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Great. This is great! Toby didn’t agree to partner up with Declan!

No one knew how terrified she was that Toby might agree to partner up. After all,
it wasn’t easy to refuse two Westsanshire treaty ports. Fortunately, he didn’t let
Sonia down in the end.

“Sure, sure. How noble of you, President Fuller.” Declan giggled before he
started clapping out of the blue. “Still, aren’t you afraid that | might capture you
along? After all, our discussion just Fell through. I'm not willing to let her go, and
you definitely won't let me off the hook, so why don’t I just kill all three of you to
spare me all the troubles?”

Faced with the threat, Sonia had an immediate change in expression. “Mm, mm,
mm!” She shook her head almost violently to get her message across.

No! You have to leave now! That was what she wanted to tell Toby.

Although Sonia really wanted Toby to rescue her, she still remembered Declan
mentioning that Toby was alone. Under this circumstance, it was impossible for
him to rescue her. Right now, she’d rather Toby ditch her and leave when he still
could.

Even though Sonia had no feelings toward Toby, she didn’t want him to die for
her. Surely, she would suffer from the guilt for the rest of her life, knowing he
died because of her.

Noticing Sonia’s agitated manner, Toby had his eyes softened up as he could
guess what she was trying to say. However, his gaze reverted back to his usual
cold ones as he stared at Declan. “You're afraid of killing me!”

He was filled with absolute confidence as he claimed, “Not only that! You might
even be afraid of capturing me.”

Right then, Declan’s expression changed, and even Sonia quietened down as well.
What does he mean? Why did Toby say that Declan won’t dare to capture him or
kill him?

While Sonia was pondering about it, Declan broke the silence. “What makes you
think that I'm afraid, President Fuller?” His Fists flinched a little, and his lips
twitched before his cold voice rang out.
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“Because | understand what kind of a person you are,” Toby pursed his lips and
answered. “Since you're an illegitimate son, you're more ambiguous than any
other people, and that’s why you’re ruthless enough to rise from the other
illegitimate children. Nevertheless, you're a coward who's afraid of death at the
same time.”

Declan’s pupils constricted when he heard the words ‘afraid of death’.

However, Toby looked as if he hadn’t noticed it and continued speaking, “That’s
because you'll lose everything if you die. You know clearly that the Fuller Family
wouldn’t ever forgive you if you try to capture or kill me and will do everything
they can to destroy you while you can’t do anything to defend yourselF. If it
weren't so, you would have already gotten your men to capture me when |
showed up just now.”

At this moment, Declan was rendered speechless as his expression changed while
he glared at Toby intently. Right then, Sonia realized that Toby was right. That
solved her question of why Declan didn’t capture Toby when Toby showed up,
and why Toby was courageous enough to show up on his own. So that’s why.

“So, can you return Sonia to me now?” Toby started walking forward. “I'll repeat
myself. Hand her back to me, and I'll let you guys go for now. Who you guys want
to kill are none of my business, and | won’t stop you. My revenge on you guys
won't be too harsh, and | won't take your lives.”

“Don’t come near me!” Declan suddenly roared when he saw Toby inching closer
to him.

Pausing for a moment, Toby composed himself before heading forward again.

Upon seeing that Toby wasn’t listening, Declan gritted his teeth as a twisted look
took over his delicate-looking face.

Right then, his man couldn’t help but ask, “Young Master Declan, what should we
do? Should we return her to him? If that’s impossible, why don’t we capture him
without injuring him and only let him off when our ride is here?”

Declan’s eyes wavered a little as he clenched and unclenched his Fist. He looked
hesitant, as if he was contemplating what his man had said.

Nevertheless, Carl’s gentle yet bloodlust-filled voice suddenly rang out. “Declan,
you're really easy to locate.”

At this moment, Toby's expression changed before he turned around abruptly to
glare at Carl. Dang it, Carl! Of any time you could have come, why do you have to
arrive now?!

Toby could tell that Declan was tempted by what he offered just now and was
considering letting Sonia go. However, now that Carl showed up with so many
men, Declan knew that he couldn’t run anymore. He would definitely be agitated
and would try to use Sonia’s life to threaten them.



As expected, Declan initially decided to return Sonia to Toby and leave the place.
After all, Toby was alone and couldn’t hold all of them back, and he could still
find ways to remove Lucius anyway.

AFter Lucius was gone, even if Toby wanted to get his revenge, Declan could still
rise up as long as he was alive. In fact, he might even exceed Toby and get his
revenge on him instead. Yet, with Carl catching up to them with twice the
amount of men Declan had and the helicopter not reaching, Declan knew that
Carl would never let him off the hook even if he let Sonia go. By now, why should
| let her go?

At the thought of that, Declan suddenly moved toward the side and pulled Sonia
toward him from the two buff men. After removing the jacket on Sonia, he
grabbed Sonia by her neck forcefully before staggering backward along with her.

Not far away from their back was a dangerously steep slope. The steep slope was
a few feet in length, and at the end of the slope was a bottomless abyss.

As Declan’s movement was too sudden, everyone else was taken aback before
they came back to their senses. Upon seeing Declan grabbing Sonia by her throat
and standing at the edge of the slope, Toby tensed up. “Declan, let her go!”

He felt like his lungs were about to combust due to his anger. Carl, you fool! If
Carl had been slightly late—if he showed up after Declan let Sonia go—the
situation wouldn’t have escalated up to this point.

Still, Carl was oblivious to what Toby was thinking. Nevertheless, his face
darkened, as he could guess that his appearance caused Declan to do what he
was doing now. “Did you hear that, Declan? Let go of Sonia.”

“Let go of her?” Declan turned around to look at Sonia with a sinister grin on his
face. “Let go of her and get captured by you guys? Hmph! Do you think I'm stupid
to let her off so easily? If it wasn’t because of the unlucky traffic jam, do you
think I'll be cornered by you guys here?”

“What do you want?” Toby's knuckles were turning pale from how hard he was
clenching his fists.

“What | want is simple. | want him dead!” Declan’s gaze landed on Carl.
“President Fuller, didn’t you mention that you don’t mind me killing Lucius? If
he's dead, we will be able to return to how it was before he showed up. I'll let go
of your ex-wife, and you'll let me leave. Of course, I'll have to deal with your
revenge later on.”

Everything was fine as long as he wasn’t dead, as there was still a chance for him
to rise up again. As long as he could become the head of the Hayes Family and
prove himself to those that laughed at him for being an illegitimate son, he
wouldn’t mind being amputated or anything.

“So, do you want me to kill him?” Toby narrowed his eyes before scanning Carl.



Right then, Carl kept quiet as if the person getting his life or death sentence
wasn’t him. His gaze was lowered, and his face was devoid of any emotions.

“That’s right.” Declan nodded, as that was exactly what he wanted.

At this moment, Toby gave Carl a nonchalant look. “Did you hear that? He wants
me to kill you.”

Carl looked up to meet Toby's gaze. “Do you want to kill me?”
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Toby withdrew his gaze and said, “If this will make him let Sonia go, it's not out of
the question.”

How could you?!

Sonia’s eyes widened, and she stared at Toby in anger. You genuinely want to kill
Carl! If he really did that, even if Declan let her go, she would definitely not live.

How could she want to live? After all, her life had been exchanged for Carl’s life.

Hence, she absolutely would not allow Toby to harm Carl; she would rather have

Declan take her away than Carl die.

Naturally, Toby saw Sonia’s anger. His eyes flashed with unhappiness while his
heart felt dull. She cares so much about Carl.

“Well? Have you guys discussed it yet?” Declan saw that Toby and Carl were not
moving and thus felt a little impatient. Therefore, his hand on Sonia’s neck
tightened again. With that, Sonia’s face contorted in pain, and her eyebrows were
tightly furrowed together. When Toby saw how much pain she was in, his heart
constricted as he roared, “Declan, how dare you hurt her?!”

Then, Carl also stared at Declan with a deadly gaze, as if he wanted to rip Declan
into pieces. Declan coldly grunted, “I don’t want to, but you guys sure are taking
your sweet time. President Fuller, are you going to do it or not? Of course, Lucius
can also kill himself. Anyway, | just want him dead.”

“You are really—" Before Carl could finish, the leader of the bodyguards
suddenly stepped forward, looked at Toby and Carl, and opened his mouth to say,
“President Fuller, Mr. Lee, why don’t | rush over with my men? We outnumber
them, so we can definitely catch them and get Miss Reed back.”

“No!” Toby and Carl rejected this solution at the same time.
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Toby explained, “Don’t you realize what is behind Declan? It's a steep slope. He
knew when Carl and you guys appeared that he had lost in terms of manpower, so
if they go up directly against us, they will ultimately lose. Therefore, he
deliberately brought Sonia there in order to warn and threaten us. If we rush
over, he can push Sonia down the slope at any time.”

Otherwise, he would have long ordered these bodyguards to go up and arrest the
other party.

The bodyguard captain nodded. “I see. I'm sorry, President Fuller, my judgment
was lacking.”

“It's fine. Most importantly, one of the men under Declan has a gun.” Toby
slightly narrowed his eyes as his gaze swept around the waists of several men
around Declan, trying to find out the person holding the gun and the location of
the gun as well. He knew Declan’s men had a gun because that driver had told
him during the traffic jam on the way there. So, that was one of the reasons why
he didn’t dare to let his bodyguards rush up to them.

“What do | do now?” The bodyguard had a serious expression. “We can’t keep
stalemating like this, right? Besides, Declan doesn’t want to just stay like this;
he's waiting for us to make a move on Mr. Lee, or Mr. Lee to commit suicide. If
this takes too long, he might also get annoyed and do something to Miss Reed.”

Upon saying so, he looked at Carl. Carl’s fists clenched, then he slightly turned his
face sideways and lowered his voice. “Toby, | can kill myself.”

“What?” Toby raised his eyebrows in slight surprise. “You really want to kill
yourself?”

“I will pretend to kill myself.”

Carl lowered his eyes and said in a faint voice, “I can avoid the vital points of my
body, then fake my death. After Declan releases Sonia, get your men to go over
and arrest them. This solution is okay, right?”

Toby rubbed his fingers together and did not answer, seemingly considering the
feasibility. After thinking for about 10 seconds, he nodded slightly. “Let’s do it
this way; that’s all we can do.”

Carl nodded, then turned his gaze to Declan and said in a loud voice, “Declan, |
will kill myself.”

Declan was stunned for a moment, then laughed freely. Sonia, who he was
choking, changed her expression greatly. Looking at Carl emotionally, she kept
shaking her head, wanting Carl to retract his words.

No, Carl! I can’t have you take your own life in exchange for mine! | cannot accept
this.



Knowing what Sonia meant, Carl smiled faintly at her. “Sonia, if you can see me,
that means your eyes have recovered. That's good, but don’t worry, | know what
I'm doing.”

After saying that, he once again looked at Declan. “If you release her, I will
immediately kill myself.”

Declan’s wicked smile was replaced with a stoic expression. “Release? Who are
you kidding? What if I let her go, and you don’t kill yourself? So, you must kill
yourselF first, and after you die, | will release her.”

“Then | can equally suspect that you won't release her after | die,” Carl said in a
cold voice.

Declan gave a disdainful chortle. “With President Fuller here, would | dare not
release her? Isn’t that right, President Fuller?”

He looked at Toby.

Toby'’s thin lips opened slightly. “To be honest, | find you hard to trust. Therefore,
now the best way is to compromise. You will put Sonia...” Just halfway through
the words, the sound of a propeller suddenly came from above. Toby frowned
and looked up, while others also looked up and saw a helicopter flying overhead.

Declan’s men immediately recognized the helicopter and laughed excitedly.
“Young Master Declan, great! It's our helicopter.”

“It's finally here.” Declan also stared at the helicopter, his tense heart finally
relieved.

Although Toby had said that he could let them go for now as long as he released
Sonia, even if Toby really let them go, they could only run away on foot if the
helicopter did not come. Once they ran into the deep mountains, even if the
helicopter came, they could not board it because the helicopter could not land in
the deep mountains. When the time came, Toby only needed to execute a search
in the deep mountains, and they would still be caught.

Luckily, now that the helicopter finally arrived, it finally put Declan’s mind at
ease. Later, they could leave Seafield at once. As Declan’s helicopter flew above
them, the cabin door opened, and a soft ladder descended. Then, Declan looked
at Toby and his group. “President Fuller, can | let my men get on first? Anyway,
you said that as long as | return Sonia to you, you will let us go. After Lucius
commits suicide in a while, | will return Sonia to you, and we will leave
immediately. How about that?”

“Sure, but!” Toby pointed at him. “You can’t get on it now. If you get on it and
leave a subordinate behind to hold Sonia hostage, then the agreement between
you and me is immediately null and void, and | will immediately contact the air
force to intercept your helicopter and shoot you down,” Toby said with a serious
face.



Declan’s face changed, and finally, he revealed a gruesome smile. “Okay, then |
will stay here.”

Originally, he had honestly planned to get on the helicopter himself First and
leave one of his men down there to continue holding Sonia hostage. As a result,
the plan was destroyed by Toby before it could be implemented.

Soon, several of Declan’s men went up the soft ladder one by one to the
helicopter, leaving Declan alone down there. He turned his head to look back and
saw that he was still almost two feet away from the steep slope behind him, so
he pulled Sonia with him and took another step back to a distance half a foot
away from the slope. This action of his caused Toby and Carl’s hearts to clench.

“Declan, | dare you to play tricks!” Toby warned in a stern voice.

Declan smiled indifferently. “Come on, President Fuller. I'm doing this for my
own safety. After all, I'm the only one down here now. If | don’t do something,
who knows what will happen?”
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“If you insist,” Toby sneered back at Declan.

Only when Declan looked at Carl did he put away the smile on his face, and his
expression became one of impatience. “Lucius, what are you still standing there
for? Go on!”

“You don’t need to rush me. | will naturally do it”, Carl said, then he drew out a
dagger from the waist belt of the bodyguard next to him. The dagger’s blade was
very sharp, and the tip glinted with a cold silver light, making those who saw it
shudder.

At that moment, Sonia was deep in despair yet helpless, and unfortunately, she
could only watch on with her pupils dilated in complete horror.

Carl, don’t! Stop!

Carl smiled at her, then slowly aimed the tip of the knife at his left chest. But just
as he was about to stab down on himselFf, the sound of propellers came from the
sky again. This time, the sound was deafening, and there was more than one
propeller. The crowd looked up again and saw that not far away in the sky, three
helicopters flew over, and painted on the leading helicopter was the word ‘Fuller’,
indicating the helicopter’s affiliation. It was Toby's helicopter!
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Declan was dumbfounded, so it took several seconds for him to come to his
senses and look at Toby with eyes wide open. “You also called a helicopter?”

“I can’t call a helicopter?” Toby slightly raised his eyes and Faintly replied. Due to
too much anger, Declan’s hand that was pinching Sonia’s neck was shaking. “I got
it now. | was lied to. | was lied to from the beginning to the end. From the very
beginning, you have no intention to let me go. Even if | let Sonia go and leave
here, your helicopter will also immediately catch me.”

Toby hooked his lips. “You're pretty clever.”

Even Carl was surprised. Apparently, he also did not expect that Toby had called
his helicopter. But this was good, as this time Declan and his group would not be
able to escape. Looking at Toby's helicopter getting closer and closer and soon
going to close in on their helicopter, Declan’s men became anxious, and they
shouted, “Young Master Declan, quickly! Forget about them Ffirst. Release the
woman and grab the ladder! We should go now. If we don’t go, we really won't be
able to escape. If we want to kill Lucius, we still have plenty of chances later. Now
the most important thing is to get out of here first, Young Master Declan!”

Declan knew this, but he was not willing to just leave because it would be beyond
challenging the next time he wanted to get Lucius killed. But if he didn't leave,
Toby would get him, and if Toby handed him over to Lucius, he was afraid that
Lucius would turn around and kill him. So, it was undeniable that his best move
there and then was to leave. Although he would end up being retaliated against
by Toby, Toby wouldn’t get him killed if he didn’t get Sonia killed. As long as he
didn’t die, he would still have a chance.

Thinking of this, Declan gritted his teeth and finally took a deep breath. Next, he
threw Sonia toward the side, then jumped upward and grabbed the soft ladder.
What Declan didn't expect was that he threw Sonia with a little too much force,
and when Sonia fell to the ground, her body rolled backward. With this, she fell
down the steep slope.

“Sonia!” Toby's face changed dramatically.
Carl also opened his eyes wide. “Sonia!”

The two dashed toward the edge of the steep slope, and when they reached the
edge, their hearts sank when they saw that Sonia was tumbling down below.

“Sonia!” Carl stretched out his hand, as if he wanted to grab Sonia.

However, Sonia was below, rolling down the slope more than thirty feet away.
Carl stood on top of the slope, so he was not able to grab her. Just as Carl didn’t
know what to do and could only watch as Sonia eventually fell off the cliff, he
suddenly Felt a strong wind whisking by his ears, and then he saw a shadow
jumping down. That was Toby! Toby had actually jumped down!



Carl’s pupils dilated as he saw Toby jump down and also roll a distance away.
After that, Toby reached out and pulled Sonia’s wrist, then pulled Sonia into his
arms.

“Don’t be afraid!” As Sonia looked at Toby with a shocked gaze, Toby suddenly
smiled at her and said these words.

However, the heartwarming scene didn’t last long before both of them fell off
the cliff amidst Carl’s horror.

At that, Carl’'s legs suddenly went limp, and he knelt at once on the edge of the
steep slope, his eyes staring at the empty area and his lips trembling as he could
not speak. Sonia had Fallen off the cliff! As for Toby, he also thought nothing of it
and jumped down for the sake of Sonia. However, Carl could only stand rooted
without the slightest courage to follow them.

At this moment, Carl could not deny that Toby indeed loved Sonia. Otherwise, it
would be impossible For him to jump off the cliff without hesitation and go after
her. And he himself, who said he loved Sonia, could not even take this step.

How pathetic! | could not even die for her!

If he was really willing to kill himself to save Sonia, he wouldn’t have delayed
again and again. Instead, in the beginning, when Declan offered to have him die
and would release Sonia as long as he died, he would have immediately done it to
himself. But he didn’t. Instead, he discussed it with Toby for a long time, enough
to show that he couldn’t die for Sonia. So, he lost, once again to Toby. When it
came to one’s feelings for Sonia, he really couldn’t compare to Toby's deep
feelings for her.

On the soft ladder, Declan also saw this scene, and he was completely
dumbFfounded. He never thought that with just a push, Sonia would fall down the
steep slope and end up falling off the cliff. After all, he really didn’t dare to kill
Sonia, or Toby would kill him. However, he never thought that things would turn
out this way. After Sonia fell off the cliff, Toby also followed and jumped with her.
The cliff was so high, so they definitely would not survive. And here, there were

so many witnesses to prove that because of him, Sonia fell down along with Toby,
so the Fuller Family would definitely blame all this on him. The Fuller Family
would definitely get him killed!

Run! Hurry up and run! I'll leave Seafield and even leave the country! | can’t be
caught by the Fuller Family, otherwise I will be as good as dead.

“Go, hurry up and go!” Thinking of this, Declan raised his head and roared at the
cabin as loud as possible.

The people in the cabin heard it, and the pilot immediately raised the helicopter,
then turned around and flew away. However, just as the helicopter flew off, two
helicopters chased after it. The third one didn’t go after it but slowly descended
and landed not far behind Carl on a slightly flat area. Then, the cabin opened, and



Tom jumped down before he walked directly to the bodyguards and asked the
leader, “Where's President Fuller and Miss Reed?”

Since there are so many people here, Miss Reed should be saved. Even if she is
not, President Fuller should still be here. Yet, why is President Fuller not here
either?

The leader lowered his head, somewhat afraid to face Tom, then said in a low
voice, “President Fuller... President Fuller... h-he jumped off the cliff.”

“What did you say?” Tom first froze, then his face instantly changed.

Grabbing the other man’s collar, he shouted, “You said President Fuller jumped
off the cliff?!”

“Yes.” The bodyguard captain nodded.

“Declan threw Miss Reed off the cliff, and President Fuller jumped down with
her.”

Tom sucked in a breath of cold air, and in the next second, he questioned angrily,
“Then why didn’t you stop it? Why didn’t you, as President Fuller's bodyguard,
stop him? You allowed him to jump down in front of you?”

“I-1 didn’t have time.” The bodyguard also knew that he had shirked his
responsibility by not protecting his boss.

Clenching his fists with his eyes red, he replied, “It really happened too fast, and
we did not react in time. When we realized it was already too late.”
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“Good job, you guys!” Tom yelled sarcastically while he shook off the bodyguard
leader with Force and spun around in place in anger. After a while, he saw the
bodyguards lowering their heads, just like fools, and he yelled again, “What on
earth are you still doing here?! Go and find them down the mountain!”

“Yes, yes, yes.” Hearing Tom's reminder, the bodyguards hurriedly nodded in
response, then all of them scattered and began to survey the terrain, looking for
a way to get to the bottom of the cliff. Tom also did not stay idle. Instead, he
took out his phone with red eyes and dialed the phone number of the search and
rescue team.
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No matter what, he must find President Fuller alive or, at the very least, locate
his corpse!

As For Toby himself, he was at this moment hanging from the cliff with one hand
and grabbing on a tree trunk that was only wrist-thick, while the other hand was
tightly wrapped around Sonia.

On the way down the cliff with Sonia in his arms, he found a small tree growing
on the cliff, and so he subconsciously reached out and grabbed the trunk. That
was how he and Sonia were able to stop in mid-air. But this trunk was not thick,
and it was difficult For it to carry both their weights. Currently, this trunk was
bent almost thirty degrees, and it was continuing to bend down. In fact, in a few
minutes, the trunk would likely break.

At that time, he and Sonia would continue to fall. Soon, Toby looked down at the
bottomless cliff beneath his feet, then looked at the unsteady tree trunk above
his head, and finally gazed down on the scared woman in his arms. “I'm sorry,
Sonia. | came to save you, but I didn't expect to fail in the end.” His voice sounded
mellow, as if he was ready for whatever awaited him.

Sonia shook her head repeatedly. In her opinion, he had already saved her. First
of all, it was none of his business that she was kidnapped, and the fact that he
could come to her rescue already made her surprised and touched. Secondly,
Declan’s plan was perfect. By kidnapping her and using her to lure in Carl, he was
able to then kill Carl.

The whole plan could go on without a hitch, and Toby's appearance was a surprise.
It was also because of Toby’s appearance that Declan’s plan failed, and it was
because of that that both of them survived. Thus, Toby saved not only her, but
also Carl. Therefore, he didn’t have to apologize at all; it was her and Carl who
should apologize and thank him.

Of course, what made her heart move the most was the time when Toby jumped
off the cliff for her. At that moment, she was shocked, and even her fear while
rolling down the steep slope dissipated as her mind was Ffull of his alarming act.
She did not understand why he had to do so—was he not afraid of death? Did he
not know how dangerous his behavior was?

But she was sure that he knew what he was doing, as from the beginning to the
end, she did not see fear and regret in his expression. Instead, there was only
righteousness and determination, even until now.

Many people might have the courage to do something at first because their
subconsciousness was fueled by adrenaline. However, they would begin to regret
it later. However, Toby did not. He really did not regret jumping down in an
attempt to save her.

As Sonia thought of that, her nose burned, and her eyes reddened, then she
began to sob.

Toby, you should not do this.



She wanted to tell him this, but he couldn’t understand and could only look at her
and say feebly, “l don’t know what you're talking about. I'd love to help you tear
the tape off your mouth, but | can’t do it with either hand right now.”

Sonia nodded, indicating that she understood, since Toby held her with one hand
and gripped the trunk with the other. Although nothing could be seen from his
face, she knew that it must be very difficult for him at the moment, especially the
arm that was gripping the tree trunk. It must be excruciating by now.

After all, that arm was carrying the weight of two people. Moreover, she could

see that the wrist of that arm was red, while the hand holding the trunk was pale.
That was because the wrist was suspended, resulting in excessive blood flow to it,
while the hand was lacking blood flow because the grip on the trunk was too firm.
Besides, his hands and arms were trembling slightly, showing that he was about

to reach his limit and he would not be able to grasp the trunk for long.

Perhaps in the end, before the trunk broke, his grip would loosen First. When the
time came, both of them would continue to fall off the cliff and land in two
human pulps.

Thinking of this, Sonia raised her head and looked at the man with an extremely
serious expression, hoping that he would let go of her. Only by letting her go
would he not have to bear the weight of two people and could grasp the trunk of
the tree with two arms together. The most important thing was that without her
weight, the bearing capacity of this trunk would increase, and it would not break
so soon. Maybe it would be able to support him, and a rescue helicopter would
reach him in time, in which case he would survive.

In any case, she also wanted him to live. After all, she was the one who was
kidnapped by Declan, and it was her and Carl whom Declan wanted to kill, and he
only got involved because he wanted to save her. So, he didn’t deserve to die!

As the look in Sonia’s eyes was too obvious, Toby read it clearly, and the
tenderness in his eyes was replaced by displeasure and determination. “l won’t
let go of you.”

Sonia’s eyes widened at that. You're crazy; if you don’t let go of me, you'll die
too!

Toby smiled again. “l know. It’s a good thing to die with you.”
He's insane! He's really insane! Sonia’s face turned red with anger.

Just then, a breaking sound came from above her head. Her body stiffened, and
she jerked her head up to look. She saw that the trunk that Toby was holding on
to had broken off from above, leaving only an inch or so of thickness still
unbroken. The remaining trunk, at most, would only support them for a dozen
more seconds.



“Ugh...” Suddenly, Toby let out a painful grunt. So, Sonia hurriedly looked at him,
and as she was looking at his pale face full of cold sweat, she instantly panicked
and made a muffled sound. What's wrong with you?

Toby lifted his eyes to look at her and squeezed out a weak smile at her. “I—"

Before he finished his words, the sound of breaking came again from the top of
his head. This time, the tree trunk was completely broken. Toby's grip had also
broken loose from the trunk, and then his whole arm hung behind him at an
abnormal angle. However, Sonia couldn’t see, because at this moment, she and
Toby had Fallen down the cliff again. At the moment of the fall, Toby suddenly
held her head down hard on his chest and said in a hoarse voice, “Don’t be afraid,
and don’t look.”

Sonia did not speak, as she could not speak anyway. She just closed her eyes,
obediently leaning on his chest and listening to his rapid heartbeat.

Somehow, even though she was originally really scared inside, she suddenly
inexplicably Felt tranquility. Yes, tranquility.

Everyone feared death, and she was no exception. Thus, at the moment the trunk
broke, she was laughing bitterly to herself. This time, she was really dead, and it
would be a gruesome death, no less. To die this way meant that perhaps her
corpse would not even be whole.

In the process of falling, hearing the sound of the wind whistling past her ears,
she was so afraid that her heart leaped to her throat.

But now, she was surprisingly not afraid. Maybe it was because of Toby's words;
maybe it was because there was someone with her before she died. Anyway, it
was a good thing, but she still felt very sorry For Toby.

He did not have to die, and although this was his own choice, she still felt sorry in
her heart for dragging him down with her.
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It is just that I have no chance to repay your kindness in this life... I'm sorry, Toby!
In her heart, Sonia silently spoke to Toby.

The descent was quick, and in just a few seconds, they had fallen to the bottom
of the cliff. However, to Sonia, it was like a century had passed. Just as she took a
deep breath, ready to meet the moment of her bones shattering into a million
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pieces, she and Toby unexpectedly did not fall on the hard ground but into a
deep bottomless lake instead.

There was a loud splash as the two of them fell heavily into the lake, and the
water splashed up at least a few feet high. Sonia immediately opened her eyes as
the cold lake water seeped into her eyes, ears, and nose, making it an
uncomfortable situation. But more than that, she felt excitement and great joy.
She tore off the tape on her mouth and smiled with her mouth closed. | didn't die!
| survived!

Originally, she thought that falling off the cliff meant certain death.

Thank God! This is such a one-in-a-million miracle! | mean, honestly, who’'d have
expected a lake at the bottom of a cliff?

Sonia was so happy that she was about to cry, but just as she was about to bite
the rope off her hand with her mouth, she suddenly thought of something, and
her heart’s excitement and ecstasy disappeared. Where is Toby?

At that thought, Sonia had a change in expression. Just when she and Toby Fell
into the lake, Toby's hand, which had been holding her, had let go.

Thus, she concluded that he should be nearby, looking around to find him.
However, her brows furrowed when she didn’t see him anywhere.

Strange, there is no one here. Could it be that he had already swum ashore?
That's not impossible.

Thinking of this, Sonia sighed with relief. It was good if he went ashore first.
Besides, she also had to find a way to save herself. She lowered her head and bit
the rope, trying to release herself from it. This process was extraordinarily
difficult for Sonia because the time for her to hold her breath in the water was
limited. For an average person with professional swimming training, it could last
almost two minutes. So, she had to untie the rope and swim to the surface to
breathe within two minutes, or she would drown otherwise.

It was a good thing that when Declan’s people tied her up, they didn’t use too
complicated knots. Sonia pulled the knot hard while still being careful not to put
too much pressure on her own throat. Yes! Finally, she untied the rope on her
wrist, so without delay, she tried to reach her feet.

With her hands, the ropes on her feet were untied within ten seconds. She
thought that she had Declan’s people to thank for not tying her with hemp rope.
Otherwise, the rope would have swollen with water and become tighter, and it
would have been impossible to untie it within two minutes.

With her arms and legs finally free, Sonia was delighted, and then she
immediately paddled her arms and swung her feet to swim upward. A few
seconds later, she emerged from the surface and then exhaled loudly. I've finally
come back to life!



Shedding tears of joy, Sonia then shouted toward the shore, “Toby, are you
there?”

However, there was no response from the shore.

Sonia’s smile disappeared as she moved in the water and swept her glance
around the shore but failed to see Toby. At once, a bad feeling rose in her heart.
If Toby was not on the shore, could it be that he never made it ashore? Then right
now, he would be...

Sonia’s pupils constricted. Not daring to continue to think, she immediately dove
into the water after taking a deep breath and swam downward. When she was in
the water before, she just looked around and did not look down, so this time she
looked down and finally saw Toby. Toby’s eyes were closed at the moment, and
he was floating near the bottom of the lake as if he was already dead.

Seeing this, Sonia felt her heart tighten, and she subconsciously opened her
mouth. “To—"

Gurgle.

After choking on water, Sonia hurriedly closed her mouth, adjusted her breathing,
and then swam quickly to Toby. Holding his arm, she took him up to the surface.
When Toby let go of her, he had fainted and sunk to the bottom of the lake. Now
that a few minutes had passed, she didn’t dare to think about his condition at all.
The possibility that he could have drowned scared her to the bones, and thus, her
only choice was to save him as fast as possible.

Hurry up, hurry up! You can do it! You can do it!

Sonia tried to motivate herself in her heart. The difficulty of swimming with a
person, especially an unconscious person, was hellish. She Felt like she was going
to lose her strength and couldn’t make it, but she still refused to give up on Toby.
Even though she Felt like her legs were going to cramp, she was still gritting her
teeth and swimming toward the shore. In any case, she had to bring Toby to
shore, because on the cliff just now, Toby also did not give up on her.

“Toby, hold on a little more. The shore is near. | believe you are still alive, and you
are not dead. As long as you are not dead, | will be able to save you, so hold on!”
Sonia looked at the shore not far ahead and spoke while gasping for breath as
she continued to swim forward.

Finally, they arrived at the shore. Sonia held Toby’s armpits and dragged him to
the shore, then hurriedly sat down on her knees and checked his condition. The
moment she felt that Toby was not breathing and had no heartbeat, her heart
almost stopped.

Toby has no vital signs? Is he really dead? No, it can’t be, it can’t be!

Sonia did not want to believe this fact and hurriedly folded her hands together.
Putting her hands on Toby's chest, she began to give him first aid chest



compressions. After several compressions, she lay down again and put her ear to
his heart to hear if he had any heartbeat. After not hearing any, she continued to
press a few times. Then, she pinched his nose, lifted his jaw, and gave him
mouth-to-mouth resuscitation. After that, she alternated between that and chest
compressions.

Two minutes passed, but Toby still did not respond. Sonia could not hold back
any longer, and biting her lower lip, she began crying. Her voice choked as she
said, “Toby, hurry up and come back alive. Do you hear me? Hurry up and come
back alive. | am not dead, so how can you, someone who is randomly involved in
this matter, die!”

Her tears fell, and one drop fell directly on Toby's eyelid. With that, Toby's
eyelashes trembled, and his eyes moved a little. Although it was not obvious,
Sonia still caught it. Her eyes instantly opened wide, and she began trembling
with excitement. He's come back to life!

“Toby!” Sonia stopped her movements and gently removed her hands away from
his chest. Then, she stared at him with bated breath. Was he about to wake up?

“PFFt!” Toby did not wake up but suddenly spat out a few mouthfuls of lake water
and then coughed violently. When he coughed, his body shuddered a few times.
Sonia hurriedly lifted his upper body up and let him lean in her arms and then
raised her hand to pat his back with some force so that he would vomit some
more and spit out all the water.

“Cough, cough, cough...” Coughing For a while, Toby finally opened his eyes after
spitting out more water. However, he was frail, and his fFace was pale and
bloodless. His eyes were only half opened as he looked at Sonia and tried to
speak. “Sonia...”

“Great, you've finally come back to life.”

Filled with tears of joy, Sonia did not think much before hugging Toby. “Do you
know that you had no heartbeat and breathing just now? You scared me to death.
| thought you had really just died and could not come back to life..."a
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