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struck out a punch to counter Ghaylen.

“‘How dare you raise a hand against me, your senior, for the sake of a mere
whelp. | will report your insubordination, and you will be duly punished!”

Ebenez’s and Ghaylen’s palms clashed violently.

Ghaylen was sent spiraling backward, his body propelled by the visible
superiority of Ebenez’s might.

After all, Ebenez controlled the resources of Emerald Cauldron Sect, and
those closest to the well would get the water first. His resources for cultivation
far surpassed Ghaylen’s, making their disparity in power an expected
occurrence.

Ghaylen’s defeat sent him reeling, leaving him helpless as he turned his eyes
toward Jared, unable to aid him any longer.

However, Jared was seemingly unafraid of the impending calamity that would
befall him. As he looked at the ultimate demon beast that was charging toward
him, the draconic essence on his chest emitted a pulsating turquoise light.

Soon, from the midst of this mystical glow, there emerged a serpentine azure
dragon, its length spanning dozens of feet, its eyes aflame, emitting roars that
resonated like distant thunder.

Those who witnessed this spectacle drew in sharp breaths, the sight chilling
them to their very core.

If Jared’s previously summoned golden dragon had appeared mighty and
awe-spiring, it still seemed but an illusion to the onlookers.

This azure dragon was something entirely different. With scales and wings as
tangible as reality, it seemed not a mere conjuration but a true embodiment of
a mighty beast.



Above Jared, the dragon circled, its roars bursting forth like waves, causing
both Bilius and the ultimate demon beast to momentarily falter.

The ultimate demon beast hesitated, its eyes flashing with emotion too
complex to name.

“Kill it! Kill it!” Bilius yelled, frustrated at the ultimate demon beast’s hesitation.
At Bilius’ urging, the demon beast let out a growl and charged without fear.

The azure dragon reacted, its mouth spewing a ghostly blue flame that
instantly engulfed the attacking demon beast.

The demon beast howled within the fire, its golden horn radiating a blinding
light that extinguished the flames with a magical pulse.

Bilius’ face was aglow with triumph while Jared’s brow furrowed.
He hadn’t anticipated such ferocity from the demon beast.

As the demon beast reached Jared, the azure dragon roared, dragging Jared
in a flash, narrowly escaping the attack.

“Do you think you can flee so easily? Not that easy! Go after him!” Bilius
ordered the demon beast to charge in Jared’s direction.

The demon beast’s golden horn released beams of light that struck the
dragon, causing it to scream in agony. Yet still, the dragon soared into the
heavens, pulling Jared with it.

Jared’s face tightened with worry. He knew that he would be killed by the
demon beast eventually if he stayed put.

Left with no other choice, Jared drew Dragon Bell from Storage Ring,
revealing his abilities and magical items sooner than he had wished.

However, the gravity of the situation had warranted him to do so.

“This time, Jared will not escape. | didn’t expect him to be able to summon a
real dragon. Then again, the dragon is too weak...”

Ebenez’s lips curled into a smug smile.



Ghaylen paid no heed to him. He lifted his head apprehensively to look at the
sky, only to realize that Jared and the demon beast were gone.

Just as confusion settled over the crowd, a dark shadow plummeted from the
sky.

Growing larger and larger, it finally revealed itself as an object as massive as
a battle arena, crashing down with a thunderous impact.

Boom!

The shadow struck the ground, causing a violent tremor. Many structures of
Emerald Cauldron Sect were toppled, and many people were thrown off
balance while the shadow itself was embedded deep within the earth.
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what the black shadow was—it turned out to be a colossal bell with exquisitely
carved dragons that were incredibly lifelike on its surface!

The sight left everyone utterly astonished. How on earth did such a massive
bell suddenly drop from the sky?

Right then, the roars of a demon beast echoed from within the Dragon Bell’s
depths.

It dawned on the crowd then. The ultimate demon beast was trapped inside!
Brandishing his Octo Ruler, Bilius quickly rushed toward the Dragon Bell and
threw his weapon at it. He wanted to smash it open and release the captive
demon beast.

Nevertheless, as Bilius swung his weapon at the Dragon Bell, a tremendous
force sent him flying backward all of a sudden.

The demon beast within the Dragon Bell thrashed about, but it couldn’t break
free from its confines.

Meanwhile, Jared descended slowly with a bell hammer in hand. The green
dragon had vanished without a trace.



“You piece of shit! I'll show you what true power looks like today!”

Flushed with rage, Jared was infuriated by what the demon beast had done to
him.

He grasped the bell hammer firmly and slammed it against the surface of the
Dragon Bell.

Bong...

The bell tolled at the impact, prompting everyone to cover their ears. Some of
the weaker disciples winced in pain as they clutched their chests.

It was already difficult for many of them to withstand that single toll. However,
Jared showed no sign of stopping; he struck the Dragon Bell once more!

He delivered seven consecutive blows to the Dragon Bell, and soon, no more
sound came from within.

Several disciples from Emerald Cauldron Sect who were not strong enough
had coughed up blood and passed out from the impact the bell tolls had on
them.

Seeing that there were no more sounds coming from the Dragon Bell, Jared
casually shrunk it down and stored it in his Storage Ring.

Meanwhile, the horse-like demon beast lay dying on the ground, and its
golden horn had lost its luster.

The green dragon was clinging desperately to the demon beast, but it, too,
was severely injured and coughing up blood.

It was only with the green dragon’s frenzied effort that the Dragon Bell could
capture the demon beast—it had to sacrifice itself in exchange for the demon
beast’s life.

Otherwise, with the demon beast’s immense strength, it would have been
challenging for Jared to trap it inside the Dragon Bell.

Jared approached the barely-conscious green dragon and gently stroked its
head as the draconic essence around his chest emitted a radiant glow once
again.



As the green light enveloped the dying dragon’s body, it was suddenly
rejuvenated and became full of vigor. Getting up from the ground, it let out a
roar and soared into the sky!

After the green dragon left, Jared held the Dragonslayer Sword while coldly
eyeing the demon beast.

The demon beast no longer appeared as ferocious as it was before. Fear filled
its eyes, and it looked as if it was begging Jared to spare its life!

Holding the sword in his hand, Jared paused for a moment. Then, instead of
stabbing the demon beast, he swiftly turned around and fired a beam of light
at Bilius from his sword.

Caught off guard, Bilius was struck squarely in the chest by the beam of light,
which carved a profound gash in his flesh. Instantly, he plummeted to the
ground from midair while his Octo Ruler dropped at Jared’s feet.

Jared bent down and picked up the Octo Ruler.
“Give it back! Give it back! That’'s my divine weapon...”

Seeing this, Bilius tried to rush forward to snatch it, but he found himself
unable to get up.

As Jared grasped the Octo Ruler, his spiritual sense instantly enveloped it.
Soon, the eight gemstones came to life and began to glow, while the severely
injured demon beast became veiled in a dark mist. Gradually, it disappeared
from sight as it returned to the Octo Ruler.

“This is quite impressive. Maybe Josephine can find some use for it...”
Muttering to himself, Jared threw the Octo Ruler into his Storage Ring.

Seeing Jared take away his weapon, Bilius screamed in anger but was utterly
powerless to do anything.

Jared gazed at him before taking a step forward and stomping on his head.
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didn’t believe me then. Do you believe me now?”

Jared looked down at Bilius with a mocking expression.
‘I don't believe it... | don't believe it...”

Bilius struggled with all his might. Even in this situation, he still refused to
admit defeat.

Nevertheless, no matter how hard he struggled, his head was held firmly
under Jared’s foot, and he appeared extremely miserable in that state.

‘I don’t care if you believe me or not, but you've already lost. Now it’s time for
you to go to hell!”

While speaking, Jared pressed the tip of his Dragonslayer Sword against
Bilius’ neck.

Feeling the chilling sensation on his neck, Bilius finally grew afraid.
“‘Don’t! Don'’t kill me! | surrender! | surrender! I'll do anything you ask of me!”

Bilius felt the aura of death surrounding him, causing him to tremble
uncontrollably.

| have a bright future ahead of me, and | don’t want to die...
At that moment, Bilius finally regretted provoking Jared. | should have waited
for the activation of the medicinal pool and increased my strength before

venturing outside. What did Jared'’s situation in Emerald Cauldron Sect have
to do with me anyway?

Now Bilius understood that nothing else mattered more than staying alive!

“Surrender?” Jared sneered coldly. “I gave you a chance to do that, but
unfortunately, you didn’t take it!”

After saying this, Jared swung his Dragonslayer Sword at Bilius’ head.

“Stop! Hold on!” Ebenez yelled out and charged toward Jared when he saw
that.



His smug expression from before had turned grim in an instant.

“What are you doing, Ebenez? They’re engaged in a life-and-death battle. As
long as both of them are still alive, the battle isn’t over. If you charge in like
that, won't it violate the rules of Emerald Cauldron Sect?”

Ghaylen quickly intervened, trying to stop Ebenez.
“Get out of my way!”
With a furious roar, Ebenez launched an attack on Ghaylen.

He didn’t care about rules at the moment; right now, he simply couldn’t bear to
watch his disciple die at Jared’s hands!

Ghaylen also unleashed a powerful strike back at Ebenez, and their palms
met in the air.

“Master, save me! Please save me!” Bilius screamed.

He could feel the murderous intent emanating from Jared, and he knew that
Jared was set on killing him.

When Ebenez saw Bilius’s desperate state, his heart burned with anxiety.
With a sudden burst of energy from his feet, he soared into the air.

Confronted by the charging Ebenez, Jared merely offered him a faint smile.
Then, he lifted the Dragonslayer Sword and swung it toward Bilius.

Splat!

Blood spurted upward as Bilius’ head flew up into the air before falling and
landing firmly in Ebenez’s hands.

Staring in shock at the severed head in his hands, Ebenez stood motionless in
place.

“Bilius... My disciple...” Ebenez howled in anger, “Jared, I'll kill you! I'll kill

you...

Unleashing a spine-chilling aura all around him, Ebenez brought upon Jared a
thunderous strike.



“Mr. Erdell, this is a fair challenge. Are you openly going against the rules?”
Sigurd quickly stepped forward to block Ebenez from attacking Jared.

“Get out of my way, or I'll kill you too!”

Ebenez waved his hand, and a massive force sent Sigurd flying.

Seeing Ebenez going berserk, everyone quickly backed away. After all, even
Sigurd was not spared of his wrath!

“‘Ebenez, you need to think this through. With our senior absent, Sigurd is the
acting sect leader. How dare you lay hands on him? It seems like you’ve been
eyeing the position of the sect leader for a long time and are now trying to
seize it, huh?” Ghaylen shouted loudly at Ebenez.

“I'm only seeking revenge for my disciple, and | won’t let anyone stop me. |
won’t go easy on anyone who tries to do so!”

Like a madman, Ebenez yelled back at Ghaylen, his eyes bloodshot with rage.
He paid no heed to Ghaylen’s warning and attacked Jared without
reservation.

Seeing this, Ghaylen had no choice but to put himself between Ebenez and
Jared. Gritting his teeth, he began engaging in a fierce battle with Ebenez.

However, his strength was no match for Ebenez’s. After just a few moves, he
was nearly crushed to death by a single strike from Ebenez!
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my disciples! Kill them all to avenge the death of your senior!”

At this time, Ebenez had gone mad. He even resorted to ordering his own
disciples to attack Ghaylen'’s disciples!

Bilius’ demise had sent shockwaves through Ebenez, igniting an
uncontrollable rage within him.

As Jared witnessed this, his aura surged forth, and the Power of Three
gradually began to spread toward his surroundings.



Jared didn’t want to see the disciples of Emerald Cauldron Sect fighting each
other. Such infighting would only lead to mutual destruction, and that would
delay the activation of the medicinal pool.

That was not what he wanted. Moreover, he had plans to take over Emerald
Cauldron Sect for his own benefit. If the sect ended up ruined, it wouldn’t
serve his interests at all.

Thus, he decided to intervene and join Ghaylen in dealing with Ebenez. As
long as they subdued the latter, the fighting would cease.

However, just as Jared was about to act against Ebenez, a terrifyingly intense
aura enveloped them all. Everyone froze and looked up at the sky in
astonishment.

“You ungrateful disciples! You dare to cause strife within Emerald Cauldron
Sect instead of taking it to greater heights?”

A loud and enraged voice rang out in the air. Following that, a series of
brilliant lights shot through the sky from the back of the sect before an elderly
figure emerged from the radiance.

The old man wore a gray robe and exuded a formidable aura.

In mid-air, he gazed down at everyone standing below him with anger in his
eyes.

With a wave of his hand, a shocking pressure descended upon all of them,
and everyone fell to their knees instantly.

Jared tried hard to resist the terrifying force that was pressuring him to submit,
but he still ended up falling to one knee on the ground.

“Eighth Level Body Fusion Realm...”

Jared felt the strength of the elderly man’s cultivation level. Even though he
wanted to resist, he was powerless to do so.

In fact, even if he broke through to the Body Fusion Realm, he wouldn’t stand
a chance against an Eighth Level expert.

“‘H-Helius...”



Ebenez saw the old man and trembled in fear while kneeling on the ground.

Among all the people present, only Ebenez had met Helius before, so he
recognized the latter immediately.

Helius?

All the people from the Emerald Cauldron Sect were in disbelief as they stared
at the figure before them with equal measures of awe and fear.

Before this moment, they had only heard rumors of Helius Taidell, the most
revered elder in Emerald Cauldron Sect. He was a legendary figure who was
the bedrock of the sect. However, very few had actually seen him in the flesh.

Now that Helius had appeared in person, the disciples of Emerald Cauldron
Sect were both excited and terrified.

Ebenez and Ghaylen found their hearts racing with terror as they could sense
that Helius’ wrath was aimed at them.

“As elders of Emerald Cauldron Sect, how dare you engage in internal
conflict? Are you trying to rebel against the sect’s rules?”

Eyes ablaze with fury, Helius interrogated Ebenez and Ghaylen in a voice as
cold as ice.

“Helius, please calm down. It was Ebenez who broke the rules and attacked
others first. | was forced to defend the sect and myself!” Ghaylen hurriedly
spoke up.

Hearing this, Ebenez quickly explained, “Helius, that’s not the case at all. It
was Ghaylen’s disciple who killed my eldest disciple and cut off his head, so |
had to take action.”

“That was a duel to the death. It was clearly stated before they stepped onto
the arena that one of them must die. You—’

Ghaylen wanted to retort, but before he could finish his words, Helius casually
waved his hand. Both Ghaylen and Ebenez were sent flying into the air before
they crashed heavily to the ground.

‘I don’t want to hear your nonsense. As elders, if you can’t set an example to
others, what use are you to me?” Helius said coldly.



At these words, Ebenez and Ghaylen turned pale. They hurriedly fell to their
knees again and desperately apologized to Helius.

“Helius, please calm down. We were wrong, and we won’t dare to do it again.
Please give us another chance...” Ebenez and Ghaylen pleaded desperately.

“In consideration of this being your first offense, | won’t punish you too
harshly. Each of you will receive fifty slaps to the face,” Helius ordered.

Ebenez and Ghaylen were overjoyed at this somewhat lenient punishment.
They willingly began to hit themselves in the face. After all, this was much
better than losing their lives.



