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hugqed me tightly.

“It’s nice to see you together,” she said, grinning
from ear to ear.

Sheepishly, I hugged her back and when she

removed herself she turned her attention to Aaron
who was smirking at me. “Mom.” he said, nodding at
her.

Luna Marie sauntered 1o the couch and sat on 1t
with her arms spread over the backy est and legs‘
crossed. “Can I get some coffee?” she asked :

grin intact.




was so ecstatic.

“By the way,” she said to him after a while. “I’m G
happy that you called her your fiancée in public.
The video was really nice.” She giggled as [ handed =

her the coffee, blushing all over again.
‘It was—" I didn't know what o say.

“You don't have to apologize, Venus . she said,
patting the empty space next to her. [ sat down over -
there and lowered my head to look at my lap. [
were in your position, I could have done sor
more.”




“Stop making her uncomfortable, mom,
at her. “This was just a stupid incident, and i
over.” '

Luna Marie chuckled and sipped her coffee.
“Mmm... this is great!” she remarked.

“So what is the news, mom?" Aaron asked, leaning
back, trying to show that he was least interested, but
[ sensed he was dying to know.

As she sipped her coffee, she dropped the i ‘
bombshell, “You two are tying the knot on th.ls'full
moon.” ‘ (e ”‘;j'- It
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My mouth dropped to the 'ﬂhél i
widened in surprise. fw“\,l\“{‘"i"\"'l
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thinking he'd argue. Ins[ead he eased onf )
and flashed a smile.

“But that's too early, Luna Marie," I protested
mstead of him. “Three days?”

She took my hand from my lap and said, “Venus, I

know that's early, but it’s the Elders who have
demanded that the wedding take place this full
moon. They saw the video and the photo on the
news and came up with this decision.”

[ licked my dry lips. “But—"1 didn’t know what to
say. “Does daddy know?"

“Of course, sweetheart,” she repllcd “W
him as soon as we got the news.”

“But he didn't call me
i Daddywas still angry w




I nodded. “I know...” I looked at Aaron s
‘behaving strangely. Again, I expected him to tt
his hands up in disgust, but he looked... smug.
happy. “I have a small request, though.”

“Sure, what is it?” she asked, patting my hand.

“I'don’t want Vicky to know about it. I mean—" I

rubbed my hand at the back of my head, letting out
a rough exhale.

Luna Marie cupped my cheeks and turned my face
to her. Her eyes went straight to my fading red
marks on the cheek that came after Vicky slapped
me. “How did you get that?” she asked, looking
angry.

“It’s nothing...”




“You don't have to stay here,’ Ibrealhed fee 1
embarrassed.

Luna Marie chuckled as she got up. “Well, I dont ikt
care where he stays as long as we go shopping!” " ;H
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I didn’t understand the connection, but I let it shde y'ml
However, when she left, Aaron wrapped his anns
around me with my back against his chest. “You |

only have one hour to go shopping tomorrow:. Rest

of the time you will spend with me. And then I
understood the connection.

Elbowing him gently, Isald Iwﬂlv's ei d the

day shopping!” AN l. ‘ 'H
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fin rs;and pressed a kISS o my
you blush for me.”

What had happened to the old grumpy, frustrat
Aaron? And who was this new affable, fricndIy,?
loving Alpha? Moreover, how was it that his
demeanor completely changed when Vicky wasn't
with him these days? It was surreal. Something I has
longed for all my life, and it was too good to be true.

Our reverie broke when Nathan called to him. “Cod
damn it!” he cursed. “The wolf’s timing is poor.”

I giggled as he took Nathan’s call. “It better be good,
Nathan!”

“Aaron, Alpha Martin has called for a meeting.
There is a rogue attack on the borders and our
says that a coven of witches is mvolved 3
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stay in and don't venture out. I'll orc
for us, and I'll be back as soon as poss

“Iwon't,” I reassured him.
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