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doctor’s visit went well. Doctor Genevieve came and did a thorough check-up on Nadia 
and our pup. She was already in her ninth week, which means she was three weeks 
pregnant when she left. Genevieve said all of Nadia’s and the pup’s vitals were 
excellent and there was nothing to worry about. And she was about to leave our room 
when Nadia asked about her heat and about sex. 

I was actually planning to ask the doctor discreetly, but then again, my mate has her 
own ways of surprising me. 

And it gave me an overview that I wasn’t the only one looking forward to it. 

 

But I dared not voice my opinion. 

I stayed quiet the whole time, like the good mate that I was. 

join telegram for latest update Genevieve confirmed that she would still go on her usual 
heat during full moons, but it would become less and less than usual as she neared her 
delivery. 

As for sex, we could continue as usual and she even suggested making it more frequent 
as her due date approaches. 

And that got me excited. 

But it has been three days since that day, and I am still not able to stick my fucking 
penis into her. 

I wasn’t complaining. 

I can wait. 

Yes, I can. 

As I said, I wasn’t complaining, but I wouldn’t deny that it was driving me and Hunter 
wild. 

But this was far better than not having Nadia at all. 

Especially after what happened on the first night she was home. 



I knew at least, that I was making progress. 

I slept on the couch only to wake up with my mate on top of me, her arms clinging to my 
neck like she didn’t want to let me go. 

I moved us to the bed, and by morning, I got her to allow me to sleep in the bed with 
her. 

Not that everything was easy after that. 

My lovely temptress made certain that she would tease me, kiss me, and allow me to 
touch her only to cock block me once things heated up. 

I knew she was doing it on purpose and I was just letting her. 

It was a small price for everything I did to her. 

But too bad, my fucking dick needed to suffer. 

And I couldn’t do anything. 

I grabbed the towel and dried the sweat off my face and neck as well as my body before 
slipping my shirt on. 

I was done with my morning training and would be free until after lunch. 

I wanted to spend time with Nadia, so I hurried off the training ground and walked 
towards the pack house. 

The sun was out today, and I was thinking of taking Nadia to a private stream where 
she could swim and relax before I got busy again with office work later. 

As soon as I entered the pack house, her scent swirled around me. 

Her scent became stronger now that she was pregnant, and I wasn’t complaining 
because it became more enticing. 

A hundred times sweeter. 

My nose led me to the kitchen. 

I was excited to see her, only to be disappointed to see her sitting too close to my Beta. 

They were both sitting on a high chair on the kitchen middle counter with their backs to 
the entryway. 



Although they were not brushing shoulders, it looked to me like they were having a 
private conversation. 

“Aren’t you both too close for comfort? 

” I asked in a cold tone, and both heads snapped to look in my direction. 

“Alpha,” The Beta stood up and bowed at me before tilting his head to the side, a 
gesture of submission. 

“Never sît too near my Luna again,” I told him. 

My voice was clearly laced with jealousy, but I wasn’t giving a fuck. 

“I apologize, Alpha. 

We were just discussing something, but it will never happen again. 

” “Good,” I answered him in the same cold tone before my eyes shifted to my mate, who 
was still sitting, elbow resting on the counter and face leaning on her knuckles, looking 
at me with an amused expression. 

“You may leave, Beta,” I ordered. 

“Alpha, Luna,” Dominic said this before I heard him walking away. 

My eyes were still fixated on Nadia, and if I was being honest, I didn’t like the smile on 
her face. 

“Was it jealousy I detected? 

” She asked, licking her lips as she swiveled the chair to face me and leaned her elbows 
backward against the counter. 

Her breasts were arching as if tempting me to look at them. 

“Should I be worried about what I saw? 

” I asked her, crossing my arms over my chest. 

I saw her eyes dart to my arms before they went to my chest. 

“Nadia…” “What? 

I’m sorry. 



Stop flexing your muscles. 

You’re distracting me. 

” “You’re trying to divert the topic. 

” “Are you seriously thinking the Beta and I had something? 

Quit on that. 

I’m not stupid enough to cheat on you with someone close to you. 

Plus…” She looked at her manicured nails before smiling at me. 

“I have everything I need in my Alpha, so I’m not looking elsewhere. 

” I remained in my position, arms crossed against my chest. 

I trusted both my Beta and my mate, but sometimes I couldn’t help it. 

“Would you like to ask what we were discussing? 

” She asked sweetly. 

I nodded my head. 

“Let’s go to your office. 

” “Why not here? 

” I frowned. 

“If you can discuss things with him here, then you can…” “Ssshhh…” She cut me off 
immediately. 

“That’s the reason why we’re here. 

I don’t want us locked up in a room while discussing things because you and your 
jealous mind might think we were doing something. 

But you… and me. 

We can be locked up in a room. 

So, to your office now, Alpha. 



” Her fingers trailed my abs and arm as she passed by me. 

TOTTEN I let out a breath before a smile tugged into my mouth as I followed after her. 

A dominant Nadia was alluring. 

But a pregnant, dominant Nadia was something more. 

I closed the door as I entered my office, while my eyes followed her to the couch. 

I went to the window and leaned my side against the wall. 

“What were you discussing? 

” She crossed her legs and placed her hands over her knees before she swallowed and 
started speaking. 

“First, whatever objections you have, you need to keep them for a while. 

Because you need to hear me out. 

I want you to be open-minded, and…” “What is this all about? 

Will it hurt? 

” “What are you scared of? 

What will hurt you the most, Riley? 

” “You. 

Leaving me. 

” She smiled warmly at me before she shook her head slowly. 

“I won’t be leaving you. 

So nothing to be scared of. 

” “Speak…” “When I was in Atlanta, I met someone…”. 

A low growl vibrated from my chest and I found it hard to breathe. 

Did she meet someone she liked? 

“Do you like him? 



” I asked, almost growling. 

She shook her head. 

“It’s a female. 

And no, I’m not into females. 

And this is not about me “You’re confusing me. 

” “Can you let me talk? 

Hold the growls and the jealousy, please. 

” I didn’t answer this time, my lips pursing into a thin line as I steadied my breathing. 

“I saw your mother, Riley. 

I met Zahra. 

” My head snapped to look at her as my eyes dilated. 

“This discussion is over. 

If you still have communication with her, I’m asking you to sever it. 

I don’t want anything to do with her, not me, not you. 

” “Riley,” She stood up from the couch and walked towards me. 

Her hands went straight to my chest, and my heart started to calm down a bit. 

“Listen to me. 

Can we not give Zahra a chance to explain? 

” “What lies did she tell you? 

Don’t let her brainwash you. 

” “What if those were not lies? 

” “I don’t fucking want her in my life! 

” I moved away from her and walked to the liquor cabinet. 



I grabbed the decanter and poured rum into an empty glass. 

“But I do! 

I want her in my life and our baby’s life. 

” “No. 

You’re asking for an impossible thing. 

” “What I’m asking you is easy compared to what you’ve asked of me. 

You don’t even need to welcome her back into your life, but just give her a chance to 
explain. 

” “No. 

This conversation is over. 

” “Fine. 

If you want to go that way, then it’s your choice. 

I’m laying out two options here. 

If you take me, then you’re taking Zahra with me. 

Without her, then I’m out of here too. 

” “Fuck Nadia! 

Can you actually hear yourself? 

” “Yes. 

Take it or leave it. 

Forget all about me. 

And once you’re ready to be a part of our baby’s life, you can find me in Zahra’s home. 

” Was she fucking serious? 

My jaw tightened as I watched Nadia walk towards the door with her head up, but I 
could see her eyes glistening, tears pooling in them. 



I sat my glass on the table, and in a few strides, I was already in front of her, blocking 
her way. 

“Nadia. 

. 

” My voice came out desperate as I wrapped my arms around her, pulling her into my 
chest. 

“Don’t walk away. 

Let’s discuss this. 

” “It’s non-negotiable, Riley. 

” “Ask me something else. 

This is the hardest thing you’ve asked me. 

” She wriggled free from my arms. 

She placed her hand on my chest as she tilted her head and met my eyes “How about 
me, Riley? 

What was the hardest thing you’ve asked of me? 

But I accepted it all because I love you. 

” “She ruined me, Nadia. 

” “She didn’t. 

It’s your idea of what she is that ruined you. 

That’s why I’m asking you to hear her out first. 

If you doubt her words, roll out your Alpha command. 

I know you hated using it but used it to get the doubts off your head. 

” “I will never use an Alpha command for something like that. 

” “Bullshit, Riley! 

You almost used it to Jenny! 



You’re willing to use it to someone who was loyal to you but not to someone you don’t 
care about? 

” She snapped at me. 

“Relax! 

Can we talk calmly? 

” I brushed her arms with my hands, regretting riling up her emotions. 

“I want our baby to grow up with a family, a complete one. 

And I can’t give our pup a grandmother anymore, but you can. 

So I’m counting on you. 

” “Nadia… You’re asking too much. 

” “And I will never ask anything more, Riley. 

” I let out a deep breath, not knowing what to say more. 

“This is for you, as much as it is for our baby. 

I want you to stop thinking that the first female in your life didn’t want you. 

” “She brainwashed you. 

She can deceive anyone she wants. 

She’s good at it. 

” “That’s not how I see her. 

I saw a female longing to hold her son. 

“She’s that good, huh? 

She can make you believe things. 

” “Stop judging her. 

When you judge her, you judge all mothers, including me. 

How could you possibly think I would abandon my baby? 



My own blood and soul? 

” “Nadia, not all mothers are like that. 

” “Maybe she’s part of the ‘not all others’. 

So, Riley, please… for me. 

” Nadia’s eyes were pooling with tears, and I saw the pain in them. 

I couldn’t hold her gaze any more. 

I rested my forehead against her as I closed my eyes. 

I was slowly losing my stance. 

No matter how much I hated Zahra, I hated more the pain I saw in Nadia’s eyes. 

“You had no idea how much I was willing to trade places with you to have a chance to 
see my mother, even my father. 

Please don’t waste yours. 

” Her voice was breaking, and it pained me more. 

I knew how much she missed the mother she never had. 

“Meeting her won’t change my mind. 

I knew her and what she did. 

” “You know the female, your father made you believe that she was. 

I’m not saying your father was a bad man, but maybe he saw things differently. 

Maybe it’s time to see the other side too, not just your father’s. 

” I withdrew my forehead from her and pressed her head into my chest. 

“For you, Nadia. 

I will meet her. 

I will try. 

But I can’t promise you that I will forgive her. 



” She nodded her head as her hands coiled into my shirt, clinging to it tightly. 

“It’s good enough for me. 

Thank you. 

” “My father, he left me a letter before he died, but I didn’t open it. 

My heart was too cold to even grieve for him. 

I told my Beta to keep it back in his safe. 

I want to read it. 

Will you come with me? 

” Only one for today! 

Thank you for reading! 

Thank you for all the well-wishes! 

And for all the GEMS and comments! 

Please keep them coming! 
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took my hand and clasped it with his. Our fingers entwined, letting the sparks calm us 
both as we walked up the stairs. No one was saying anything, and I had no idea where 
exactly we were heading. I just let my mate guide me as I tried to feel his emotions. He 
had his walls down and he was letting me know he wasn’t happy with his decision. 

He might have decided to meet his mother because of me. 

And although it was originally my plan to use myself as bait, I felt guilty for doing it now. 

 

join telegram for latest update We reached the fourth floor, but instead of swinging to 
the right, where our room was, we headed to the other side, where there was a short 
corridor. 



There was only one big double door on that part of the floor. 

We stopped in front of it and Riley began punching in the code slowly as if letting me 
see what numbers he was pressing. 

Something clicked from the inside, and he let go of my hand. 

With both hands, he turned the door handles and opened them. 

My eyes widened at the view inside. 

It was a library, more of a medieval Victorian style. 

The one on the second floor was totally modern compared to this one. 

The library here looked smaller, but everything from the wooden furniture to the 
chandelier screamed elegance. 

Everything looked expensive. 

“Wow! 

” I exclaimed in a hushed tone. 

I felt Riley’s hand brush my back as he guided me inside the library. 

“This library is for the Luna of the Pack. 

This is yours, Nadia. 

You can make arrangements or take out anything you don’t like here. 

” “I don’t think I would want to change anything. 

” I walked to one of the bookshelves where I saw names with a Luna heading. 

My fingers skimmed over the spines of the books placed neatly on the shelves. 

“Here are ten books from each of the previous Lunas. 

Their favorite books or any books that were special to them. 

” Riley explained as my eyes darted to a name I was familiar with. 

Luna Zahra, There were only three books on her shelves. 



“She didn’t stay long enough to make it up to ten. 

” Riley chuckled, but it was a sarcastic one. 

“Maybe she can add more…” “No. 

You add while you’re still the Luna of the Pack. 

Not before or after your reign. 

” He answered in a calm voice. 

He was standing behind me, his hands on my shoulders, massaging them gently. 

I nodded my head before I turned around to face him. 

“Riley, I know this is hard for you. 

And you’re probably just saying yes to this because of me…” I didn’t get to finish what I 
wanted to say because he turned around and slumped his body down on the couch, 
leaning his head back and staring at the ceiling. 

I went to him and sat on his lap, straddling him as my hands reached for his temple, 
massaging it. 

“Riley… I’m sorry. 

” He closed his eyes as his hands went to my hips. 

“Hug me, Nadia. 

” I coiled my arms around his neck and rested my face on his shoulder. 

“I told you, I’d do everything for you. 

Even the impossible. 

But yes, I’m not happy. 

” “I’m sorry. 

We don’t have to do it right away. 

We can let the idea sink in and then we can do it after that. 

She’s willing to wait until you’re ready. 



” “I will never be,” he answered almost immediately. 

“But is this really what you want? 

” “Yes. 

” “Did you like her? 

Was she nice to you? 

” “Yes, she’s very nice to me. 

Even when we first met, she didn’t know I knew you, and she was already lovely. 

If you saw me that day, like what Beta Dominic told me, she was one of the females I 
was with. 

The one with blonde hair. 

” “Hmmm…” “She drives me around town because I don’t have a car and we spend my 
free days together. 

She’s easy to be with. 

” “Does she have a family? 

Did you meet her mate? 

” I nodded my head, scooting my face against his neck. 

“Leandro. 

His name is Leandro. 

” “Do they have kids? 

” I nodded again, and I felt Riley’s emotions surging in. 

Sadness and hatred at the same time. 

“Are they happy? 

” His voice broke as pain crushed my heart, but it wasn’t mine. 

I withdrew my head from his neck and looked at my mate’s face. 



His eyes were closed, but tears slipped past them. 

“Riley…” I bit my bottom lip to stop my lips from quivering as tears streamed down my 
cheeks. 

I could only imagine what was going through his mind at the thought of his mother being 
happy with her family without him. 

“I’m sorry…” He opened his eyes and smiled warmly at me. 

His fingers brushed the tears off my face. 

“It’s not your fault. 

” “You’re hurting. 

” “I am. 

The pain never goes away. 

I always wonder if she hadn’t left me if the emptiness would even exist. 

” “If she took you with her, then maybe we would never meet. 

Maybe, I’m married off to Elliot now or to someone else. 

” “Do you think so? 

” He asked, smiling despite the tears on his face. 

I nodded my head. 

I couldn’t keep my own tears from falling. 

“Everything that happened in the past, bad or good, led us to where we are now. 

Right? 

So, even if it hurts us, even if the truth hurts us, we must accept it. 

Because in the end, we found each other. 

” He nodded his head and cupped my jaws, peppering my face with kisses. 

“You’re worth all the pain and the emptiness I felt, Nadia. 



Just having you here is enough. 

I will try. 

For you. 

For our baby. 

Just don’t leave me. 

” I shook my head. 

“I will never leave you again, even if you didn’t agree to meet her. 

I’m sorry I said I would. 

I’m just being selfish. 

I just want you to know you’re important to your mother, Riley. 

She loves you. 

” I kissed his lips, just pressing our lips together as our tears mixed with each other. 

“I love you, Nadia. 

” He mumbled against my lips at the same time I parted mine and aggressively kissed 
him. 

He grunted under his breath as his hand molded around the nape of my neck, holding 
me in place as he kissed me back. 

His tongue plunged into my mouth as a moan escaped my throat while our bodies 
pressed against each other. 

I forgot that just seconds ago, we were in tears. 

The desire running in my veins was too much. 

I was pouring all the love and lust I had for this man into my kiss. 

I was kissing him aggressively, trying to dominate his thick and soft lips as my fingers 
coiled on his hair. 

He groaned before his hand moved to my ass, pressing my bottom to his growing 
erection. 



And before I could stop myself, I was rocking my hips, rubbing my core into his. 

“Baby… slow down. 

You’re pregnant. 

” He pulled away from kissing me, but my lips were still after his, kissing him while 
responding to him. 

“I’m not running… a marathon… All I’m doing is… rubbing myself… on you. 

” He got hold of my shirt and yanked it up over my head before his hand coiled around 
my body to unclasp my bra, letting my breasts free. 

His head lowered and he captured my breast with his mouth while his hand played with 
the other, flicking and twisting my nipple. 

“Oh, Riley! 

” I arched my body, letting his one arm support my whole weight as I continued to grind 
on his shaft, while his mouth and hand were exploring and devouring my breasts. 

I was so lost in the sensual feel of his wet and warm mouth on my skin when I heard the 
fabric being ripped and pulled away from my legs. 

I opened my eyes and saw his hand flinging my leggings to the floor with his claws still 
out. 

“My leggings! 

” I blurted out. 

It was my favorite one. 

“I’ll buy you more…” I would have been disappointed if my pussy didn’t clench as his 
tongue and mouth flicked and sucked my nipple while his other hand slipped inside my 
panties, grabbing my ass harshly. 

“Yes… I want more. 

” I answered him as my hands lowered to the hem of his shirt and helped him wriggle 
out of it before tossing it to where he threw my leggings. 

My mouth trailed down his neck, kissing and nibbling his soft spot up to where my mark 
was while he slowly ripped my panties as if he didn’t want me to know what he was 
doing. 



I felt cold air brush against my core, letting me know I was fully naked now. 

I anchored on my knee and raised myself a little higher when I saw Riley slipping his 
hand inside his shorts, yanking his hard, thick dick out. 

I licked my lips as my eyes dilated at the sight of his cock. 

His slit was oozing with pre-cum. 

He gently rubbed the tip of his cock against my wet pussy folds up to my throbbing clit. 

He tilted his head and looked at me straight in the eyes, his own eyes dilating. 

“Can I? 

” The way he asked was too polite like he was a schoolboy asking to fuck a girl for the 
first time. 

I nodded and bit my lower lip as I inched my throbbing, wet pussy down slowly into his 
hard cock My eyes closed as I lowered myself into his lap. 

My pussy stretched before his cock fully slid inside me. 

He was always bigger and longer in this position as if he was stretching me too wide. 

My mouth opened, as a soft gasp escaped my throat, and I was just staring at my mate, 
who was watching me with his eyes full of love and desire. 

“Does it hurt? 

” “You’re too big. 

You grew bigger over a month? 

” “I think it’s more that I wasn’t able to stretch you for a month that it felt big. 

I can pull out if it hurts too much. 

” I tried to steady my breathing, letting my pussy relax around his shaft. 

“Don’t you dare pull it out… I love it inside me. 

” “I know…” He offered me a smug grin, and it made him look a hundred times sexier. 

“Relax. 



” “Move,” I ordered him in a soft voice, but he didn’t move. 

He was just staring at me. 

“Move! 

” I said louder. 

The smug grin on his face became wider as he began bucking his hips, his hands 
holding my ass and guiding me as I slowly bounced up and down on him. 

We were moving in a slow rhythm and I could feel him growing bigger inside me, filling 
me to the hilt and hitting all my walls perfectly. 

It didn’t take long before Riley amped up his pace, ramming his cock faster and deeper 
into my pussy. 

“Riley! 

” My hands gripped his shoulder tightly, my nails digging into his skin as I rode him, 
meeting his every thrust. 

The sparks and tingles were too much, making heat coiled in my stomach as my juices 
continued to drip out of me. 

“Fuck, baby… You’re too tight! 

” “You’re too big! 

” I gasped, my eyes rolling as my toes curled. 

My orgasm was building up but before it could go further, Riley yanked me up, pulling 
my pussy away from his dick. 

“No! 

” I grunted, baring my teeth at him in displeasure only to be answered with a smug grin 
as he guided me on all my fours on the couch before he positioned himself on my back. 

“Patience, baby…” I felt his hand on my shoulder before it trailed to my neck and ended 
up holding my ponytailed hair, he then coiled it to his hand, tugging it upward making 
my head jerk up. 

I bit my lower lip before I let a grin curl on my lips. 

He remembered that I loved it when he pulled my hair in this position. 



And he didn’t make me wait, I felt his hard cock seeking entrance into my dripping 
pussy, and in seconds, he tugged my hair as he slammed his cock inside me with his 
other hand, grabbing my hips, holding me in place. 

“Goddess! 

” A wanton moan escaped my lips as my mate fucked me hard and deep from my 
behind. 

Riley let all his walls down. 

He was letting me feel all the longing he had for me for the days we were separated and 
the lust he felt for me at the moment. 

The emotions were so overwhelming and intoxicating that they drove me to a sensation 
I knew only he could give me. 

“Riley! 

” I cried and whimpered his name over and over, my body jerking and quivering at the 
pleasure he was giving me. 

I hiked my ass up, moving my body in rhythm to meet his every stroke. 

He was penetrating my body and soul, his cock filling and healing the emptiness of a full 
month that he wasn’t “I’m going to come…” I whimpered as the heat rose from my 
stomach. 

He didn’t say anything. 

Instead, he let go of my hair and coiled an arm around my body, pulling me up so that 
my back was rested on his chest as he kept on fucking me. 

He dipped his head and kissed my neck, trailing his tongue over my shoulders before I 
felt his fangs grazing over my skin. 

The thought of him marking me again, plus the warmth of his breath fanning against my 
neck and the way he was fucking me hard, was enough to make my pussy clench hard 
around his dick while my whole body stiffened. 

And then it happened. 

His fangs pierced through my skin, making way for my body to shudder at the intensity 
of my orgasm while he continued to push himself in and out of me, again and again until 
he found his own release. 



We held on to each other, panting and grunting as we rode out our orgasms before we 
sealed our mating with an earth-shattering kiss. 

I could still taste my blood on his lips, and it just made me want to kiss and devour him 
more. 

I felt my body collapsing into his arms, and Riley pulled us back, letting me sit on his lap 
as he slumped his body down onto the couch. 

He dipped his head into my neck again, licking my wounds clean as he murmured 
words that made my heart melt. 

“I love you, Nadia. 

It will always be you and me from now on. 

I will be a better mate and I will make sure you will never doubt the love I have for you. 

” Here’s for today, lovelies! 

Extra-long one. 

I know you’re all waiting for the letter, but… something got in the way! 

♡ Thank you for waiting and reading! 

Don’t forget to leave us some comments and bling-bling (GEMS)! 

If the option for VOTE/GEMS is not visible on this page, you may go back to the 
previous chapters and vote from there or go directly to the main page of the book. 

Thank you for your GEMnerosity (generosity)! 

Gosh, I stink at being funny! 
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body was resting against mine while my arms were wrapped around her naked body as 
I cleaned the wounds from the new mark I gave her. I had been wanting to re-mark her 
when she returned, but I didn’t have the courage to ask if she wanted me to. And this 
moment was just perfect. I wanted Nadia to be mine again, body and soul. 



“Hmmm…” She mumbled softly, resting the back of her head on my shoulder as I 
continued to lap and suck her neck clean. 

“That was amazing…” join telegram for latest update “Did you like it? 

 

” I asked her as I stopped licking her skin. 

My hand reached for her face, tucking the stray hair behind her ear. 

Her eyes were closed as she nodded her head. 

“I love it. 

I miss that. 

I miss us. 

” “Me too. 

I miss us. 

But I’m here now. 

I’m not letting you away from my grasp again. 

” She chuckled softly, her hands holding on to my arms snaked around her waist. 

“You better, because maybe next time you’ll never find me again. 

” “I know…” I leaned my mouth into her ear, nibbling her earlobe. 

“Riley, what exactly are we doing here in the library? 

Is your father’s letter here? 

” My body stiffened and I felt my dick melting. 

It was already slowly coming back to life as I nibbled her neck. 

I guess round two was not possible at this point. 

“Yes. 

I almost forgot. 



” I let out a sigh before leaning my back against the couch. 

“Do you want me to read the letter for you? 

” “Yes. 

It was just probably Dad scolding me or telling me what I needed to do to be a perfect 
Alpha. 

” I let out another sigh while Nadia remained silent. 

“But I was hoping he wrote something about Zahra. 

” “Shall we find out? 

” She asked, tilting her head to the side to look at me. 

A warm smile curled on her lips, giving me the push to do what I needed to do. 

I scooped her from my lap as I stood up, placing her gently on the couch before I 
grabbed my shirt on the floor and helped her pull it on over her body. 

I still had my shorts on and that was enough to cover me. 

I went to the biggest bookshelf and crouched in front of it, taking all the books in one 
area before knocking the wood open, revealing an old safe. 

I put in the combination I had memorized since I was a little boy before twisting the lock 
open. 

We have many vaults around the pack house, but this one was something where my 
father chose to place everything important to him. 

I slipped my hand in and took the letter he left me. 

Not known to my people, my father took his own life by plunging his car into a ravine 
after he placed a shackle around his neck to avoid him from shifting into his wolf. 

He was dead when we found him. 

And I ordered everyone I was with at that time to keep it secret. 

No one has to know that the former Alpha took his own life. 

And the event only fueled my hate for my mother. 



Even without saying it, I believed she was the reason he took his life. 

A week before his accident, I overheard him talking to his former Beta, Dominic’s father, 
about how she saw my mother with her mate in one of the places he went to. 

I didn’t hear the rest of it since I left immediately, not wanting to hear anything about 
her. 

And I was sure that was what the letter was about – how despite the years, he still 
hadn’t forgotten her. 

And that even without her knowing, she still kept breaking my father’s heart. 

It was the reason I didn’t read the letter at all. 

I closed the vault and stood up, taking the letter with me before handing it to Nadia. 

I sat beside her and she positioned herself on my lap before she ripped the envelope 
carefully and pulled out the letter inside. 

“Shall I read it out loud for you? 

” She asked softly, and I just nodded my head, leaning my back against the couch, my 
coiled fists just remaining on my sides. 

She took a breath before she unfolded and began reading. 

Riley, my son, This letter will not be able to convey everything I want to tell you, but I will 
make an attempt. 

There were just too many things over the years that I should have shared with you, but I 
didn’t. 

You’re the only thing I had, and the only thing holding me back was the fear that you 
would realize I wasn’t any better. 

I hope you know that I tried my hardest for you, to make up for being alone in raising 
you. 

I did what I thought was best for you and for you to continue idolizing me When you 
read this, I might be gone already. 

And I wanted you to start thinking about yourself and your future. 

I want you to stop and think twice, or even a hundred times before you claim Andrea if 
she turns out not to be your fated mate. 



Because one day, her own fated mate will come, and there’s nothing you can do to stop 
her from leaving you. 

I know this because I lived that life. 

I lived with that lie for almost all of my life. 

I wasn’t proud of that. 

But it gave me you, thus I never regretted it. 

And I would live that lie again, because of you. 

You might be confused by what I’ve written here, but I will try to explain. 

Forgive me if I have to do it this way. 

I don’t think I can look you in the eyes and tell you the truth. 

Your mother and I were never fated mates. 

But we did love each other at one point in our lives. 

I claimed her and told everyone she was my fated mate, despite her refusal. 

In the end, she became mine, and no one knew of our secret until she was no longer 
happy with me. 

Until she found her mate. 

Hill She decided to leave. 

And I couldn’t let her take you. 

Because you’re the only thing I was left with. 

Without her and without you, I would be nothing. 

I needed you, Riley, to keep me going. 

So forgive me, my son, because I made you believe she never wanted you. 

I was fearful for the day that you would choose her over me. 

So I kept lying, just so I could have you for myself. 



And although I was in pain from her leaving, I couldn’t find it in my heart to hate her. 

I loved your mother, and I know I will love her until my last breath. 

You know her name as Zahra. 

But she goes by Monica Grayson now. 

Here is her address. 

I want you to look for her as my final wish. 

Tell her I said I’m sorry. 

Let her tell you the things I couldn’t tell you. 

And when you hear the complete truth, I hope you will find it in your heart to forgive me. 

But if you decide I am not worth your forgiveness, I would accept it. 

It might be the price I have to pay for being selfish all this time. 

But son, I want you to know that I love you. 

And I am proud of you and what you’ve become. 

“Enough,” I told Nadia to stop. 

I didn’t want to hear the rest of it. 

My father was not expressive of his love for me, but I knew he did love me in his own 
way. 

And he was always there, tolerating me through all my tantrums and self-loathing. 

He provided me with everything he could, except he couldn’t give me the one thing I 
always asked for from him when I was still a pup – a mother. 

“What did Zahra tell you? 

” I asked my mate as she folded the letter neatly. 

“It’s better if you hear it from her. 

” “I want to know. 



Now. 

” I stood up from the couch after I carefully placed Nadia to the side. 

“Riley… Don’t be too hard on yourself. 

” She stood up as she faced me while I stood in the middle of the library. 

“You’ll never understand what I’m going through right now. 

All my entire fucking life, he made me believe my mother was his fucking mate. 

I grew resentful of all Alpha Females because, like her, I believe they are incapable of 
remaining loyal to their mates. 

It was the fucking reason I was drawn to Andrea because she’s an Omega and for me, 
Omegas are way fucking better than Alpha Females. 

” “Riley…” “But it still doesn’t change a thing. 

She didn’t come back, did she? 

She didn’t even fucking visit me. 

Katya would tell me that when you wish on a full moon, the Goddess will hear it loud 
and clear, and if you’re a good pup, she might grant your wishes! 

And I did my best to excel and be a good pup, but it was not enough! 

Everything I did was not fucking enough for her to come back! 

” I didn’t notice that tears were streaming down my face until I saw Nadia’s tear stricken 
face. 

“She never came! 

I waited for her through all my birthdays until I was eight, but she never came! 

So whatever reason she comes up with is still bullshit. 

” “Riley! 

Your father rolled off an Alpha command on her…” Her voice broke, and it irritated me 
that she was taking her side. 

“Now that Dad is gone, it is so fucking easy to say that. 



She could make up stories and I would still never believe her. 

” I swatted the tears off my face before I turned around and was about to walk towards 
the door. 

“I have work to do. 

I will see you later. 

” “Please, don’t walk away from me. 

I know it’s not my story to tell, but did you remember when you were probably 16 or 17, 
and you were at the neutral city? 

” I stopped on my track and turned to face her, one hand on my hips while the other 
hand was on my mouth, pressing and cupping my lips just to stop myself from swearing 
more. 

“She said it looked like you were with other young Alphas because of the aura 
surrounding your group. 

And then you clutched your head and your nose started bleeding? 

Did it happen? 

Did you remember that? 

” I swallowed hard, my forehead creasing. 

How did she know about this? 

Unless Darvin told her about this occasion. 

Darvin, Aeon, Lucas, and I were out in the neutral city hanging out when my head was 
struck with too much pain and my nose started bleeding. 

But it was over in an instant. 

“And then, all of a sudden, the head pain stops and the bleeding stops. 

” Nadia continued. 

” Zahra was there. 

She wanted to reach out to you, but she can’t. 



Every time she comes near you, it hurts you, She told me there were other instances 
before that, but that was the last one. 

She tried Riley. 

But she couldn’t stand seeing you twitch in pain every single time she attempted to. 

Nadia was talking so fast that if I was paying too much attention to her, I would miss out 
on everything she was saying. 

“I have a meeting in twenty minutes. 

I need to go. 

” I went back to where she was standing and placed a soft kiss on her forehead. 

“I’ll see you at dinner. 

” I walked away and left her in the library. 

I know I shouldn’t have, but I was lost for words. 

I had to let everything sink in first or I would lose my fucking mind at the moment. 

Was my father that fucking cruel to do this to me? 

I thought he loved me? 

Here’s for today! 

I tried to write more but seems impossible with a sorethroat and a cough. 

I was already looking forward to the next part and those exciting moments after, believe 
me, but my body wasn’t cooperating. 

Hopefully, I will be able to write more chapters soon. 

Thank you for all your comments &GEMS! 

Don’t forget to use your GEMS before they expire at the end of the month. 

Drop some for Riley and Nadia too, if you have anything to spare for them! 

Thank you again! 
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refused to talk about the incident since last night. We made love and cuddled the whole 
night, and talked about us and our pup but I didn’t dare ask about Zahra. I would let him 
handle it this time, at his own pace. By morning, he went back to work like nothing 
happened and was back in his Alpha mode. 

It was not that I was complaining, but I was worried because he wasn’t letting me in on 
his emotions. 

His walls were up except when we discussed our pup, then he would let me in on what 
he felt. 

 

But I dared not push him to say anything. 

join telegram for latest update I could wait. 

And Zahra too. 

I spent the rest of the afternoon with Jenny and all the other expectant females doing 
simple routines to strengthen our pelvic muscles. 

But to be honest, we spent more time just talking and swooning over our own mates. 

I thought I was the only one, but apparently, pregnant women find their mates’ scents 
more alluring. 

I finally figured out why I always have the urge to jump at my mate just at the mere sight 
of him. 

I thought it was because I missed him too much. 

By the time I was done with my session with Jenny and the other females, I was already 
missing him. 

Since after breakfast, he had been on the other side of the territory, and I was eager to 
see him now. 

I went looking for him inside the packhouse, but he was nowhere around. 

I bumped into Gamma Sebastian and he told me he was at the archery range. 



With steady footsteps, I made my way to the back of the training grounds and found him 
sitting on the boulder facing the target heads. 

He was just sitting there, no bows and arrows around him. 

He might have just chosen this place to think, and now that I thought of it, I didn’t know 
if I should approach or just leave him alone for a while. 

“Are you having second thoughts about whether to approach me or leave me alone? 

” His voice echoed around us. 

He didn’t turn around and remained fixated on the view in front of him, but I could 
imagine him smirking as he said those words. 

“Yes. 

Those were exactly my thoughts. 

Would you rather be alone? 

Or do you want some company? 

” “Come here, Nadia. 

” He tapped the space beside him before he continued. 

“You’re always welcome to invade my solitary moments. 

” I smiled as I walked forward, my eyes raking his whole back. 

My mate was ripped with muscles in all the right places, and I couldn’t keep my eyes 
from swooning over him. 

And instead of sitting beside him, I stood in front of him, my hands reaching for his face 
before I gave him a long and deep kiss. 

“I miss you today…” He gave me a weak smile while his hands brushed against my 
hips. 

“Me too. 

Sit here. 

” He parted his legs and moved backward, making room for me in between his thighs 
and I eagerly scooted my ass onto the boulder, resting my back against his hard chest. 



“How was your day? 

” He asked. 

“It was fun. 

I spent the whole afternoon with Jenny and the other pregnant females. 

We tried to do some exercises, but we ended up just chattering for almost the whole 
session. 

” I giggled, squeezing his arms wrapped around my body. 

“I saw that. 

I passed by the training grounds to check on you before I came here. 

And I didn’t see any training sessions going on in there. 

” “Oh! 

If I knew you were home already, I should have gone with you here right away. 

” “It’s okay. 

You’re here now. 

” “Are you okay? 

How was your day? 

” I asked him back. 

“As usual, boring without you. 

But there has been a lot of improvement on the construction site where I went. 

In a few weeks, they can start with the finishing touches and it will be ready to launch. 

” “That’s good to hear. 

Can I come with you next time? 

” “Maybe when it’s not that dusty and muddy there. 

” “I’m not that picky. 



” “You’re pregnant. 

” “So? 

I’m not that sensitive. 

And besides, I won’t be eating the dust there. 

” “Hmmm… Really? 

” He chuckled. 

Last night we talked about a condition where some pregnant women have cravings for 
non-edible things such as dirt, clay, and the likes. 

“I’ll probably just smell and get aroused by the smell of cement. 

” “Nadia…” He grunted before placing a soft kiss on the crown of my head as I giggled. 

“You and your mouth. 

” I didn’t say anything more. 

I could sense the sadness in his emotions. 

“Did you know when I was seven, I received a bow and arrow from my aunt, Luna 
Graciella? 

She told me how fascinated Zahra was with archery when she was pregnant with me. 

So she thought maybe I should give it a try. 

” I held my breath and tried to keep my heartbeat steady. 

He was starting to talk now, and I wished he would continue until he poured out 
everything inside of him. 

“And my young self thought that if Zahra discovers that I excel at archery, she might 
come to see me compete or perform somewhere. 

” So I asked my father to find me the best coach for this sport, and he complied. 

I trained almost every fucking day, and after a year, I was already excelling in my age 
bracket. 

My father was proud, but he had no idea why I wanted this sport so much. 



But Zahra never showed up, not even once. 

I should have quit when I realized she would never show up, even if I turned out to be 
the best archer in the world because even then I would still never be good enough for 
her. 

At eight, I stopped expecting that I would receive gifts from her. 

I stopped expecting she would show up and surprise me. 

I stopped expecting it at eight years old. 

While all the other pups would tell me what they told their parents they wanted for their 
birthdays, I just kept my mouth shut. 

Because I stopped asking Dad for the gift I wanted. 

But I never stopped trying to excel. 

Not for her anymore. 

But for myself. 

I thought maybe, if I turned out to be better than my father, if I excelled at something or 
everything, then perhaps my mate would never have a reason to leave me. 

” My heart was crushed at his words. 

He was still too young, but he was thinking of ways not to be left behind. 

“I was only eight years old, yet I grew up that fast because of her. 

And then Andrea was around. 

She was the exact opposite of my mother. 

She’s an Omega. 

And Omega they say is the most submissive and loyal. 

So I thought maybe with her, I would never have to be alone. 

Maybe she won’t hurt me. 

But I didn’t know pain could come from all ranks. 



I know you already know by now how fucked up I am. 

But I swear, there’s more to me than these fucked up things I’ve done. 

And that I’m trying my best. 

” I turned my body around so I was sitting sideways on his lap, my hands cupping his 
jaws as I urged him to look at me. 

“Quit trying to be better so people will like you. 

Or so people will stay. 

Because whenever someone leaves, it doesn’t always mean that something is wrong 
with you. 

Sometimes, it is just how life is. 

Andrea didn’t leave you because you’re not good enough. 

She left because her heart belonged to someone else. 

The same reason I left Elliot, or Benedict. 

I didn’t accept them because I know my heart will always belong to my mate, to you. 

And if even for a second you think you’re not good enough for me, stop it. 

Because you, Riley Adams, even without your Alpha badge, even without those bows 
and arrows, even without this territory, you and Hunter, you’re all I ever want and need. 

I’ve told you before, and I’ll tell you again, and I’ll never get tired of telling you: I’m yours. 

I’ll stay if you do. 

You and me against everyone else. 

The only time I would leave you is if you pushed me away again. 

” He shook his head, his hands cupping my cheeks. 

“No. 

It will never happen. 

Not in his lifetime. 



Not on the next. 

And not in all our lifetimes together. 

” My eyes welled with tears at his words. 

“Then I’m yours. 

In this lifetime. 

And all the lifetimes after this. 

You’re more than enough for me, Riley. 

You have no idea how much bigger you are than what I wanted in a mate. 

Not because you’re an Alpha, but for the way you made me feel special. 

” “Because you’re special. 

Don’t forget that. 

” I flung my arms around him as I pressed our bodies closer, letting his warmth envelop 
me. 

“I love you, Riley. 

” “I love you too, Nadia. 

” We stayed hugging each other until I finally had the courage to open my mouth. 

One try, if he didn’t want it, then I would stop. 

“Did you know that those gifts from Zahra that you waited to come were just kept in her 
storage room all these years? 

” “What do you mean? 

” “She sent you gifts on your birthday, year after year after year. 

And they always come back unopened. 

” I waited for him to say something, but he didn’t. 

“I never received gifts when I was younger,” I added, my voice almost inaudible. 



“Tell me about it, if you want to. 

” “My uncle and auntie never gave me one. 

I thought it was ordinary. 

Not until I met Katarina. 

On my twelfth birthday, she gave me three boxes of gifts. 

And then she would shower me with more in the coming years. 

Before I turned sixteen, I told her one gift was enough. 

And she complied. 

That year she gave me one box only. 

But I should have known better. 

Inside that box were multiple gifts wrapped into one. 

” “I never really knew Katarina, but I’m glad she was there for you. 

” “She was. 

And she still is, until now. 

” I smiled at the memory of her arriving here a day after I came back, bombarding me 
with her lectures on how stupid I was to run away without letting her know and without a 
concrete plan. 

“And I promise you, I will shower you with gifts from now on. 

” Riley’s words snapped me out of my own thoughts. 

“I already have the best gift, Riley. 

The one in my stomach. 

I don’t think you can top that. 

” “It’s the best gift I received too, after you… But I still want to promise you that you will 
never ever feel that you’re not important or that nobody cares about you, as long as I’m 
here. 



As long as I’m alive. 

” “Thank you…” I answered meekly before I pulled away from his body and coiled my 
fingers on his collar, fixing and twisting them while biting my lips. 

“You want to say something? 

” He asked. 

“Those gifts that Zahra kept all these years, I was wondering if you wanted to have 
those? 

Maybe you can open those gifts with me, and we can re-live our childhood together? 

At least we can have one memory we can share, something we both didn’t have when 
we were younger …” I bit my lower lip as I held my breath, trying not to look at him. 

He let out a sigh and curled a finger on my chin, tilting my head up. 

I met his piercing blue eyes as they bore deep into mine. 

“Will it make you happy if we open those gifts together? 

” I nodded my head. 

“But how will we get it here? 

I’m not going there. 

Not yet. 

” “I understand. 

But I can arrange that. 

” “Okay. 

But don’t stress yourself with that. 

And Nadia, I know you want me to meet Zahra but I’m not…” “Shhh. 

. 

” I placed a finger on his lips to stop him from talking. 

“In your own time. 



Zahra and I can wait. 

Take your time. 

Her love for you won’t change no matter how long it takes. 

” 
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Nadia had been on the phone often with Zahra, but I dared not listen to their 
conversation. It was enough that Nadia wasn’t pushing me to meet up with her. 
Because no matter how many times I thought things over, I just couldn’t seem to accept 
what she just told me. My father was not perfect, but I did look up to him. 

He did everything for me, even the blood pact for Andrea, which was already extreme. 

He did it to appease me. 

 

It made me realize that I was my father’s son – he did everything I wanted so I would 
stay, to make up for the lies he join telegram for latest update gave me. 

In the same way, I was doing everything to make everyone in my life stay with me. 

My thoughts were interrupted by a knock on the door, and I let my Beta come in 
together with his mother, Katya. 

I requested to meet Katya tonight just to have answers. 

“Alpha,” Beta Dominic and Katya bowed their heads in respect. 

“You can leave us, Beta,” I told Dominic, and he cocked his head to the side in 
submission before leaving the room. 

I asked Katya to sit down the moment the door closed, and she chose to sit by the 
couch adjacent to my desk. 

“How are you, Katya? 

” I asked her, clasping my hands together and resting them on my desk. 



“I’ve been excellent, Alpha. 

And you? 

You look better, son. 

I’m glad you and the Luna have sorted out whatever was going on between you. 

And congratulations on your pup! 

” She beamed happily at me. 

“Thank you. 

I’m glad she’s back too. 

” I nodded my head at her. 

“Have you discussed the Luna Ceremony? 

” “No. 

Not yet. 

There were many things that came when she came back. 

Her pregnancy and another one, which was the reason I called for you. 

” “Dominic told me. 

I will tell you what I know, but to be honest, we were blind-sided too. 

” “What do you mean? 

” I asked, my forehead creasing at her words. 

“We had no idea why Zahra left, no idea why she left you. 

And we were prohibited from discussing anything related to her and what we saw before 
and after she left. 

” “Tell me what you know. 

” “Of course. 

I’ve been waiting for you to ask me after your father passed away. 



I’ll be honest with you. 

Alpha, I still don’t understand why she left you when I’ve seen with my own eyes how 
she adored you. 

” “Maybe she changed her mind and realized I would be just an obstruction for her. 

” “No. 

She would never think of you that way. 

That day she left, I went home to find her luggage by the foot of the stairs and your 
small nursery bag. 

I knew you were both leaving. 

She told me and Nicole the day before. 

And I thought you were both still here because of the luggage. 

But then your father came out of his office carrying you and ordered my mate to take 
your luggage back to his room and Zahra’s luggage to the storage room. 

That night, the Alpha asked for help in putting you to bed. 

I was pregnant then with Dominic. 

I put you to sleep since Nicole was already having a hard time breastfeeding Sebastian 
at that time. 

We did as we were told, but we were not allowed to ask questions about your mother. 

A day prior to that, Zahra confided that they were finally getting a divorce. 

For a long time, we knew of the fights and that they were not intimate for a period of 
time. 

So we knew it was coming, but Zahra never discussed any third party on her side or the 
Alpha’s. 

So when the news broke out that she left the Alpha for another man, I didn’t want to 
believe it. 

Until we saw pictures of her with another man. 



But no matter how many times I told myself that she had abandoned you, I couldn’t 
seem to believe it. 

I had known Zahra for almost my entire life. 

She would never abandon you. 

But then she never came to see you. 

Over the years, I started to believe she actually did. 

And now, I feel guilty for even thinking about it. 

” Tears began to stream down her face. 

She took a handkerchief from her pocket and wiped it away before she continued. 

“Dominic told me what the Luna told him, and I kept crying that night. 

I could only imagine what your mother went through not seeing you at all. 

” “What else did Dominic tell you? 

” I wanted to know if Nadia told Dominic about my parents’ not being fated mate. 

“The Alpha command, that she tried to reach you but couldn’t get to you and that all her 
letters and gifts were returned. 

” “Is that all? 

” “Yes, Alpha. 

” “Thank you. 

That’s all I wanted to hear. 

” “I’m sorry, Alpha. 

If only I could do something…” “This was beyond your control, Katya. 

You have nothing to apologize for. 

You’ve been nothing but a blessing to me. 

” She smiled, the motherly smile that she would always give me whenever I was sad or 
pissed off. 



She and Nicole were the only females I listened to. 

But even with them, I never showed any affection at all. 

“Would it be too much if I asked for a favor, Alpha? 

For permission? 

” “Ask away. 

” “I want to ask permission if I can meet Zahra. 

Dominic told me where she’s living now. 

And I was hoping I could visit her. 

” Her shoulders started to shake as soft sobs escaped her throat. 

” It’s been a long time since I saw my Luna. 

Twenty-three years. 

I hope you will understand. 

It doesn’t mean my loyalty shifts. 

You, above all, Alpha. 

” “You don’t need to go to her. 

I will bring her to you. 

” I answered her in a firm voice. 

I hadn’t made up my mind if I would meet her or not, but the words just slipped off my 
mouth. 

And instead of being agitated by my slipping off, I felt the exact opposite. 

I felt like a burden was lifted off my chest. 

Maybe it was a good idea to meet her. 

Maybe I would find my own peace if I could finally face the female that started the 
turmoil within me. 



Katya looked at me with her eyes still glistening with tears, but a wide motherly smile 
was plastered on her face. 

“It’s about time you met your mother, son. 

It’s about time. 

” pogo I had no idea how Nadia arranged for this, but just two days after we talked 
about the gifts, Timothy, one of my men, came to the packhouse with his van full of 
gifts. 

And my fucking twenty-three-year-old self couldn’t hide the grin on my face. 

I knew they were all for me. 

And I was trying to hide my emotions inside, but Nadia’s and Jenny’s excitement was 
contagious. 

“Luna, those are not yours. 

You need to let the Alpha open it! 

” Jenny blurted out as she giggled. 

“I know! 

But just so you know, I have never seen so many gifts like this in my whole life! 

So I’m sure my mate, my Alpha, and the love of my life will let me open one, or maybe 
all. 

Right, babe? 

” She turned around, licking her lips as she winked at me. 

I just nodded my head, grinning widely at her with my hands on my hips before winking 
back at her. 

I then shifted my gaze away from her to the gifts being transported to my office. 

“Timothy, these were thoroughly checked on the border? 

” I just wanted to make sure they didn’t budge on the security protocol just because it 
was an order from their Luna. 

“I personally checked on those. 



All clear. 

” Gamma Sebastian answered. 

He and the Beta were helping carry the gifts as well. 

“Wow! 

This one is big! 

” Jenny exclaimed, pointing to the one her mate was carrying “I’m guessing it’s a car 
you can drive,” I answered. 

I already saw a part of the wheel from the ripped part of the gift. 

“Oh, Goddess! 

Can you imagine how much we can save with all these! 

We don’t need to buy toys for our pup. 

” Nadia exclaimed excitedly while clapping her hands, and I just shook my head, 
watching her with amusement. 

The night was already calm and everyone retired to bed. 

Nadia and I were on the fourth floor at the Luna’s library. 

We decided to have the gifts transferred here for more privacy and because Nadia 
wanted to spend time in this place. 

“It’s so cozy here. 

” She scooted her body closer to mine before she covered her thighs with a fleece 
blanket. 

We were sitting on the floor in front of the fireplace with a glass of rum in my hand while 
she was drinking milk in a wine glass. 

The warmth of the fire dancing around us and the sparks from her body were just too 
perfect. 

I could live for moments like this. 

with my arms around her, I rested my chin on her shoulder as I looked at the gifts piled 
high on the floor beside us. 



“Shall we start opening gifts? 

” I asked. 

“Yes! 

” She exclaimed excitedly before I let her go from my arms. 

She turned around and clinked her wine glass with mine. 

“Happy birthday, Alpha. 

Let’s open your gifts. 

” I chuckled because my birthday was too far ahead, but I let her be. 

I sipped my drink while watching her enjoy her milk before we put our focus on the task 
ahead. 

Nadia grabbed one gift and read the card attached to it. 

“Happy 3rd birthday, dearest Riley! 

Mommy loves you. 

” She smiled at me before she handed me the box, and I placed it on the floor and 
slowly unwrapped it with Nadia helping me out. 

It was a sailor suit with a matching sailor hat and shoes, and a small anchor stuffed toy. 

I bit my lower lip. 

I couldn’t explain what I was feeling at the moment. 

I smiled at my mate and put the gifts aside before nodding at her. 

“Next one. 

” “Happy 8th birthday, little Alpha. 

I miss you and I’m wondering if you can ask Dad if I can take you to a theme park at 
Harley City. 

It will just be for a few hours, and I’m sure you will love all the rides and games there. 

Anytime, any day you want is okay with me. 



Mommy loves you. 

” “Happy 6th birthday, baby. 

I dreamt of you a few nights ago. 

You were chased by wolves, but instead of running away, you stopped and tamed them 
all. 

I knew from that dream that you would be a great Alpha someday. 

And it makes me proud. 

I couldn’t wait for that day to come. 

Take care always and remember, Mommy loves you. 

” By the fifth gift, Nadia was already bawling in tears. 

She kept apologizing and explaining that it was her pregnancy that was making her 
emotional, but I couldn’t blame her. 

I was emotional too, I was just good at hiding it. 

I let my eyes scan the open gifts around us and those that we were yet to open as I 
listened to Nadia read the rest of the cards in her hand. 

She did try. 

She did try to reach me. 

My heart was clenching in pain, wondering how it would have felt if I had actually 
received those gifts on time and found out that my mother actually cared. 

Would I turn out differently? 

“Happy 15th birthday, my son. 

I had no idea if you had already shifted by now or not. 

But whether you did or you didn’t, please know that I am proud of you. 

And in my dreams, I was there when you shifted into your wolf for the first time. 

And my wolf, Ivory, was there to run with you. 



I wish for the day it becomes a reality. 

Perhaps one day it will happen, my son. 

For now, I will hold you in my heart and pray to the Goddess that you will find it in your 
heart to forgive me for leaving you. 

Whatever you have heard or will hear about me, just remember one thing: Mommy 
loves you. 

And I always will. 

” Tears began to trickle down my face as Nadia’s body pressed against mine. 

Her arms coiled around my neck as her face rested on my chest, her shoulders shaking 
from her own sobs. 

“It’s enough for tonight,” I told her, my hand brushing through her long hair. 

She nodded her head before she tried speaking in between her sobs. 

“I’m sorry. 

. 

. 

” “Why? 

You didn’t do anything wrong. 

” “I can feel your pain, Riley. 

And it’s breaking my heart too. 

” “The only time something can be healed beautifully is if it gets broken. 

I will heal, Nadia. 

I just want you to stay with me and help with my healing. 

” “I will be here. 

Every step of the way. 

” She answered in a soft voice, which was all I needed to hear. 



As long as I have Nadia, I will learn how to forgive and move on. 

One step at a time. 

 


