omen's bath again. 1

I walked down the castle grounds and took
myself on a stroll.

Everyone stared at me with every turn I made.
The chains around my ankles only made it
worse.

You could hear the clank against the metal as |
walked, and people would turn to sce me.

Flustered, I went ahead and found myself going

down a lonely path.
[ wasn't in the castle anymore.

There were ground floors away from the castle,
beautiful trees, and a lovely forest.

Back home in our pack, I had hardly had the




" There were lilies above the lake and “swans'
- swimming about.

Birds sang, and a group of beavers were
working.

I hadn't had the opportunity to swim ina very
"l'bng time. |

) ere used to be a little lake back home in




I had jumped in fear and found her at tf
the lake.

I dove into the river to hide my nudity.

"Look at you swimming naked! Your mother was,
always a slut, and | knew you would be one (oo,
but you're barely even nine years old!" She had
raged. "And yet, look at you! Swimming naked so
that a man can come and find you, ain't it?! My

little Jessica would never be like you!"

[ had been alarmed by her words and
accusations. "No, L.una Maria, I just came to
swim here alone.

"Are you even a virgin?!" She spat at me.

Her words surprised me, and behind




BT ‘promised her that I WOuld never v151t agaln

She ignored me, and | watched my beautlful
secret burn down before my eyes.

I shook the memory away, stripped off my
clothes, and entered the lake.

The water was so soothing, and the swans came
towards me.

[ saw about five flamingos together by the other
end of the lake.

[ smiled as | watched the little animals play

around, and nature was tranquil.

Then, | saw a massive crocodile coming towards
me.

1 Jumped in frlght but to my surpnse it only
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pack.

In some ways, it was as if life was better here
than even back home.

And from how things were between Xaden and
me. it didn't seem he would touch me anymore.

I sighed as I swam in the lake, and after a few

hours, | had to come out.

I couldn't risk staying here so long before they

missed me.

As [ reached the bank of the river, I saw that my
ankles had healed.

It was supposed to be bright red and partly
bruised because of the chains, but here it was '

clear.
~ Was it the lake?
kly looked into
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It was gone, too!
I looked back at the lake, astonished!

What had just happened? Had I discovered a
magical lake?

I wanted to take another dive when [ heard loud
bells ringing.

| became alert.

Back in our pack, it was usually good or bad
when the bells were rung.

The last time | heard the bell ring was when
Xaden invaded our pack.

I quickly put on my clothes and hurried out of
the forest.

valked back to the gro




 else. They did the same thmg
| saw Lady Belinda giving instructions.

“There you are!" She was pointing at me. "You
need to set your schedule aside. I'll give you new
duties. You will be servicing one of the packs
when they arrive’

| was confused.

When did one of the packs arrive?

| was more lost.

“Please, what is happening?" I asked her.

"It's the festival” She said to me, "Ahead of the
coming hallo moon.”

I had heard of the Hallo Moon.

It was a rare event. The last one suppose
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‘No one knew when it would happen, just tha
'~ did. and a few days before it took place, the
group of wolves who dealt with the study of the
moon would find it and inform other packs.

It was the second-biggest festival, and I also
knew that it was usually held at the location

where the hallo reflected.

If the other packs were coming here, then that

meant that the hallo was reflecting here.

I didn't know much about it, but there were
myths about it being a dark festival, and I had a

sickening feeling in my chest.







