chest. But he took it back and kicked me in
the back and so the fight went on. We kicked and
punched and

avoided each other as best as we could.

Until | got a hold of Andrei’'s head and rammed him
Into the grass, the blow made him unconscious and |
won the fight.

| could hear cheering and Lukas came down to help
me with Andrei. Next up is Linus and Gray,
Interesting.

help Andrei up towards the resting area and | see
Ares and Melinda talking. Ares seems happier and |
am happy for him. | hope

he won’t hold a grudge for long this time.



| shake my head at them but | am happy at the same
time. | wonder how happy Daniel will be when he
hears about this though.

“Hi, Helios, so what, who do you think will win this?”
Ben asks as he comes to stand by my side.

“Haha | think Linus will have a tough time with Gray
actually.” | say and nod at them in the arena.

Gray just stood there watching while Linus tried to
walk around him, looking for an attack angle. |
smiled when Gray suddenly

surprised Linus by throwing his arm right out and
hitting Linus on his head. Ouch.

| laughed with Ben and a few other guys but it was
not because it looked funny but because Linus was
actually laughing himself.

This fight tournament is mostly for fun so the fights
are taken half-heartedly. We fight with all that we got
and it's a serious fight

but it’s not like we fight for ranks or something.
Dividing into pages now

as you remember Nora? How did she fight against
that alpha?” Ben asks and reminds me that Nora
has a unigue way of fighting.

“Gray did win” Ben says and | look up and see Linus
laying face down onto the grass and Gray sitting
next to him while laughing

and clapping on Linus’ back.



“So It's your turn next, huh?” | say to Ben and he just
shrugs

“I hope so. | am beginning to feel restless.” Ben
sighs but he jumps up as uncle Dave calls out his
name.

“Ben and Daniel, walk into the arena please”

“Bank the cr ap out of him, he needs it” | growled.
Still feeling pis sed that the gam ma, protector of the
gueen put his mate over

his duty.

“I promise you | will do worse than that” Ben says
with a grow!

too.

Yesterday was so much fun and so f**ked up
actually.

Yesterday

Helios POV

| spent the night in Nora’s room, ever since the
attack we have put in an extra bed in her room and a
sofa so there is always one

that is sleeping in her room and one to stay guard
Inside and two outside.

Too much, Melinda said that apparently put a
magical barrier on the room or something but | didn’t
care neither did dad. We put

extra security and we feel not as ashamed over the
facto
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But as | wake up and look around, | see that | am
the only one in here, guarding Nora. What in the..
1 get up and go to kiss Nora and say good morning
then | open the door and the guards glance at me
and | tell one of them to

get into the room until | come back.

The guard closes the door and goes back to look
straight ahead. But he does look concerned and |
was just about to ask him

where the hell the other one was. When | heard a
loud bang and a whole lot of screams.

Both the guard and | looked at each other in surprise
but I told him to stand still and he nodded while |
glanced at the door before

running towards the noises.

“I TOLD YOU!" a female screamed.

“I know but | can’t help it” | heard Daniel say. Aha
there he is, | will kick his a*s for not being in Nora'’s
room when | woke up.

| run towards the ga mma quarters and | get joined
by Ares, Tristan and Ben. As we run through the
corridors our dad comes out

and so does uncle Dave from their rooms and they
yawn and walk behind us.

When we finally get to the gam ma quarters | see
Daniel run in our direction and a ball of fire is
chasing him. He looks relieved



when he sees us and we stop as we see a furious
Melinda behind him.

“Oh, Goddess help me” Daniel mutters but | don’t
help him.

Instead | make a fist and hit him right in the face and
he falls down on his knees and before he can stand
up the ball of fire hits

him in the head. And let’s just say that it really looks
funny

Dividing into pages now
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as his head is burning.

He screams and the smell of burning hair sticks into
my nose. | walk past him and walk towards Melinda,
she glares at me and |

nod at her.

“I guess he was here then?” | say and look at her
“You guessed correctly. He stup idly thought | would
be happy when | woke up and found him in bed
beside me.” She tells me

and | can see that she is furious.

“So shall we punish him together or would you rather
do that honor by yourself?” | ask her and she turns
her head to me and

smiles wickedly.



Oh, Daniel, you are in for a whole world of different
kinds of pain. Never mess with a witch, especially if
your mate is a powerful

witch.
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Helios POV

Still yesterday

| watch as Melinda gives me a smile that tells me
that she will be doing the punishment and | let her.
Daniel is escorted back by

Ares, Tristan and Ben. Dad and uncle Dave don’t
look that impressed at all.

“What is the meaning of this? Aren’t you supposed
to be guarding Nora” Dad yells at Daniel and he
twitches by dads

aura.

“It's okay dad, Melinda will take charge of this” | say
and smile. Dad nods and he takes uncle Dave with
him and they walk back.

| watch as Daniel stands before Melinda with no hair
on his head (laughs).

“You, you stu pid.. gah.. how could you? You
promised me to put Nora’s safety first hand! Are you
going to break your promise to

me? If that is the case then | will not be here!”
Melinda says and | can literally see her seethe.
Daniel whimpers and falls down to his knees.



“‘But Melinda, | was watching her but the security
was big and Prince Helios was in her room the entire
night and | felt that she

was guarded enough so | came back to you. | don’t
want to leave you alone.”
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enough Who was it that spent all of his time in her
room before he met me?” Melinda responds and
Daniel shrinks

“But that was before, the mate bond is forcing me to
go to you and... No, that was not what | meant.”
Daniel said and tries too

smooth over the sh it he said

“The matebond forces you? So you don’t want to be
with me? What the hell Daniel! | have even told you
about my past and now

you are saying that it is the bond that is forcing you
to be with me. Like you don’t want to be with me if
the bond isn’t forcing

you?!” Melinda screams this time and | look at her
with pity when Ares comes to stand beside me.
“She has a point. If the bond didn’t recognize Nora,
she wouldn’t have been here. We wouldn’t be in this
situation and | wouldn’t

have killed her” Ares says and | shake my head.



“No if the bond didn’t exist, Nora would have turned
rogue by now, well actually Daniel would have taken
her as his chosen mate

and she would still be here. But then Mariah would
have created a safe marking and then Daniel would
have met Melinda and

cast Nora aside. What do you prefer in that
situation?” | explain with a low growl which Melinda
heard and Daniel lifts his head

and stares at us.

“He would have done what?” Melinda asked and
pointed at us.

“Oh well, you know that a lot of the guys went to
Nora’s old pack for the mate ball, including me,
Daniel and Helios. Well | arrived

first so | knew Nora first actually.. But anyway when
Daniel got there it was like “love at first sight” and
Nora felt also some

attraction and so they became very lovey dovey with
each other.

2/5

And when Nora said that she couldn’t shift so her old
alpha would kick her out the night after the mateball
but we protested and

said we would bring her here and talk to the king
about this sh it. Which we haven'’t, we need to do
that actually.



But anyway Daniel said he would take Nora as his
chosen mate if she would be willing to come with us
here to the lycan

kingdom but then at the ball when they were dancing
and kissing, Helios showed up and well, the rest is
history | guess” Ben

explains.

We all looked at him and Ares released a roar. |
forgot about telling him about the kiss and so | didn’t
stop him from going

forward and giving Daniel a punch which made him
fall onto his back onto the floor.

“You kissed my mate? Should | kiss yours perhaps?”
Ares saici and looked at Daniel but that was his
mistake.

Daniel tried to get up and probably hit Ares but
Melinda was faster as her magic hit Daniel in his
chest and he flew upwards into

the air and then straight into the wall.

Ouch. Melinda held Daniel there by magic and
Daniel seemed to give up as he stopped fighting. Or
perhaps it was Melinda’s

magic?

“I am so pis sed off right now. | can’t think straight. |
just want to go home and never return!” Melinda
says in frustration.

“What about a blood oath then?” | say and she looks
back at me and | raise an eyebrow.



“That could work, binding his words and promises to
an oath, that's good but to perform that | need
another one as well,
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but not the prince’s " Melinda ponders.

“I will do it” Tristan says and | look at him. He sits on
a chair and looks at us and | smile and nod.

“Fine then it will work.” Melinda says and releases
Daniel from the magic so he falls down on the floor
with a loud thud.

“Now we will go to Nora and perform the ritual and
you! You will not talk to me and not touch me for the
rest of the day,

Understood?!” Melinda says and points at Daniel as
he stands

1.

He nods dejected and we walk down to Nora’s room.
And just then | remember the promise | made to
Nora so | tell them to wait

for me in the room and Melinda smiles. She
probably knows what | am about to do as she
suddenly stops.

“Wait Helios. | will come with you and the rest wait in
Nora’s room and make sure Daniel doesn’t go
anywhere.” Melinda says

and Ares nods while grabbing hold of Daniel, hard.



“Sure, let’s go to the kitchen first” | say and Melinda
nods and takes my arm, which makes Daniel growl
and Ares laughs.

“What did you have in mind for breakfast?” Melinda
asks.

“Well Nora, likes tea but | am more of a coffee
person so | will make coffee and a cup of tea so the
aroma will spread in the room

and then some toast and | need fresh flowers” |
explain and Melinda nods.

“Leave the tea and the flowers to me and | will meet
you in her room” Melinda says and walks towards
the entrance.

| shrug but let her be so | go into the kitchen where |
met the
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malds and | tell them about the breakfast plans for
Nora and they happily get going with everything. |
tell them how many we are

and they do their best. When they are done | take
one of the trays while one of the maids comes with
me and we meet Melinda

outside Nora’s door.

She held a bouquet of beautiful wild flowers and a
cup of tea in her hands and the guards outside were
about to open the door



for her when they saw me and the maid.

“Prince Helios” they both said and opened the door
for us to go inside.

So let’s get this oath ritual going!
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Helios POV

The blood oath.

It sounds scary or not as scary as it sounds.
Something like that. But it’s life binding and serious
like your own heartbeat.

Melinda started by drinking the herbal tea that she
made and she forced Daniel and Tristan to drink it
as well and then it was

Nora’s turn and | thought it would be a problem but
Melinda solved it wonderfully.

Then she took out a small dagger that she told us
she had used while making the tea. So the blade
had touched the herbs and

now they would share their blood for this oath.

| and Ares watched fascinated as she took the blade
and gave it to Tristan and he pri cked his finger and
gave the dagger back

to Melinda. Melinda took the tea cup and Tristan
dripped some of his blood into the cup and watched
as the tea became purple.



“Hmm do you have royal blood?” Melinda asks and
we look at Tristan and then at dad.

“Why do you look at me?” dad asks

“No, but my mom was the sister of the late queen”
Tristan says and Melinda nods.

“Okay that’s fine but we need to look into your
bloodline later” Melinda mutters
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“Will it disturb the oath?” | ask her and she looks up
but shakes her head slowly.

“No, Tristan is here to make sure Daniel will uphold
his promise” Melinda explained but she looks
concerned.

“Can | join as well or is there too many people?” Ben
asks and Melinda looks at him.

“Elder William’s son right?” she asks and Ben sigh
but nods

“Yes” he answers and prepares for a no from her but
she looks happy and nods.

“Well that's good, | needed another keeper anyway”
she says and laughs a bit.

“Shouldn’t Ben drink the tea too then?” Ares asks
and | look at the cup.

Melinda looks at Ares and then the cup.

“No the keeper doesn'’t drink the tea but he will put
his blood inside it and then when everyone has done
that | will bind him to the



magic of the oath itself” she mumbles but she still
looks. concerned.

“Daniel, your turn.” She says and looks at him and
he takes the blade and cuts himself on the finger
and drips the blood into the

cup and the new color blends into a warm orange.
“Good” Melinda says and looks happy.

“Then it's Nora’s turn and | will need help from the
keeper” Melinda says and gives the dagger to Ben
but he just stares at the

dagger.

2/6

“Uhm can the-king please hold his sons back while |
try to take a drop of blood from Nora?” Ben says and
refuses to look at me

and Ares and | understand him.

| have a big problem with handling my lycan right
now and | can feel that Ares is trembling beside me.
“Why?” Melinda asks and | am surprised that she
can't feel

that | am about to rip her head off of her body along
with Ben’

1.

Uncle Dave sighs and grabs a hold of me and dad
takes a hold of Ares.

“Do it” dad said and when Ben got up slowly and
took Nora’'s hand | roared along with Ares.



Melinda jumped by the sound and almost dropped
the cup, Daniel helped her and when the scent of
Nora’s blood wafted through

the room my lycan couldn’t be controlled and |
started to shift.

“Stop, calm down ” Melinda says and holds out her
hands and there is a blue flash that distracts us and
the next minute or hour?

We sit down again and Melinda is cutting herself in
the finger. Daniel growl! lowly.

“You guys okay there?” Melinda asks and | look at
Ares and see that he too seems confused.

“It will feel like a hangover for a couple of minutes
then the memory will come back to you two.”
Melinda explains and we nod.
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Sorry, are you okay? Ben asks and | notice him
across the room, keeping his distance from us. | nod
and hold my head, blo ody

magic gives me a headache.

“So now | will take these two crystals and Nora will
have one and Daniel will have the other, they are
linked together. So | will dip

them into the tea and then Ben will drip one blood
drop on each crystal.” Melinda explain but Tristan
coughs



“What, that’s it? | thought it would be saying some
stuff like, | swear on my name to always.. blah blah
blah” Tristan laughs and |

am reminded that he never liked witches that much.
“No, not really but you will see in a minute” Melinda
smirks at him.

She dipped the white crystal in the tea and then Ben
dropped some blood on them and when Melinda
took them in her hand and

her blue magic surrounded her hand everything
went quiet.

Melinda’s eyes went crystal white, she looked scary
crazy and then she said with a voice that was so
dark that it sounded like it

came from a void.

“One shall betray and another shall rise. The future
queen will doom us all.” Melinda blinked and kept
going like nothing

happened.

She put one of the crystals under Nora'’s pillow and
handed the other to Daniel.

“Let the blood oath be finished. Daniel and Ari swear
their promise to always keep Nora and Aurelie’
safety over his and

everyone else’s first” Melinda says and | see them.
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Ben, Daniel, Tristan and Nora draw in a breath and
they tremble a bit before the room becomes black.
What? Just? Happened? Huh?

The light turns on again and now | see it, around
Nora, there is a blue aura and one alike over Daniel
that connects them to

each other. It would be beautiful if I didn’t think about
what

Melinda had said.

“Okay, why in the world are you staring at me? |
made the oath and now Daniel will always put Nora
first” Melinda sighs but she

misses the point.

“One shall betray and the other shall rise. The future
gueen will doom us all” | quote her and she looks
surprised at me.

“Where did you hear that?” she asks and | get it
now. She had no idea that it was her that said it.
“You said it, your eyes turned white and in a creepy
voice you said that, word for word” | say and she
looks scared for a second.

“Oh sh it | better call for mom. No, | should go over
there.” Melinda says and is about to go out but |
follow her and take her arm.

‘I am coming with you” | say and | nod to Ares and
he smiles.

“Go and find out what the hell that was all about”
dad says and sighs.



*Brother, ask Mariah about Tristan as well, | didn’t
like that Melinda became concerned about what
happened with his blood in

the tea* Ares mindlinked me and | nodded.
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| took Melinda’s hand and she used magic to
transport us into her mothers house.

What | saw there made me throw up, literally.
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Helios POV

At Mariah’s

| literally threw up and Melinda jumped out of the
way.

“Are you okay? | bet you weren’t ready to see my
mom naked huh?” Melinda laughs

“No and that’s not why | threw up actually. Your
magic made my stomach turn. “I say and cough.
“Oh right my transport magic is a bit different since |
use air and electricity, sorry. | should have warned
you” Melinda pats on my

shoulder.

“It's okay but your mom seemed surprised enough” |
say and notices that Mariah hasn’t moved an inch.



“She Is never surprised and when she is up to
something she doesn’t stop for anything in the world.
She seems to be in a trance

anyway.” Melinda say and | look away from Mariah.
“So you have unlocked your seer powers, finally”
Mariah says but | refuse to look her way.

“Yes, mom.” And | think | foretold something sinister”
Melinda says and leaves my side.

“Hmm, | will go and get my bathrobe since the prince
IS uncomfortable with nakedness” Mariah says and
walks away while

Melinda comes back.
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Here, some water” Melinda says and | take the glass
and drink.

Ugh. Some aftertaste huh.

“Thanks” | say and give the glass back just to notice
that the glass is full again but with a blue liquid. |
look up at Melinda in

confusion.

“It will help when | take you back to the castle”
Melinda say and | nod and drink everything in one
go and Melinda just

stares at me

“What?” | ask her and she just shakes her head



“Nothing, it will be fine, | hope” she says and takes
the glass from me.

“You should have drunk that slowly but it will be fine”
Mariah says and | dare to glance at her just to see
that she has a dress on

Now.

“Yes, yes, you are happy now that | am not naked
anymore” Mariah says and waves her hand at me.
“So what was this sinister prophecy then?” Mariah
asks and looks at Melinda but Melinda looks at me.
“One shall betray and one shall rise. The future
gueen will doom us all” | say and Melinda sigh

“Oh, that was one hell of a prophecy, my daughter,”
Mariah says and sits down.

“Well it's rather simple. One will betray someone and
another will rise from the betrayal and then the
future queen will doom us

all ” Mariah say and shrugs

“And you think that is good?” | ask her

“Are you crazy?” But the prophecy doesn’t tell who it
IS that is betraying us or who will rise and who the
future queen is. It doesn’t

even say if it's now or in the future. Prophecies are
tricky little things you see” Maria says and | nods

So basically the prophecies are humbugs, urgh.
“Tristan!” | say and Melinda looks at me funny.
“Your cousin?” Maria asks.



“Yes.” We made the blood oath where Daniel will
always put Nora’s safety in first hand but when
Tristan put his blood in the cup,

the tea turned purple and then Daniel did it and it
turned warm orange” Melinda explains

Mariah’s face turned white

‘“PURPLE?” she almost yells

“Please tell me you didn’t go through with the oath?”
she asks and looks at me

“Well, we did, Ben went in and became a keeper?” |
say with even more confusion

“Mom, is something wrong?” Melinda asks.

“I need to meet this Tristan boy” Mariah says and
looks like something is destroyed.

“Sure he is in the castle right now” | say confused
“What kind of herbs did you use?” Mariah asks
Melinda and she looks down.
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“Lavender, chamomile, fennel, basil and lovage and
a pinch of cin namon” Melinda say and | look at her
disgusted

“That's good but it shouldn’t make the tea purple.
Your cousin is he..?” Maria asks

“No he isn’t royal from this kingdom but | thought
about it and I think his father is of royal blood from
another kingdom.” | say and

think.



Tristan’s dad died before Tristan was born so it’s
hard to say who he was but | remember asking my
aunt when | was smaller and

she answered that he was a banned prince from
another kingdom.

“Tristan’s mother said once that his father was a
banned prince from another kingdom” | say and look
at them.

“Well since you probably used royal blood in the
oath but you said you had a keeper, this Ben?”
Mariah says and looks at us and

Melinda nods.

“He is elder Willam’s son” Melinda says with a wink
and | see

Mariah blush.

Yuck.

“I will come by later to talk with this Tristan person
but now go back and have fun tomorrow. Oh Helios
by the way, watch out on

your left side, nasty bruise otherwise” Maria warns
me with

a smile

Right, we decided for the tournament to be held
tomorrow.

“Come on now Helios, we should get going now”
Melinda says and holds out her hand and | swallow
and reluctantly take it.
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— Back to the tournament

Uncle Dave decided on a break for some food and
drinks and that was needed. There have been ten
pairs now. And everyone

has had a winner. And now for the break,
sandwiches and water, perfect to keep going later.

| go over to Melinda and Ares at the same time that
Daniel comes over and we just look at him and he
sighs. He takes a water

bottle and a sandwich and goes back into the castle.
“He doesn’t seem that happy about the oath” Tristan
comes over laughing.

“But Miss Melinda, | have a question about it. What
happens if one of us can’t uphold the promise?”
Tristan asks and | look at

him and then at Melinda

“‘Easy, the one that can’t uphold the oath will get
punished” Melinda shrugs

| wonder what she means by punishment. But she
didn’t say anything more. | look up and notice that
Anna has come outside

with a book in her hand. She looks so happy even
though her face has scars.

But the scars only give her a look of experience and
she looks more wise in a way. Melinda said that she
would be a bit



different after the puppet spell but not that different.
Sometimes she can stand and stare into a wall like
she sees something that

Isn’t there.

Uncle Dave walks slowly towards us and Anna
flinches but stands still and smiles at him. They have
had a strained relationship

since then but they can talk and laugh together but
she flinches when he is too close and he can’t touch
her
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without getting a scream.

“Hello miss Anna” uncle Dave says and Anna tilts
her head. She opens her mouth to say something
but not a sound comes out

and she turns on her heel and walks away.

Then she stops and turns her head to look over her
shoulder.

“Dave, can you come with me please?” she say with
a nervous smile

Dave walks after her and we smile at each other and
shake our heads but a good five minutes goes by
and a high shrill scream

IS heard.

Oh come on, give me just one day off!
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