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hapter 46 | am Jeff Ashcroft h Finished Raymond stared blankly . His lips parted as if
his soul had been knocked out of him . He had made a name for himself in Mornwick
with his remarkable medical skills since his return from training . He earned respect and
admiration throughout the upper echelons of society . His reputation had soared , and
his fees were in the millions . Even a powerful family like the Halloways didn't intimidate
him . His decision to help stemmed entirely from his belief in his talent and his current
mood .

He had always thought his medical skills were extraordinary , not quite matching those
of his master but still superior to most . However , he was utterly shaken by Leander
today . Not only did Leander possess medical knowledge comparable to that of his
master , but his inner strength was also formidable . Leander looked down at him with
an indifferent gaze . Raymond immediately snapped to attention , cupping his hands in
respect . " It's an honor to meet a true Sovereign . I'm really yielding ! " He is truly a
Martial Sovereign ! Previously , Raymond hadn't regarded Leander highly at all .

He had scoffed even when Gale referred to Leander as " Mr. Ashcroft . " However , he
felt nothing but awe now . Leander appeared to be only seventeen or eighteen , yet he
had already achieved the pinnacle of martial arts . The news of a Martial Sovereign
under twenty would send shockwaves not just through Mornwick but throughout all of
Astria . Raymond understood what it took to reach such a level because of his master's
connections . He understood just how much effort a warrior had to invest to achieve the
status of a Sovereign .

Becoming a Martial Sovereign and reaching the peak of the martial realm required
talent , hard work , time , and opportunity . Each of these elements was essential . In
the past twenty years , Gareth had been recognized as the most talented matrtial
practitioner in Astria and was currently regarded as the strongest . Yet, even he only
achieved the status of Martial Sovereign by thirty . Now , young individuals surpassing
Gareth's gifts had begun to appear as Astria's martial community flourished and new
talents emerged like Ethan and Daphne .

They were only sixteen or seventeen and already masters in their own right , just a step
away from Sovereignty . But they would not reach that level before twenty , even with
their extraordinary talent . A young Martial Sovereign like Leander had already
surpassed all other talents and defied the 1/4 19:30 Sat, Oct 11 Chapter 46 | am Jeff
Ashcroft limits of history . How could this not leave him astounded ? 39 Finished " Hand
over the item since you yield , " Leander said and pointed to the pendant on Raymond's
chest . " This ... " Raymond's expression changed instantly .



His hand tightened around the jade pendant , and he hesitated to give it up . Leander
narrowed his eyes with a dangerous smile playing at the corners of his mouth . " Have
you forgotten our wager ? " Raymond's face shifted through various emotions before
settling into a forced smile . " Mr. Ashcroft , this pendant was a precious gift from my
master when | left the mountain . It's a symbol of our bond . Please have some mercy ! "
"I'll gladly give you anything else | own besides this pendant . How about that ? " It was
clear he didn't want to part with the pendant .

"1 didn't force you when we made our wager , and you agreed willingly . Now that the
outcome is clear , do you want to break your promise ? | don't care if this pendant
symbolizes your bond with your master . The bet is binding and cannot be changed . Do
you think I'm joking ? " The atmosphere in the room shifted abruptly as Leander's words
fell . Everyone held their breath and was afraid to speak . The scene where Leander
demonstrated his techniques from a distance replayed vividly in his mind .

Both Dylan and Gale , being internal martial practitioners , understood that a Martial
Sovereign's words held immense weight and were always kept . Raymond's expression
grew tense as he took a step back . Facing a Martial Sovereign was daunting for
anyone . Yet, he felt no fear despite his serious demeanor . He met Leander's gaze
directly . " Mr. Ashcroft , while | did lose the wager , this pendant is a gift from my
master , so | cannot decide this alone ! My master will not be pleased if you attempt to
take it by force . He might come down from the mountain himself to confront you !

" Leander remained unperturbed . " No matter who your master is , you will leave this
pendant with me today! " Raymond burst into laughter , his arrogance shining through .
" There are still those who are stronger , though you're a Martial Sovereign . You likely
lack 2/4 19:30 Sat , Oct 11 Chapter 46 | am Jeff Ashcroft 32 Finished experience
compared to my master ! My master resides at Listin Star Peak , and in the martial
world , he is known as the Jade Emperor ' in the martial world " . Gale and Dylan , who
had been quietly observing , suddenly trembled at the mention of " Jade Emperor .

" Their expressions froze as if they had heard something unbelievable . " Jade Emperor
? " Leander's brows furrowed slightly . Raymond felt a surge of satisfaction by seeing
Leander's reaction . His master held a prestigious position in Astria's martial community
. Ninety - nine percent of martial practitioners would be intimidated by the name " Jade
Emperor ." He would still be overshadowed by Raymond's master even though Leander
was a Martial Sovereign . Raymond thought he could sense fear in Leander . However ,
Leander's next words left him speechless . " I've never heard of him !

" Leander's eyes were cold , and his patience had run thin . " Enough of this nonsense .
You can leave after you hand over the pendant ! " He stepped forward as he spoke . "
Mr. Ashcroft , don't ! " Gale exclaimed in alarm after seeing this and was desperate to
stop Leander . But Leander seemed oblivious as he took another step forward . "
Humph ! " Raymond didn't expect Leander to really take action . He scoffed and tossed
out four black steel balls and then bolted for the door . The speed he unleashed was
that of a master - level internal martial practitioner .



He leaped ten feet and used the black steel balls as cover to escape the room . These
steel balls were his homemade " blast orbs " filled with explosives . He believed he
could buy enough time to flee even against a Martial Sovereign . Leander stood still and
raised his hand slightly . He opened his fingers and effortlessly caught the four steel
balls between them . Then , he threw a punch at Raymond's back ! Although Leander
was ten feet away , the force of his punch reached Raymond in an instant and hit him
squarely between the shoulder blades . Cough!

3/4 19:30 Sat , Oct 11 Chapter 461 am Jeff Ashcroft Raymond spat out a mouthful of
blood and crashed to the ground . Finished Leander casually tossed the steel balls into
the trash bin and then walked over to Raymond to remove the pendant with a
commanding tone . " I'll take this pendant ! Go back and tell your master that he is
welcome to come to Ravenridge to confront me if he has any complaints ! " " He may be
known as the ' Jade Emperor , ' but my name is Jeff Ashcroft ! " Send Gifts 50 , (
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Chapter 47 The Four Extremes 0 Finished Jeff Ashcroft was an identity Leander had
earned through countless life - and - death struggles and the trials of blood and fire over
the past few years . From the moment he had been inexplicably expelled from the
Ashcroft family and abandoned on a desolate mountain by Gareth Ashcroft , he vowed
to rise above the clouds and defy the heavens . He would not let the earth confine his
heart , nor would he allow the sky to blind his vision . " Jeff ? Great, I'll remember it . |
will definitely report this to my master , so you'd better wait for it !

" Raymond spat another mouthful of blood . His eyes filled with malice . He had noted
Leander's name , then staggered out of the room in the most humiliating manner . Gale
and Dylan snapped back to reality after witnessing the force behind Leander's punch .
They quickly rushed to his side . " Mr. Ashcroft , you really shouldn't have acted like that
I'" Gale exclaimed with anxiety evident in his voice . Leander's expression remained
calm as he casually replied , " Oh ? Why not ? | was merely reclaiming my winnings ! "
Gale swallowed hard . His voice trembled slightly . " Mr.

Ashcroft , you were only reclaiming what was rightfully yours while it's true that
Raymond had a wager with you . However , the critical point is that his master is the
Jade Emperor ! Don't you know who the Jade Emperor is ? " Leander shrugged . " |
really don't know who ! " Although he had made rapid progress in martial arts over the
years and was well - versed in many renowned martial techniques from history , he was
still unaware of the prominent figures in the current Astrian martial arts world . Gale
sighed at the seriousness of Leander's demeanor . His expression turned grave . " Mr.

Ashcroft , perhaps you lack some awareness of the martial arts community . Are you
familiar with the Four Extremes ? " Leander shook his head . " The Four Extremes
refers to the four most powerful individuals acknowledged in the Astrian martial arts



community . They are revered by many experts across the land ! They are known as
North Dragon , South Shire , West Judie , and East Morgan - Royce ! " 1/4 19:30 Sat ,
Oct 11 Chapter 47 The Four Extremes inished " Among them , South Shire is the one
Raymond just mentioned .

His name is Grayson , and he resides on the Jade Emperor of Listin Star Peak in
Mornwick , which is why he has earned the title of Jade Emperor ! " " Oh ? " Leander
raised an eyebrow . He was surprised to learn that Raymond's master had such a
notable background and was one of the Four Extremes in the current Astrian martial
arts world . " What kind of power does this Grayson possess ? Is he also a Martial
Sovereign ? " Leander asked . " Grayson is more than just a Martial Sovereign ! " Gale
shook his head and let out a sigh .

" He is undoubtedly one of the top - tier figures among Martial Sovereigns ! " " He
became famous at forty . He challenged renowned masters in the Mornwick area upon
entering the scene and establishing an undefeated record , making the ruler of this
region . " " His martial skills are ruthless . Those who have faced him and lost ultimately
end up dead at his hands . He is often regarded as the most bloodthirsty among the
Four Extremes . He has killed no fewer than thirteen Martial Sovereigns throughout his
history . " " Thirteen ? " A flicker of intensity flashed in Leander's eyes .

The ability to kill thirteen Martial Sovereigns indicated that Grayson's strength had
reached an unfathomable level . Yet , Leander showed no sign of fear . Instead , his
expression turned intrigued . Gale furrowed his brow , expressing regret . " Mr. Ashcroft
, we're in real trouble if what Raymond said is true , and he's indeed a disciple of
Grayson ! " " Grayson is notorious for being ruthless . If he learns that you've injured his
disciple and comes looking for you , then ... " He trailed off , leaving the implication
hanging in the air .

Leander's youth suggested he had just begun his journey though he was a Matrtial
Sovereign . However , Grayson was a seasoned killer at the pinnacle of power .
Leander would be an easy target if Grayson came for him ! " Are you worried I'll die at
his hands ? " Leander chuckled softly with a smirk appearing at the corner of his mouth .
" I'll be waiting for him if he wants to come . | genuinely want to see what special skills
this so- called Jade Emperor possesses to be included among the Four Extremes !

" 2/4 19:30 Sat, Oct 11 Chapter 47 The Four Extremes 39 Finished Leander's tone
hinted that he wanted to challenge Grayson Shire , which made Gale and Dylan
exchange a glance and share a wry smile . They acknowledged that Leander was
incredibly strong by having achieved the status of Martial Sovereign before turning
twenty . However , Grayson Shire was a true overlord in the Astrian martial arts
community ! " Mr. Ashcroft , your talent is extraordinary . You've already attained Martial
Sovereign status at such a young age . Why not retreat for ten years ?



After that time , you will surely become even stronger with your aptitude and abilities .
Then , you can confront Grayson again ! " Gale worried that Leander might be
overconfident , so he urged him to reconsider . Leander could potentially rival Grayson if
given ten years , in his view . Leander chuckled and shook his head . He didn't want to
dwell on that issue . Instead , he inquired , " Who are the other three in the Four
Extremes ?

" Seeing that Leander was not inclined to heed his advice , Gale sighed softly and
continued , " West Judie refers to Sean Judie , who is a descendant of the Judies from
Klolk ! " " The Judies are descended from Paul Judie , who was a famed strategist .
They are not only highly skilled in martial arts but also masters of intricate formations ,
excelling in arranging formations and interpreting omens ! " " Sean is a rare genius from
the Judies who is rumored to have mastered many formation techniques by the age of
thirty that makes him incredibly adept .

Any formation in his hands can unleash exponential power ! " " He became a Martial
Sovereign at forty - two by using both martial skills and formations to dominate the world
. The number of Martial Sovereigns defeated by him is not in the single digits as he
maintains control over Astria's western region , instilling fear among the borders ! "
Leander rubbed his nose and recalled that he had heard of the Judies . Paul was a
master of formations who led an entire era . Gale continued , " East Morgan - Royce
refers to Maximilian Morgan - Royce , who was a former military figure .

He has trained countless talented soldiers , and he established the Morgan- Royce
family in Seagate after retiring . He oversees the region with authority ! " Leander
nodded and took note of that name . " The final member of the Four Extremes is North
Dragon , who hails from the Ashcroft family of Highcliffe . He has been recognized as
the greatest talent in the Astrian martial arts community over the past twenty years . He
achieved Matrtial Sovereign status at thirty - five and ruled over Astria with an iron fist .
His name is Gareth Ashcroft !

" 3/4 19:30 Sat, Oct 11 Chapter 47 The Four Extremes & 2 Finished As Gale finished
speaking , Leander's previously calm expression shifted . His eyes narrowed slightly ,
and a glint of coldness flashed through them . Send Gifts 50 4/4
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From Outcast to Overlord The Unyielding Heir Chapter 48 Destined to Rise " Gareth ? "
Leander's eyes narrowed slightly as a flash of coldness passed through them . 39
Finished " You know Gareth , Mr. Ashcroft ? Does that mean you're also from the
Ashcroft family of Highcliffe ? " Gale asked in astonishment upon noticing the change in
Leander's expression . It suddenly clicked for him . Leander's last name was Ashcroft ,
and his strength and talent were undeniable .



In all of Astria , the only family with such remarkable talent and power that shared the
Ashcroft name was the one from Highcliffe . " I'm not part of the Ashcroft family , and |
don't know Gareth , " Leander replied and shook his head without hesitation . Ever since
Reginald had cast him out of the family and Gareth had destroyed his martial veins , he
had severed all ties with the Ashcroft family . They were strangers to him now and not
even worth a second thought . Although Gareth was Leander's biological father , he no
longer existed in Leander's world after everything he had done .

Now , he was merely a stranger . To be honest , Leander owed the creation of his
unique martial art , " Devourer's Ninefold Path , " to Gareth Ashcroft . Leander would
never have reached his current level of mastery without him . Gale breathed a sigh of
relief . With Gareth leading the way and Ethan emerging as a top talent . What other
clan in Astria could compete with them if Leander also came from the family ? " North
Dragon , South Shire , West Judie and East Morgan - Royce . That's interesting ! "
Leander chuckled , and the corners of his mouth lifted slightly .

The martial world had never really disappeared from this realm . It had merely gone
underground despite modern advancements in technology and hidden from the eyes of
the ordinary populace , but it was still very much alive . " Who among these four is the
strongest? " he asked . " Of course , it's Gareth , " Gale answered with deep respect in
his voice . " He defeated the six Martial Sovereigns from overseas ten years ago . This
victory shook the world and caused warriors from both within and outside Astria to
tremble at the news .

Among the Four Extremes , Grayson , also known as ' the Undefeated , once fought
Gareth and lost by a narrow margin ." " Maximilian has even admitted that he's no
match for Gareth , so it's widely accepted that 1/4 19:30 Sat, Oct 11 Chapter 48
Destined to Rise 32 ) Finished Gareth is the strongest among the Four Extremes and
the greatest in Astria's martial world . " Leander nodded slightly . He'd always known
that Gareth was powerful . He had looked up to Gareth as a child and hoped to surpass
him one day .

He just hadn't realized Gareth was this strong and towered a figure in Astria's martial
world . He smirked subtly as confidence radiated from his eyes . | will claim the title of "
the strongest " from Gareth one day . | will rise above them and make them look up to
me , even if they are powerful . Leander casually pulled out a chair and sat down in the
courtyard . Gale , Dylan , and the others didn't dare leave . They all sat nearby , not
wanting to offend him .

Leander noticed that Gale and Dylan seemed to know a lot about the current state of
Astria’'s martial world , so he asked , " The Four Extremes are the top martial artists as
the old masters . Are there any other interesting figures aside from them ? " Dylan
responded , " There are other martial sovereigns aside from the Four Extremes , but
none stand out as much . " " However , there are several rising stars in Astria's martial



world . These talents are the future of our martial arts community which is renowned as
the " Twin Stars of Highcliffe and the Three Brilliants , Four Beauties .

""" QOh ?" Leander's interest was piqued . He was eighteen and already a Martial
Sovereign . He was curious about the level of skill these new generation talents
possessed . Dylan continued , " The Three Brilliants are Kian from the Stonepeak Sect ,
Theo from the Skycrown Sect , and Edmond from Bladehold Temple . They're all direct
disciples of major sects , and their skills far surpass others their age . " The Four
Beauties are four remarkable women who not only possess great martial talent but are
also known for their unparalleled beauty .

Countless young martial artists are captivated by them . " The Four Beauties are Claire
from the Silvermoon Sect , Sylvia from the Stonepeak Sect , Emma from the Tri - Peak
Sect, and Olivia from the Tarlyn Guild . As for the Twin Stars of Highcliffe , they are
Ethan , who is the son of Gareth , and Daphne , who is the sole heiress of the Florian
family . " These nine are considered the future pillars of Astria's martial world , and
many believe they are destined to become martial sovereigns . " lvy's eyes lit up with
excitement as she listened .

Though she was only starting to learn martial arts and had barely reached the level of
an internal martial artist . She couldn't help but dream of one day standing among these
extraordinary figures and matching their brilliance . 2/4 19:30 Sat , Oct 11 Chapter 48
Destined to Rise 39 Finished As Dylan listed off the names of these well - known talents
, Leander remained indifferent by showing little reaction . Only when Ethan and
Daphne's names were mentioned did his expression shift slightly . " Are any of them
martial sovereigns yet ? " he asked .

Dylan and Gale exchanged glances before shaking their heads . " They're all still at the
peak of Martial Grandmaster but just shy of becoming Martial Sovereign . Ethan is
considered the strongest among them , with Daphne and Claire being the top females .
But none have reached the level of a Sovereign yet despite their talents , " Dylan
explained and then turned to Leander with admiration . " Mr. Ashcroft , you are their
peer in age and have already surpassed them . It will cause an uproar in Astria's martial
world if word of this gets out !

" Leander didn't seem too concerned , but his thoughts did drift to Ethan and Daphne .
Back when Gareth had stripped Leander of his martial veins , those veins had been
transplanted into Ethan . Ethan had risen to become one of Astria's top martial talents
over the past eight years , and Daphne wasn't far behind and stood shoulder - to -
shoulder with both Ethan and Claire . Leander still didn't think much of them even
though these nine were at the pinnacle of Astria's martial world .

Since | created ' Devourer's Ninefold Path , ' my perspective has expanded beyond my
peers to look at the previous generations and the world . Even the ' Twin Stars of
Highcliffe and the Three Brilliants , Four Beauties ' seem insignificant compared to me .
My opponents are at least the likes of Gareth and Ethan . " Mr. Halloway ! " Leander



suddenly looked up . His eyes were sharp as stars and fixed Gale with a steady gaze . "
| saved your father today , so you owe me a debt ," Leander said calmly . Gale
immediately stood up and bowed deeply .

" Of course , we will answer your call without hesitation if you ever need anything ."
Leander nodded . " I'll be returning to Ravenridge tomorrow . | trust you'll remember
what you promised today if | ever need your help in the future ." Gale bowed again . His
tone was filled with gratitude . " Mr. Ashcroft , we will never forget your kindness . We
are always at your service ." Leander turned and walked out the door with a faint smile .
He left with ease and confidence .

3/4 19:30 Sat , Oct 11 Chapter 48 Destined to Rise 39 Finished Gale and Dylan
snapped back to reality once Leander disappeared through the door . Ivy also came to
her senses and stared blankly at the doorway . Gale's heart trembled as he recalled
Leander's ability to strike Raymond with a single blow . His voice was heavy as he
spoke , " He will shake the world if he survives his encounter with Grayson . " Send
Gifts 50 B
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From Outcast to Overlord The Unyielding Heir Chapter 49 The Class Gathering 39
Finished It was already past 1 a.m. by the time Leander returned to his modest
apartment in Ravenridge . Madeline had finished her shift at the bar and was already
fast asleep . He moved quietly to enter his room and took out the pouch of shimmering
seeds from his jacket . He placed them on his bedside table and pulled out the jade
pendant he'd gotten from Raymond . The pendant wasn't just any jade . It was a rare
and one - of - a - kind Exquisite Emerald Jade .

This type of jade was priceless and nearly impossible to acquire due to its rarity . It
stood as one of the finest jade treasures and was exceptionally difficult to unearth . It lay
hidden deep underground , nurtured by vast jade deposits . A raw stone the size of half
a room might have produced a fragment no larger than a thumb . Such a gem was
indeed exceptionally rare in this world . The jade held a pure energy that embodied
nature's essence and promoted vitality and well- being , which Leander needed .
Leander crushed the pendant to powder with a single grip .

A visible light blue droplet oozed out from it . After that , he spread his fingers slightly
and summoned a brilliant flame that surged from his palm as he swallowed the droplet .
The droplet melted instantly into a gentle flow , which he then spread over the
translucent seeds . In an instant , the hundreds of seeds radiated with vibrant life and
became even more robust . Leander nodded as he looked at the plump seeds . Looks
like it's time to plant these . Early the next morning , he had breakfast ready by the time
Madeline woke up . Her face lit up when she saw him .



" Leander , you're back from Crestgate ? " she asked with excitement . Leander had
mentioned to her the previous day that he'd be heading there . " Yeah , let's eat . We've
got to head to school , " he replied with a smile and handed her a glass of milk .
Madeline asked Leander what he had gone to Crestgate for as they ate . He gave her a
vague excuse to avoid the real reason . Later , they arrived at class together . Leander
shot off a quick text to Frankie and asked him to set up a plot of land in Tardide Valley
for planting .

1/4 19:31 Sat, Oct 11 Chapter 49 The Class Gathering Frankie responded promptly
and promised to take care of it immediately . Finished Leander couldn't help but think of
the dreams that she had shared with him as he glanced at Madeline in the front row .
He sighed inwardly . | need to help her reach her goal before | can head to Tardide
Valley and plant the Silverleaf . His mind raced and already pieced together how he
could pave the way for her future . Liam nudged him with a mischievous grin just as he
lost himself in thought .

" Leander , we're having a class dinner tonight , and I've got someone special lined up
to introduce you to . " Leander frowned . " Class dinner ? Why haven't | heard about it ?
" Liam chuckled . " It's been a tradition since we were freshmen . We get together every
last weekend of the month . You're still new , so you wouldn't know . " Leander
shrugged . " Who are you introducing me to ? " Liam's grin widened . " My junior high
crush . She agreed to come tonight and join us .

Dude , she might not be on the same level as Yvette or Madeline , but she's definitely
one of the prettiest girls around . I'm planning to make her mine after tonight ! " Leander
couldn't help but laugh at Liam's excitement . " You're that confident , huh ? " Liam
puffed out his chest , brimming with confidence . " Of course ! | hang out with you , and
you're practically the king of knowing beautiful girls . | can't fall too far behind! " Leander
chuckled and shook his head . " Alright , stop joking around . I'm not a gang leader .
What do you think you're doing with me ?

Just bring her over tonight first ." The rest of the school day passed in its usual
monotony . Leander was shaken awake by Madeline by the time class ended . " Come
on, Leander . It's time for the class dinner . Let's go . " The scene ignited anger among
the boys in the class , especially Victor , whose fists clenched in fury . The impression
Leander had left on him during their last encounter in the combat club lingered . He still
had no chance to reclaim his pride . Jade Dempsey noticed Victor's frustration and
hurried over to comfort him . " Victor , don't let him get to you .

He may have some knowledge about fighting , but that's all he's got . Madeline even
paid for him to attend tonight's dinner . You and Leander will be worlds apart once
graduation's over . He'll never be able to catch up to you . " 2/4 19:31 Sat, Oct 11
Chapter 49 The Class Gathering 32 Finished Victor's expression remained cold . He
knew she was right . After all , he'd be heading to one of the top universities in Astria



with his grades . He'd be far ahead of Leander after graduating and taking over his
father's business , but the thought of losing to him at school gnawed at his pride .

The class dinner was held at Cascade House , which was a well - known restaurant
near the Ravenridge Convention Center . Jade , who had arranged the dinner , had
reserved two large private rooms , which were enough to comfortably seat fifty people .
As soon as Madeline and Leander walked in , a group of girls immediately surrounded
Madeline . However , he wasn't one for attention , so he found a seat in the corner . He
would've skipped this gathering altogether if it weren't for Madeline and Liam insisting
on his attendance .

Liam took the seat beside him , and the two of them chatted for a while before Liam's
phone rang . " Hello , Shirley . Have you arrived ? I'll be right down to get you ! " he said
, practically bouncing with excitement . Liam turned to Leander after hanging up and
was barely able to contain his glee . " She's here , Leander . I'm going to go get her ! "
He bolted out of the room with that . A few minutes later , he returned with a girl by his
side . The girl was tall and slender . She wore fashionable clothes and exuded a
charming vibe .

She was certainly more attractive than Jade but not as stunning as Madeline . This
made her a rare beauty . The classmates let out a playful cheer as soon as she entered
. Liam was clearly proud and introduced her with a grin . " Everyone , this is my junior
high deskmate , Shirley Wright ! " Shirley greeted the group with a polite wave . "
Welcome ! " Beautiful girls were always welcomed , so the classmates greeted her with
smiles . After the introductions , Liam invited Shirley to sit next to Leander . " Shirley , let
me introduce you to my good friend Leander !

" Liam spread his hands and pointed at Leander . He had already told Shirley on the
way here that he would introduce a very impressive friend to her today . Shirley's gaze
shifted toward Leander . He smiled and nodded to acknowledge her . She responded
politely while discreetly observing him . 3/4 19:31 Sat, Oct 11 Chapter 49 The Class
Gathering 32 #Finished She momentarily paused when she saw Leander's handsome
face . However , a hint of disappointment crossed her expression as she noticed his
casual and simple attire . Send Gifts 50 B AIA
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Chapter 50 Rivalry Shirley's eyes flickered slightly as she nodded at Leander . She
quickly turned away as she felt a wave of disappointment wash over her . Liam had
invited her to a class gathering that night yesterday and mentioned that he would
introduce her to a very impressive friend . Shirley already had some feelings for Liam .
Now , hearing about this important introduction made her hopeful . She wished that this
friend of Liam's was truly someone influential who could help her family out of their
current troubles .



However , she found that although he was handsome and charming , he was dressed in
cheap common brands upon meeting Leander . There wasn't a single item on him that
stood out . Even the watch he wore looked like it cost only a few dollars . What kind of
background could a high school student like him possibly have ? As if sensing Shirley's
disappointment , Liam hurried to defend Leander . " Shirley , Leander is really
impressive . You know our math teacher ? The one who is such a pain ? Leander can
actually make that old man mince his words .

The teacher can't do anything about him sleeping in class ! " Liam continued , " And just
the other day , the karate team from Crestgate High came to challenge our martial arts
club . No one could match them , but Leander stepped up . He took on more than a
dozen of them by himself and defeated them all ! " Shirley pretended to listen intently .
She nodded occasionally , but her mind was elsewhere . What did it matter if Leander
could solve problems or defeat a few karate players ? Those feats that seemed trivial to
her were like child's play . years .

Her grandfather had once been an official , and her father had been in business for
Because of this , she had a more realistic view of the world and its values . The things
Liam mentioned were hardly impressive in her eyes . If these were the
accomplishments that counted as " greatness ," then there were countless impressive
people in the world . She couldn't help but feel a sense of dread about her family's
situation . Is this really all | can have with Liam ? Should | choose someone else ? She
sighed internally .

She had liked Liam since her junior high days , but their feelings remained unspoken
due to their youth . There was also another suitor at her school who was better off than
Liam in many ways . Yet, she still leaned toward Liam . However , recent family
troubles caught her off guard . Therefore , she hoped that Liam's impressive friend
could help her family out . She might accept Liam's confession if this friend turned out to
be truly capable . However , it seemed that all her hopes were in vain now . Leander
was nothing more than an overly confident high school student .

Feeling a sense of resignation , she reluctantly considered her options . She might have
to distance herself from Liam and accept the advances of her other suitor after tonight .
The other suitor seemed far more likely to resolve her family's issues . Liam felt a wave
of anxiety wash over him as he sensed the chill in Shirley's demeanor . He had no idea
why and could only sit quietly beside her . In contrast , Leander remained unfazed and
focused entirely on his meal . As the meal progressed , a knock sounded at the door .

Jade got up to answer it and revealed a young man in an Armani suit standing outside
who was holding a glass of wine . " Owen ! Is that you ? " Jade stepped aside to
welcome the newcomer . Owen nodded at her , then walked into the room and raised
his glass toward Victor . " Victor , why didn't you tell me you were coming ? | only found
out because the manager mentioned it . Come on , let me toast you ! " Owen was the



son of the owner of the restaurant and had some connections with Victor , so he felt
compelled to greet him . " Owen , it's just a class gathering .

We didn't want to bother you . Let's share a drink ! " Victor stood up and clinked glasses
with Owen before downing his drink . The classmates looked on in envy , with
admiration filling their eyes . In Ravenridge , it seemed that Victor had connections
everywhere . Even the son of the restaurant owner came to pay his respects . This was
a clear sign of status and influence . Shirley , who had been preoccupied with her
thoughts , felt a slight shift in her expression upon seeing Owen . He exchanged a few
words with Victor before turning his attention to Shirley .

His face lit up with a smile . " Shirley , why are you here ? " He hadn't expected to find
the class beauty dining at his family's restaurant . " | came with some friends , " she
replied with a bit of force , Owen was her most notable admirer from school . " Friends?
" Owen's sharp gaze darted to Leander and Liam and lingered for a moment . He felt a
twinge of annoyance but quickly masked it with a smile . " I'd like to know who Shirley's
friends are . | should get to know you better since we're classmates . Let me toast to
you !

" Liam frowned as his instincts told him there was something off about Owen and
Shirley's relationship . He couldn't help but feel inferior when faced with someone like
Owen despite his own feelings for Shirley . Owen was tall and handsome . He was the
son of the restaurant owner and clearly had a better background than Liam . Liam finally
mustered the courage to stand after hesitating for a moment . " Mr. Harmon , nice to
meet you . I'm Liam , Shirley's friend ! " Owen's expression briefly turned dismissive
before he responded . " Oh , Liam . Nice to meet you . Let's drink that !

" Owen pretended to be friendly . He quickly finished his drink and then ignored Liam as
he turned back to Shirley . " Shirley , I've invited you to my family's restaurant several
times , but you always made excuses . Now that you're here for the first time , | should
take good care of you as the host ! " He snapped his fingers without waiting for
anyone's reaction . A signaling waiter added another chair to the table . He took a seat
between Shirley and Leander . The classmates felt some dissatisfaction but held their
tongues .

After all , Owen's family owned the restaurant , and he was friends with Victor , so no
one dared to speak up . Liam's face darkened . Tonight was supposed to be his chance
with Shirley . Now , it felt like he had set the table for someone else to take advantage
of his efforts . Leander glanced at Owen and shook his head slightly . Liam's dreams of
winning over Shirley seemed to be slipping away with Owen's appearance .



