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Chapter 401 

 
Mandy leaned against the elevator wall and said dreamily while taking in the bustling and gorgeous nighttime scenery. 

 
Renee naturally did not believe in these legends that were meant to fool children. She said with a smile, "So if I miss a 

founding father really, really badly, would I encounter an elevator filled with cash?" 

 

"C'mon, Renee. You're not romantic at all. If you don't look forward to a sweet encounter, how would you meet your true 
love?" 

 
"Let me teach you a life lesson as an older woman, Mandy. To live a good life, true love wouldn't help much. Money is way 

more important. 

Something like true love will only become a weapon for others to hurt you with." 

Renee told Mandy seriously. She did not look like she was joking at all. 

Although these words sounded too cruel for an 18 year old girl who had just started to develop romantic feelings, the earlier 

she understood this fact, the less she would get hurt. 

 

Mandy shook her head and said, "Ren, I don't agree with what you said. True love is a good medicine for curing pain. 

Why would it cause pain? 

 

You're just scared of love now because you were hurt by it once. You look brave and carefree, but you're actually timid 

and cowardly because you dare not love again." 

 

"Uhh..." 

 
Renee was speechless. 

 
'Do all the kids nowadays mature this early?' she thought. 

The elevator finally reached the top floor. 

The restaurant was decorated elegantly with fresh flowers everywhere. A person was playing the violin. The 

atmosphere was beautiful and romantic. 

 

"Ren, the top donor is waiting for you. This candlelight dinner is for the two of you, so I won't stay to be the third wheel. I'm 

going home." 

 

After saying that, Mandy took the elevator down and left the 

restaurant. "Welcome, our only female guest for the evening. This 

way, please." The waiter bowed 90 degrees and led Renee into the 

restaurant. 

The man standing in front of the French window had a tall, straight figure. He was dressed in an elegant black casual 

suit that had good cutting, complementing his excellent figure nicely. His regal temperament gave him the air of a king that 

came out of a medieval castle. 

 

Anyone would be captivated by his height and his aura. No wonder Mandy nearly fell for him. 

 
Renee subconsciously quickened her pace. She walked over to stand behind the man and said, ’Hi." 

 
The man slowly turned around. His perfect, handsome face could only be described as a masterpiece of nature. There 

was currently a mischievous grin on it. "Long time no see, my goddess." 

 

"Ugh!" 

 
Renee almost fell down. 

 
 

In those short few steps, she had made countless guesses about the man's identity - she had even guessed that he 

might be Xavier - but she would never have guessed that it was him! 

'Why do I feel like you look a bit disappointed, Bonnie?" 

Haze chuckled and joked calmly. 

For four years, he had tried every method possible to trace Renee's whereabouts, but his efforts were in vain. 

 
He kept decrypting the protection she set up, and she kept using more sophisticated techniques to set up a new 

protection. It was like a game of cat and mouse. Every attack made his blood boil with excitement. 

So when he learned that Renee was back, he got really excited. He immediately got into a bidding war with Stefan during 

the live stream and ultimately scammed Stefan of 4 million dollars while he himself reaped the benefits. 

 

"Haze, what have you been through the last few years? You look so different 

now." Renee was still in shock. 

That was because the Haze she remembered was an unruly and carefree person. He was always wearing a black hat, a 

black T- shirt, and a pair of black pants. But now, he was wearing a black suit like a proper adult! No wonder she 

couldn't recognize him 

at first! 

 
Haze moved closer and closer to Renee. His deep eyes were passionate and emotional. "We haven't seen each other 

for four years, and that's the first thing you say to me? 
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Renee reached out and placed her hands between them while saying with a weird smile, "Not so close. Our relationship is one of purely friendship, so we 

should maintain an appropriate distance from each other." 

 

"It's purely friendship to you, but not to me..." 

 
A mischievous smile crept onto Haze's handsome and unruly face. Not only did he not keep his distance, he even grabbed Renee's wrist and tried to pull 

her into his arms... Of course, the consequences were dire! 

 

With dexterous movements, Renee counter-grappled his hand and easily held it behind his back. He might be nearly 1.9 meterstall, but she had him under 

total control. 

 

'You little brat, how dare you try to tease me. Do you realize your mistake now?” Renee kept exerting more 

and more strength, wishing to teach Haze a lesson. 

Haze's arm was about to break. He gritted his teeth in pain but did not plead for mercy. Instead, he smiled happily. "What mistake? Is it against the law to 

like you? You disappeared for four years, and I've been thinking about you for four years. Is that a crime?" 

 

‘You...!" 

 
Renee's face instantly turned crimson. 

 
She could not believe Haze had become so flirtatious after four years. He was so good at pick-up lines now... No, he was flirtatious too four years ago! 

 
Compared to Stefan who was cold and arrogant and had probably never uttered a single pick-up line in his life, Haze had always been direct and 

passionate! 

 

If he had 10 points of love for you, he would express his love with 100 points or even 1000 points of enthusiasm. On the other hand, if 

Stefan had 10 points of love for you, he would express his love with -10 points of enthusiasm. Men could be really different from one another. 

"Looks like you don't want your arm anymore, Justin Baldwin. Fine, I'll grant you your wish and break it for you!" 

 
Renee did not want him to see that his flirting had an effect on her, so she could only ramp up the violence to teach him a lesson. 

 
Haze was in so much pain that his forehead was drenched in sweat, but he still maintained a mesmerizing smile on his face. "Go ahead. If I lose my arm, I'll 

stick to you forever." 

 

"Ugh!" 
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Upon hearing that, Renee immediately let go of him and said, "You're so oily. You're oilier than an oilfield. You win." 

 
Haze waved his arm about and found that it had dislocated a little bit. He kept shaking his head and sighing. "Tsk Tsk, f*ck my life. Why did I fall in love 

with a female warrior? Looks like I have to sign up for some self defense classes so that I can last 

longer." 

 
Renee was speechless and did not respond. 

 
She looked around at their romantic surroundings, pulled out a chair at a table by the window, and sat down. Haze elegantly sat down 

across from her. 

The waiter brought roses, steak, and wine, as well as a blue flame fireworks show. It was a more elaborate candlelight dinner than what Renee saw in TV 

dramas. However, she seemed disinterested. 

 

"So, you're the second highest donor who scammed Stefan of 4 million dollars last night. Why are you here instead?" Renee asked curiously 

after taking a sip of wine. 

"What do you mean I scammed him of 4 million dollars? Do I have to remind you that as the second highest donor, I donated close to that amount as 

well?" 

 

While swaying his wine glass, Haze looked Renee in the eye and asked, ’ Are you disappointed that I'm the one who came today?" 

 
Renee shrugged and replied honestly, "I wouldn't say disappointed, just a bit surprised." 

 
"What's so surprising about it? The top donor didn't want to come, so I naturally took his place as the second highest donor." "How do you know he didn't 

want to come?" 

"It's simple. You and I are both top class hackers. All I need to do is hack into the H Group's internal system to check his schedule for the evening." 

 

Haze took a sip of wine with smiley eyes. 

 
"Looks like H Group's systems are still as bad as ever!" 

 
Renee snorted and asked, "So what's his schedule for the evening?" "Are you sure you want 

to know?" 

Haze said meaningfully, "If you find out, you might be sad..." 

 
Renee couldn't help rolling her eyes. She said coldly, "If he could still affect my emotions, I would never have attended this dinner... I don't mind coming 

here because I'm already over him." 

 

'That's great! That means I have a chance. 
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Haze's handsome face was visibly overjoyed. 

 
As long as Renee had really gotten over Stefan, he believed that he would be able to move her with his sincerity one 

day. 'You don't have any chance. After I finish my tasks here, I'm going to marry someone." 

Renee said calmly while cutting her steak. 

 
Haze's expression immediately changed. He asked, "Marry someone? 

Who?' 

"I have no obligation to tell you." 

 
Haze was only nervous for a second. He then became very calm and confident. He said, ’It doesn’t matter who he is, as 

long as his family name isn't Hunt, and as long as you haven't married him, I'm confident that I can make you fall in 

love with me." 

 

"It's good to have confidence, but you should use it in the right place." 

 
Renee raised her head and looked Haze in the eye. "Now, can you tell me what Stefan Hunt's schedule is for this 

evening?" "See? You still care about him..." 

Haze sighed and said truthfully, "His itinerary showed that he, like you, has a candlelight dinner planned for this 

evening." "Oh?’ 

Renee suddenly became interested, "With whom?" 

 
"With a woman named Briar Desrosiers. You probably don't know this, but while you were gone, he's been having a 

great time. His relationship with Briar Desrosiers is very stable, and I think... they're close to getting married." 

 

‘That's great!" 

 
There was an uncontrollable joy in Renee's eyes. 

 
If Stefan really was marrying Briar Desrosiers, he would definitely not be interested in Renee's children anymore. 

 
After all, Briar Desrosiers was not a benevolent woman. There was no way she would be willing to become a 

stepmother. She would definitely stop Stefan from taking Renee's children. 

 

"Oh god, please let them get married as soon as possible. I'll feel at ease when they do." 

Renee said excitedly. 

Haze studied Renee's reaction with a frown. "Are you just acting 

tough?" "Do I look like I'm acting tough?" 

Renee was so happy that she began to indulge in her food. 

 
Haze said, ' After you and Stefan left the Baldwin family four years ago, I had a really rough time. My grandfather, my 

father, my mother... took turns admonishing and humiliating me. They said I'm useless because I couldn't win over 

your heart. Therefore, when they learned that you're back, they celebrated like it was Christmas. They said I have to 

make you mine at all costs." 

 

"Really? What kind of costs are the Baldwin family willing to pay?" 

Renee asked with a smile. 

"Not much. Just an endless amount of money." 

 
 

Renee raised her eyebrows and said, "I don't need money at the moment." "Don’t be so quick to reject. I know you and the 

Azure Group are planning something big. You're gonna need money..." 

 

Haze bumped his glass against Renee's. "The Baldwin family has moved some industries to Beach City. I look 

forward to our pleasant cooperation." 

 

Renee was a bit confused. 

 
But from what she knew of this man, those were definitely not just empty words. He's definitely taking 

action! After dinner, the two of them took the elevator downstairs. 

The night had deepened, and the scenery had become even more beautiful. 

 
While the elevator was slowly descending, Renee recalled the legend Mandy told her for some 

reason. Would two people who understood each other really run into each other here? 

Haha, it was probably just a joke to fool children. 

 
Renee smiled a little. Then, she lifted her eyes, and she completely froze! 
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In the elevator that was going up across from them stood Stefan with his hands in his pockets. His handsome face was 

as cold as always. His deep eyes happened to meet hers... 
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However, the encounter was too brief. It came and went in an instant, like two meteors that streaked past each 

other. One of them was going up while the other was going down. Neither of them stopped for the other.  

"Hah, it seems Mr. Top Donor still cares about you. He's here for the dinner 

appointment." When they arrived at the ground floor, Haze joked with a playful grin. 

"He can do whatever he wants. It's none of my concern." 

 
Renee walked gracefully to the parking lot, as if the encounter had never happened. 

'You're not gonna go up and have a chat with him?" 

‘The agreed time for the dinner is from 8 pm to 11 pm. It's already a quarter past 11. It's his fault that he came late. My 

time's precious too. Why should I stay for him?" 

 

Renee words were both rational and ruthless. 

 
"True. Maybe he's here for a a dinner date with Briar Desrosiers. Otherwise, his expression wouldn't have been so 

cold when you saw each other just now, as if he didn't even know you." 

 

Haze put his hands in his pockets and analyzed in detail while looking up at the top of the 

tower. Renee made no reply. She took out her car key and pressed the button to start the car. 

"It's getting late. We should go home. See you next time!" 

 
Renee waved her hand at Haze. Her beautiful face was expressionless, devoid of any 

emotion. "I take that as a promise that there will be a next time.” 

Haze reluctantly said goodbye to Renee. 

 
Tsk tsk. He waited four years for this, but they parted ways again after just one dinner. He was far from 

satisfied. However, compared to Stefan who only had a few seconds of encounter with her, he seemed to be 

much luckier. 

Renee's red sports car whizzed through the night and quickly disappeared. It moved forward without turning back, 

just like Renee who would never look back after making up her mind! 

 

At the same time, Stefan was standing in front of the French window of the 520 top floor restaurant, looking out of 

the window with a cold expression. 

 

The brief encounter with Renee just now felt so unreal. 

 
Although he had already seen her in the video, seeing her when they were only one step away from each other felt 

completely different... 

 

Stefan had to admit that his calm heart had rippled uncontrollably the moment his eyes met the woman's. 

 
Of course, he was confident enough to believe that Renee must have felt the same way. In fact, maybe the encounter 

caused more than just ripples in her heart. Maybe it caused waves! 

 

Stefan adjusted his pose, trying to look his coolest while waiting for Renee to come back up. 

 
He had even thought of the first thing he would say to her later: "Don't misunderstand. I'm just 

passing by." No, that was terrible. 

"Long time no see. I wonder how a 4 million dollar dinner would feel like." 

 

 
But wouldn't that expose his identity as the top donor? It's too embarrassing! 

Maybe: ''Fancy seeing you here. What brought you back to Beach City?" 

But that felt. ...too sarcastic? 

 
Minutes passed. Stefan had gone through dozens of possible lines but Renee was still nowhere to 

be seen. 'Damn it, is this woman playing hard to get?' 

The arrogant CEO could not stand it anymore. He turned towards the restaurant 

entrance. Apart from the staff, there was no one else there! 

Stefan lifted his luxury watch and checked the time. Then, he muttered under his breath, "I'll give you ten more 

minutes!" Ten minutes passed. 

The restaurant manager cautiously approached Stefan. 

"Uhh, Mr. Hunt... 
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With a serious look on his handsome face, Stefan said coldly, "Is she finally 

here?" "Huh? Who?" 

The manager looked confused. 

"Who do you think?" 

"I'm sorry, Mr. Hunt, I have no idea who you're talking about..." 

 
Stefan's perfect facial features almost disintegrated. Keeping his anger in check, he asked, "If you don't know who 

I'm talking about, why are you talking to me?" 

 

"I just want to inform you that we're closing..." 

 
The manager lowered his eyes and said cautiously. 

 
In truth, their restaurant was supposed to close half an hour ago. 

 
But because Stefan Hunt was posing in front of the window without the slightest intention of leaving, no one dared to 

tell him. "Are you waiting for someone? Do you want us to call that person for you?" 

The restaurant manager saw that Stefan's expression was as cold as ice, so he boldly 

asked. "No need!" 

Stefan's handsome face stiffened as his thin lips spat out those words. 
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He had to accept the reality that Renee, that damn woman, actually dared to turn a blind eye to him! 

 
In over 20 years of his life, he had rarely faced such setbacks. He had always been able to have anything he wanted. 

 
The few times he had had all been because of Renee. His feelings for her became a bit more complex. It aroused in 

him a strong desire to conquer her! 

 

"So you don't want to see me? I'll make it so that you'll beg to see me!" 

 
He seemed to have formulated some kind of plan. He walked out of the restaurant and took the elevator downstairs. 

 
The night was getting dark. The street lights were dim. There were almost no pedestrians on the streets. A car or two 

would roar past occasionally, bringing gusts of cold wind with them. 

 

With a cold expression, Stefan walked straight towards the outdoor parking lot. 

 
*Honk!* 

 
Suddenly, a car horn broke the silence, clearly meant to attract his attention. 

 
He turned around and saw Renee's graceful figure lazily leaning against a red convertible sports car. 

 
The woman's beautiful face carried a touch of sexiness. Her rosy lips curled up in a seductive grin. ‘Long time no see, 
Mr. Hunt." 

 
Stefan's heart pounded fiercely, as if a storm was roaring inside. He had never felt this emotional, but he remained 

calm and indifferent on the surface. His expression was extremely cold. 

 

"Long time no see?" 

 
 

His slender figure was wrapped in a chilly air. He approached the woman step by step and said, "That's all you have to 

say after disappearing for four years?" 

 

Renee stared at the man who was approaching her. She could feel his suppressed anger. If that anger burst out of 

him, it should be pretty terrifying. 

 

But she was not scared at all. She maintained a faint smile on her face and said nonchalantly, "Is there anything else 

to say?" Stefan took a deep breath and slightly loosened his fingers, trying to appear more relaxed. He snorted coldly.  

"I thought you left with Justin Baldwin. Why did you come 

back?" "I thought you have another appointment. Why are 

you here?" 

Renee smiled and asked him back. 

 
She was not acting relaxed, she was actually relaxed. That made Stefan seem like he was trying too hard in 
comparison. 

 
This sense of powerlessness inexplicably made Stefan angry. He hated the feeling of others controlling his 

emotion without being able to do anything about it. 

 

"Enough, Renee Everheart!" 

 
He could no longer hold himself back. He reached out towards her thin shoulders and held her tightly in his arms... 
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Stefan's voice was cold and hoarse. His thin lips pressed against the woman's ear. His words were painful and angry. 

"Renee Everheart, you're truly the most heartless woman I've ever met!" 

 

The emotions that he had held inside for four years rushed out of him uncontrollably like an avalanche. 

 
He hugged her really tightly, as if he wanted to crush her and incorporate her pieces into his own body... As if that was the 

only way he could ensure that she would remain in his life and not leave him again! 

W W 

 
His embrace was so tight that Renee felt a bit painful. Her eyebrows furrowed slightly. 

 
With her skills, she could easily drop him to the ground, but she did not resist. She let him hold her like a meek little rabbit. 

 
The embrace that she once longed for was so strong, so powerful, and so warm, but... it no longer aroused anything in her 
heart. 

 
It was easy to fall in love with someone and it was not that hard to let go of someone either. Four years was enough for her 

to completely let go. 

After an embrace that felt both brief and long, Stefan realized that he had reacted a bit too strongly. He slowly and 

reluctantly let go of her, but still stood very close to her. 

"Don't misunderstand. The embrace didn't mean anything." Renee 

nodded, "Understood.” 

The woman's calmness and composure made Stefan inexplicably angry. It felt like... he had just launched a strong punch 

that hit a bed of cotton. 

 

There was no impact at all. 

 
He could effortlessly control everything except for this woman in front of him. 

Not before, not now. This frustrated him to no end! 

"If you're so unhappy with me, why didn't you push me away? You're clearly capable of doing that!” 

Stefan asked coldly. 

Renee shrugged and said indifferently, "You misunderstood, Mr. Hunt. I'm not unhappy with you. We used to be husband 

and wife after all. Now that we see each other again after a long time, a hug seems like an appropriate thing to do." 

"Well said!" 

 
Stefan snorted, "I never knew you're such a carefree person, Miss 

 
Everheart... Do you really think that you don’t need to be responsible for the troubles you caused anymore after hiding like 

a coward for four years?" 

Renee knew Stefan would not let her off so easily, but she remained calm and asked, "Then what do you want me to do, 

Mr. Hunt?" 

"Do you know that Briar lost her child because of your cruelty? She even had to have her womb removed. She'll never get 

the chance to be a mother again!" 

 

Pain crept into Stefan's handsome face. His voice trembled slightly. 

For the past four years, he had been mired in guilt. 

He had always felt that it was his mistake that caused his brother to lose his only bloodline and ruined Briar's life. 

 
 

For four years, he put a seal on the topic and forbade anyone from bringing it up. Then, he desperately worked as hard as 

he could to numb and also to punish himself. 
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Now that Renee, the fuse of the entire tragedy, finally reappeared, he felt that it was time to undo the knot in his heart. 

 
"I don't care whether what you did back then was intentional or an accident, it's a fact that the baby died at your hands. 

Briar suffered from severe depression because of that. She tried to commit suicide countless times in the last four 

years... You owe her an apology." 

"It's that serious?" 

 
Renee's calm expression gradually turned grave. 

 
She did not expect the accident four years ago to have such serious consequences. 

 
In the past, she was too arrogant. Even if she knew that she was in the wrong, she would never apologize to someone like 

Briar Desrosiers. 

 

But now that she had become a mother, she knew better than anyone how traumatizing this kind of experience could be. It 

was impossible to not feel any guilt over it. 

"Don't worry, I know what to do." 

 
Renee looked coldly at Stefan, paused for a few seconds, then added," However, this is a grudge between me and Briar. I 

hope you won't interfere too much. If you get injured by mistake, I won't take responsibility for it." 

 

Stefan did not expect Renee to agree so easily. Deep down, he felt an indescribable sense of loss... 
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After all, this seemed to be the only thing still connecting them. 

 
If this matter was handled cleanly, then there would no longer be anything between them. They would become complete 

strangers. 

"Good. I have nothing else to say." 

 
Stefan's emotions were very complicated, and so were his feelings for 

Renee. He could not say that he hated her. 

But there also seemed to be a lack of reason for him to embrace her 

again. He had to admit that after four years, many things had changed. 

Stefan coldly turned around, preparing to 

leave. "Wait." 

Renee suddenly stopped him. 

"Anything else?" 

"Thank you." 

 
Renee said 

sincerely. "For 

what?" 

Stefan was confused. 

 
"Thank you for visiting my parents' graves in the last four years. I once loved you deeply and I once hated you deeply, 

but everything's over now. I no longer love or hate you. I hope that, when we meet in the future, we can greet each other 

with a smile, and I hope that we can both live our lives well." 

Renee said from the bottom of her heart with a smile. 

 
Before, she kept too many things in her heart, and it was very exhausting. 

 
She only realized that she could live a carefree life after completely letting go! 

 
Her words were grand, but Stefan's face became increasingly cold as he listened to 

her. This damn woman was so eager to cut ties with him? 

"I think this amber pendant is yours. I found it four years ago. I can finally return it to you now." 

 
Renee took down the amber pendant that she had kept for four years from her neck and handed it to 

Stefan. "It's actually with you!" 

Stefan quickly took it from her. He could still feel Renee's body heat on the amber. 

 
 

After examining it carefully, he confirmed that it was indeed the pendant left by his brother. He was very emotional. "This is 

something very important to me. I've been looking for it for a long time." 

"You dropped it in front of my parents' graves. I didn't expect you to go there, so I never thought it would be yours. I'm sorry if 

it caused any inconvenience." 

 

Renee spoke politely. Her tone was distant. 

Stefan hated this "politeness”. 

It was as if they were just acquaintances, but they were once an intimate couple! 

 
However, no matter how unhappy he felt, an arrogant guy like Stefan would never show it on his face. 

 
"You'd better pray that this pendant isn't damaged, or it's not something that can be glossed over with just an apology!" 

After saying that coldly, he left without looking back. 

Renee leaned against her car and watched Stefan's impressive figure blend into the night. She could not help smiling. 

'Tsktsk, this guy still has such a bad attitude. It's time for him to suffer a bit and have a taste of failure... 
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By the time Renee returned to the apartment, it was already really 

late. Leia was not back yet, which was quite unusual. 

"Could the heartless girl have found true love this time?" 

 
While Renee was wondering that, she saw Leia stealthily opening the door and sneaking in. Her fair face was tinged with a 

faint blush, displaying a girlish shyness. 

 

*Ahem* 

 
Renee cleared her throat and stopped Leia. She interrogated her like a dorm manager. "Where have you been? Why are 

you back so late? Don't lie to me!" 

 

After hesitating for a while, Leia told her, 'Til be honest, I've fallen for this guy hard. Barring any accident, we'll probably 

get married at the end of the month. If the time is right, maybe we can even have a group wedding!" 

 

"Already? Isn't it a bit too impulsive?" 

 
Although Renee was happy for Leia, she still felt a bit uneasy. "You've always said that you would never get married or have 
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children. Why the sudden change of mind?” 

 

"That's because I haven't met the right person! As long as the person is right, any rule can be broken, and there's no 

obstacle too hard to overcome!" 

 

Leia used to be a fangirl. Her biggest hobby was fangirling over celebrity couples. She had no interest in starting a 

relationship. Who would have known that a single taste of relationship would spiral out of control like this?! 

Renee did not ask any further. She told Leia, "If you're gonna get married soon, aren't you gonna show me this guy and let 

me check him out?" 

 

"Of course!" 

 
Leia smiled sweetly and said, "I already told him that we'll have dinner together tomorrow. You can help me take a look at 

him." "Okay." 

Renee nodded. 

 
"What did you do tonight? Did you go to dinner with the top donor?" 

Leia eagerly asked Renee. 

"Yes, but not exactly." 

 
Renee answered truthfully. 

 
Leia's eyes lit up. She asked, "How was it? Who's the top donor? It's Stefan the Scumbag, isn't it?" 

"Yup, it's him." 

Renee did not feel any need to conceal it. 

 
"Did your flame rekindle?... Oh no, I can tell with a single look that it did. It's over for my poor brother. He's getting dumped." 

 
 

Leia had already come up with a huge drama in her mind. 

 
She had always felt that the relationship between Renee and Stefan would not end so soon. Her brother should not have 

stood between them like a fool. Him getting dumped was only a matter of time. 

 

Renee's expression immediately turned serious, "Don't joke about something like that. If the flame could rekindle, it would 

have rekindled a long time ago. It wouldn't have remained dead for four years. We only settled some issues between us." 

"That's good. A dead love is like a tumor that has been removed from the body. If you keep the tumor, it'll only spread and 

cause you more pain. 

 

Ending it cleanly is good..." 

 
After Leia said that, she could not help but worry, "But there are two children between you. Can you really end it 

cleanly?" The Hunt Residence. 

In the last four years while Renee was gone, Old Mr. Hunt's health had deteriorated because he was worried sick. 

 
Stefan chose to move back to the Hunt Residence to live with Old Mr. Hunt so that it would be more convenient to take 

care of the elderly man. 

 

Today, Stefan returned later than usual. He thought the old man must be asleep already so he did not go to greet him 

and instead headed straight to the study for an extra shift 
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The study was big and dark, with rows of bookshelves. 

 
Stefan turned on the light expressionlessly, only to find Old Mr. Hunt sitting on the sofa, causing him to step back in 

shock. "Grandpa, why are you trying to scare people instead of sleeping?" 

Old Mr. Hunt's face was stiff. While leaning on his cane, he scolded, "I'm trying to scare myself to death. I'm sick of 

worrying about my children and grandchildren every day. I'm better off dead!" 

 

"There you go again..." 

 
Stefan rubbed his forehead and stabilized his emotions, then walked up to the old man and squatted to meet him in the 

eye. He patiently asked, "Did something happen today that make you unhappy?" 

 

"It's nothing, I'm lamenting my own uselessness, that's all. My old eyes are so blurry that I can't even see a person 

clearly now." The old man shook his head, sighing. 

He thought back to the time when he followed General Everheart and fought against enemies on the battlefield. He used to 

be so brave and spirited. 

 

But now, he couldn't even walk steadily, or talk properly, or see clearly... 

 
Old Mr. Hunt suddenly took out his phone. His old fingers pressed the screen a few times before he said, ‘Oh no, my 

eyes are not that good. Stef, come and help Grandpa take a look. Who's the woman in this video? Her skills are good." 

 

"Which one?" 

 
Stefan leaned over to take a look. 

 
It turned out to be the viral video of Renee. 

 
He instantly understood what the old man was doing. 

 
Therefore, he squinted slightly and feigned ignorance, saying, "Yeah, who is she? Probably a small time influencer. These 

are probably all scripted. 

These people would do anything to be famous. Let's not watch it anymore. It's all fake." 

 
Stefan tried to grab Old Mr. Hunt's phone, but the trembling old man suddenly became extremely lively. He warned, 

"You stinky brat, stop feigning ignorance. Open your eyes wide and take a good hard look at the woman in the video." 

 

"Okay, I'll take a good hard look." 

 
After watching it again, Stefan said without hesitation, "I remember now, this is the actress that Xavier's company has been 

promoting in recent years. Her name's Shirley White... Do you wanna see other photos of her?" 

 

He did not want the old man to know that Renee had returned to Beach City. Otherwise, considering the old man's style of 

doing things, it would surely cause a storm in the city. 

 

Besides, Shirley and Renee looked kinda similar, so he should be able to bluff his way out of this. 

"Nonsense!" 

Old Mr. Hunt was furious. He gave Stefan a hard slap. "Do you really think I'm blind? This is my granddaughter-in-law, 

Renee! How could you not tell me that she's back? Do you really think I don’t go online?" 

"Let me tell you, not only do I know that she's back, I even watched her live stream! I even gave her a donation!" 

 
 

When the old man said this, his expression was very proud. He sneered," There's a fool who donated 4 million dollars. I 

wonder who he is. If you have that kind of awareness, I might have two great grandchildren by now!" 

Stefan:"..." 
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He was surprised to find out that his grandfather, who was nearly a hundred years old, who was almost completely out 

of touch with the outside world, and who rarely used electronic devices, actually surfed the internet regularly. He even 

saw Stefan's embarrassing moments! 

 

If Stefan's identity as the top donor got exposed, he would really die of shame! 

"Grandpa wants to see her. Invite her over for dinner." 

The old man waited for Stefan all night for this. 

 
"You'll have to do that yourself. I don't think I can get that appointment. As you can see, she's really popular now so 

she's very busy nowadays." 

Stefan said sarcastically. 

 
Renee had already cut off their relationship cleanly. He did not want to take the initiative to contact her because that would 

be too embarrassing! 

 

"Can I? Okay, as you wish." 

 
Within the vigorous and shrewd eyes of Old Mr. Hunt, interesting ideas emerged.. 
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The next day. 

Renee and Leia arrived at a high-end seafood restaurant together. 

 
"Renee, look, that's my boyfriend, William Jones. Isn't he 

handsome?" Leia pointed to a young man in the VIP area and said 

shyly. 

Renee looked in the direction Leia was pointing at and saw a man waiting there anxiously, occasionally fiddling with his 

clothes and tidying up the tableware. He was clearly a bit nervous and probably placed great importance on this meeting. 

"He looked very gentle. I can't believe this is the type that you would fall so hard for." 

Renee joked. 

She always thought that Leia would like the domineering CEO type. After all, the male idols she liked were all of that type. 

 
But the gentle type was good too. At least they're considerate and reliable. He would complement the carefree Leia quite 

well - provided he truly was what he seemed. 

The man had also noticed them by now. He immediately flashed them a warm smile while waving to 

them. "Leia!” 

He quickly walked over and took the bag from Leia's hand thoughtfully. He then grabbed her hand and said, "Baby, are you 

tired? Are you hungry? I ordered your favorite coconut crab. I hope you'll like it." 

 

"Thank you, baby." 

 
Leia smiled sweetly. She proudly introduced Renee to him, "This is my best friend Renee. We're even closer than real 

sisters. Let me tell you, she's really talented. She's the perfect blend of beauty and wisdom. She could run a company 

and kick butts. She's a top student in college and is an amazing hack..." 

 

*Ahem* 

 
When Renee noticed that Leia was about to sell her out, she quickly interrupted her. He smiled at William and said, "Hi, 

I'm Renee." 

 

"Hi, I'm William." 

 
The man pushed his glasses up his nose and responded with a graceful smile. 

 
Throughout the dinner, William was very gentle and considerate. He peeled shrimp and crabs for Leia and maintained 

a polite distance from Renee, respecting her boundaries. 

According to Leia, William was born overseas. He was a third generation immigrant. 

 
His father ran a dental clinic while his mother was a university professor. He was a philosophy student at the University of 

New York. It could be said that he had a scholarly background and a wealthy family. 

 

Renee could hardly find any flaws in William. He was perfect in terms of appearance, manner, and family 

background. But it was this "perfection" that made Renee feel suspicious. 

 

"William, I heard from Leia that you guys will be getting married at the end of the month. Isn't that too soon? You've been 

going out for less than 3 months." 

 

Renee took a sip of wine, then looked straight into the man's eyes and asked the sharp question. 

 
"It's not too soon if the person is right. It only took Leia and I three days since we met to confirm our relationship. The first 

time I saw her, I was already certain that she was the one true love of my life. That's why I want to marry her and protect 

her for the rest of my life!" 

 

William and Leia clenched their fingers together and gazed at each other. The love overflowing from their eyes was so 

thick that it almost felt like it had physical form. 

 

"Remember what you said today. If you dare do her wrong, I'll make sure you die a tragic 

death!" After Renee said that, she touched her glass with his and drank all the wine in one 

gulp. 

Her love life was a mess, and she would never let Leia go down the same path! 

 
After the meal, Renee used a random excuse to leave so that she would not be the third wheel. 

 
While strolling around a mall, she took out her phone and dialed a number." Kevin! How are you, my old friend? I'd like 

to ask you about someone.” 

Kevin was a friend of hers from the same laboratory when she was studying overseas. They were very close 
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