comprehend what had just happened.

All she wanted was to make things right between her
and Theodore, but his unkind and hostile attitude |

made her feel like a villain with devious intentions.

Judy, seeing the distress in Ariana’s eyes, placed a
gentle hand on her back, offering words of comfort.
"Madam, don't fret. Mr. Anderson is just upset. The
study is off-limits to outsiders, and perhaps he didn't
close the door after leaving, and you innocently

wandered in."

Though her eyes were red and puffy from crying,

Ariana managed a small smile, grateful for Judy's

empathy. "Thank you, Judy. | get it," she said, trying to

- keep her voice steady.




- | , o l'u
paused, absorbing the warning withfad’l!:i;, |

)
: | :

.1 apologize for putting you in this situation.” ~';‘
Judy, noticing Ariana's sadness, felt the urge to Iif%
her spirits. "It's okay. Don't be too hard on yourself. Mr. !
Anderson has strict rules, but if you abide by them,
he's not so bad. You're the first woman he's allowed in
his life, and your patience and care will eventually win
him over."

Ariana masked her dissent, hiding it behind a curt nod.
She sneered in her heart, for she knew that whoever
was loved by such an insidious and unpredictable
man was cursed with misfortune.

The cleanup was now over, and Judy made sure that
everything was in place. Ariana bid Judy a polite
goodbye and rushed back to her room. She turned on'. ;
the computer and began browsing through jobx 1‘:

postings.

Theodore's lousy behavior tonight sparked a sexqfs)"!J

1 uncertainty in her. She dreaded the thou,h';' , be
~ kicked out of this place. Thus, She ne
‘ a stable income source for he




“serious illness just before her graduation oral defense.

She rushed back home, missing the oral defen_s:é?'a,

delaying her graduation, which prevented her frdr?ri :

obtaining her graduation certificate.

To make matters worse, Ariana's malicious
stepmother, Glenda, froze all her bank cards and took
away her identification. Glenda even applied for a

suspension of Ariana's studies. ‘&

With no graduation certificate, Ariana's job search was

complicated, to say the least.

As she browsed through the recruitment websites,
Ariana's eyes widened as she stumbled upon a job

opening that seemed almost tailor-made for her.

The advertisement was for an assistant at the BRD




Ariana couldn't believe her luck in finding an opening

in such a prestigious and successful organization.

However, the application process wouldn't be easy, ‘.
and she was determined to give it a try. With that in 1
mind, she decided to apply to a few other companies
as her backup plan.

*

The following morning, Ariana's exhaustion from her
job search caught up with her, and she almost
overslept. Luckily, Judy was there to help wake her up.
Ariana had stayed up until the wee hours of the
morning scouring the Internet for job openings,

leaving her feeling groggy and weak.

She didn't expect to cross paths with Theodore on

her way out of her room.

The last thing she wanted was to engage in
conversation with the inscrutable man. After all, w

the worse? She opted to ignore hi

E hoping to avoid any trouble.

eyes fixated on




eyes checked after breakfast,” he commanded,

voice low and menacing. "Clearly, she must be blind if

she can't even see a person here." s

Ariana's chuckle echoed in the hallway, and she didn't i
bother to turn around to face Theodore. "If | recall
correctly, Mr. Theodore Anderson doesn't want to lay
eyes on me," she retorted with a sarcastic lilt. "So, to
spare your precious feelings, let's pretend we don't
exist to each other, shall we?" 2

Theodore's countenance fell, but Ariana had bigger
fish to fry and paid him no mind. Her wildest dreams
had come true—she received an interview offer from
the BRD Group! ¢

Overcome with disbelief, Ariana checked the invitation
on her phone multiple times to ensure it wasn't

counterfeit. 2

Her interview was scheduled for the afternoon, but
she could hardly contain her excitement. Before

| Upon arriving at the BRD Grou
 her intentions known;.?t:,'(:i;‘ '




‘As she stepped out of the elevator, Ariana was met
with an eerie silence. Despite wandering for a while,

she couldn't spot a single soul in sight.

As Ariana wandered down the quiet corridor, the -
closed office doors on either side loomed over her
like sentinels, and she began to feel lost in the maze
of rooms. Suddenly, the sound of a wheelchair caught

her attention. 2

Intrigued by the sound, Ariana followed the noise to
a corner and glimpsed the back of a man in a

wheelchair, flanked by two imposing bodyguards.
As she drew closer, she gasped in surprise. It was
Theodore!

But what was he doing here on the 99th floor of the

BRD Group's towering skyscraper?

Curiosity piqued, Ariana trailed after him, her heart
thudding in her chest. Suddenly, the man disappeared
into an office, and Ariana was about to sneak in after
him when a burly bodyguard blocked her path. *N
unauthorized people are not allowed to enter.” =

 The door to the office slamm

| view of what was happening ins
. “j| T : ‘; it §
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