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Chapter 41

As time passed, more guests arrived to give their congratulations. The entire v
enue was filled with people. A famous entertainer was also putting on a perfor
mance on the main stage. Below, the guests were talking and laughing over s
ome wine.

“Dahlia, this is a nice place. You would be the owner in the future, right?” Flor
ence glanced around, thrilled.

“‘Mom, I'm just partners with the Harmon family. I'm merely a secondary stake
holder even if we established a company together,” Dahlia explained.

“That’s good enough. Once we get on the same boat with the Harmon family,
we won'’t have to worry in the future!” Florence was delighted.

“Sis! Your career is booming right now. You must have made a lot of money,
right? When are you getting me a nice car?” James smiled flatteringly beside
her.

“l give you quite a lot of pocket
money every month. Is it not enough?” Dahlia asked unhappily. She did not lik
e giving handouts, even to her own brother.

“It used to be enough. But I've invested all my savings into Nolan Pharmaceuti
cals, so now I'm broke,” James said exasperatedly.

“Then you just sit and wait for the dividends,” Dahlia said dismissively. As she
turned around, she caught sight of Dustin and Natasha out of the corner of he
r eye.

“You invited Dustin here? What a downer!” James followed her line of view an
d

frowned.

‘I didn’t,” Dahlia denied flatly.



“‘He came without any invitation? That's so shameless!” James grimaced. The
n hist gaze landed on Natasha, and he immediately perked up. “Hey, who’s th
at beauty next to him? She’s stunning!”

“What beauty? She’s a vixen!” Florence continued rather calmly, “She was th
e one causing trouble at the Jackson Group, and | nearly slapped her!”

“It was her?” James' tone turned cold, and he spat, “Shit! Dustin is so heartles
s. How dare he bring this b*tch to such an important occasion today? He's suc
h an eyesore!”

“Look, Dahlia, he’s finally revealed his true colors. It's a shame. You were so
nice to him, yet he’s so ungrateful, and even tried to ruin this occasion. | have
to teach him a lesson today!” As she spoke, Florence got ready to confront hi
m.

“‘Mom! Today is the opening ceremony, don’t cause any trouble!” Dahlia quickl
y grabbed her mother. She knew once her mother started making a scene, it
would not end well.

‘Hmph! I'll let him get away with it this time!” Although Florence was very upse
t, she tried to calm herself down. No matter what, she couldn’t embarrass her
own daughter.

“Danhlia, you're here?” Chris brought Jeff and walked over with a smile.

“Here, | want to introduce you to someone.”

“This is Mr. Anderson’s son, Jeff!” Chris stretched out his hand as if he was pr
esenting something valuable.

“So, you're Jeff Anderson? It's a great pleasure to meet you!” James immediat
ely tried. to curry favor with him. This was Swinton’s most distinguished elite,
and he had at much more respected status than him.

“l didn’t expect you to come, Mr. Anderson! The Nicholson family is honored!”
Florence was smiling broadly.

Needless to say, Mr. Anderson’s son had to be some big shot.

“Nice to meet you, Jeff.” Dahlia smiled and greeted him warmly.



“You must be Ms. Nicholson. It seems the rumors are true, you’re really stunni
ng!” Although he had never met Dahlia, he had heard of her. She was one of t
he Four Beauties in Swinton and a rising star.

An Understated Dominance by Marina Vittori Chapter
42 -

Chapter 42

His dad had also warned him never to get involved with a woman like Dahlia
Nicholson.

“You’re too kind.” Dahlia smiled politely.

“‘Dahlia, I have good news for you.” Chris suddenly changed the topic and said
, ‘I heard from Jeff that even the Steel Lady will be present for today’s grand o
pening.”

“‘Oh?

Is that so? That would be perfect!” Dahlia raised an eyebrow in pleasant surpri
se. Previously, only the Harmons® general manager was present to sign contra
cts or discuss business matters. She had never met the daughter of the Harm
on family. However, she had heard of Natasha before.

Ever since Andrew retired, she took over the entire Harmon family’s business
unaided. She relied entirely on herself to build and flourish the Harmon family
business to greater success. In a way, they were both very similar to each oth
er. Dahlia even regarded Natasha as her idol.

Yet, it was a shame that she had never even met Natasha up to this day.
Now that she knew Natasha would be present today, Dahlia looked forward to
it greatly. She was really interested in how this business prodigy carried hers
elf.

“Sis! | heard that Natasha Harmon is one of Swinton’s Four Beauties. She mu
st be very beautiful. Can you set me up with her after you get to know her?” Ja
mes asked with

anticipation.



“Yeah! James is no longer young. It's time to discuss his marriage. If he can g
et to know Ms. Harmon, it’s fine even if he took their last name instead!” Flore
nce immediately lit

1. up.

“‘Mom! What nonsense are you saying? Why would Ms. Harmon ever set her
eyes on James?” Dahlia said harshly.

‘Hmmm, | disagree. What’s wrong with James? He'’s young, muscular, and ha
ndsome. It's more than enough for Ms. Harmon!” Florence boasted.

“That’s right! Look at my muscles! Women go crazy over them!” James flexed
his biceps confidently.

Dahlia was speechless as she watched them. She was starting to regret inviti
ng them

here.

“‘Ms. Harmon is already taken. We can stop daydreaming about it,” Chris inter;j
ected.
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“‘Does that mean | don’t have a chance?” James continued dejectedly, “Who’s
the lucky. bastard to get Ms. Harmon’s attention?”

‘I don’t know. We'll find out soon.” Chris smiled.
“Huh! | really want to see if he’s as handsome as me!” James was quite irked.

The performance on the stage had ended. The host took the stage, and the cr
owd quietened down.

“Welcome, everyone! The grand opening has officially begun! Now, please giv
e a warm welcome to Ms. Harmon!”

As the host gave the introduction, the guests gave a round of applause..

“She’s here! Ms. Harmon is here!” Chris and the others immediately perked up
and turned toward the stage, their eyes filled with excitement.



“Is she finally revealing herself?” Dahlia mumbled eagerly.

A young and stunning lady slowly took the stage under the watchful eyes of ev
eryone

else.

Three beams of spotlights instantly focused on her. However, everyone was d
umbfounded when they saw her.

“It's her?”
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“‘How can it be her?” Dahlia was shocked when she saw Natasha on the stage

Her face was filled with astonishment. Never in her wildest dreams did she ex
pect that the Ms. Harmon she

longed to meet was her rival!

“‘Mom, isn’t this that b*tch? Why is she on the stage?” James widened
his eyes, unable to react otherwise.

“This can’t be? She is Ms. Harmon?” Florence was so shocked her tongue wa
s tied and her lips quivered.

She couldn’t believe the woman she thought was a vixen was the Harmon fam
ily’s daughter!

“Why? Why is it her?” Chris looked as if he had been struck by lightning, his fa
ce was as pale as a sheet of *paper, and his eyes

filled with disbelief. He never imagined the woman by Dustin’s side was Swint
on’s

business prodigy! Her mere existence is unparalleled to others.



Cold sweat dripped down his
forehead as he thought of his actions before. What should he do? He seemed
to have offended Natasha.

“Chris, have you met Ms. Harmon before?” Jeff was quick to notice something
was odd.

“I've... met her, and we had an altercation.” Chris swallowed hard as he was o
bviously nervous.

“You dared to offend Ms. Harmon? You really have guts!” Jeff gave him a thu
mbs—up mockingly.

Natasha did not get to where she was today by being kind and forgiving.

“Jeff! | was careless before and offended Ms. Harmon. Can you put in a good
word for me?” Chris suddenly became nervous and grabbed Jeff's hand. 1

“Chris, | really can’t help you out with this. You should pray!” Jeff shook Chris
off and left. He wasn’t crazy enough to get on Ms. Harmon’s bad side because
of someone so insignificant.

“I'm done for.” Chris’s face turned to ash as he watched Jeff leave. It would be
fine if Natasha were forgiving and let it slide. But if she were to seek revenge,
she could destroy him with just a word!

At the same time, others in the crowd were shocked as well. “Mr. Lawson, did
n’t you say Natasha would come begging after being poisoned? Why does sh
e look fine?”

Edwin’s face darkened as he watched the slim figure on the stage.

“That’s weird. She should not be able to fight it. Could it be that someone had
given her the antidote?” Fletcher narrowed his eyes in surprise.

“‘Huh! Is this the allegedly cureless paison?” Edwin was very dissatisfied. He
knew something was wrong from the moment he received the invitation. Now t
hat he had seen Natasha in excellent health, he knew his plant

had failed.

“Sir Hummer, accidents happen. No mere doctor is able to cure my polson unl
ess she had someone special by her side.” Fletcher said, deep in thought.



“Someone special? Who?” Edwin furrowed his eyebrows.
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“Sir Hummer, did you notice the young man standing next to her before?” Flet
cher pointed toward Dustin.

‘Do you mean there’s something particular about that guy?” Edwin followed hi
S gaze.

“That’s right. This man has a steady hand and good control of his breath. He |
ooks like he practices medicine,” Fletcher said, nodding his head.

“Is he difficult to deal with?” Edwin took a closer look. He didn’t notice anythin
g out of the ordinary. He’s

nothing but a gold digger.
“‘He’s a small fry not even worth mentioning.” Fletcher was very confident.
Today’s Bonus Offer

GET IT NOW
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“‘Okay. Deal with him quickly. | don’t want any further accidents!” Edwin’s expr
ession softened.

“Don’t worry, Sir Hummer. My two boys will take care of it without a hitch!” Flet
cher smiled faintly. He took out his phone and sent a text message.

In contrast
to the commotion offstage, Natasha remained very calm. “Welcome to our co
mpany’s grand



opening ceremony.”

Natasha held the microphone, her eyes sweeping across the room. Her domin
eering aura, along with her cold and sharp eyes, were all fitting for her position
as a beautiful business prodigy.

“Everyone knows the Harmon family has made a new partner. From today on
ward, a portion of the Harmon family business will be handed over to said par
tner.” She looked around and continued, “I believe everyone is

curious as to who this partner is. Don’t worry, I'll reveal the answer soon! Now,
let us give a round of applause and invite Ms. Nicholson onto the stage!”

As she finished, Natasha started to clap. Soon after, thunderous applause foll
owed.

“Dahlia! You’re up!” Florence quickly nudged the woman next to her.

Dahlia immediately came

back to her senses. Although she was shocked about who Natasha was, she
did not have a choice but to proceed now. She took in a deep breath and pret
ended as if nothing had happened as she walked up the stage.

“Wow! It’s another stunning lady? We’'re really blessed today!”

“‘Both are equally beautiful but with a different flair. I'd be willing to give up ten
years of my life just to have both of them in my arms!”

“Shit! What man is worthy of such women?”

As Dahlia approached the stage, there was instantly a stirring in the crowd. N
atasha was striking enough, but Dahlia’s presence made the crowd even mor
e excited. It was such a rare occurrence to be graced with the presence of two
beautiful ladies.

“We meet again, Ms. Nicholson.” Natasha reached out her hand with a smile.

“l didn’t expect you to be the president of the Harmon Group.” Dahlia shook h
er hand politely, a bewildered look in her eyes.

She should’ve known eatrlier.



Such a beautiful and elegant woman with the surname Harmon who had happ
ened to appear two days before the charity ball. If she connected the dots, this
woman must be none other than Natasha Harmon.

However, she did not come to this conclusion because she had been clouded
with emotions.

Or rather, she never believed Dustin would be involved with such a reputable f
amily.

“It's not too late to get to know each other.” Natasha beamed. “Oh, right. We s
till have a bet, don’t we?”
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“That’s right.” Dahlia nodded calmly.
“Do you still think you can win?” Natasha raised her chin defiantly.

“I believe | can, if you don’t intrude.” Dahlia’s gaze was filled with determinatio
n, and she did not back down. She had always thought of Natasha as her adv
ersary. Now that they met, she could have a worthy challenge.

“‘Don’t worry, | won'’t help him. Besides, he doesn’t need my help. Truth be told
, he is much more capable than us!” Natasha smiled.

“Love is blind. There’s no lie in that.” Dahlia smiled faintly.

“It seems like you don’t believe me. If that’s the case, time will tell.” Natasha s
miled, not wanting to explain any further. She believed that one day Dahlia wo
uld understand.

“‘But, by then, it would be all too late.
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The two women were chatting eagerly on the stage as if they were old friends.



However, only a few would realize these two were locked in rivalry. Just like
two beautiful roses competing. Both
were beautiful yet filled with prickling thorns.

Dahlia did not feel inferior or dejected, although Natasha had a prestigious
background. In fact, it made her more motivated to compete! She had always
held herself high and did not give up easily. No matter what difficulties she fac
ed, she would overcome them! It didn’t matter that Natasha was known as Swi
nton’s business prodigy. One day, she would be equal to her, or she might ev
en surpass her! 1

‘I believe everyone has witnessed Ms. Nicholson’s charm! Next, | want to intro
duce another young man. Not only did he save me, but he also helped out the
Harmon family a lot. He is undoubtedly the Harmon family’s

savior!”

The crowd stirred again once she finished. Everyone looked at each other wit
h awe and curiosity. Who on

earth would Natasha call a savior?

“Chris, could you be the savior she means?” Jeff muttered coldly. In his opini
on, only an outstanding young man like Chris could fit Natasha’s description.

“Chris, | didn’t know you were so important to the Harmon family! Congratulati
ons!” Florence smiled brightly, immediately thinking it was Chris.

Chris was speechless. The corners of his mouth twitched as he didn’t know
how to react. He was nothing.

How could he be the Harmon family’s savior? He wouldn’t need to face bankr
uptcy if he were so capable.

“Could it be him?” Chris suddenly thought of someone but quickly dismissed t
he thought.

No! It wasn’t possible! How could a useless nobody be a savior to the Harmon
family?

Under everyone’s anticipating eyes, Natasha paused before saying, “Alright, |
won'’t beat around the bush.



Now, let’s give a warm welcome to Mr. Rhys!”

Natasha waved her hand, and a spotlight shone on Dustin. Everyone’s gaze i
mmediately turned over.

“Dustin? How could it be him?” James was at a loss for words when he recog
nized who it was. His mouth was

agape in shock.

“It can’t be! The Harmon family’s savior is that trash, Dustin?” At this moment,
Florence was also in a state of shock. Her impression of Dustin was someone
insignificant and weak. He wasn’t capable, nor did he have a good backgroun
d. How could he have become the Harmon family’s savior out of the blue?

“‘How? How is it him?” Chris gritted his teeth, his hands balled into a fist. Rath
er than shock, he felt more

jealous and frustrated.
How? How had that trash catch Natasha's eye?

Was he worse than Dustin? In terms of looks, he was better looking. In terms
of money, he was the richer. His

family background was also far superior to Dustin’s. He was more capable an
d excellent in every way.
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However, though that woman could recognize a gem, she had gone for some
cheap guy.

Why was that so?
Chris’s face was clouded with hatred and resentment.

“It really is him.”



As the lights shone on Dustin, Dahlia was surprised and puzzled. She also felt
an Inexplicable surge of

emotions.
However, Dustin wasn’t happy to be the center of attention at all.

“What is this woman thinking? She didn’t mention that | had to be on stage.” D
ustin furrowed his eyebrows,

unable to make sense of her actions. After a moment of hesitation, he made hi
S way up.

Murmurs went through the crowd.
“Who is this? I've never seen him.”

‘I heard he’s Ms. Harmon’s boyfriend. She wants to take
the opportunity to give him some publicity in this

opening ceremony.”
“‘Ha! So he’s just a gold digger!”

The crowd started to speculate and discuss. Obviously, many
looked down on a man that depended on a

woman.

“I'm very grateful to Mr. Rhys. He’s also the Harmon family’s savior. | hope ev
eryone will get to know him

better in the future.” Natasha smiled and wrapped her arms around his should
ers. Her gaze fell on Dahlia at

the same time, as if to assert dominance.

Dahlia didn’t even flinch and remained composed. She even raised her chin pr
ovokingly as if to say Natasha

could pick up after her trash.



Thus, the two women began another battle. Neither wanted to step aside, thei
r gaze burned into each other.

At this moment, Dustin realized something was wrong.

When had the two of them gotten into a dispute? Weren'’t they partners? Why
did it seem as if they were more

like rivals?

After a few seconds, they looked away at the same time—
They were evenly matched.

“Ms. Nicholson, | look forward to working with you.” Natasha reached out
her hand once again.

“I look forward to working with you too,” Dahlia replied with a smile.

“Sorry, but I'll have to pass the company matters to you now. Dustin and | hav
e something urgent to do. Please, excuse us.” Natasha smiled and led Dustin
down the stage with her arms around his. Dustin never uttered a word up till th
IS moment.

He was just an ornament.

“‘Ms. Harmon...” As they came down, Chris approached to say a few words.
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However, Natasha didn’t even look at him and spat, “Get lost!”

Chris froze when she spoke. His last strand of hope fizzled up in flames. He k
new Natasha would not let this slide easily. He even started to suspect that th
e Harmon family was behind the investigation into his company.

“These bastards! Since you’re so merciless, | won’'t make it easy for you either
,” he thought. He glared at them and left.

“‘Dustin!” Dahlia tried to chase him down. Her gaze was fathomless, shining as
if she wanted to say something.



“Go ahead, Mr. Rhys. I'll wait

for you in the lounge.” Natasha smiled and let go of him. This was because sh
e was confident in herself.

“You wanted to see me?” Dustin slowly turned around.
‘I wanted to ask if the Harmon family choosing me as their partner had anythin
g to do with you,” Dahlia clarified without skipping a beat. This matter had bee

n on her mind ever since she found out who Natasha was. 1

Now that she knew Dustin’s standing in Natasha’s heart, she was starting to h
ave greater doubts.



