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"What do you mean it’s theirs'? I'm
warning you, | have consulted a lawyer. If it
really comes down to a lawsuit, your
contract is invalid. Anyway, this property
ownership certificate is ours!” Sun
Hongxia said frantically.

Looks like this argument has been going
on for quite some time now, Chen Hao
thought.

No wonder Uncle Wu was in a bad mood
when he called him.

It turned out he was in the middle of an
argument.

Haha.

Even if the property ownership certificate
was Chen Hao's, he wouldn't fight them for
it.

“‘Besides, didn't Chen Hao win the lottery?
Why would he care so much about this
property? Furthermore, | have lost the keys
to the house!”

Sun Hongxia added.
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"Hmph!”

Uncle Wu snorted and picked up a big
rock.

“What are you doing?” Sun Hongxia
backed up in fear and started sprinting.

Uncle Wu came up to the door and
smashed the lock with the rock.

In an instant, the lock cracked open.

Then, he took a new lock out from his
pocket.

“Use this one, Chen Hao. See if the three of
them would dare to lock up your house
again! Alright, go tidy up and come over to
eat later. Your aunt is cooking for you!”
said Uncle Wu.

“Okay!”

Chen Hao took the lock and chuckled
inwardly. It turned out that not one, but all
of the daughter-in-laws had tried locking
up this house before.
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With that thought, Chen Hao couldn't help
but laugh bitterly inside.

Sun Hongxia's face was flushed as she ran
back to make a phone call.

Meanwhile, Chen Hao tidied up his place
and went over to Uncle Wu's house.

As soon he stepped out of the door, he
saw there were several new cars parked in
front of Uncle Wu's house. The most
expensive one was a black Passat.

The cars were all brand new.

It seemed like all three brothers came
today.

There had been lots of gatherings like this
in the previous years.

But obviously, this year was different.
When Chen Hao entered the house, the
noise of knocking on the table was so loud

that it could be heard from outside.

“Why? This is our house, why do we need
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to give it to them?”

“Yeah, mom. |'ve heard that there are
several houses that are being demolished
and the compensation is at least a few
hundred thousand per family! Now with
the roads being repaireq, this big mountain
might even be developed into a tourist
attraction as well as a place of various
entertainment. The house could be worth
a lot in the future!” said Wu Feng.

“He's right, mom. | have a friend in town
who is investing in tourism. Her house was
demolished too and she would at |east
have two properties after that!” Wu Qian
chimed in as well.

“The Chen family has really taken
advantage of us big time. Moreover, Chen
Hao won a few hundred thousand from the
lottery. If anything, when we're splitting
property in the future, we can just give him
a small house but we have to take back
that property!”

The eldest son knocked on the table and
announced, “Wait until tomorrow. | will find
some personal connections and take back
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the house

"Why are you in charge of finding
connections? | have my own!”

“Yeah, | have my own too. If you take it
back, wouldn't it be under your name?”

The whole family fell into dispute over the
house.

At that moment, Chen Hao couldn’t stand
it anymore and walked in.

"Stop it everyone. If you want the house so
much, I'll give it to you!” Chen Hao
exclaimed.

"Chen Hao, don't interfere and stop
blabbering nonsense like ‘giving it away’!
This is your house!” Uncle Wu scolded
coldly.

Meanwhile, Chen Hao couldn’t bear it
anymore.

"Hmph, if Chen Hao agrees, then you
shouldn’t worry about it!" said Luo Ning,
the first daughter-in-law.

o
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On the other hand, Wu Qian, Wu Feng and
the others glared at Chen Hao coldly.

Reason being that Chen Hao had
unknowingly embarrassed them in the
hospital the last time.

This infuriated the siblings greatly since
then.

"Alright. Chen Hao had only managed to
come back this time. Let’s eat first!”

The eldest son said after hearing that
Chen Hao would give up the house.

Only then did the family take their seats.

Regarding the house, seeing how Uncle
Wu was upset by this and afraid that he
would end up in this hospital again, no one
mentioned it again.

“Chen Hao, you should be interning by
now. Have you found a job yet?” the third

son asked.

"Hmph, from the looks of it, it doesn't
seem like he found a good job. It's quite
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hard to find a decent job nowadays. If my
husband hadn't used his personal
connections, Wu Feng wouldn't have
landed a job in an office that provides both
insurance and housing funds. How great is
that?” Zhang Xiqi, the third daughter-in-law
declared proudly.

“Qian’s job was much easier to find.
Though his job is tiring for now, the sky will
be his limit in the future. It's not a good
thing for Wu Feng to lead an easy life at
such a young age!” Sun Hongxia, the
second daughter-in-law refuted.

“I'm not looking for a job!” said Chen Hao.

“Well, you have to find a job! How can you
depend on the little money you won from
the lottery? You would be starving soon.
Besides, others will look down on you if
you don't have a decent job,” the second
daughter-in-law said coldly.

“Yes, but mom, it's hard for a person like
Chen Hao to find a good job. Anyway, our
company has an opening for janitors now.
Last time Aunt Li who was cleaning the
hallway said that they were recruiting and
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told us to help look for candidates. Though
it's not very respectable, it's still a job!”
said Wu Qian.

“Qian, you're right. Chen Hao, if you want
to find a job, Qian can send some presents
over to that Aunt Li to secure that post for
you!” said Sun Hongxia.

“Yes, that won't be a problem!”

Wu Feng smiled and agreed.

Not long ago, Wu Feng and Wu Qian were
both searching for a job.

So when Chen Hao took out a hundred
thousand, it was a slap in the face for

them.

But after they had started working, they
became more socially experienced.

An upstart with some money no longer
intimidated them.

Just like that, the family chattered away.

Chen Hao bowed his head wordlessly and
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continued eating.

It was almost the end of the gathering
when he said, “By the way, my birthday is a
few days from now. I'm holding a birthday
party and my friends will be there. Let's
have a meal together, it will be my treat!”
Chen Hao graciously invited them.

“Ah, Chen Hao. Not that we're lecturing you
or anything but are you serious about
holding a birthday party like others with
this bit of money? You're not in the same
league as others!”

“We'll see then. If we have time, we'll
come.”

"Yes, I'm quite busy now, how would | have
time to celebrate your birthday?”

“Oh right, today our team leader said there
will be several major activities soon and
the provincial government leaders will be
present. We're in charge of all the ad-hoc
works so we certainly won't have time for
it!” Wu Feng chimed in.

Naturally, Wu Qian had something to do as
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well.

Chen Hao understood very well what they
meant—they didn't have the energy nor
interest to celebrate his birthday.

“It's alright. If you guys are free then, just
come over for dinner,” said Chen Hao.

At this point, no one said anything further.

Uncle Wu and Aunt Wu said, “Chen Hao,
tell your friends to come. We'll celebrate
with you and Aunt Wu will cook!”

Chen Hao was warmed by their kind
words, “Alright, I'll let them try out Aunt
Wu's cooking! Let me buy the ingredients

IH'

Afterwards, they chatted briefly.

As soon as the gathering ended, the three
brothers drove back home.

Chen Hao was preparing to head back and
rest when Uncle Wu called out to him,
"Chen Hao, wait a minute. | have
something to tell you!”

10
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Chapter 278 Blind Date, Again?

“Huh? What's the matter, Uncle Wu?”

Chen Hao was dragged toward a seat by
Uncle Wu.

“Of course it's good news. | wanted to tell
you on the phone just now, but | thought
that it would be better to tell you in person,
and | don't want your three elder brothers
to know about it!”

IH

“Oh? Please do go on, Uncle Wu

“I knew a friend that used to work as a
miner together with me years ago. He had
been travelling to places, and | happened
to meet him when | was in town the other
day. We had a conversation together, and
his granddaughter was almost the same
age as you. She's a coeval with you and
Feng! She graduated from university one
year earlier than you, and her family was
desperately looking for a match for her.
Her family is rich and wealthy, hence they
do not have much expectations. All they
want is a person who is honest and
mature! | wanted to introduce her to you.
She has a sister, and she’s the eldest! I'm
planning to arrange a meeting for both of
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you tomorrow, hence | wanted to talk to
you about this. As for Feng, | wouldn't tell
him about it, and you shouldn't too!”

Chen Hao understood Uncle Wu's
thoughts; he knew that he was facing
some difficulties in his career, hence he
wanted to help him in getting a match,
thus he was doing this completely for his
sake. This was exactly what Li Xiao did the
last time.

However, Chen Hao was now together with
Su Tongxin. In addition, he didn't have a
great experience on his previous blind
date. He was traumatized by the mother
and daughter during his previous blind
date, hence he was extremely against this
idea!

“There's no need for this, Uncle Wu. Thank
you so much, but I'm in a relationship!”

Chen Hao smiled and said, “What's the
matter? You can continue on with your
relationship. It's just a meeting, there's no
guarantee that it would turn out well. Just
treat it as getting to know another girl!”
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The scene was similar to the one with Li
Xiao previously. He had mentioned it so
straightforwardly. Chen Hao couldn't reply
to him saying that he was rich and didn't
need help finding a match. It was
inappropriate for him to refuse, but he
didn't want to agree either.

After all, both Li Xiao and Uncle Wu were
sincerely hoping for the best for him, and
Chen Hao was affirmative about that. He
didn't want to disappoint Uncle Wu, so
Chen Hao nodded and agreed. “Okay, I'll
meet her tomorrow!”

“Great, I'll call her now!” Uncle Wu went to
make a call excitedly and returned joyously
not long after. He was excited and happy
as he said, “Okay, the girl confirmed that
she’'s free tomorrow and she's okay to
meet you alone. Here's her number, call her
later to make plans for tomorrow. It's on
you now, please be nice to her! Her name
iIs Wang Min, and her parents are teachers,
hence her personality should be good!”

Chen Hao nodded. “Okay, I'll call her once |
get back home!”
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After chatting with Uncle Wu for a little
while, Chen Hao returned home.

After moments of hesitation, he finally
dialed the number.

A voice of a girl was heard saying from the
other end, “"Hello, who are you looking for?”

“I'm Chen Hao. Am | speaking to Wang
Min? Uncle Wu introduced you to me!” This
was the first time Chen Hao made this
type of phone call. He wanted to act
outspokenly and naturally, but he was still
a little cautious.

“Oh, | got it.” Wang Min replied briefly and
waited for Chen Hao to speak.

“Are you busy?” Chen Hao asked.

IH

“Not really, please go ahead

Chen Hao brought up a topic randomly.
“Where were you studying during junior
high school? Were you in the No. 1 High
School or No. 2 High School?

“I was in No. 2 High School. What about
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you?”

‘| was in No. 1 High School! Are you free
tomorrow? There's a newly operating
Dicos in town, should we meet there
tomorrow for a chat?” Chen Hao didn't
know what to say anymore, hence he went
straight to the point.

“Okay!”

“Alright, have a good rest!”
“Sure!”

Both of them hung up the phone.

After hanging up the phone, Chen Hao felt
a little guilty; he felt sorry toward Su
Tongxin. However, he changed his mind
shortly after. He wasn't serious after all. It
was just a meeting, and there was no big
deal!

On the other side, Wang Min was removing
her makeup in her room after hanging up

the phone.

Her sister, Wang Xiao was lying on the bed

o
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eavesdropping. “Hey sis, you're going to
meet him tomorrow! What's his name
again? Do you know him?”

“His name is Chen Hao, and he studied in
No. 1 High School. This name sounds
familiar, | think I've heard it before
somewhere!” Wang Min replied while
removing her makeup.

Both of the sisters had beautiful physical
appearances.

Wang Xiao replied, “Are you dumb, sis?
He's just one year younger than you, and

he's from the No. 1 High School. Why don't
you ask your juniors in No. 1 High School?”

“You're right, let me ask them!”
Wang Min then started making phone
calls. She called quite a few of her juniors

to get more information.

After all the inquiries with her juniors,
Wang Min's face almost became pale.

"What the hell!l What kind of person had
grandpa introduced to me!” Wang Min

b
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panicked.
"Huh? What's the matter, sis?”

Wang Min replied, “Did you know that Chen
Hao was an infamous poor student in No.
1 High School? His family was extremely
poor, and his parents and elder sister
migrated to the city for work. Chen Hao
was often bullied in school. | heard that he
hasn't found a job after graduating from
university! His family was poor, he would
definitely not end up with a decent job!”

"Oh gosh, what should we do? Have you
promised to meet him? You wouldn't be

able to argue against grandpa!” Her sister
added.

‘I don't care. | wouldn't date him even if |
wasn't looking for a match! Oh my God, if
my besties know that I'm dating this
infamous poor student, they would make
me a laughing stock!”

Wang Min was worried. She was a young
girl after all, and other people’s opinions
mattered to her.
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Every girl would want a commendable
boyfriend. The more admirable he was, the
more pleased she would feel. However, a
person like Chen Hao... Ah, forget it!

She needed to talk to her mother
iImmediately, so Wang Min called out for
her mother and told her everything about
Chen Hao.

Her mother seemed to be troubled as she
said, “Ah, that wouldn't work. If you date
him, it would mean that my daughter
couldn't get a decent man. That wouldn't
work, let’s just turn him down!”

Wang Xiao replied, “But mom, you know
about grandpa’s temper. He's sensitive
about losing his good image. He would
lose his appetite and have sleepless nights
if he lost his image in front of his friends.
Dad would definitely find faults in you!”

“Sigh, what should we do? Min Min, why
don't you meet him tomorrow, turn him
down and return home immediately after?”
Her mother suggested.

“But I'm afraid that | would bump into my
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schoolmates!” Wang Min replied. Wang
Min didn't think of this previously, but she
was taking this into consideration now.
What if she was spotted by her
schoolmates?”

“What should we do then? You don't even
want to meet him!” Her mother was
anxious.

‘Mum, | have an idea. Let's send my sister
instead. She’s two years younger than him,
and she's more straightforward. It would
be easier for her to turn him down!”

Her mother replied, “That would work.
Please help your sister out, Wang Xiao.
You're so talented in your words that even |
couldn't win against you!”

Wang Xiao replied, “| can do that, but you
have to give me more pocket money
during my third year in university, sis!”

“No problem!”

Three of them were chatting and laughing
as they agreed upon a decision.

9
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Wang Xiao mumbled in her heart, “Hmp
Is he trying to punch above his weight?
couldn't make him ashamed tomorrow,
change my name! Haha!”
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Chapter 279 The Awkwardness in Dicos

The next day, because of the blind date
arranged by Mr. Wu, Chen Hao got himself
prepared and arrived at Dicos earlier.
Although Chen Hao had no idea how it
would turn out, he still went along since he
had made a promise with Mr. Wu.

However, when he arrived, he saw a girl
drinking cola on a seat, and there were
chicken wings and fries on the table. She
was rocking her fair legs, and she seemed
to be waiting for someone.

Surely that's not her? Chen Hao mumbled
In his heart.

Thereafter, he watched as the girl put
down the fries and uttered ‘tsk’ in
disapproval while she started texting on
her phone.

Not long after, Chen Hao received a text
message from Wang Min that said, ‘Are
you here yet?

Chen Hao confirmed that she was the one.
She seemed pretty at first glance, so Chen
Hao walked toward her and took a seat.
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“W-What are you doing?” The girl was
obviously shocked as she looked at Chen
Hao dumbfoundedly.

“Are you here for the blind date?” Chen
Hao asked.

"What? Blind date? Are you a psycho?” The
girl stared at Chen Hao fearfully.

"Ah? So you're not Wang Min? Weren't you
the one who sent me the text message
just now?” Chen Hao was embarrassed.

‘| don't know who's Wang Min. | was
texting my boyfriend just now, okay?” The
girl replied.

‘I'm sorry, | made a mistake!” Chen Hao
stood up embarrassedly.

Oh gosh, he should have called her before
that! As he was about to dial her number,
his shoulder was patted by someone.

When he turned around, he saw a girl with
a similar exquisite appearance. She was
blinking her large eyes and looking at Chen
Hao. “Are you Chen Hao? You're here for
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the date, is that right?” There was a tone of
disdain as the girl asked.

"Yes, that's right. And you're?”
“Wang Xiao!”
"Huh?”

“Wang Xiao's sister, which is me, Wang
Min!" Wang Xiao quickly explained in an
attempt to cover her mistake. “Hmph, did
you bump into the wrong person just
now?” Wang Xiao asked sarcastically.

She bumped into the scene while she was
walking in just now; that was awkward.
Wang Xiao watched the scene from a
corner without walking forward to greet
him as she felt embarrassed. What a man,
she thought. However, she thought that
she would be able to turn him down in less
than five minutes. Hence, Wang Xiao
wanted to hurry up and get this over with
as soon as possible.

Chen Hao sat opposite Wang Xiao. He
casted a few glances at Wang Xiao and
thought that the girl had no other
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strengths besides the fact that she was
pretty.

Wang Xiao was staring at Chen Hao and
judging him with her eyes. She thought
that Chen Hao was good-looking and a
little handsome. If only he had a wealthier
family, he would qualify as her brother-in-
law.

Unfortunately, he was poor, and her sister
would never like him. As a matter of fact, if
it wasn't because of her grandfather urging
her sister to get married, she wouldn't even
care to find a match! Wang Min had many
pursuers, but she didn't like any of them.

“I've heard about your situation. You
haven't got a job yet, have you? Which
means you don't have any income!
Besides, | heard that you have purchased a
house in Ping An County. However, I've
been transferred to Jin Ling City for work,
which means that I'll need to move to Jin
Ling City. What are your plans on the
accommodation?” Wang Xiao asked,
thinking that it would be better to go
straight to the point.
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“Oh, | have a house in Jin Ling City!”

"What? You have a house in Jin Ling City?
How big is it?" Wang Xiao asked curiously.

‘| don't know how big it is since I've only
stayed there a few times, haha!” Chen Hao
said with a smile.

Chen Hao sensed that this girl wasn't here
for the blind date. In addition, he didn't
want a blind date either. Therefore, he
developed an intention to fool her as a way
to end this quickly.

"‘Bah! Stop pretending! If you truly had a
house there, why don't you move in?”
Wang Xiao sneered coldly.

“It's true, | just don't have the time to move
in. Besides, I'm not used to living on top of
the hill alone. The house is for me and my
future wife!” Chen Hao said with a smile.

“What the hell, it's on top of the hills? Are
you a forester? Did they provide you with a
tiny house there to watch over the
forests?” Wang Xiao sounded more
scornful as she spoke, “Do you have a car?

oy
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Let me warn you, | don't want a car less
than three hundred thousand once | start
my job in Jin Ling City!”

‘I do have a car, but it's parked at the
bottom of the hill!”

“Bottom of the hill? What car is that?”
“A Lamborghini!” Chen Hao replied.

“Bah! What the hell, are you a psycho,
Chen Hao?" Wang Xiao couldn’t stand it
anymore. Originally, Wang Xiao thought
that Chen Hao might really have a car and
a house in Jin Ling City. It turned out that
this guy was talking big; he wouldn't know
that her sister knew everything about him,
would he?

“What | said is true, | didn't lie to you at all.
| can't do anything if you don't believe it!”
Chen Hao shrugged helplessly. This wasn't
counted as a serious blind date after all. If
Mr. Wu asked about this in the future, at
least he would have some explanations.

“Let me be straightforward with you. Our
family would never accept a person like

b
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you. Originally, we thought that you're
honest even if you're poor, and we wanted
to give you a chance to showcase
yourself. However, | think we can forget
about it now. You're trash!” Wang Xiao
reprimanded, then stood up immediately
to leave.

However, she recalled that she had come
all the way here today, and she even had
her makeup on. Yet, before she could even
have a sip of drink, she stomped off in
anger because of Chen Hao; that wasn't
worth her efforts.

Primarily, she needed to deal with this
matter appropriately. If her grandfather
knew that she stomped off after a few
words with him, he would be furious, not to
mention that her grandfather didnt even
know that she was here on behalf of her
sister. She was afraid that Chen Hao
would spill the beans to Mr. Wu after this.
Hence, she planned to act in another way
so that Chen Hao would retreat on his
own.

“Aren't you leaving?” Chen Hao asked in
surprise when he saw that she took her
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seat again.

"Who told you that I'm leaving? | haven't
had a meal since this morning, and I'm
starving. Besides, today was our first meet,
shouldnt you be treating me?” Wang Xiao
retorted as she crossed her arms.

“Oh, no problem!” Chen Hao was
wondering why she was so difficult to deal
with.

“I want burgers, fries, chicken wings, fried
chicken and pizza!” Wang Xiao said.

“Do you usually eat this much?” Chen Hao
was shocked.

"Just tell me if you're treating me!”
“Okay, fine, I'll treat you!”

He went to order the food and served it to
Wang Xiao, then watched as she ate.

Chen Hao was thinking of a plan to make
her loathe him so that she would leave on
her own; that would be easier for him to
explain to Uncle Wu.
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It seemed that both of them had their own
thoughts.

At this moment, a voice could be heard
saying, “"Hey, it was you indeed! We
thought we saw you from outside just
now!” Two boys and two girls came in
from outside and patted on Wang Xiao
who was enjoying the burgers.

Wang Xiao was in shock.

“W-Why are you guys here?” Wang Xiao
stammered and her face blushed.
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Chapter 280 Enemies are Bound to Meet

“Isn’t this quite the coincidence. Xiao, who
might this be?” A boy suddenly turned to
look at Chen Hao.

“Oh, he's a friend. If you guys have other
things to do, just go ahead and eat first!”
Wang Xiao, who had her real name called
out, was extremely anxious.

These people were no strangers; they went
to the same junior high school, and were
even attending the same college. She had
been worried about running into people
she knew this day, but she ended up
running into them anyway.

“‘Don't mind it Xiao, please do introduce
him to us, who is this friend of yours? Also,
he even ordered so many nice dishes for
you, so it's only right for us to know!” A few
of them said excitedly, keen on finding out
the truth.

“Xiao? Aren't you called Wang Min?” Chen
Hao asked, full of doubt.

"Wang Min? That's Xiao's elder sister.
Hmm? What's going on here? You don't
actually know Wang Xiao, so what are you
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guys doing here?” At this moment,
everyone here was flabbergasted.

“Shut up, Chen Hao!” Wang Xiao stood up
nervously and pulled those people aside; it
seemed like she was explaining the
situation to them.

Meanwhile Chen Hao only realized the
truth later. He recalled Uncle Wu had once
mentioned that Wang Min has a younger
sister, who was two or three years younger
than her.

Could it be that Wang Xiao was Wang
Min's younger sister? Wang Min didn't
show up for the blind date today, and sent
her sister instead? Damn, she wasn't
sincere regarding the blind date at all since
she had been asking about those
questions about my house and my car
right from the start.

Wang Xiao returned with those few people
shortly after. Wang Xiao's face darkened
as she said, “That's right Chen Hao, Wang
Min is my sister. But do you know why my
sister let me come instead? It was in order
to scope you out. Ever since my
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grandfather told my sister, she was rather
serious about it, but you really let me down
today. You're really full of it, and everything
you said to me earlier, I've already told my
friends. They're all sure that you were just
bragging and exaggerating! Furthermore,
the situation in your household is worse
than we thought, right?” Wang Xiao said as
she pushed the responsibility to Chen Hao.

“So that's how it is, turns out you're here
for a blind date. | say, brother, do you even
know how stunning Wang Min is? Did you
think you were the only one who likes her?”
One of the boys spoke out coldly.

“Look here, Wang Min was the top beauty
during junior high school, and you, you
were just a joke back then. You may think
it's fine now, but you keep on relying on
your old relationships and getting the old
folks on both sides to mediate for you. But
did you even think about it, if Wang Min
really did end up with you, how would you
even take care of her?”

One of the girls even said, “Needless to
say, the bag I'm carrying with me now is
worth at least several thousands, Wang



Chapter 280 Enemies are Bound to Meet

Min deserves even better. How could you
afford it?”

Those girls continued to mock him.

“My dear, | prefer the watch you are
wearing. You look good by wearing this
watch that is worth more than ten
thousand!” Another girl held another boy’s
arm intimately, deliberately showing off
the watch on the boy's wrist. She then
looked at Chen Hao later and taunted,
“Chen Hao, don't you wear a watch
whenever you go out? Don't you know that
it is a sign of maturity for boys to wear
watches? Even if you can't afford a good
and branded watch, you can always get a
cheap one, right?”

“That’s right, with just this and you still
wanted to go on a blind date with Wang
Min?”

It looked like they planned all these out to
attack Chen Hao, but all the words they
threw at him were of materialistic nature.

They were indeed a bunch of brats. Chen
Hao had encountered countless of these
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Kinds of people, trying to show off their
wealth with these tactics. However, it was
still not worth giving a slap on their faces.

Since everyone didn't want him to have a
relationship with Wang Min, he should just
get away from this situation; it hit the right
note with him anyway.

But at this moment, those people who
were mocking Chen Hao shut their mouths
abruptly, looking stunned as they stared
outside the shop; there were two RSZ
Motorcycles parked outside, and three
men and a woman got off the vehicle, it
seemed like they also came to Dicos for a
meal.

"For goodness' sake, Wang Xiao, look! It's
Xie Li that b*tch!”

‘Damn it, Xie Li has always been picking
on you since we were in junior high. It was
also a coincidence that both of you got
into the same college. You even gave her a
slap some time ago. Oh no! What will
happen if she sees you herel!”

“The tall guy is her boyfriend. He deals in

oy
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the dark side of society, not a simple
figure! Xiao, you should hide quickly!”

Those people got nervous at the situation.

‘Humph! Why do | need to hide! Why do |
need to be afraid of her? | don't believe
that she has the guts to do anything to
me!”

At this moment, Wang Xiao didnt bother to
deal with Chen Hao, instead, she put on a
smug face and crossed her arms on her
chest as she watched Xie Li who was
walking in.

Wang Xiao has a grudge against that girl?
It seems like there will be a fight later.
What am | still doing here? It will simply be
awkward! Chen Hao wanted to leave at
that thought.

"Bloody hell, enemies are indeed bound to
meet. Wang Xiao, | didn't expect you to be
here!” Xie Li caught sight of Wang Xiao
and subsequently said smugly, “Fei, she is
the one! Did you know that she took
advantage of a guy who likes her in
college, and actually gave me a slap when

b
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| quarrelled with her!” Xie Li immediately
tried to tell the whole story.

Whilst Wang Xiao was also not some
weakling who would give in. Her eyes
blazed with hate once she saw Xie Li. Both
of them started to argue.

Chen Hao who was present roughly knew
what was going on between them. It
seemed like Xie Li was a good friend of
Wang Xiao in junior high school, however,
during that time, both girls fell in love with
the same studious guy in class
simultaneously. Everyone knew that
students in junior high often go through a
period of rebellion. If it was about fighting
for the same boyfriend, girls were known
to be more relentless than boys.

Wang Xiao was popular because she was
a teacher’s daughter, plus she was always
the mischievous type, and during her
wilder days she made a lot of ‘brothers
and sisters’ who stood for her. Meanwhile
Xie Li, she also got to know a lot of
‘'sisters’ from the darker side of society.

Therefore the originally close friends had
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fallen out with each other, and even made
appointments to fight on livestream
platforms. They were on bad terms with
each other ever since then.

In college, there was an influential and rich
guy who was born with a silver spoon in
his mouth going after her, therefore she
used that privilege and simply found a
reason to give a slap to Xie Li, and took the
chance to bully her as well.

The semester break this summer, Xie Li
obviously wanted to get her revenge on
Wang Xiao.

“Don't worry Li, is this the girl? Hey, go
ahead and give her a slap. I'd like to see
who would even dare move a muscle! I'm
Li Fei, you guys must have heard of me
before?” Liu Fei chuckled.

These three young delinquents were at
least two or three years younger than Chen
Hao, with hairstyles and fashion styles
that had loud personalities. In other words,
they looked like total thugs, but all of them
were just skin and bones.
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Chen Hao didn't have any time to deal with
these little brats, therefore he was
prepared to leave.

“Let me tell you. Do you believe that | will
ask Yang Qiang to come over if you dare to
hit me?!” Wang Xiao raised her voice.

She then caught Chen Hao trying to leave,
so she lashed out, “What the hell Chen
Hao? | really thought too highly of you. I'm
a woman and I'm not even afraid, what do
you have to be afraid of? They're here to
attack me, not you, you coward!” The
contempt in his heart was only growing
larger now.

‘| still have something to do, no time to
deal with your sh*t.” Who's being a coward,
| just didn't want to care, he thought.

"Alright, then why don't you call out for
help? Let me experience it a little. Let me
tell you, my brother is also part of the
underground of Jinling city, and he was
even one since he was in our hometown.
His name is Liu Yang, and if you have the
guts, why don't you give it a shot? Let's see
who's afraid of who now. Also, those who

9
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are unrelated in this matter, scram!” Liu Fei
sheered.

Chen Hao who was approaching the door
stopped abruptly when he heard that. He
then turned around, one hand in his pocket
and tapped on Liu Fei’s shoulder, “Hey,
who did you say your brother was?”

Rate the Translation to Get 2 Pearls.
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"My brother is Liu Yang, from No.1 High
School. What's the matter now, scared? If
you're afraid then just scram, otherwise
when he gets back he's gonna take care of
all of you!” Liu Fei sneered arrogantly.

“I'll f*ck you up!” Chen Hao's eyes turned
red from rage, he raised his leg and
extended a kick toward Liu Fei's stomach;
Liu Fei immediately fell to the ground and
started wailing.

Although Chen Hao didn't normally look
buff, he could exert quite some strength in
fighting. In the past when he was fighting
together with Li Xiao, both of them were
pretty skilled fighters, even though Li Xiao
fought a lot more; Chen Hao only managed
to help out Li Xiao to fight once. In other
words, there was no doubt that he was a
good fighter.

Earlier when he heard Liu Fei mention Liu
Yang from No.1 High School, Chen Hao's
temper immediately flared up. Right now,
Chen Hao didn't even care about anything
else at all. He simply grabbed something
and flung it at the other two. These three
were basically all skin and bones, so they
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were naturally beaten easily by Chen Hao.

Wang Xiao was stunned on the spot; at
this moment, she suddenly felt that Chen
Hao was quite the man!

"Chen Hao, beat the living daylights out of
them for me!” Wang Xiao cheered out
loud.

As Xie Li watched the fight break out, she
reached for a vase at the side and threw it
toward Wang Xiao; the two girls also
started fighting each other.

Chen Hao was definitely excessive with his
force this time, to the point that his eyes
went red with rage.

Who was Liu Yang? He was considered to
be a knot in Chen Hao's heart, who caused
Chen Hao to blame himself for the past
few years.

Yes, it was exactly that Liu Yang back in
middle school, who got his men to attack
Chen Hao, all because of a girl. He relied
on the influence and wealth of his family,
along with the many underlings serving
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under him to beat Chen Hao up after
school.

That very afternoon, Li Xiao ran over to
assist Chen Hao in fighting about those
people that numbered in a dozen. They
had used the legs of chairs as weapons,
and had Chen Hao pushed into a corner; it
was at that moment that Li Xiao pulled out
a knife...

After that incident, Chen Hao wouldn't
have held a heavy grudge if it was the end
of it. Shortly after, Li Xiao's family was
ruined by Liu Yang's father. Li Xiao's father
was originally a truck driver, but as a result
of that one rash decision, he got his leg
broken; he, as the pillar of the whole
family, collapsed.

Li Xiao, who attended vocational school
later, was once again assaulted by Li Xiao
and his henchmen, who also attended
vocational school. Fortunately for Li Xiao,
he eventually started repairing cars for
someone important in the society, earning
himself a backer.

This was the reason why Chen Hao's eyes
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flashed red with rage earlier. This brat was
saying that he would ask Liu Yang to come
take care of them, but coincidentally, Chen
Hao was looking for him! With the anger
that flared up out of nowhere within him,
he could no longer care about the
conseqguences.

“Ouch! My leg!” Wang Xiao shouted all of
the sudden. It turned out that she tripped
over a broken vase on the ground and
accidentally cut herself on her calf.

As Xie Li noticed that the situation was
getting out of hand, she no longer dared to
make any further moves. They helped Liu
Fei up, who was covering his stomach that
was in pain, and fled the scene. The
manager of Dicos also got up to call the
cops. As for Wang Xiao's classmates from
before, they had long since vanished from
the place.

“Chen Hao, please hurry and take me to
the nearest clinic. If my wound leaves a
mark it would be too late then!” Wang Xiao,
who didn't have anyone else, could only
helplessly ask Chen Hao for assistance.
After all, she did think that Chen Hao was
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fighting for her sake earlier.

What a troublesome one! Chen Hao could
only lash out in his heart.

However, he still supported Wang Xiao and
went to a nearby clinic to tend to her
wound. Fortunately, the injury was not too
serious; it was just a shallow cut on her
calf. Meanwhile, Wang Xiao was half lying
on the clinic bed at the moment, with the
corner of her mouth curved up as she
stared at Chen Hao. Her eyes sparkled
with a hint of curiosity.

"Hehe!” Wang Xiao chuckled all out of
sudden.

"What are you laughing about?” Chen Hao
asked casually.

“Hey, today was a real eye-opener for me. |
also heard all the stories, that when you
were a junior in high school, you were
often bullied. But today, when | finally met
you, | thought that you were a real honest
person, so honest that you could have
been just plain dumb. Hehe, but | didn't
expect it at all, you're really strong when

oy
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you need to be. The three of them were
completely powerless against you. Also,
maybe you didn't know, but when you were
taking action earlier, you looked really
manly!” Wang Xiao said as she rubbed her
feet against him.

Wang Xiao had totally changed her
perspective toward Chen Hao; she was
somewhat touched because of what he
did for her just now. Women, they definitely
had a thing for manly men, especially
those who dared to step up to defend
themselves and the people by their side;
Chen Hao was definitely one of them.

“There are some matters that you don't
know about. I'm not usually like this!” Chen
Hao explained.

“I know, | figured that out!” Wang Xiao
pouted as she said.

“Alright, you can go home by yourself since
you are fine. | still need to return to Dicos!”

Chen Hao turned, about to leave.

“What are you going back for?” Wang Xiao
asked quickly.

6
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"After destroying so much furniture, don't
we need to compensate for them?!” Chen
Hao replied.

"Hey, Chen Hao, wait a minute! | have
something to say!”

“What else do you want?”

‘| just wanted to say that you are not too
bad after all'” Wang Xiao stated in a
serious manner.

"Haha.” Chen Hao chuckled wryly and left
right after that.

“This runt, he clearly wasn't like this when |
first met him, but now he is clearly giving
off a certain type of aura,” Wang Xiao
whispered while staring at Chen Hao's
back. But when she thought back to when
Chen Hao was defending her earlier, Wang
Xiao smiled from ear to ear.

It was almost noon when Wang Xiao
returned. Fortunately, neither of her
parents were home, only her sister was
home.
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“What took you so long to return? | called
you and realized that you turned off your
phone. Didn't you say that it would be done
in twenty minutes?” Wang Min, the elder
sister, questioned her. But once she saw
that her sister was limping with her calf
bandaged, she was stunned at the sight
and asked, “Sis, what happened to you?
Did you fight with someone?”

“You got it right, sis. | fought with Xie Li,
she even brought some backups!” Wang
Min responded.

“Huh, that little witch, what did she do that
for? T-Then, what about that miserable
loser? Did you end up meeting him?” Wang
Min, who recalled about Chen Hao, asked
again.

“Sis, why are you calling Chen Hao a
miserable loser? You've not even met him
yet, so why are you talking about him so
badly?” Wang Xiao asked in discomfort.

It was indeed an uncomfortable feeling for
her, because she really thought that he
was decent; whoever it was that insulted
him, even if it was her own sister, she
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would have felt similarly uncomfortable.

“What the heck, what's wrong with you?
Did you actually meet him? How was he?
Was he good-looking? Was he low class?
He can't be that ugly, can he?” Wang Min
asked.

‘I don't know. I'm tired and | just want to go
back to my room and rest right now. | don't
want to help you regarding this matter in
the future anymore!” Wang Xiao said
unhappily as she headed straight back to
her room.

“What's wrong with you?” Wang Min was
puzzled with her sister’'s sudden change of
attitude toward her.

Back to Chen Hao, as soon as he got back
to Dicos and settled the compensation
issues, Uncle Wu called to ask how the
blind date went.

Chen Hao replied saying that they would
talk about it at home later, so he headed to

Uncle Wu's house after that.

But he saw Wu Qian was standing there
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once he arrived at the door; it seemed like
she was waiting for someone.

She walked toward Chen Hao once she
caught sight of him. “Damn, I've waited for
you for so long. Come here, | have
something to tell you...
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“What's the matter?” Chen Hao asked.

Wu Qian answered, “Are you free
tomorrow?”

“Why? | might go grocery shopping
tomorrow.” The day after tomorrow was
Chen Hao's birthday. He thought it would
not be appropriate to let Aunt Wu pay for
the groceries and cooking for his birthday
at the same time. So, he was thinking of
buying the groceries himself.

“Well, why do you need to go grocery
shopping? You're basically living off my
grandparents all these days. Oh yeah, the
day after tomorrow is your birthday, isn't
it? | almost forgot about it. Anyway, |'ve
some good news for you. Just put
everything aside, including grocery
shopping. They're not that important!”

"Are you sure that's good news?” Chen
Hao smiled bitterly.

Although Chen Hao and Wu Qian grew up
together, their relationship was not a close
one. In fact, Wu Qian was quite rude to
Chen Hao since childhood. Even now, she
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still treated Chen Hao poorly. Wu Qian and
her siblings would often make fun of him
when he was little. Chen Hao used to hold
a grudge against them when he was still a
little boy. But now, although he would be
annoyed by Wu Qian's sometimes harsh
insults, he would not take her seriously for
the sake of Uncle Wu and Aunt Wu.

"What's that supposed to mean? Huh? You
don't believe me? Let me tell you this.
Tomorrow we are going on a trip to the
Hot Spring Scenic Zone in Xiao Quan City. |
was thinking about inviting you to join us
tomorrow since | haven't had the
opportunity to show you around the city
after you came back. Xiao Quan City is
now a tourist spot. It's pretty cool now!”
Wu Qian said.

“Really? Taking me out on a trip?” Xiao
Quan City was the place where Yang
Minxue stayed. The city was surrounded
by mountains and streams of water. The
city had a hot spring, which was one of the
well-developed tourist sites. Chen Hao
thought of visiting the place before, but he
was surprised by Wu Qian’'s sudden
invitation.
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“Of course it’s real. So, are you going or
what? Lunch will be provided,” Wu Qian
said proudly, folding her arms across her
chest.

Chen Hao shook his head and said, “Nope.
No, thanks. I'm not going!”

“Eh? What?” Wu Qian was surprised by
Chen Hao's refusal. Based on her
understanding of Chen Hao, she thought
he would appreciate her offer and accept
the invitation quickly.

‘Qian, has Chen Hao come? Eh? You guys
came back? Why didn't you come in then?
Come on, lunch is ready. Come in and have
some lunch while we can talk about the
progress of the matter.” Uncle Wu came
out and invited Chen Hao and Wu Qian into
the house for lunch.

However, Wu Qian pulled a face without
moving.

“What's the matter, Qian? Who's bothering
you this time?” Uncle Wu smiled bitterly.

“Who else if it wasn't Chen Hao?”
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“Nonsense, why would he bother you?”

“Yes, he did. | was being nice and invited
him on a trip to Xiao Quan City. But he
didn't appreciate it and turned down my
invitation!” Wu Qian answered.

“Oh, Chen Hao, if that's true, then you
should go with Qian. She just wants to go
on a trip with you. Besides, there are some
wonderful views at the Hot Spring Scenic
Zone. You should go and have a look if
you're free.” Uncle Wu did not suspect
anything. He just thought his
granddaughter had finally come round and
decided to make up with Chen Hao. Uncle
Wu was glad that they could get along in
harmony.

“Alright then, I'll go tomorrow!” Chen Hao
could no longer reject Wu Qian’s invitation
after hearing Uncle Wu's words.

“Humph!” Wu Qian entered the house after
rolling her eyes at Chen Hao.

In the afternoon, Chen Hao had to go shop
for groceries since he would not have
enough time to buy them tomorrow
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because of the trip.

The next day, early in the morning, Chen
Hao was dragged out of the house by Wu
Qian. She drove Chen Hao to Xiao Quan
City in her father’'s Passat.

Chen Hao was sitting at the back of the
car. He opened the car window at the back
to get some air as he felt a little stuffy in
the car. But the window was closed again
after it stayed open for a while. Chen Hao
realized it was Wu Qian who closed his
window.

Damn that girl! He cursed in his heart
while continuing his attempt to roll down
the window. This time, the window just
rolled down a little before Wu Qian closed
It again.

“What are you doing?” Chen Hao was
speechless with Wu Qian’s behavior.

‘| should be the one who asks that! Why
are you opening the window when I'm
driving in front? What if dirt comes in?
Have you ever been in cars before?” Wu
Qian mocked Chen Hao.

oy
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Wu Qian’s cell phone rang suddenly.

“Yes, Lin Yue. I'm on my way to fetch you,
wait for me! | told you last night, didn't |?
I've found a helper. He will carry the
baggage for us when we go hiking later. All
you need to do is pay attention in pursuing
your crush, Yu Qiang. Alright? You
ungrateful little gal—"

There was a pause, then she continued,
“Right, I'll see you later. My boyfriend? He's
driving himself. He'll arrive soon. Later,
we'll help you in your quest of pursuing Yu
Qiang. See you later.” Wu Qian then hung
up the phone.

Finally, Chen Hao knew the reason Wu
Qian invited him to the trip! “The reason
you invited me for the trip is to carry your
bags? What the heck!” Chen Hao said in
annoyance.

“So? Why are you being so upset? You just
need to carry some bags, that's all. It's not
like you will die or something. Besides, I'll
treat you some |lunch for that. What's there
to be afraid about? And let me warn you
something, today is a special day for my

b
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best friend. Today she will pursue her love
interest. So, you better behave yourself. It's
my best friend and Yu Qiang who shall be
in the spotlight today, not us!” Wu Qian
said.

Chen Hao was thinking about leaving
immediately if he was not already in the
car and if it was not Uncle Wu who sent
them away and watched them |leave the
house. But on second thought, it would not
be appropriate to leave after he promised
Uncle Wu to go with Wu Qian. So, he just
remained silent.

Wu Qian looked into the rear-view mirror
and smiled triumphantly. “Chen Hao, you
seem really mad. | remembered you
wouldn't get mad easily no matter how
many things we used to make you carry
for us. | know why you are really angry
now. Well, I've told you since we were in
primary school that it's impossible
between us! You shouldn’t think about it
anymore!”

Both Wu Qian and Wu Feng received their
primary school education in their
hometown. They were only transferred to
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the county when they were in junior high
school later.

They were all very young back then. Chen
Hao, Li Xiao and Wu Qian went to the
same school during that time.

Being the prettiest girl among the
students, Wu Qian became the apple of
the boys’ eyes in the school. The boys
always competed to pretend as Wu Qian’s
husband when they were playing make-
believe games back then. Because of this,
Li Xiao often scuffled with Chen Hao over
Wu Qian. However, these happened in the
past when they were all young and
Innocent.

But until now, Wu Qian still thought Chen
Hao had feelings for her. Wu Qian thought
Chen Hao would get even more upset if
she told him she already had a boyfriend.
She thought she understood Chen Hao
well.

Chen Hao simply turned his head away
and looked at the view outside, not in the
mood of conversing with Wu Qian.
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Soon, Wu Qian arrived to fetch her best
friend, Lin Yue.

Like Wu Qian, Lin Yue was very beautiful
too. Chen Hao saw her before when they
were in primary school. She grew prettier
after not seeing her for such a long time.
She was tall and slim with an excellent
body figure.

Lin Yue got into the car. She recognized
Chen Hao when she glanced at him but did
not greet him. Lin Yue passed her bag to
Chen Hao straightaway. "Hey, | might need
those sunscreen and cosmetics anytime.
Be sure to keep those for me during the
hike, you got that?”

“Got it!” Chen Hao nodded impatiently.

Later, Wu Qian and Lin Yue were busy
chatting away in the car. They mostly
talked about Lin Yue and her love interest,
Yu Qiang.

Soon, they arrived at the entrance of the

Hot Spring Scenic Zone and there were
two good-looking guys waiting.
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I"

“Qian, Lin Yue, over here
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The two guys waved at Wu Qian and Lin
Yue.

Wu Qian and Lin Yue strolled forward with
Chen Hao followed behind, a huge
baggage on his back and a small bag in
his hand.

“Qian, why are you arriving so late? Hey,
you really found a helper. Good, we'll have
a great time today. Thanks for helping,
bro!” A guy kissed Wu Qian on her cheek
and put his arm around her waist. He
looked at Chen Hao with a smile on his
face as he said that to him.

While another guy offered Chen Hao a
high-end ‘Suyan’ cigarette.

“Yu Qiang, why are you offering him
cigarettes? He doesn't smoke. Even if he
does, he can't afford such an expensive
one!” Wu Qian said. “He is Chen Hao, the
one | told you guys before. Today, he'll be
helping us with the baggage. In return,
we'll treat him some lunch later.” Wu Qian
continued her introduction while holding
the guy’s arm. “Chen Hao, the guy who
offered you cigarettes is Yu Qiang. His
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parents are working in the county’'s Water
Conservancy Bureau. And this is my
boyfriend, Wang Hao, his family owns a
factory.”

Wu Qian observed Chen Hao's expression
quietly after introducing her boyfriend. She
was curious about Chen Hao's reaction
when he found out she had a rich
boyfriend. Much to her surprise, Chen Hao
merely nodded.

As for Wang Hao and Yu Qiang, Chen Hao
could see that they were just being polite
during the introduction. In fact, he felt both
of them were rather arrogant and
pompous. How did he know? Because they
went to buy drinks as soon as they passed
a backpack to Chen Hao. And they bought
only four drinks for themselves. They
completely paid no attention to Chen Hao.

Oh well, just forget about their existence
and think of it as going on a trip on my
own. Besides, | can't really do anything
since Wu Qian is here too, Chen Hao
thought, comforting himself.

“Wang Hao, why are there so many people
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here at the Hot Spring Scenic Zone? The
place is so beautifully decorated too. Any
event they're having here today?” Wu Qian
asked curiously.

‘I just finished talking about it with Yu
Qiang. With the amount of people around
and the workers busy working inside, it
seems they are organizing some kind of
grand event, especially the Hot Spring
Grand Hotel within. I've heard from a
security guard just now that the hotel was
rented by a wealthy businessman from Jin
Ling for some grand event tomorrow! The
place will be crowded with notables. Aren't
you guys living in Xiao Gu City which is
near Xiao Quan City? Haven't you guys
heard anything about it?” Wang Hao said.

‘I haven't heard anything at all! But never
mind, let’s go in and have some fun, shall
we?”

“Alright, let's go!”

They went to get the tickets after a short
discussion. Tickets in small village towns
like this were usually cheap, around 50 per
person.
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Chen Hao heard some noise when they
reached the ticketing counter. An
argument broke out between a group of
visitors and the ticket sellers.

“What do you mean you are not selling the
tickets anymore? You're only telling it now
after all five of us came?” A girl who was
the leader of the group said coldly; there
were three girls and two guys in the group.

“Yeah right. We were already here before
you put the news on your official website!”

“We are really sorry for that. We were just
informed of the notice fifteen minutes ago.
The scenic zone will be closed to visitors
for two days—today and tomorrow—as we
need to decorate the site for many events,’
the staff explained patiently.

“Well, how about those tourists who went
in before this? | don't see you guys drag
them out either, do I? The notice came up
just fifteen minutes ago! | don't care! You
let us in now!”

“We are really sorry about that..”
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The argument came to a standstill as both
parties refused to tolerate each other.

“‘Damn! The scenic zone just closed. Sh*t! |
should have bought the tickets when |
came here with Yu Qiang earlier!”

“Wang Hao, what should we do now?” Wu
Qian asked in disappointment.

“I'll give my dad a call. Let's see if he can
pull some strings!” Wang Hao took out his
cell phone and suggested.

“I'll call my dad too. He knows the
assistant manager here,” Yu Qiang said.

“Yes, Yu Qiang. | trust you!”

Wang Hao and Yu Qiang proceeded to
make some phone calls.

When Lin Yue saw Wu Qian wiping the
sweat off Wang Hao's forehead with a
tissue, she rushed toward Chen Hao for
her bag. “"Hey you, give me my bag!”

“Find it quickly! You're so tardy!” Lin Yue
scolded Chen Hao when she saw him put

oy
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down the big bag first before finding her
small bag.

“I've found it!”

“Give it to me quickly, you sluggish fool!”
Chen Hao finally found the bag and was
about to pass it to Lin Yue when the latter
snatched it and scolded him rudely. Lin
Yue strode toward Yu Qiang; she, too,
wanted to wipe Yu Qiang’s sweat with a
tissue.

Damn! What kind of person is she? Chen
Hao thought to himself, holding back his
anger.

Lin Yue had a crush on Yu Qiang.
Therefore, she planned the trip with Wu
Qian so that Wu Qian and her boyfriend
would fix her up with Yu Qiang. That was
the main purpose of the trip.

Chen Hao had no idea that Lin Yue would
be such a rude person who was so full of
herself. She basically treated everyone
poorly except Yu Qiang. But Chen Hao
could not be bothered by her since they
would probably not meet again.

6
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“Wang Hao, how's everything going? What
did your dad say?” Wu Qian asked.

“My dad said his hands were tied. He
couldn't get in touch with the people here.
How's everything going with Yu Qiang
there?”

Yu Qiang just ended his call.

"Yu Qiang, how's everything going?” Wu
Qian asked.

It would be wonderful if they managed to
get their hands on the tickets while
everyone else could not.

“My dad told me to wait while he
contacted the assistant manager here,” Yu
Qiang said.

Chen Hao was worried about them too. He
knew his company was the one that
developed the Hot Spring Villa, not by
some other parties. But since he could not
recognize any staff within the scenic zone,
Chen Hao guessed they were mostly
locals and old employees. Or else, the
security guard would not leave them
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unentertained if they recognized Chen
Hao.

However, the weather was very hot today
and he was carrying a lot of bags. “"Hey,
are you guys going in or what? I'm
standing here like forever!” Chen Hao
complained impatiently.

“What the heck are you complaining
about? Yu Qiang is pulling the strings right
now. Just shut the hell up and wait!” Wu
Qian snapped in annoyance.

But Chen Hao was hot and thirsty after
waiting for over ten minutes. He could not
find a shelter where he could stay in and
Wu Qian would not allow him to wait in the
car too.

Damn! What a nuisance!

Chen Hao was irritated. He immediately
texted Li Zhenguo so that the latter would
send someone to let them in instead of
just waiting there. Li Zhenguo replied ‘Got
it

“Yes, dad. | understand!” Yu Qiang hung up
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the phone again.

"What did your dad say this time?” Wang
Hao asked.

"My dad contacted Assistant Manager
Wang here. But both the manager and
Assistant Manager Wang are not here
now. They went out on a business
procurement trip. My dad said whether we
can get in or not will be dependent on the
arrangement of Assistant Manager Wang.
If we still can't get in, then there's nothing |
can do anymore,” Yu Qiang said.

Another group of visitors were also
counting on Yu Qiang to help them get in.

The staff looked at the visitors
apologetically. “It's very hot here, so please
go back and stop waiting here. The place
will not...” The phone at the ticketing
counter rang suddenly and the staff was
interrupted.

“Yes! Yes! Yes! Of course, | understand!”
After hanging up the phone, the staff said
politely to Yu Qiang and his group,
“Gentlemen, the manager called in person

9
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to invite you and your friends into the
zone. We will take care of all your
expenses today.”

The staff was still doubting Yu Qiang and
Wang Hao's words when they said they
would get the tickets through connections.
The staff was surprised by Yu Qiang and
Wang Hao's abilities in pulling strings
when the manager called in person and
permitted their admission; that was quite
some powerful connections they had.

“Wow! The manager personally made the
calll”

Wu Qian and Lin Yue were excited by the
news. Lin Yue looked at Yu Qiang with
great admiration.

At the same time, the leading girl from
another group just now walked toward Yu
Qiang. “"Hey Mister, do you think you can
say a few words and get us in too? We'll
pay for the tickets ourselves,” the girl said
while looking at Yu Qiang with admiration.

“No problem, Miss. All of you can go in
too!” Yu Qiang was ecstatic. He never

10
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thought his father had such a powerful
connection like Assistant Manager Wang,
who managed to convince the manager to
let them in. He was very proud about it.

Finally, over ten tourists including Chen
Hao and others marched into the zone.

At the ticketing counter, a female
attendant asked the staff who answered
the phone just now, “What happened? Is it
true that the manager called in person?”
“It's true. The manager said a VIP was
blocked by us at the entrance. He told us
to serve the VIP well and make sure there
are no mistakes whatsoever.”

“Alright, | understand!”
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Standing behind them, Chen Hao felt really
helpless. Great! There was always
someone who took the credit for
everything he did. He thought things would
be different this time but he was wrong.

What an idiot Yu Qiang is! Why can't you
use your brain and think clearly? How is it
possible that you called Assistant
Manager Wang but in the end it was the
manager who called and arranged
everything in person? Chen Hao thought to
himself.

Then, Chen Hao realized everything turned
out this way because of him keeping a low
profile. However, he had no other choice
because he did not want to reveal himself,
especially to Wu Qian and her friends.
Chen Hao felt helpless as all he could do
was to suffer in silence.

When entering the place, Chen Hao and his
gang were joined by the other group of
visitors which were led by the girl who
asked for Yu Qiang’s help earlier.

The girl was grateful with Yu Qiang’s help,
which made her admiration for him to have



Chapter 284 Troubles

increased. Meanwhile, Lin Yue felt
threatened by the girl because she was
also quite pretty and was being flirtatious
with Yu Qiang. So, Lin Yue was slightly
annoyed and she kept rolling her eyes at
the girl.

“Take my bag!” Lin Yue walked toward
Chen Hao. After throwing her bag at Chen
Hao, she returned to Yu Qiang’s side in
distress.

“Yu Qiang, where shall we go later? Aren't
you going to take me to the hot spring and
have some delicious food?" Lin Yue asked
Yu Qiang in a flirtatious manner.

She decided to be more aggressive in her
pursuit; Lin Yue and Yu Qiang already had
feelings for each other thanks to Wang
Hao and Wu Qian’s help, in addition to Lin
Yue's beauty. They were so close to
becoming a couple officially that Lin Yue
was not going to risk losing his soon-to-be
boyfriend to a newcomer.

“Sure, no problem. We can do that,” Yu
Qiang said with a smile.
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“Yu Qiang, she's very pretty! Is she your
girlfriend?” the girl asked with a smile.

in Yue stood staring at Yu Qiang quietly.

“No. She's my close friend.” Yu Qiang
smiled bitterly.

"Oh yeah, Miss, what's your name?” The
girl looked gorgeous and elegant.

“I'm Wang Min. Thanks for your help just
now. Let's be friends?” She smiled.

“Sure!” Yu Qiang then added Wang Min in
WeChat, much to Lin Yue's dismay.

Chen Hao thought the girl resembled
Wang Xiao. He was sure about her identity
as soon as he heard her name. It can't be!
What a coincidence! Chen Hao thought.

Wu Qian was surprised too when she
heard the name. But she was unsure about
it and so she asked, “Oh yeah, do you know
Mr. Wang Hongfei?”

“Eh? That's my grandfather!” Wang Min
said.
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“Holy smoke! What a coincidence! My
grandfather is Wu Baihua. Wang Min, do
you know him?”

“Ah!" Wang Min was surprised too. How
could she not know Wu Baihua? It was Wu
Baihua, her grandfather’'s employee, who
introduced that loser, Chen Hao, to her.

“Yes, | know. You must be Uncle Wu's
granddaughter, Wu Qian. We met a few
times when we were young!” Wang Min
instantly got closer with Wu Qian.

Chen Hao felt a little awkward. That's one
hell of a coincidence!

Luckily, Uncle Wu did not mention anything
about the blind date when he invited Chen
Hao over for lunch at noon yesterday.
Apparently, Wu Qian drove to Uncle Wu's
house only after Uncle Wu had called Chen
Hao. Although Uncle Wu was curious
about the outcome of the meeting, he did
not ask about the matter in front of Wu
Qian; Chen Hao did not mention it either.

They only talked about the matter in the
afternoon after lunch.
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Uncle Wu knew it would be troublesome if
Wu Qian discovered that he introduced a
nice girl to Chen Hao instead of Wu Feng.
Because Wu Qian would tell Wu Feng
about it and Uncle Wu did not want Wu
Feng to misunderstand him. So, Uncle Wu
discussed the matter with Chen Hao
privately to avoid more unnecessary
trouble.

Holy smoke! So this is Wang Xiao's sister,
the one | was supposed to meet on the
blind date. She definitely looks gorgeous
and elegant! Chen Hao could barely take
his eyes off Wang Min.

The situation now was that Wang Min
became closer and conversed happily with
more people in their group; Wang Min
chatted with Yu Qiang because she
wanted to get to know more about Yu
Qiang, probably due to his help earlier, but
she also chatted with Wu Qian after
finding out they were acquaintances
through the conversation earlier.

On the other hand, Lin Yue was jealous of
Wang Min and Yu Qiang. She threw some
fits of anger throughout their

oy
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conversations. Due to his close
relationship with Lin Yue, Yu Qiang simply
put up with her fits without saying
anything. As for Chen Hao, he was long
forgotten and ignored by his fellow friends.

They strolled around the place for over two
hours. It was already a few minutes past
eleven o'clock when they finally stopped
for lunch. There were loads of restaurants
within the scenic zone. So, Yu Qiang
suggested they should continue their chat
in a restaurant. Wang Min and her group
agreed to his suggestion. Soon, all of them
were having lunch together in a restaurant.

Chen Hao put down the bags and sat
down.

“Who asked you to sit?” A voice yelled at
Chen Hao unexpectedly; it was Lin Yue.

“It's lunch time! Why can't | sit down?”
Chen Hao said, glaring at Lin Yue.

Jealousy crept through Lin Yue when she
saw that Yu Qiang was busy chatting non-
stop with Wang Min while neglecting her
since they entered the restaurant. So, she
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threw a tantrum and scolded Chen Hao
angrily to make her presence felt.

“Chen Hao, who do you think you are to
even sit here and have lunch with us? Why
don't you look at yourself in the mirror?
How dare a person like you have lunch
together with us! Don't you feel ashamed
at all with yourself when you try to
associate yourself with someone of high
social status like us?” Lin Yue scolded,
obviously throwing hints at Wang Min and
her group as she turned her focus at Chen
Hao.

“Why should | be ashamed of myself?”
Chen Hao was infuriated by Lin Yue's
words.

“That's enough, Chen Hao. Why are you
being angry with Lin Yue? Do you even
consider yourself as a gentleman for being
angry with a lady when she’s just scolded
you a little?” Wu Qian saw Lin Yue was
very unhappy today for being at a
disadvantage in her pursuit of Yu Qiang.
So, she decided to help Lin Yue take her
anger out on Chen Hao and scolded him
too.
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“Chen Hao?"” Wang Min stared at Chen
Hao with her bright eyes. Chen Hao is the

one who | was supposed to meet on a
blind date! That's him?

“Oh! Wang Min, you probably don't know
him. He is my grandfather's neighbor. The
house he stays in belongs to us. He just
rented it. We asked him to come and help
us with our bags today. | promised that I'll
treat him to a nice lunch for his hard work.”
Wu Qian was worried that an argument
might break out between Lin Yue and
Wang Min. So, she took the opportunity to
change the subject quickly.

“Oh yes, | see!” Wang Min's face turned red
and she looked at Chen Hao awkwardly.

Wang Min had loads of imagination on
Chen Hao's appearance. She thought even
though Chen Hao was poor, he would at
least be good-looking or had an interesting
personality. But she never thought that
Chen Hao—though rather good-looking—
would be such a lowlife who would carry
other people’'s bags in exchange for a free
lunch!
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Based on Wu Qian’s reaction, it seemed
that she was oblivious of the blind date.
Nevertheless, Wang Min would never talk
about the blind date since Wu Qian and
Chen Hao did not mention it either.

"Excuse me, Miss. You have dishes
coming in your way!” The waitress came
with a tray full of dishes. She warned the
standing Lin Yue about the dishes behind
her.

Lin Yue turned around and bumped into
the dishes, almost flipping over the tray;
some soup spilled on her arms.

‘I'm sorry, Miss. Are you alright?” The
waitress apologized politely.

Smack! Suddenly, Lin Yue raised her hand
and slapped the waitress across the face.

"‘Damn! Are you blind? How dare you spill
the soup all over me?” Lin Yue was not in a
good mood due to jealousy. She had been
trying to make her presence felt since this
morning but without success. And now,
because of the waitress, she was
humiliated in front of Yu Qiang. So, she
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took her anger out on the waitress.

The waitress looked like she had just
graduated from high school; she seemed
very young and the skin on her face was
soft and delicate. The slap had startled
her.

Chen Hao and the gang were surprised by
the slap too; they did not expect that Lin
Yue would dare to slap her.

“Jun Yue, what happened? Who slapped
you?” A female lobby manager of the
restaurant and some waiters rushed
toward Jun Yue. They respectfully and
fearfully supported the waitress who was
slapped by Lin Yue, while the lobby
manager's face turned pale.

“It's her. She's the one who slapped me!”
Jun Yue cried while holding her face.

"How dare you slap her? Do you know who
she is?” The lobby manager snapped at Lin
Yue.

10
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"Hmph! | don’t care who she is! Of course |
slapped her! She spilled soup on me! She's
just a little waitress, so what's the big
deal?” Lin Yue retorted.

Of course Lin Yue dared to make a scene
in the restaurant because she knew Yu
Qiang, who had a powerful connection,
would cover her back. She had been
feeling very depressed watching Wang Min
stealing the limelight since the morning.
And now, a lobby manager was snhapping
at her when she simply taught the waitress
who spilled soup on her a little lesson!
What the heck? Lin Yue was in rage.

“Jun Yue, don't cry. I'm calling Manager
Wang now. We'll let your father deal with
it!"

The father of Wang Junyue was the
manager of the scenic zone's Foreign
Investment Department. He was also the
chief planner for events in the scenic zone.
Since he was sent here from Jin Ling, he
was quite an influential man who was
more powerful than the managers in the
scenic zone itself.
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Wang Junyue wanted to gain some
working experience by becoming a
waitress here at the restaurant as a part-
timer during her free summer holiday. She
even had to beg her father for the job. But
unfortunately, she got slapped on her first
day at work.

“Go ahead! Just make your calls! I've got
Qiang on my back! I'm not afraid of you
guys!” Lin Yue wrapped her arms around
Yu Qiang’s arm.

Everyone looked at Yu Qiang; Yu Qiang
took pride in himself especially when he
knew that Lin Yue was being unreasonable
due to his influence.

So, Yu Qiang stood up coldly and said,
“Well, looks like the restaurant has some
powerful backups. Very well then, I'll see
who that person is! Lin Yue, don't be afraid!
I'm sure | can settle everything with just a
simple call!”

The staff in the restaurant continued
making their calls while Lin Yue kept
rattling on in anger.
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Soon, three black Audi A6 arrived at the
entrance of the restaurant.

‘Damn! Who the hell slapped my
daughter? You must be tired of living!” A
middle-aged man in a suit marched in with
about seven to eight people following
behind him; they looked extraordinarily
flerce like someone with a mafia
background.

Looking at those people, Lin Yue was
frightened and she turned to Yu Qiang for
help.

“President Wang, it was her who slapped
Jun Yue!” the lobby manager said, pointing
at Lin Yue.

“‘Damn! How dare you slap Jun Yue! Grab
her!” President Wang waved his hand and
his bodyguard was about to make a move
when Yu Qiang stood up and walked
toward him. “Well, you must be Manager
Wang. I'm afraid we have a
misunderstanding here. How about | give
Assistant Manager Wang a call? It was the
manager of the scenic zone who let us in
here. | suppose you don't want any trouble
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here, do you?” Yu Qiang said in a
diplomatic tone.

Yu Qiang thought that he had a powerful
backup; he wanted to know what Manager
Wang had to say after he had introduced
his connection.

“Goddammit! Li and Wang are both
nothing to me! How dare you use them to
threaten me? Open your goddamn eyes
and seel!”

Smack! Manager Wang raised his hand
and slapped Yu Qiang’s face; it was a slap
hard enough to make Yu Qiang stumble.

“Yu Qiang!”
“Qiang!”

Both Wang Min and Lin Yue called out to
Yu Qiang simultaneously.

‘Hmph! | wonder why these people are so
arrogant. They think that the scenic zone
is under the control of Manager Li and
Assistant Manager Wang. But what they
don't know is that both of them still need
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to listen and take orders from you,
President Wang!” the lobby manager
sneered.

“What?” Yu Qiang, who was about to
retaliate, was stunned when he heard the
lobby manager’'s words. Assistant
Manager Wang also needs to take orders
from him?

Suddenly, Lin Yue screamed as two
bodyguards came over and pulled her hair,
then slapped her repeatedly; the restaurant
was in chaos.

“Let me tell you something. Things are not
over yet because you people bullied my
daughter today. I'll make sure all of you
pay for what you did! No one will escape!”
Manager Wang said, his eyes turned red in
fury. He was extremely angry as his
precious daughter was bullied on her first
day at work.

It was unbelievable that a lunch would turn
out to be a chaos like this; even innocent

people like Wu Qian were not spared.

“Manager Wang, we are not the ones who

oy
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slapped your daughter!” Wang Hao said in
panic.

The bodyguards beat them up badly.

Wang Min, who was older than Chen Hao
and his friends, was frightened by the
bodyguards too.

Chen Hao remained seated and watched
the mayhem before him calmly. Well, I'm
not a saint, so I've no obligation to help
everyone who's in trouble, especially the
two strangers like Lin Yue and Yu Qiang.
Besides, Lin Yue had always been looking
down on me. Plus, it serves her for being
such an arrogant, rude and spoiled brat,
Chen Hao thought to himself while feeling
that Manager Wang looked rather familiar.

Wu Qian was about to get beaten up by the
bodyguards when a team of people
dashed into the restaurant; they were the
staff of the scenic zone.

“President Wang, please stop it! Stop
hitting them! Stop it!” a leading female
staff shouted, bringing with her a bunch of
people who dashed into the restaurant

b



Chapter 285 A Turn of Tables

together behind her.

She was the female attendant from the
ticketing counter earlier, who seemed to be
one of the lesser leaders of the scenic
area; her face was full of anxiety.

“Humph! Liu, it's you. What's the matter?
Why can't | continue?” Manager Wang
asked angrily.

The female attendant rushed toward
Manager Wang, then she whispered a few
words in his ear and Manager Wang's face
grew paler and paler... “What did you say?
It was the big boss who made the
arrangements for them to enter the scenic
zone?”

“Yes, President Wang. The security guard
told me that the VIP had some kind of
troubles here. That's why | came here as
soon as possible,” the female attendant
explained while nodding her head.

Manager Wang gasped in fear.

The female attendant had related the
whole matter to him clearly. Initially, the
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group could not get the tickets to enter the
zone. Then, the group leader, Yu Qiang
called his father to help them enter the
zone. Yu Qiang’s father then called her to
let those people in, but since she had to
follow the rules, she did not agree to let
them in. However, she received a call from
Manager Li who told her that he received a
call from the General Manager, Li
Zhenguo’s right-hand man, saying that
those people were VIP's. Now, even
Manager Li and Assistant Manager Wang
were rushing back from their business
procurement trip.

Manager Wang was very worried and
confused with the situation after listening
to the female attendant, so much so that
he broke out in a cold sweat. He looked
apologetically at Yu Qiang on the ground.

“Well, Young Master, why didn't you say it
clearly just now? You should have told me
that it was that Manager Li who arranged
your trip here.”

From Manager Wang's point of view, a big
boss like the General Manager, Li Zhenguo,
was a very different man from the
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unimportant Manager Li from the scenic
zone. Manager Wang could only smile
friendly, but extremely fearfully at Yu

Qiang.

The bodyguards realized their mistakes
and took a step back nervously. A 180-
degrees change occurred at the scene;
suddenly, Yu Qiang and his group turned
the tables on Manager Wang and his
bodyguards.

Wang Min was even more surprised by Yu
Qiang. “Oh my! Who is he actually to be so
influential?”

Wu Qian was ecstatic for having survived
the chaos; she thought that Yu Qiang was
awesomel

Lin Yue's eyes simply widened with
surprise. She then burst into laughter. “Ha!
ldiots! How dare you hit me? Go to hell you
idiots!”

Lin Yue stood up immediately and slapped
the bodyguards across their face several
times. Smack! Smack! Smack! Nothing
made Lin Yue more pleased than having
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the opportunity to avenge herself, even
though she was slapped before, all thanks
to Yu Qiang's incredible influence.

“Young Master Yu, may | ask who your
father is?” Manager Wang asked fearfully.

‘Hmph! My father is Yu Delong. He and my
mother are people from the Ping An
County’s government bureau. They knew
Assistant Manager Wang here!” Yu Qiang
said arrogantly.

Hmmm... | know about Li Zhenguo's social
network. But who is this Yu Delong to Li
Zhenguo? Why would Li Zhenguo do him a
favor? It doesn't sound right, Manager
Wang wondered curiously.

‘Hmph! So now you are afraid. You gave
me a slap just now. I'd like to settle the
score with you right now!” Lin Yue
marched menacingly toward Manager
Wang.

At the same time, Chen Hao raised from
the table with one hand in his pocket and
smiled. “"Manager Wang Biao, long time no
seel”

10
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Chapter 286 Chen Hao, Tell Me the Truth

Chen Hao did not want to see Lin Yue and
Yu Qiang continue their pretentious act, so
he decided to reveal himself.

Just now, Chen Hao suddenly remembered
the Manager Wang who stood before him
was Wang Biao, the person who was
responsible for organizing Lin Yiyi's
birthday party during her birthday.

That day, Chen Hao just had a small talk
with Wang Biao briefly because he was
busy entertaining Chen Lin. So, although
he remembered seeing Wang Biao, he did
not know him very well.

Because Chen Hao had been lying low
since this morning, Lin Yue and Yu Qiang
had grown arrogant and went too far this
time. He would let it slip if these two were
his friends, but they were not! So, Chen
Hao decided that he would not lie low
anymore and watch the pretentious duo hit
his men.

“Young Master C-Chen, it's y-you?” Wang
Biao found his heart racing rapidly when
he finally recognized Chen Hao from the
crowd; he had no choice but to prepare
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himself for any punishment ahead.

He lost his temper when he discovered
that his daughter got slapped and focused
his revenge on Lin Yue and Yu Qiang so
much that he became oblivious to other
people in the restaurant. He could not
believe Chen Hao was here, standing right
in front of him now!

Sh*t! Everything makes sense now! The
VIP is Young Master Chen! Wang Biao was
still wondering how an unimportant person
like Yu Delong would be so powerful. Li
Zhenguo did not tell Wang Biao the truth
because he was reluctant to reveal Chen
Hao's true identity. However, this had
caused a huge misunderstanding among
the staff.

“Yes. | came for a trip!” Chen Hao nodded
and smiled bitterly.

Wu Qian and the others were surprised.
What's going on? He knew Chen Hao?

"Hmph! Have you guys finished? | don't
care! You hit me, I'll hit you back!” Lin Yue
was still in rage.
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Smack! She was slapped to the ground by
Wang Biao as soon as she walked toward
him.

“Continue the beating!” With Chen Hao
covering his back, Wang Biao continued
his beating without much consideration; of
course, he first looked for a hint from Chen
Hao before he made any move. Since
Chen Hao avoided his look, it meant Chen
Hao approved of his decision to beat
those people up.

The staff, however, were very concerned
about the chaos.

Wang Biao walked toward Chen Hao
politely. “Young Master Chen, you should
have told me when you came and | would
have been here to show you around in
person so that you don't have to go
through all the trouble to call President Li.”

“It's okay. It was an unexpected incident
anyway. | noticed that they can't get in and
| don't want to stay outside and get
sunburned, so | just sent for some people
to get them in.”" Chen Hao revealed the
truth.
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“What? Chen Hao, you were the one who

got us in just now?” Wu Qian asked in
disbelief.

Wang Min was shocked too; everything
seemed to be impossible, but judging from
the interaction between Manager Wang
Biao and Chen Hao, he did seem to have
some excellent connections. Besides, the
arrogant Wang Biao even addressed him
as Young Master Chen with such respect!

Suddenly, the girls changed the way they
looked at Chen Hao. They did not pay any
attention to him at first, but who would
have thought that the true person who
helped them in was him? On second
thought, the person Yu Qiang looked for
was Assistant Manager Wang, so how was
it possible that in the end, it was the
manager who politely arranged the trip for
them?

“Young Master Chen..."” Wang Biao
hesitated to finish his sentence.

"Ah, Manager Wang, please return and wait
for me in the office. I'll have a word with
you,” Chen Hao interrupted him.
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“Yes, of course, Young Master Chen!”
Wang Biao said and left the place with his
men.

Chen Hao knew what Wang Biao wanted
to say and he finally realized the reason for
the beautiful and grand decorations
around the Hot Spring Scenic Zone. The
next day’s grand event—he guessed—
would most probably be his birthday party
organized by Wang Biao on Li Zhenguo's
order. This was probably the matter he
wanted to confirm with Wang Biao but he
could not do so in front of Wu Qian and the
others.

Chen Hao was about to leave after
glancing at the miserable Lin Yue and Yu
Qiang when Wu Qian stopped him.

“Chen Hao, don't go! Tell us what just
happened!” Wu Qian said anxiously; her
face turned pale.

Like the other girls, Wu Qian had a notion
that any single soul in the world—even
animals like dogs—could have some
extraordinary abilities that would take
people by surprise; anyone at all, except

oy
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Chen Hao!

Wu Qian would feel awful if the person
was Chen Hao. How is it possible that
Chen Hao, a person l've always looked
down on, be the one who knows a big
character like Manager Wang? Why was
that man calling Chen Hao, "Young Master
Chen'? He's just a poor loser, isn't he?
Why? Why? Maybe Chen Hao has truly
become an incredible person? Wu Qian felt
really awful as those thoughts crossed her
mind.

“What do you want me to say?” Chen Hao
asked plainly. If it was not for the sake of
Uncle Wu, do you think |, Chen Hao, will
come here with you today?

“Tell me the truth. Why did that person call
you Young Master Chen? He seems to be

very afraid of you. What's your relationship
with him?” Wu Qian asked.

“All of you just have fun here today! And
don't worry, you guys will not be turfed out
of the zone! Don't ask things that you're
not supposed to know!” Chen Hao warned
Wu Qian before he turned and left.
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When Chen Hao walked past Wang Min,
she glanced at him with a complicated
look in her eyes. It's unbelievable that he's
such a capable man. He doesn't look like
one. Wang Min shared the same thoughts
and felt the same way as Wu Qian. In fact,
she felt even worse than Wu Qian, which
made her face blush in embarrassment.
The most important question right now—
what is Chen Hao's background?

‘I don't believe it! | don't believe it at all! It
can't be the loser who got us in here! It's
Qiang! It's Qiang!” Lin Yue shouted.

Yu Qiang gritted his teeth and rang his
father immediately for a confirmation. In
the end, it was confirmed that Assistant
Manager Wang had yet to reply to his
father on the matter.

“‘Damn it! What is Chen Hao's true identity
anyway?” Wu Qian had lost her interest in
conversing with the other people, so she
followed Chen Hao out of the restaurant
hastily.

Chen Hao had reached Wang Biao's office
where he found Wang Biao already waiting
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for him inside.

‘Manager Wang, what is this event that
you'll be having here in the scenic zone?”
Chen Hao walked over and sat on the boss
chair; he looked exhausted.

Wang Biao hurried toward him with a glass
of water. “What? Young Master Chen, you
don't know about it? Tomorrow's your
birthday! It was President Li who ordered
us to organize a party for you.”

“Well, there’'s no need for it to be so grand!”
Chen Hao smiled bitterly. So they're really
organizing a party for me.

Chen Hao appreciated Li Zhenguo's
kKindness. He understood that all Li
Zhenguo wanted was for him to have a
merry and glamorous birthday celebration.
However, Chen Hao thought that having a
simple meal with about twenty close
friends would be enough to celebrate his
birthday. But Chen Hao could not say
anything anymore since they had finished
setting up everything.

He just came to Wang Biao's office for a
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rest and to keep himself cool with the air-
conditioning in the office; he felt worn out
after carrying so many bags. Whereas
Wang Biao stayed beside him quietly, not
daring to move a muscle without Chen
Hao's orders.

Bang! Suddenly, the door was pushed open
violently by someone.

“Chen Hao, | just need you to tell me the
truth! Why do you need to lie to me
anyway? Come on, spill it out! What's all
this about? What happened?” It was a girl
at the door; naturally it was Wu Qian, who
had followed Chen Hao all the way from
the restaurant.

Wu Qian saw everything clearly through
the window outside. She saw Chen Hao
marching toward the boss chair and sat on
it while the guy stood waiting at his side.

Damn it! Wu Qian was very anxious, eager
to know about the truth.

9
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“Damn it, Wu Qian, you are so irritating.
What are you doing?” Chen Hao couldn't
help but say as he jumped in shock.

"What tone is that, Chen Hao? I'm just
concerned about you. | know you hit the
lottery, but | don't know how much you got.
| just want to tell you that people like you
are very simple. In society, you are equal to
a fool, so even if you land in a lot of money,
you still need to be careful so as not to fall
into others’ traps, or else you'll still end up
poor!” Wu Qian scolded.

It was true; if Chen Hao received a large
sum of money, he might need to invest in
the scenic spot. Wu Qian could not think of
any other likelihood. On top of that, he felt
very uncomfortable on the inside.

After she finished scolding, Wu Qian left
the place, full of anger.

“This little girl, if she knew who | really am,
that would be a disaster.” Chen Hao smiled
bitterly.

He let Wang Biao get back to work as he
threw a glance around his office; Chen Hao
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was also planning to leave. He definitely
wouldn't be with Wu Qian, and she didn't
want to be with him now anyway.

Right at this moment, there was a sudden
knock on the office door.

“Assistant Manager Wang, I've brought the
newcomers to report to you.” It was a clear
and beautiful female voice.

The moment he heard the female voice,
Chen Hao was slightly startled. Then, he
said, “Come in.”

The door opened slowly with a click and a
girl with long hair and a good figure walked
in. She was dressed in office wear and had
a document folder in her arms, and behind
her was another similarly beautiful girl.

“Manager Wang, | am..." The first girl took
the initiative to introduce herself, but when
she saw the person in front of her properly
and was about to continue speaking, the
words were stuck in her throat.

When Chen Hao saw the two people in
front of him, he had an embarrassed
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expression.

"Y-Young Master Chen, it's you! |-| didn't
know that you would be here.” The girl
suddenly blushed and bowed her head,
ashamed; she didn't dare to look at Chen
Hao's face.

“Xueqing and Shihan? Why are you in Xiao
Quan City? Weren't you in Ping An
County?” The girls before him were
obviously Jiang Xueqging and Li Shihan,
which caused Chen Hao some
embarrassment.

The time when he discovered the unworthy
workers in the company, Jiang Xueqing
had learned of his identity. Meanwhile, Li
Shihan saw the sales document and
learned of his identity.

Previously, something had happened
between him and Jiang Xueqing and Li
Shihan. However, back during high school
days, he was very close to both girls. For
him, Jian Xueqing even fought with Li
Wenyang who always beat and bullied
Chen Hao.
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The truth was that his high school days
were dark, but because of Jiang Xueqing
and Li Shihan, Chen Hao quite enjoyed his
high school life.

Although many people looked down on
him, there were still people who treated
him sincerely. This was also why even
after so much had happened, Chen Hao
was still sentimental toward the two girls.
Although they no longer had the
relationship they used to have, Chen Hao
was not being too unkind.

“Young Master Chen, I'm now working in
the Human Resources Department now.
Shihan just joined the company. And since
tomorrow is your birthday, the company
sent over a few good-looking girls to
escort you."

Right, Jiang Xueqing and Li Shihan even
knew when Chen Hao's birthday was.
However, he felt that something was
weird.

“So that's the case. Uh, Wang Biao went to
decorate the venue.” Chen Hao could not
stay lying down, so he stood up to speak
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to them; the atmosphere was very
awkward.

“Oh right, Shihan, why are you looking for a
job? What about Ding Hao?" Chen Hao
asked. Although Chen Hao and Li Shihan
had a history, all that was in the past and
there were no more feelings.

“When Ding Hao found out that you are
Young Master Chen, he was so shocked
that he didn’t leave the house for a few
days. Besides, he knows of our previous
relationship. Therefore..." Li Shihan could
not continue with her explanation.

From the looks of it, the matter of Li
Shihan coming looking for a job was
somewhat related to him.

Chen Hao smiled, embarrassed, then said,
“But | didn't expect the both of you to
spend my birthday with me, I'm
embarrassed to do that. Haha, come to
think about it, the best birthday | had
during high school was in the canteen.”

When Li Shihan and Jiang Xueqing heard
this, they remembered the incident too.

oy
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During their high school days, nobody
wanted to hang out with Chen Hao, and
nobody cared about his birthday.

During the summer holiday after the
university entrance exam, when they went
back to school to get their high school
certificates, that day happened to be Chen
Hao's birthday. So, Li Shihan suggested to
Jiang Xueqing that they celebrate his
birthday at the canteen.

At that time, the Sophomore military
training had already started. Li Shihan and
Jiang Xueqging—Chen Lin too, because
Chen Lin had a good relationship with Li
Shihan—half-heartedly celebrated Chen
Hao's birthday. They even bought Chen
Hao quite a big birthday cake. That was
the first time in his life that Chen Hao ate
cake.

He was very touched; so, he affirmed Li
Shihan and Jiang Xueqing as his friends.

But after that... Everybody knew what
happened.

When university started, Chen Hao stayed

6
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in contact with Li Shihan and Jiang
Xueqing. However, they eventually stopped
replying to his messages.

Two years later, Chen Hao saw Li Shihan
at Jin Ling; he was very happy.

Li Shihan admitted to herself that she
would never forget the moment she
bumped into Chen Hao. He really wanted
to talk to her, but she thought that he was
embarrassing and so she tried to avoid
him.

Later, she humiliated him over and over
again. There were even a few times when
she went over the line, and even physically
harmed him.

However, Chen Hao still helped her and
didn't hate her. It was only after she went
overboard that Chen Hao slowly became
cold toward her.

As for Jiang Queqing, when she met Chen
Hao, the truth was that she looked down
on him. Because she was trying to be
polite, she entertained and joked with him.
However, Chen Hao actually thought that



Chapter 287 The Reporting of the Two Newcomers

she was sincere. He even invited her to
attend a student gathering together as his
partner.

The fact was she already had plans with Li
Wenyang that day. So, for the whole day,
Jiang Xueqing felt uneasy, because Li
Wenyang had beaten Chen Hao up badly in
school and Chen Hao didn't dare to
retaliate. The worst was when he used a
stool to smash Chen Hao's back on a
podium; he was Chen Hao's sworn enemy.
As Chen Hao's previous friend, she
unexpectedly had such a good relationship
with Li Wenyang; Chen Hao was so
disappointed back then.

Now that they knew that Chen Hao was
the super wealthy Young Master Chen, Li
Shihan and Jiang Xueqing were
exceptionally ashamed.

Both of them happened to think at the
same time that Chen Hao had changed,
that he was not the old Chen Hao
anymore. However, the reality was that
Chen Hao was still the old Chen Hao; he
never changed, but the ones who did
change were them.
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Chapter 288 An Encounter with Someone of the Jiang Family

“Chen Hao, sorry..." Li Shihan and Jiang
Xueqing said at the same time. They both
looked ashamed.

“It's nothing!” Chen Hao merely smiled
faintly. Although Chen Hao treated them
well now, the truth was that their
relationship was nothing compared to
what it used to be. Now, Chen Hao only
treated them as acquaintances, nothing
else.

Li Shihan and Jiang Xueqging understood
Chen Hao's hidden meaning. Yes, they
could never go back to what they used to
be. In their hearts, they felt pain; if only
they maintained their relationship with
Chen Hao, their situation today would be
great.

After that, Chen Hao did not say much to
them anymore.

Seeing that it was already the afternoon,
he decided to get ready to leave. By the
time he was ready to leave, Wu Qian, that
crazy girl was missing. She must have left
a long time ago.
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Chen Hao couldn’t possibly walk home, so
he drove one of the company’s Audi A6
home.

Once he reached the door, Chen Hao
bumped into another familiar face. The
person was a girl holding a bag and looked
like she was trying to hail a taxi. As a
matter of fact, the girl was none other than
Wang Min.

Chen Hao had his window down. Just as
he was about to wind it back up and leave,
Wang Min saw him.

“Chen Hao?” Wang Min shouted Chen
Hao's name; it was too late for Chen Hao
10 escape.

Honestly, Chen Hao didn't have a good
impression of this girl. They were
supposed to go on a blind date, but
because she disliked him, she let her
younger sister replace her; this was a great
insult to him. That was why, from the very
beginning, Chen Hao never took the
initiative to speak a single sentence to her.

“Is there something you need?” Chen Hao



Chapter 288 An Encounter with Someone of the Jiang Family

asked coldly when he saw Wang Min walk
toward his car.

“Thank you for today. If it wasn't not for
you, we wouldn't have gone out and had
fun today. Those were my colleagues and
some of them have already left.” At that
point, there was a girl standing next to
Wang Min.

“Oh, it's alright, you don't have to thank me.
If it were for me to make the decision, |
wouldn't have let you guys in. It was Yu
Qiang who let you people in!”

Chen Hao chuckled internally; he didn't
care about giving this girl any face.
Therefore, he talked enigmatically and
without reserve.

Wang Min looked embarrassed. She knew
very clearly that because of that blind date,
there was a chasm between Chen Hao and
her. What she did had indeed crossed the
line and she felt guilty.

Originally, there was no need for her to
greet Chen Hao and humiliate herself. As a
stranger, wasn't it alright if they didn't
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speak? Wasn't that what she wanted? But
after what happened just now, the
situation had changed.

Wang Min was unwilling to let the matter
pass just like this. The way she thought
was like a lot of other girls. You are
nothing but a guy that | looked down on
and skipped over. If you spend the rest of
your life in mediocrity, accomplishing
nothing, and doing nothing, | would be very
happy. However, of all the things that could
have happened, he had to be a guy that |
rejected who turned out to be this
powerful.

This was difficult for her to accept, which
was why when she saw Chen Hao driving
the Audi without the intention of greeting
her, Wang Min felt unpleasant.

"About that incident, | apologize to you. It
was my fault,” Wang Min said as she bit
her lips.

“There is no need to apologize. The truth is
that there is no relationship between us. If
there is nothing you want, | will leave now,’
Chen Hao said lightly.
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He then stepped on the gas pedal and
sped away.

Wang Min felt embarrassed and angry; this
was the first time ever in her life to be
ignored by another guy like this. She was
so anxious that the rims of her eyes were
turning red. The issue was that he had
become capable, so capable that he no
longer cared to spare her the slightest bit
of attention.

As he passed by the center of Xiao Quan
City and Xiao Gu town, Chen Hao noticed
something odd; he noticed that there were
an unusually great number of luxurious
cars in the small town, especially in front
of the hotels.

Chen Hao didn't think much of it.

At this point of time, his phone rang. He
looked down and discovered that it was
Aunt Wu.

“‘Aunt Wu, what is it?” Chen Hao asked.

“Hao, where are you? | just saw Wu Qian
driving back here alone and she looked

oy
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unhappy. Did you two have a fight? Did she
leave you alone?” Aunt Wu asked,
sounding concerned.

“No, it's nothing. | just drove my friend’s

car back. I'm on the way now,” Chen Hao
said to keep Aunt Wu from worrying too
much.

“That’s good. Oh, that's right. On your way
back from town, can you buy me a bag of
rice? So we can save Uncle Wu a trip,” Aunt
Wu said.

“No problem!”

Chen Hao found a nearby supermarket and
went in to buy two bags of rice, peanut oil
and such-like. Speaking of which, after he
came back, he gave Uncle Wu money but
he refused. So, the least he could do was
to buy Uncle Wu these daily necessities.
Therefore, he ran a few rounds and even
bought a few boxes of milk and good wine,
Eight Treasure Congee, and other
products.

He opened the trunk and stuffed it until it
was full.

6
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“Chen Hao?" On his last trip, Chen Hao
was carrying a high pressure cooker and
walking out of the supermarket when
suddenly, the door of the hotel next door
opened, and a girl shouted unexpectedly.

Chen Hao turned his head to look.

“Damn, Jiang Ranran, why did you come to
our town?” The girl before him was really
Jiang Ranran.

Chen Hao really didn't expect this after
what happened at the Jiang residence the
last time. Chen Hao thought that they
wouldn't meet again.

After all, Chen Hao was bitterly
disappointed. Even that time when
something happened to Jiang Weidong
and he knew that his father always
reminded him to help, but he did not
bother to reach out a hand. When Jiang
Ranran called him, he didn't even answer
ner call, which was what made the
meeting even more awkward.

“Yes, we just reached here. | was about to
go and buy something and didn't expect to
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see you here.” Jiang Ranran was still
friendly to Chen Hao. She even walked
over and obviously wanted to chat with
him.

“We? Who else?” Chen Hao asked.

“My parents, and also my father’s
colleagues are coming too,” Jiang Ranran
said in a low voice.

“Oh?” Chen Hao nodded.

What was so fun about this little town?
Why did so many people come here to
enjoy themselves? However, Chen Hao
didn't want to chat with Jiang Ranran
anymore, so he didn't ask further.

“Yeah, Chen Hao, do you still live at
home?” Jiang Ranran asked.

“Uh huh, where else would | stay?”

“Uh, speaking of that, I've never been to
your house. When we were young, you
always came over to my house,” Jiang
Ranran said with a smile.

L0
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"Alright, if there’s nothing else, I'll make a
move first. | have to rush home to cook.”
Chen Hao deviated from Jiang Ranran’s
topic of conversation.

Jiang Ranran could tell that Chen Hao
didn't want to chat with her. However, the
more Chen Hao wanted to ignore her, the
more she wanted to chat with him. She
thought, Am |, Jiang Ranran, not worth
anything to you?

“That's right, Chen Hao, your electric
pressure cooker has only one cable. Why
not buy another one just in case? The
electricity supply in the village is unstable
and cases of burnt cables are common,”
Jiang Ranran added.

‘| overlooked this. Thank you!” Chen Hao
smiled and thought that it would have
been great if only Jiang Ranran behaved
like this back then. Immediately, he turned
around to go back to buy the cable.

“Hey, why don't you put the cooker into the
car and I'll buy the cable for you.”

As soon as Jiang Ranran said this, she
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walked into the supermarket. Not long
after that, she walked out again with a
cable for Chen Hao.

“Ran, what are you doing?” Suddenly, a
middle aged person’s voice could be heard
coming from the door of the hotel.
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A middle aged couple, along with another
middle aged couple and a teenager walked
over. They coincidentally caught sight of
Jiang Ranran talking to Chen Hao. Then
and there, the leading middle aged person
called out to her coldly and walked over
right away. Naturally, this middle-aged
person was Jiang Weidong.

“Dad, what are you doing? I'm helping
Cheng Hao buy some things,” Jiang
Ranran said ruefully.

“What? You are even buying things for
him? Hmph! | wouldn't even give the things
that | have to throw away to him!” Jiang
Weidong snatched the cable and threw it
onto the ground.

Last time, Jiang Weidong humbled himself
and asked Chen Hao for help in making
connections. However, Chen Hao didn't
entertain him at all; that pissed Jiang
Weidong off right away.

“That’s right, Ran, didn't | tell you to stop

talking to him? What is it with you, child?
Don't you remember?” Tang Lan said as

she walked over and threw a look of
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disdain at Chen Hao.

“Uncle Jiang, who is this?” the teenager
asked as he approached them.

“He'’s the son of somebody | used to know
in this town of Xiao Gu,” Jiang Weidong
said with a faint smile.

“Jiang, why does it look like you have a
misunderstanding with the young man?”
said another middle aged person.

They were all there for a group tour. Other
than that, they had another goal and that
was to matchmake their kids. Now he saw
that Ran and this young stranger were
fond of each other and noticed that his
son was concerned about this, that was
why the middle-aged person asked the
question.

"Hehe, Director Wang, this is more than a
simple misunderstanding. This person has
no manners at all. The last time Jiang
went looking for him for help, he
immediately ran away and we ended up
making the trip in vain,” Tang Lan said
angrily.
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“Hmph, Ran, go back. Next time, if | catch
you speaking to these worthless people,
don't blame me for getting angry at you!”
Jiang Weidong reprimanded coldly.

As soon as he said this, he stepped on the
cable that Jiang Ranran just bought, which
was on the ground.

“‘Mr. Jiang!” Chen Hao couldn't help but
open his mouth at this time. Of course,
this Chen Hao would no longer call him
‘uncle’ or any other similar terms.

"Hmph, what is it?” Jiang Weidong said
coldly.

“Previously, | donated half a million to you
as a favor. If you treat me like this and the
word gets out, the effect on you might not
be good. Other than that, Aunty Tang said
that last time you looked for me, the trip
was in vain. Did you, Mr. Jiang, forget that
the year | was entering high school, my
dad and | waited for three or four hours
below your house just to see you? But at
the end of the wait, you got rid of us with a
single sentence. So what's this? Now that
you took the trip in vain, it had become my
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fault?” Chen Hao retorted.

"Hmph, what do you mean? Jiang was
busy and didn't have the time to entertain
you and your father. Looking at the
situation now, the choice to ignore you at
that time was right. You are useless!” Tang
Lan scolded.

"Hmm, this misunderstanding is really
inconvenient. At first, | thought this village
boy could take us sightseeing and be our
tour guide. Looking at the situation now,
that is not an option.” The teenager smiled
with a hint of scorn.

“Become our guide? With our status, even
if we were to hire someone, it would be a
professional. Hmph!” When another
woman saw how much Tang Lan and
Jiang Weidong hated this person, she
started hating him and talking to him with
a harsh attitude too.

Chen Hao did not get angry. Instead, he
smiled lightly. “Okay, we'll talk about this
another time, Mr. Jiang. See you again!”
Then, Chen Hao drove away immediately.
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The moment Chen Hao sped away, the
teenager realized that the Audi A6 actually
belonged to Chen Hao.

‘Damn, that guy drives such a luxurious
car?” The teenager was shocked. He really
didn't expect that to have ridiculed Chen
Hao just now when he himself could not
even afford an Audi.

“What's so great about that? One look and
you'll know that it's second-hand. Based
on my estimation, he won't be able to
afford a new one now. Seeing him really
affected our mood,” Tan Lan said.

"Hmph, let’s not talk about him anymore.”
Jiang Weidong snorted.

By the time Chen Hao worked through his
frustration, he had already reached home.

When he was at the front of his house, he
noticed that there were many cars stopped
in front of Uncle Wu's house.

It seemed like his eldest, second and third
brother were all back. Chen Hao honked a
few times; he wanted help moving all the

oy
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things.

Coincidentally, there were a few people
standing in the yard. When they saw the
Audi, they all stood up to look out of
curiosity. Uncle Wu and Aunt Wu also
came out soon. When Chen Hao opened
the car door, they were all surprised.

“Chen Hao? Why are you driving an Audi?”
Uncle Wu's first daughter-in-law, Luo Ning,
was stunned. If that Audi really belonged
to him, that would make him even better
off than her own son!

“Huh, look at this Audi, it looks like a
second-hand car.” Wu Feng's expression
didn’'t look too good either. He drove a car
that cost only two hundred thousand and
Chen Hao was now driving an A6, so of
course that made him feel uneasy, which
was why he said that. He even kicked the
Audi’s tyres a few times. With a look that
suggested that he was experienced in this
matter, he added, “Don’t be too excited.
There are many of these second-hand cars
that are refurbished as new cars. If you
find someone you know, you can get one
for only over a hundred thousand. Once,

b



Chapter 289 The Day Before the Birthday Feast

my friend advised me to buy a second-
hand Audi to drive because it'll look good,
but | refused to. Hehe, only poor people
need to drive cars like these to show off.”

“Yes, Feng is right. Only rich bosses can
drive Audis,” chimed in another teenager,
whose name was Wu Jie; it seemed like he
was finally back home.

“You all have misunderstood this, this is
not my car. | borrowed it for a few days.”
Chen Hao smiled faintly.

"Huh, | thought you made a lot of money
and bought yourself a car. So it turns out
that it was borrowed!” Uncle Wu's
daughter-in-laws relaxed and smiled with
contempt.

Chen Hao looked around and didn't see
Wu Qian. He didn't know why she wasn't
there but he didn't pursue the topic.

“Uncle Wu, | bought these things for you.
Let's move it all in.” Chen Hao looked at

Uncle Wu.

"Goodness, why did you spend so much
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again? You bought so many things!” Aunt
Wu said angrily. She accused Chen Hao of
wasting money.

“It's nothing. All these are daily necessities
and didn't cost much. You can use this
high pressure cooker to stew some pork
bone soup to drink. It's good for your
health.” Chen Hao smiled. As for the
mockings that the others had for him,
Chen Hao ignored them all.

“Huh, what brand is this high pressure
cooker? How much did you spend?” Sun
Hongxia, Uncle Wu's second daughter-in-
law took a look and questioned him with a
sour expression.

“Not much. Slightly over five hundred,”
Chen Hao said.

“Erhem, then this cooker is nothing
compared to the ones Wu Feng got from
his company. That cooker cost us nothing
at all since he got it from his workplace in
a public institution. Things that you don't
have to spend on are nicer to use!” Zhang
Xiqi, Uncle Wu's third daughter-in-law, was
showing off now about Wu Feng.
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“Wu Qian is not bad either. She brings back
these peanut oil, squid, fish and other
stuff. The company gives those products
out once every two months. We can't finish
them and they're all piled up at our home!
Why pay for these things? It's too much!”
Sun Hongxia was not backing off either.
“That’s right, Qian’s colleague invited her
for dinner tonight. She would have
someone treating her to dinner almost
everyday, so she barely eats at home
anymore, which was why we don't need all
these..”

The group of people started chirping away;
nobody came over to help Chen Hao move
the things. In the end, it was Uncle Wu and
Aunt Wu who helped him to move the
things into the house.

“Oh, right...” It was only after they entered

the house when Chen Hao remembered
that he had something to tell them.
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Chapter 290 Chen Hao's Birthday

"Right, tomorrow is my birthday, but | won't
be spending it at home. | made a
reservation at a restaurant. Do you have
the time to attend?” Chen Hao asked.

In the past years, it was always Uncle Wu
and Aunt Wu who celebrated his birthdays
with him, so naturally, this year was no
exception. But out of habit, Chen Hao still
had to invite them.

“Ahem, we don't have the time. Tomorrow,
Wu Feng and the rest are working. We
don't have the time to celebrate your
birthday with you,” Zhang Xigi said lightly.

“Exactly. Furthermore, Chen Hao, if you
want to celebrate your birthday, just eat at
home. Why did you have to go ahead and
celebrate in a hotel? Really, are you
forgetting who you really are just after you
got yourself a little extra money?” Sun
Hongxia said coldly too.

Chen Hao used to be poor and everybody
looked down on him; but now that he was
suddenly rich, they had trouble accepting
it, which was why they were meaner than
they used to be.
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“We are all busy. If you want to celebrate
then celebrate it yourself,” said Uncle Wu's
sons.

Suddenly, the eldest son received a phone
call.

"Hi, how are you, President Wang? What?
Congratulations! Alright, the day after
tomorrow, our whole family will definitely
be there. No, we're not busy at all. We
should be able to complete everything by
tomorrow, and then we'll be free. Haha!”
The eldest son finished speaking and
happily hung up the phone.

“What is it?” Luo Ning asked.

“The day after tomorrow is President
Wang's eight-years-old son’s birthday. He
wants me to go. We will definitely be
there!”

"Huh? But, don't you have an important
Chamber of Commerce meeting to
attend?”

"Huh, I'll reschedule that. It's President
Wang's son’s birthday. | will have to
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reschedule everything,” the eldest son said
emotionally.

“Uncles, let’s eat first. Tomorrow, | have
something to do, so | have to rest earlier
tonight. | have to do some planning
because Section Manager Jiang will be
taking a look at our work tomorrow,” said
Wu Feng at this point; he was a man of a
governmental organization, so of course
he would have something to work on the
next day.

“Hasn't Section Manager Jiang arrived
already? | thought you were going to treat
him to a meal tonight? Although he is now
a section manager, he used to be a
powerful character. He has a lot of
connections in Ping An County!” chimed in
the third brother with some pride.

“It's a pity that he's not free tonight. His
schedule has been fully packed since a

long time ago.”

Everybody started talking one after
another.

Based on the conversation, Chen Hao
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guessed that this Section Manager Chief
should be Jiang Weidong, but he did not
say anything.

Since everybody was busy, Chen Hao
didn't insist on the invitation; it was alright
because everybody was busy.

After a quick word in Uncle Wu's house,
Chen Hao soon left because Su Tongxin
had given him a call.

“Chen Hao, happy birthday!” said Su
Tongxin from the other end of the call.

“It's not my birthday yet. Why are you
wishing me happy birthday so early?” Chen
Hao smiled and said as he lay on his bed.

“I'm greeting you now, and I'll greet you
again at midnight. This is what happens
when | can't be back home. Right, Chen
Hao, in two days’ time when you're free,
can you come to me? | am now at the
television station. Today, I've become a
new trainee reporter. | can finally do what |
want to do!” announced Su Tongxin

happily.
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Su Tongxin had told Chen Hao about the
matter of her applying to become a trainee
reporter before this. Chen Hao didn't
expect her to have passed the exam, but
he was quite happy for her.

"Alright, I'll meet you in two days’ time for a
proper celebration!” replied Chen Hao with
a smile on his face.

"Alright, but nothing is certain yet. | have a
little holiday in a few days’ time and we'll
see then. How do you plan to spend your
birthday tomorrow?”

Chen Hao and Su Tongxin then continued
chatting about his birthday. After they
finished chatting, Su Tongxin wanted to
shower, so she hung up the phone. As
soon as the line disconnected, his phone
rang again.

This time, it was Qin Ya who had called.
“Chen Hao, isn't it your birthday
tomorrow?” asked Qin Ya as soon as the

line connected.

Chen Hao grunted.

oy
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“Huh, why didn't you call me over? I've
been waiting the whole day today for your
call. If it wasn't for me calling you now, I'm
sure you wouldn’t have bothered to ring
me up. You've forgotten about me, haven't
you?”

‘| didn't. It's just that I'm in my hometown,
so there will only be a simple celebration,”
Chen Hao explained.

The truth was that Chen Hao really didn't
plan on spending time with Qin Ya, even
though he knew that Qin Ya treated him
very well; Chen Hao only wanted to be with
Su Tongxin now. He wouldn't want to be
with anyone else, so to keep his relation
with Qin Ya ambiguous like this would be
an inconvenience. On top of that,
something happened between him and Qin
Ya at his place previously, which was why
Chen Hao didn't feel that it was
appropriate for her to come over to his
place again.

“No matter if you're inviting me or not, | will

be over at your place tomorrow! Unless, if
you say that we are no longer friends!”

b
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In a room of a mansion, Qin Ya leaned
against the headboard of her bed and was
talking on the landline telephone.

In the end, Chen Hao helplessly nodded his
head and agreed. Then, he gave an excuse
of being busy and then hung up the phone.

"Huh, son of a b*tch, why is he so
heartless toward me!” said Qin Ya as she
put down the phone with a slightly
disappointed expression.

Initially, she thought that Chen Hao would
take the initiative and call her over, but he
didn't do it. If she didn't make the phone
call just now, he would not have called her
at all. Over this period of time, she would
sometimes look for Chen Hao for a chat.
Each time, he was cold and would only
answer with short and simple replies,
which made Qin Ya feel uncomfortable;
the more uncomfortable she felt, the more
she thought of it.

Dong, dong, dong... At this time, the
doorbell of her room sounded.

“Ya, are you asleep? Your dad and | have
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something we want to talk to you about,”
Qin Ya's parents asked.

“Dad, mum, I'm not asleep. Both of you
come right in.”

Next, her parents walked in. However, Qin
Ya's father’s face at that time was gloomy.

“Ya, this is something that we know you
don't want to hear. However, the Qin family
in Yan Jing city is coming down hard on
us. They want you to get engaged to one
of the three young masters of the Long
family in Yan Jing. There really is no other
way. Last time, Young Master Chen Hao
helped us to solve our economic problem.
However, the Qin Family is exerting
pressure and we really have no choice. We
cannot keep asking Young Master Chen
Hao for help. So, what do you think about
marrying into the Long family?” Qin Ya's
father asked.

Qin Ya's mother also sighed and said,
“Although that year we had already broken
off our relationship with the Qin family,
they still have a lot of influence over us.
Don’t blame your dad because he has no
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choice. He has to think for the sake of the
company, your uncles and all of the
employees in our family.”

“Dad, can't you think of any other way? We
can still beg Chen Hao for help and I'm
sure that he will definitely help me!” Qin Ya
replied with her eyes red.

Qin Ya's father sighed. “Hmm, although
Young Master Chen Hao is indeed very
powerful, the Jin Ling Commercial Group
only has influence within Jin Ling city. But
over there in Yan Jing city, the Qin and
Long family have large enterprises too!”
Her father then added, "On top of that, the
three young masters from the Long family
might come here tomorrow. You stay at
home and get ready. Just meet them. If
your impression of them is terrible, it still
won't be too late to think of another
solution!”

"‘No way, I'm busy tomorrow. It's Chen
Hao's birthday and | want to celebrate it

with him!” Qin Ya answered angrily.

“‘No way, you are not going anywhere.
Don't cause Young Master Chen Hao

9
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anymore trouble over this matter. Why
can't you be a little more understanding,
girl?” With that, Qin Ya's father dragged Qin
Ya's mother out of the room right away.

Qin Ya was so anxious that she was about
to cry...

Back to Chen Hao's side, he woke up at a
little past six o'clock in the morning the
next day. Last night, he gave Li Zhenguo a
call. Since they might arrive early, Chen
Hao decided to tidy up his house first,
since they were going to celebrate his
twenty-second birthday.

At this moment, a girl entered the house
from the door. “Chen Hao, my mum told
me that you were back a long time ago.
I've looked for you a few times, but you
weren't home every time | came over."

Rate the Translation to Get 2 Pearls.
u Wait! | Have Something to Say!

ﬁi‘ Send a Gift to the Writer!

10



Chapter 291 Junior High School Friends

“Li Xiaoling?” Chen Hao couldn't help but
smile when he saw the qirl.

Li Xiaoling grew up with Chen Hao, Li Xiao,
and the rest of them. Come to think about
it, she was probably from the same Li clan
as Li Xiao, so she was practically his
sister. However, Li Xiaoling came from a
family that was reasonably well off; her
family owned shops in the town, selling
cakes and pastry, which was why she
often stayed in town and rarely went back
home.

On top of that, at that time, Chen Hao and
Li Xiao were both poor, so they didn't dress
well. Therefore, Li Xiao rarely hung out
with Chen Hao and Li Xiao. Although they
were classmates in elementary school,
they rarely talked with each other. As a
result, she was not that close with the both
of them, unlike Wu Qian.

It was during their junior high school years
when they got close with each other.
Coincidentally, Li Xiaoling ended up in the
same class as Li Xiao and Chen Hao.

During the first and second year of junior



Chapter 291 Junior High School Friends

high school, she didn't talk much to Chen
Hao and Li Xiao, but in their third year,
something happened.

Li Xiaoling quarelled with another girl, and
the quarrel was very heated. Then, that girl
asked a few hooligans from their year to
cause Li Xiaoling trouble,; after school, they
blocked Li Xiaoling on her way back home
and wanted to teach her a lesson.

When Li Xiao and Chen Hao saw this, they
pulled Li Xiaoling away. Chen Hao wasn't
really well-known at that time, but Li Xiao
was known for fighting in school, which
was why that group of people didn't dare
to do anything to Li Xiaoling. So, that was
how they rescued Li Xiaoling.

Since then, Li Xiaoling treated Chen Hao
and Li Xiao very well and they became
friends; she even secretly bought Li Xiao
cigarettes and brought steamed sponge
cakes for Chen Hao to eat.

For her high school years, she entered No.
3 High School, which was the school that
was ranked the lowest in the entire county.
Besides, during their high school days,
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they didn't own cell phones. As a result,
they couldn't contact each other very
often; all they could do was to gather
during Chinese New Year for chit-chats.

“When did you get back? And why didn't
you send me a QQ message?” Li Xiaoling
said grudgingly.

“I've been back for a few days, but I've
been wandering around in town. | was
about to ask Li Xiao for your phone
number,” Chen Hao replied with a smile.
This was the truth; these were the people
who were going to spend his birthday with
him.

‘Hmph, at least you didn't forget me. Oh
right, haven't you been reading the group
chat messages for our junior high school
gang? Uh, | forgot, you aren't in the group,
are you? Today is our classmate Chen
Chao's birthday. He realized that our class
had not gathered in a long time. Therefore,
he wants to use his birthday as an
opportunity for everyone to gather. Also,
our junior high school class teacher and
the English teacher will be there. Will you
accompany me?” asked Li Xiaoling.
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“Mr. Wang will be there too? | thought he
retired this year?” Li Xiaoling mentioned
Chen Chao, but Chen Hao had nearly
forgotten that name. On the other hand,
Chen Hao still had fresh memories of the
class teacher, Mr. Wang Changqgui; he was
an especially kind teacher that taught
Mandarin.

At that time, Chen Hao's family was poor
and he couldn't afford to pay for the
textbooks. Twice, Mr. Wang forked out his
own money to pay for Chen Hao. There
was another time when it was raining
heavily and Chen Hao didn't have an
umbrella, so Mr. Wang sent him home in
his car. These scenes were still fresh in his
memory.

During his first two years in university,
every time his parents sent him money,
Chen Hao would save some money so that
he could buy something, no matter if it
was expensive or not, as gifts for Mr.
Wang when he went back home for
Chinese New Year. However, during the
next two years of university, he had
problems even with paying his school
fees. He was financially difficult during
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that time, which was why he could no
longer afford to do so.

‘| heard that Mr. Wang got seriously ill last
year. Is he alright?” Chen Hao asked.

"He recovered a long time ago. Otherwise,
how would he attend Chen Chao’s birthday
feast?” Li Xiaoling continued, “Don't ask
anymore. When you show up you will find
out. Mr. Wang spoke greatly of you and Li
Xiao, so if you go, he will definitely be very
happy. Speaking of which, we must meet
at eight o'clock. Mr. Wang will definitely go
there early because he wants to spend
more time chatting with us.”

“Oh that’s good then. However, | have no
time to attend this gathering,” Chen Hao
said sadly.

“Huh? You're busy? Tsk, don't worry. This
time, Chen Chao will be paying for the
feast. Even if we were to pay separately,
you can still rely on me.” It was as if Li
Xiaoling could see through Chen Hao's
thoughts.

But of course, this wasn't about money; it

oy
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was because Chen Hao wanted to
celebrate his own birthday. Li Xiaoling
probably would not have minded if he
rejected her invitation, but the problem
was that since she had already informed
him about the party, he would feel bad not
attending the party knowing that Mr. Wang
would be there also.

“Yes, | really don't have time today. |
originally wanted to invite you to celebrate
my birthday with me,” Chen Hao said.
“What about this? What if | go and show
my face, say a few words to Mr. Wang,
then come back?”

“Huh? You want to celebrate your
birthday? This is awkward... Alright, why
don't we do it this way? We go together,
say hi to Mr. Wang and the rest, chat for a
little, and then we'll both come back and
celebrate your birthday. What about Li
Xiao? Have you informed him?” Li Xiaoling
was quite loyal to her friend.

“I have informed him, but he'll only be here
near noontime. He just started a business
and has not had the time to recruit
workers yet, so he's very busy,” Chen Hao

b
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answered.

“Okay then,” Li Xiaoling said. Then, she
sighed and continued in an envious tone,
“Li Xiao has become quite the person
nowadays. Last time, my dad looked down
on his family, but just yesterday, my father
brought presents to their house for them.”.

Chen Hao didn't answer and only nodded
his head.

With their appointments scheduled, they
noticed that it would be eight o'clock soon.

Chen Hao and Li Xiaoling then rushed to
the restaurant in town. Chen Hao lived in
an area in the middle of the town.
Therefore, it was only a short distance to
the town’s main street, so the both of them
walked there.

By the time they arrived, there were quite a
number of their ex-junior high school
friends in front of the restaurant who were
gathered around in groups and chatting
away; when old classmates gathered like
this, they would surely have felt an
indescribable sense of familiarity with
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each other as they talked about how they
were doing of late, or to reminisce about
the past.

“Hey guys, look! Xiaoling is here!” Some of
their classmates pointed at Chen Hao and
Li Xiaoling.

“Huh, that's Chen Hao? Damn, even Chen
Hao is here today?”

“Hahaha, yes. | thought Chen Hao
disappeared. | didn't think that we'd see
him at this gathering.”

Someone else sighed and chimed in, “I
heard that Chen Hao had a hard time in
university. He couldn't even pay for his
school fees. Someone told me that once,
he went to Jin Ling to eat with his friends
and bumped into Chen Hao, who was
doing the dishes in the back of the kitchen.
He couldn't even bring himself to say 'Hi'!"

“Hehe, since he had no money, he'd have to
do any job.”

When everybody saw Chen Hao, they
started giggling and chatting with each

L0
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other. Among them was a girl who looked
exceptionally graceful, who was chatting
with a few other girls. She heard someone
talking about Chen Hao, so she gave a
slight shudder and turned to look at Chen
Hao with a slight blush on her face.

"Hehe, Wang Xue, didn't you use to date
Chen Hao? | remember that you used to
date him!” a girl said as she covered her
mouth.

“Nonsense. Since when did we date each
other?” Wang Xue blushed even harder.

The girl answered back, “You two were
definitely together. | remember that you
fwo used to write letters to each other.
Also, you and Chen Hao were pretty close
with each other.”

‘| didn't!” Wang Xue said softly.

"Admit it. Don't you remember the reason
behind that incident where Li Xiao stabbed
someone was because... Erhem. Okay ['ll
stop talking!” It was as if the girl realized
that she brought up something bad, so she
felt embarrassed and hurriedly shut up.

9
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Wang Xue didn't say anything else.
“Oh yeah, Wang Xue. You and that guy
Chen Hao, are you two still dating?” asked

a girl.

“We haven't been with each other since a
long time ago...” Wang Xue blushed.

Then, along with the other girls, Wang Xue
raised her head to look at Chen Hao,
whom she had not seen in six years.
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When Chen Hao walked over, he greeted
his classmates one by one. But when he
saw Wang Xue, he felt quite awkward.

Yes, Wang Xue was Chen Hao's girlfriend...
No, ‘girlfriend’ wasn't the correct term, but
their relationship was the type that was
too ambiguous to be considered romantic
or platonic. It was because of Wang Xue
that Chen Hao was targeted by the school
bully Liu Yang, who had also caught
feelings for her. What happened next was
no secret—Wang Xue and Liu Yang got
together.

On his way here, Chen Hao had been
wondering if Wang Xue would also be
present, and how awkward it would be if
she really was. He did resent her a little,
because after all the sacrifice he and Li
Xiao made for her, she still got together
with their greatest enemy,; because of the
incident, Li Xiao had given up on his
studies in vain.

But the real reason Chen Hao felt awkward
was because he had no idea how he
should treat her. Before that incident, the
two had actually been on good terms; ever
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since that incident, the both of them never
spoke to each other, which was strange.
He'd wanted revenge but on second
thought, who Wang Xue dated was entirely
her choice, so who was he to control that
choice? That meant Liu Yang was the one
who deserved his anger, so at the moment,
Chen Hao chose to ignore Wang Xue.

"Hehe, how heartless of Chen Hao to not
greet you. And have you noticed, Wang
Xue? Chen Hao looks quite charismatic
now! Handsome too, with those stylish
clothes!” a girl teased.

Wang Xue tidied up her stray strands of
hair; it felt a little uncomfortable to hear
someone else praising Chen Hao, because
the guy was someone she'd dumped after
all. Now that things were going good for
nim, hearing that praise felt like a slap to
ner face. So, all she did was reply, “Mm
nmm, he does look good!”

“Hey, our class teacher and Miss Yang are
coming!” somebody yelled. A car stopped
in front of them and shortly after, an old
man who looked a little over sixty years
old exited the car from the back seat—he
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was Mr. Wang Changgui, their class
teacher. The driver was a mature,
attractive and charismatic young teacher
who looked to be around 27 or 28 years
old—she was their third-year English
teacher, Miss Yang Ke. She was 22 when
she taught Chen Hao's class, the type
who'd just graduated from university.
However, her young age and good looks
had helped her bond with the class quite
well.

Chen Hao merely glanced at Yang Ke with
no intention to greet her. But for Mr. Wang,
he jogged over and immediately helped
him out of the car.

“Is that you, Chen Hao?” When Mr. Wang
saw Chen Hao, his wrinkled face
immediately became surprised and
overjoyed as he seized Chen Hao by
elbow. “Where have you been these two
years, you silly boy?” he asked emotionally.

To be honest, Mr. Wang had been so
caring toward him and Li Xiao back then
and Chen Hao had never forgotten his
good deeds, so he hastily explained
himself.
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“Oh ho, what brings you here, Chen Hao?
Look at you, all dressed up! What kind of
job did you get, huh?” Meanwhile, Yang
Ke's first interaction with Chen Hao after
six long years was a dismissive glance
and a sheer.

What had happened back then was that Li
Xiao had butted heads with her, and she'd
held a grudge against both him and Chen
Hao ever since. Chen Hao had nothing to
do with the incident but as the saying
goes, ‘the friend of my enemy, is also my
enemy’, so Yang Ke made both their lives
difficult with everything she had, because
of Chen Hao's close friendship with Li
Xiao. How dare the class’ two poorest kids
go against her like this? That was the
reason Chen Hao gave her a glance and
said nothing more.

Just then, Mr. Wang said, “Chen Hao,
you're of drinking age now. Why don't you
have a nice drink with me tonight?”

“‘Mr. Wang, wait...” Chen Hao began.

"Whoa, there's so many of you today! | feel
so honored! Come, come. |'ve decorated
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the place, so why not we all continue this
conversation in the private room?” Chen

Chao said.

When he saw Mr. Wang and Yang Ke, Chen
Chao walked over and smiled. "Mr. Wang,
Miss Yang, why don’t we go inside?” When
he saw Chen Hao, Chen Chao looked
surprised but simply gave a cursory
greeting. “"Hmm? You're here too? That's
okay, let’s all go inside.”

“Xue, come over! Didn't you see our class
teacher is here?” Chen Chao called out to
Wang Xue, then took her hand when she
walked over. Some of the unknowing
classmates were shocked by this; Wang
Xue was now dating Chen Chao?

Chen Hao didn't expect it either. It felt even
more awkward for him to stay, but he
couldn't just leave now that Mr. Wang was
holding onto his arm. Maybe I'll just have a
quick talk with him, Chen Hao thought to
himself.

Once everyone was in the private room,
the conversation went in plenty of different
directions. In general, everyone updated

oy
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the others on their current life and
naturally, Chen Chao had the best life of
them all. He'd gotten a job even before
graduating high school, to work on cars
with an uncle of his. Now, with his family
wealth, he'd bought two big cars and
started a small logistics company. He
could be counted as the coolest kid in
town, which was probably why Wang Xue
chose to be with him.

“Tsk tsk tsk, Xue is so blessed to be dating
Chen Chao. She’s basically a boss’ wife
now!”

“Yeah, of course she’s blessed, since she’s
so pretty!” the others said enviously.

"Oh, wait. What are you doing now, Chen
Hao?" Chen Chao suddenly turned his
gaze upon Chen Hao and asked
tentatively. The two of them never
interacted much during junior high, but
Chen Chao did know about the
relationship between him and Wang Xue.
Naturally, as Wang Xue's current boyfriend,
Chen Chao felt threatened by Chen Hao,
who previously had a relationship with
Wang Xue, especially considering the fact

b
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that Chen Hao was dressed even better
than him. That was why he threw that
question to test the waters.

Mr. Wang also looked at Chen Hao.

“I have a little business of my own,” Chen
Hao said.

Some of the female classmates snorted
and burst out laughing. “Haha! Chen Hao,
doing business?”

“What kind of business? Selling socks at
the night market? Ha!”

“Seriously, getting into business like
everyone else is doing? No offense, Chen
Hao, but you really need to know your
place. People like you are better off getting
office jobs!” Yang Ke said, following suit
with everyone’s sneering. “It's not that |
look down on that Li Xiao, either. You two
might have good grades, but you're
doomed to lead the worst of lives once
you join the workforce. Why? Because you
two have neither the connections nor the
background. | heard that your friend, Li
Xiao is a mechanic now? Hehe, he would



Chapter 292 Memories of Junior High

never have a bright future with that as his
job!” Yang Ke smiled condescendingly.

“Actually, Miss Yang, | heard Li Xiao's made
it big. He has his own car-selling company
now!”

“Yeah, | heard that too. Apparently, he's
scored a partnership with the Dreamer
Investment Group!” someone else chimed
in.

Yang Ke felt embarrassed when she heard
that, but she still replied, “So what? Before
long, they'll withdraw their investments
and he'll still have to go back to servicing
cars!”

"Alright, alright. That reminds me, Chen
Hao. Didn't you tell Li Xiao there'd be a
gathering today?” Mr. Wang hastily
changed the subject, noticing that the
atmosphere was getting tense.

“Oh, | didn't. | haven't been in touch with
him.” Chen Hao smiled coldly as he put
down his teacup.

‘| have. Come to think of it, Chen Chao’s
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not the only one whose birthday is today!
Another classmate of ours is having his
birthday too!” a girl suddenly said.
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"Really? We have another birthday boy or
girl today?” Chen Chao said amusedly with
an eyebrow raised.

The female classmate said, “Yeah, it's Li
Kai's birthday today! Haha, I'd planned to
call Li Xiao too but he was busy, and Chen
Chao here is treating us all anyway!”

Li Kai was also a classmate of theirs in
junior high, the simpleton type that always
scored dead last in class. His family
owned a cement factory, and because he
wasn't cut out for studying, he went
straight back home to work after
graduating junior high. Right now, everyone
was looking at him.

"‘Damn, Kai. Why didn't you say it was your
birthday? This is so awkward, haha!” Chen
Chao said.

“Yeah, Li Kai! | didn't know today was your
birthday too! Come, come. Let’s all add Li
Kai on WeChat, and send him a birthday
red packet!” The other classmates
clamored in agreement.

Mr. Wang laughed. “Why do you young
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people not practice gift-giving on birthdays
anymore? | remember when | was your
age, | had to make the gifts myself! | guess
it's easier with WeChat now!”

“Of course, Mr. Wang. Birthdays, weddings,
any gift-giving occasion can be handled
with a red packet!” The girls smiled.

“Li Kai, I've added you on WeChat. Take the
red packet, yeah?”

“Got it. Thanks, everyone! Who would have
expected that my birthday is the same as
Chen Chao?” Seeing that everyone was so
nice to him, Li Kai felt overwhelmed and
kept thanking them.

“This is such a coincidence. Li Kai's
birthday may be on the same day as Chen
Chao, but let’'s not forget that today is
another person’s birthday, shall we?” Li
Xiaoling quickly said when she noticed
everyone was giving Li Kai red packets.

“Who? We don't remember!” Everyone was
confused.

“Hmph, it's Chen Hao, of course! He's got
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the same birthday as Chen Chao, so that
makes three birthday boys including Li
Kai,” Li Xiaoling said.

“Oh, so it's also Chen Hao's birthday
today!” The others nodded, but no one
spoke up after that.

“Oh, right. Chao, | heard that there's an
event over in Xiao Quan City. Let’s go there
together! My father says it's getting lively
over there.” A girl excitedly broke the
silence.

"Oh, yeah! It's really lively in Xiao Quan City.
Let’s go!” everyone one else chimed in.

“I'm definitely on board with that. How
about this? We'll start counting the cars,
Miss Yang will follow us together, and we'll
see if we can fit everyone so no one has to
call a cab!” Chen Chao suggested.

After that, they started counting. As it
turned out, the cars were enough but try as
they might, there was always one person
too many to fit in all of them.

“This is awkward. It's not worth renting
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another cab for just one person!” a girl
said.

"Ahem, then | suggest Chen Hao not go.
He's a businessman after all, so who
knows how many deals he'll miss out on if
we bring him!” a boy said with a laugh.

"Ha! That's right, it's better if Chen Hao
doesn't go!”

"Alright, then you all have fun. Mr. Wang, |
just wanted to see you today and invite
you to my birthday party, though | guess
now's not a good time. I'll see you again in
a few days. | have something to take care
of, so bye for now,” Chen Hao said to Mr.
Wang.

"Alright, then go take care of it!" Mr. Wang
replied, noticing that everyone was
mocking Chen Hao in a passive-
aggressive manner and knowing that he
couldn’t take it anymore. After that, Chen
Hao glanced at Li Xiaoling, who nodded
and left after saying a brief goodbye to Mr.
Wang.

"‘Damn, he left just like that? What did he
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mean, he only came to see Mr. Wang?
Does he even consider us classmates
anymore?” some of the girls complained
with disapproval.

“Yeah. All we did was to not give him red
packets, did he even need to say that?”

“Chen Hao, I've got to clear things up with
you. It's not that | don't want to give you a
red packet, | just dont want to add you on
WeChat. Haha!”

“Sh*t, that's too savage!” The crowd
erupted in laughter.

Teasing Chen Hao had always been their
greatest joy, so Chen Hao didn't say
anything. After all, it was so easy for him
to take them down a peg, so he couldn't
even be bothered; all he did was to leave
with Li Xiaoling.

Wang Xue shook her head as she watched
Chen Hao leave. She'd been watching him
the whole time, and thought that Chen
Chao's handling of the situation far
outshined his. She was right to have
chosen Chen Chao over him!

oy
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“It's so infuriating, Chen Hao. Listen to
what they said! And that Yang Ke is still
biased against you after all this time! |
can't handle this. If we hadn't all been on
decent terms, I'd have roasted them all on
your behalf!” Li Xiaoling's chest heaved
with anger.

“Come on, what good will all that anger do
anyway?” Chen Hao soothed her as they
walked. Within twenty minutes, they were
back at the village.

“Chen Hao, are you celebrating your
birthday at home? Should | help you cook?
Ooh, | know how to make noodles now, so
| can whip up some longevity noodles for
you,” Li Xiaoling said, as if she was still
worried about his bruised ego. It was her
who asked him to go along with her after
all. “Just forget about them. Li Xiao is
living a good life now, anyway. So if push
comes to shove, we'll both reconnect with
him and become best friends again just
like in our third year!”

"Sure, it'll be just like the old times.” Chen

Hao smiled and patted Li Xiaoling’s
shoulder. “I'm not celebrating at home this

b
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year, though. We'll have to go to Xiao Quan
City, because I've got a reservation there in
the Hot Spring Scenic Zone.”

“What, the Hot Spring Scenic Zone? Chen
Hao, you must be bluffing. Don't you know
the whole zone is booked, even the
hotels?” Li Xiaoling sputtered. "How did
you even get the reservation?”

To be honest, Chen Hao had no idea what
Li Zhenguo was thinking when he booked
all the hotels because by his estimate,
there couldn't have been more than 30
guests invited. Then again, maybe there
was something he was planning, so Chen
Hao didn't question it further and only
smiled at Li Xiaoling. “You'll see. Now,
come on. It's already past eight so we
need to hurry. | still have to pick someone

up!ll

"Are you serious? How are we going to get
there now, when the city is so far away
from here?” Li Xiaoling asked, feeling that
Chen Hao was getting stranger and
stranger.

“We're driving, of course. My car's parked
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in the alley, so I'll go drive it out. We're
going with Uncle and Aunt Wu!” Chen Hao
twirled the car keys in his hand and led her
to the alley.

When Li Xiaoling saw the car, she was
shocked. “Oh sh*t, an Audi A6? That's your
car?”

"Nah, it's the company’s. Mine will come
later.” Chen Hao smiled at Li Xiaoling's

shocked expression. “Get in the car first.
I'll go call Uncle Wu."
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After getting Uncle Wu, Aunt Wu and Li
Xiaoling, the four of them went to the Hot
Spring Scenic Zone in Xiao Quan City after
a twenty-minute drive. What Chen Hao
didn't expect was that the Hot Spring
Scenic Zone was already packed with
people, luxury cars and even hawkers and
vendors; it was like a New Year festival
being held here.

It's so lively! Chen Hao exclaimed
internally. Upon closer inspection, the
entire path from the entrance of the zone
to the hotels was covered in a red carpet
with personnel rushing about everywhere.
If it weren't for Li Zhenguo'’s car, Chen Hao
would have had trouble believing all this
was for his birthday celebration.

“Oh dear, there are so many people here.
Chen Hao, which hotel did you make your
reservation at? They must be fully booked
by now!” Li Xiaoling said with confusion.

“Yeah, Chen Hao. Let’s just settle for a
restaurant in town and if that doesn’'t work
out, Aunt Wu can always cook for you all.
It's not just crowded here, but expensive
too!” Uncle Wu said.
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“It's alright, let’s go in!” Chen Hao smiled
bitterly. At this point, there was nothing for
him to hide anymore, especially
considering that this banquet was hosted
in his honor.

He was just about to explain himself to Li
Xiaoling, Uncle Wu and Aunt Wu when Wu
Feng walked over with several young men
and women. “Grandpa? Grandma? What
are you two doing here?” he said upon
noticing them.

“Feng, why didn't you say something about
your grandparents coming? The personnel
would have been able to let them in for a
bit! After all, we're all just waiting for our
boss to come!”

“Ahem, that's because the boss came for
personal reasons. He's not here for proper
work, so how can we trouble the Zone's
personnel like this?” Wu Feng said.
"‘Besides, my own parents are just looking
around too.”

“We're here to celebrate Chen Hao's
birthday. Oh yeah, where are your
parents?” Uncle Wu said.
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"Pfft. Celebrate his birthday? Then why are
you here? The whole place is booked!” Wu
Feng sneaked a glance at Chen Hao; he
knew full well his grandparents were the
‘innocent farmer’ type, so they wouldn't be
the ones to suggest going there for the
celebration.

How nice of Chen Hao to drag these
clueless old people over for a birthday
celebration when the place was clearly
booked. This was an embarrassment to
Wu Feng, especially in front of his
colleagues.

Just then, the three Wu brothers walked
over with Wu Jie and Wu Qian. “Mum?
Dad? Why are you two here?” the eldest
asked in confusion.

Apparently, they'd already known about the
upcoming banquet that was supposedly
held in the honor of a bigshot, with
celebrity guests and everything. So,
knowing that the banquet offered a chance
for both fun and networking with

influential people, they'd practically
brought the whole family.
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"Hmph! Why else? This Chen Hao drove
them here!” Wu Feng snapped and told
them everything that just happened.

"Ha! How bold of you. Look around you,
look at where you are now! Considering
the occasion going on today, how exactly
are you going to celebrate your birthday in
the Hot Spring Scenic Zone?!” Sun
Hongxia scoffed with her arms crossed. If
Chen Hao could make it in today, then
wouldn't that make him better than her
own daughter? That would be impossible!

“Yeah, Chen Hao! | thought you'd just settle
for a restaurant in town, but here in Xiao
Quan City? You should have just told us to
bring them, instead of showing off by
yourself!” Zhang Xigi chimed in.

"Alright, stop that. It's his birthday and he
said he's treating us to dinner. You all
seem like you have nothing to do, so why
don't you join us once Chen Hao finds his
reservation?” Uncle Wu said.

“What? We're not free, Dad. Your son just
bumped into a few of his colleagues, and
we've all agreed to have dinner together.
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Why don't you join us?” Luo Ning hastily
replied, then turned to Wu Feng. “Feng, Jie,
carry on. Don't waste your time here, and
remember that once your bosses get here,
be a little more alert and responsive!”

Wu Feng and his colleagues nodded, then
glanced at Chen Hao before leaving; this
was indeed an important occasion for
them.

Wu Qian, on the other hand, had been
watching Chen Hao from the sidelines. In
the past, he would have lowered his head
out of shame in the face of those
relentless mockeries from her mother and
aunts. But ever since she'd found out his
connections to the Zone, she noticed that
he'd merely smiled his way through it all; it
was as if none of that mockery affected
him anymore.

Why was he so confident? And where did
that confidence come from? Had he really
become successful? It was this
unexplainable feeling that worried Wu
Qian. She'd already been fearful of hearing
any more good news about Chen Hao, so
she didn't even mention the events of that

oy



Chapter 294 You? Eating in There?

day to her parents. Now that Chen Hao
had swaggered up here, claiming he had a
reservation, Wu Qian was legitimately
concerned!

“Wu? Hey, it really is you!” an old, but
strong voice called out. When Chen Hao
turned to look, he saw an old man walking
over with his family of four.

“Wang! | never thought I'd see you here!”
Uncle Wu replied excitedly as Wang's
family came to greet them.

When Chen Hao saw the two people
behind the middle-aged woman, he froze—
it was Wang Min and Wang Xiao.

“I still had no idea of the result of the blind
date between those two kids the other day.
Xiao Min here wouldn't tell me either! | was
just about to ask you, what the heck is the
matter with Chen Hao? Does he think he's
too good for my daughter or something?”
Wang jokingly said.

“Dad, stop talking about that Chen Hao
guy. Maybe he thinks he's too poor for our
daughter, and that's why he backed out.

b
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Don't put him under the spotlight like this,
Wang Min's mother interrupted. Who knew
that the old man would talk about that
blind date the moment they all met up?
What was there to discuss, really? She was
certainly against this match, but her father
was acting like Wang Min was that
desperate to be married off.

“Ahem, Wang. This is Chen Hao. I've also
been wondering what happened that day!”
Uncle Wu pointed to Chen Hao.

“Wait, that’'s him?” Wang Min's mother
suddenly fell silent out of embarrassment
and merely glanced at Chen Hao twice.

Wang Xiao, on the other hand, walked right
up to him in pleasant surprise. “Chen Hao,
we meet again!”

Chen Hao gave her a faint smile. At the
sight of this, Wang Min felt embarrassed,
feeling that Chen Hao treated her sister
better than he treated herself.

‘Mum, Dad, look! Isn't that Chen Hao?" At
this moment, another girl walked over
while pointing at Chen Hao.
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“Hmph! So what if it's him? He probably
came here to broaden his horizons!” the
middle-aged man scoffed.
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Indeed, it was really Jiang Weidong, Tang
Lan, and their family. Initially, Jiang
Weidong was quite happy, but when he
saw Chen Hao, the expression on his face
instantly darkened.

As for Chen Hao, he merely threw a glance
at Jiang Weidong and the rest of them.
Previously, Chen Hao would have gone
over and greeted them, no matter how
reluctant he was. But now, he couldn't be
bothered.

“All of you come and see! There are many
grand cars!”

“Is it? It's true! My god!”

Then, the group of people started
shouting.

Next, the crowd that was initially blocking
the road all cleared a path. As for the
workers of the scenic zone, they were in
position a long time ago and were ready to
welcome the guests in the cars.

In the first grand car was a middle-aged
couple; they held hands and came out of
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the car. “Mr. Li Guohao, Mrs. Lee,
welcome!” the workers greeted them
respectfully.

“My god, it's Mr. Li Guohao and his wife.
Wow, they are the number one
philanthropist of our Jiangnan province.
They used to be the richest people in
Jiangnan province. | never thought that
they would come here!”

“Yes, it's been a long time since Mr. Lee
and his wife stopped concentrating on
their business. | heard that they are now
travelling the world. | never thought that
they would be here!”

“We rarely see them, not even on
television!”

The crowd was chatting away as they all
took their phones out to snap pictures.

“Dad, grandpa, how is it? The scene is
spectacular, isn't it? This is Mr. Li Guohao.
He used to be the richest man in Jiangnan
province.” Wu Feng, Wu Jie, and the rest of
them walked toward Chen Hao. Then, Wu
Feng made the introductions, pleased with
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himself.

It was the first time Uncle Wu saw so
much grandeur; he couldn’t help but be
astonished.

The other members of the Wang family
were also very astonished as they
watched.

Another middle-aged couple came out of
the second grand car, with their son
following behind them.

"‘Damn! This is Mr. Liang. They own a few
film studios in Hong Kong and Jin Ling
city!”

“Why are they here too0?”

“It's so spectacular. Maybe they want to
cooperate to build a film set in Xiao Quan
city?”

‘Hmmph, it's not impossible. There was
such a plan and it was made when | was
still in charge!” Jiang Weidong couldn't
help but say this proudly when he heard
the other passerby’s words.
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“Wow!" Just as the crowd was busy
discussing among themselves, there was
a sudden shout. Then, the crowd started
cheering as everybody looked toward the
newcomer.

“It's Jiang Bei’s richest man, Mr. Li Zinian!
Damn!”

The crowd looked on with respect and they
were all stunned.

“Dad, what exactly is going on today? Why
are there so many big shots here?” Jiang
Ranran was also astonished.

Jiang Weidong was an insider, so he
understood the situation. “Hehe, other
than that Young Master Chen from Jin
Ling, who else would have that kind of
reputation? Young Master Chen's family is
mysteriously powerful, so naturally they
would have such incredible connections!”
Jiang Weidong said proudly.

“What? Young Master Chen? Today is
Young Master Chen's birthday?” Jiang
Ranran asked, shocked.
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What she exclaimed started spreading
around like wildfire. A lot of people were
surprised and they shouted, “Turns out it's
Young Master Chen's birthday! No wonder.
Otherwise, why would anybody come to
this poor and secluded Xiao Quan city?”

“Right, speaking of Young Master Chen,
why isn't there any information about him
on the internet?” somebody asked
curiously.

“Of course it's because Young Master
Chen is a very modest person who likes to
keep a low profile!”

“Exactly. There are only an extremely small
number of people who know how Young
Master Chen looks!”

The crowd were busy gossiping among
themselves.

“So today is really Young Master Chen's
birthday. My guess was right!” On the Wu
family side, Uncle Wu's sons and their
wives just had a late realization.

As for Chen Hao, he stood at one side,

oy
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being squashed in the crowd and feeling
dumbfounded because he never thought
that Li Zhenguo would make such a big
deal of it. On top of that, there were so
many big shots who showed up, which
was completely unexpected. According to
the original plan, there were supposed to
be only twenty or thirty people. This was
really getting out of hand!

“All of you, quickly look! That looks like the
Governor of Jiangnan Province!”

“Damn, that’s right. The Governor is
actually here!”

At this moment, a lot of people in the
crowd were shocked.

‘Mum, | am going to take some pictures.
You all keep looking. You guys, let's go!”
Wu Feng put on a serious expression and
took out his camera to take pictures.

The crowd was cheering non-stop; the

moment a group of people entered the
place, other groups of big-shots arrived
one after another.
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Uncle Wu saw this and was very excited,
these were people one could only see on
the television after all. Furthermore, there
were famous male actors and female
stars that were present too.

The next to arrive was a blessing for the
girls, for they screamed, “Wow, so many
rich and young cute guys!” One after
another, cool Ferrari and Lamborghini
sports cars arrived; young men of Jin Ling
city’s rich families then came out one after
another, out of those cars.

“That is Young Master Huang, the adopted
orother of Young Master Chen. |'ve seen
nim online before. Although he's a little
plump, he is plump in a good looking and
cute way. Ugh, | love him to bits!”

“The most handsome one is Young Master
Bai, Bai Xiaofei. He is so tall and
handsome. My gosh, | heard that he is very
close to Young Master Chen. God, if only
he would kiss me, that's all I'd ever ask for.”

"And that one... That is...” A lot of young
little girls pushed toward the front; they
took out their phones and started taking
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pictures.

“These youngsters are so good looking
and rich. Min, Xiao, | won't ask much of
you. Just find someone with even half their
excellence, and that would be enough!”
Wang Min's mother said with envy. If only
these rich and young were her daughters,
then today would have been her day.

Biao Xiaofei, Young Master Huang, and the
rest had their hands in their pockets and
they wore sunglasses, chewing gums in
their mouth as they casually entered the
place.

They gathered at the big public square at
the entrance; according to the organizers’
intentions, they were surely getting ready
for a group shot. A lot of people gathered
around this group of big shots, greeting
them and trying to get their attention. This
angered Jiang Weidong who was standing
at one side. "Did you see that? That boy is
the one who took over my position.
Otherwise, | would have been the one to
enter the place!” Jiang Weidong jealously
said. His previous underling could now go
in the scenic zone to greet the rich
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businessmen. As for him, he could only
watch from the audience seats, so this
naturally caused Jiang Weidong to feel
uncomfortable.

At this moment, Sun Hongxia sighed and
said in an envious tone, “Look at them and
the workers of the scenic zone, they could
probably bring any of their friends and
family into the zone to enjoy themselves.
Why is it that no one in our family knows
someone working in the scenic zone?”
Looking at her daughter, Wu Qian, she
added, “Qian, double up on the efforts.
Make sure that next time there is a big
event like this, | can go in and experience it
too.”

Wu Qian nodded, entranced. She didn't
know what to think; at an event like this,
who wouldnt want to walk on the red
carpet and enjoy the spotlight? Who would
be satisfied to stay as a mere spectator?

“Excuse me! Please |let me through!” When
Chen Hao saw that almost everybody had
arrived, he realized that it was time for him
to go in; if he wasn't there, how was this
bir