as a child from love

“Then it would be broken.” Marie said
gain his heart. But I assure you, it was he
wanted this. Not you or anyone else. He d
by himself

"And what about the fact that you've changed
him?" Eleanor asked him. "What about that?
met him on the floor, already changing into that
thing."

"It was the consequences of his actions.” Marie
said it without even twitching. "l warned him
there would be consequences. He said he

wanted them regardless.”

“He needs something if he is going to turn intoa
monster.” Elena said. 'l know what he turned him
to. You know what he was turned into, but he

doesn't”

~ "Like I said, it was a price It

s,
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He is a warrior who would defeat h-lS enerm

that's all that matters most. I gave him
something to subside the pain and
transformation. It's not a cure, but it will be

managed.
"You're going to pay for this” Elena warned.

“I'm here because of you." Marie informed. “You

have nothing to say or do. Get out”

Elena had nothing to say to her sister; she just
looked at her in disgust and said, "That little girl
that I knew—I don't know what happened to her”

And she left.




‘expected, he was up and already
ready for the feast.

She turned to Erik, who was standing beside her.

"Could you please give us a minute?”

Erik nodded and left the room, and then she

turned to Xaden.

"How could you be so foolish?" She demanded.

"How could you?"

"What are you talking about?" He asked her.

"You went to Dale Magic to heighten your wolf
powers?" She asked him. "You did that?"

He groaned and strolled to the window.




‘the floor, almost fully transforme_d. Yo
want to know what would have happene
if I didn't arrive just on time"

I was fine" He snapped.

"Now you don't get to snap at me!" She pointed
his beautiful brown, slender fingers at him. "You )
don't! You're my son! [ raised you as my own!

And I raised you in the best way I could! This is

not how I raised you!”
'] wanted revenge for my family!" He said.

“And I told you you deserved revenge, but if you
must have revenge, you must have it as a true

Alpha. Not some coward who runs behind some
witch who performs dark magic!” She said. "You
“have no idea! I have no idea what you ve dong"




arms, even though he was way taller thar
and thirty times more huge.

Nonetheless, she shook him fervently. "Wh
have you done?" She begged. "You gave up y'
ability to love? To have children? Why?*

“Because [ don't want anyone to have leverage
on me, okay?" He sparked.

She jumped in fright, and then he sighed.
“I know what happened to my parents. My family.
My father was not able to save us or be at his full

wolf potential because of us, and he still lost us. I
don't ever want to be in that position. He told

her.

«And what about the people you love? Erik? Tk




§ He said nothing, and then he pulle
from her. "I can never love anyone “

Elena started to wonder where she had gon
wrong in raising him. fiis:

What she had said wrong to him had made him.
this way.

"It wasn't your fault! He said it as if he were
reading her mind. "It was a decision I made for

myself

“The blade wouldn't do anything." She said. "You
can't use it to manage yourself. You need to get
out of this. There are things at hand that you
cannot understand. They are at play, and I will
not stand by and watch you be a pawn.’ She ‘sai'.c_l..» ;

[ made my decision.” He said. "I'll be more ;

careful from now on.




held her arms and said, "Il rer axig
after. But you've disappointed me."

*Marie deceived you. She said. "She is not

I promise you. Nothing from her can ever come
good.”

"] will have my victory” He said. "That's good
enough for me”

And with that, he picked up his sword and

strolled out of the room.




