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Floating Cloud Villa.

During the day, the primeval forest with dense vegetation was a natural oxygen bar for the wealthy, a place for
them to take vacations and recuperate. However, during the night, it was a dangerous place where all kinds of
wild beasts roamed,

At the center of the forest was a sealed underground bunker surrounded by vines and thorns. Few people came
to this area. Right now, it was emitting a faint blue light which looked like ghost fire in the dark night.

Rence was sitting at the bottom of the hole. The humid air carried a musty smell, and occasionally mice and
cockroaches would crawl past her. Her delicate little face was expressionless. She was calm.

Heh, that fool Jane South thought that if she tricked Renee into this air-raid shelter and locked her in, she would
be teaching Renee a lesson.

However, Renee’s grandfather had taught her survival skills in the wild when she was little. This environment was
no doubt a nightmare for ordinary people, but for her, it was nothing

In truth, Rence had a hundred ways to escape, but she did not.

Not only did she not escape, she even intentionally made herself look like she was in

a miserable state, like she was about to die at any moment.

Renee rubbed the ground with a stone to start a fire, then made use the light to write

on the wall with a stone.

“10,9,8,7...7

She counted down in her mind.

According to their plan, Liam would be rushing here with Jerome South’s men very soon.

Rence was worried that she might not look miserable enough, so she quickly ruffled her hair even more,
grabbed a handful of dirt from the ground, and wiped it on her cheeks.

Sure enough, Rence soon heard the sound of an SUV being driven at full speed. It was
getting closer and closer to her.

She quickly extinguished the fire and lay “dying” on the ground...

In the dark, quiet night, the metallic door of the air-raid shelter was forcibly pried

open with a bang.
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Amidst the moonlight, Renee saw a tall figure jump down from above. She cleared her throat and was preparing
to tragically cry out for help.

But the next second, she heard a voice that completely took her by

surprise. “Renee, are you okay?”

The cold voice that carried a bit of nerve was so clear yet sounded so unreal in the dark.
Stefan?!

How could it be him?! “1”

Renee was so confused.

What was Stefan doing here in the middle of the night? How should she continue her act with his sudden
intrusion?

Stefan tightly grasped Renee’s thin shoulders with his big hands and carefully examined her whole body under
the dim moonlight. After confirming that she was not injured, his tightly furrowed eyebrows relaxed slightly.

“Jane South has gone too far! This is unforgivable!”

His cold, stern face, outlined by the moonlight, was so perfect that Renee could not stop looking at it, as if she
was bewitched. She quickly shook her head and tried to keep a clear head.

“Umm... Mr. Hunt, I'm fine. Liam will be here to rescue me soon. You can go back now. Don’t worry

about me.” Renee distanced herself from Stefan and said politely.

After all, being alone in a space like this was inappropriate for two people who were about to get a divorce.

But more importantly, Liam will be here with Jerome South’s men to rescue her soon. She had a whole

show planned out. If Stefan stayed, or worse, took her way, the show could not go on!
“That no-good pretty boy again...”

Stefan’s handsome face turned gloomy. He held Renee’s tiny face with his long fingers and stared deep into her
eyes, asif to see through her.
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“Can you explain to me what kind of charm Liam Osborne has? How did he bewitch you to this extent?”

Renee was frightened by how fierce he looked. She put on a docile appearance and a fake smile. “Well...
maybe it's because he’s handsome? His face confirms to my sense of aesthetics.”

It was merely a random excuse to make Stefan leave as soon as possible. “That’s why you can go now. Let him
be the hero that saves the damsel in distress. You're just the ex-husband, so you should stay out of this,”

Stefan’s face darkened. He fought back the urge to tear her into
pieces. Haha, because he’s handsome?

He, Stefan, was widely recognized as the most handsome man in the entire Beach City. How could Liam
Osborne with his influencer-like face even compare to him?

“Shut up!”

Stefan could not be bothered arguing with her. He simply swept Renee off her feet and was prepared to carry her
away from the place.

Rence was about to resist when she suddenly sensed an incoming danger. She immediately froze and warned
Stefan in a soft voice, “Be careful... Stefan, don’t move!”
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Stefan thought Renee was trying to trick him so she did not take her
warning seriously. Suddenly, he felt a sharp pain in his ankle.

Looking down, he saw a black snake spitting out its bright red tongue, looking at him menacingly.
The snake was about two fingers wide.

“Crap!l”

Stefan frowned. He could clearly feel the muscles around his ankle becoming numb. He
could hardly stand anymore. He quickly moved Renee behind him to protect her and said,
“I'll lure it away. You look for a chance to escape!”

“Did it bite you?”
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Renee clenched her fists and said in a tense voice, “The snake has a silver

ring around its neck and lives in a humid place, so it should be highly

venomous. Stop moving so that the venom

won’t spread so fast!”

“Shut up if you want to live!”

Renee’s voice was so loud that it was giving him a headache.

In his opinion, all Renee’s voice would do was anger the cold-blooded animal in front of them.

He had no experience in handling snakes, but under the tense situation, the snake would likely
attack them again, so he had to do something!

Stefan carefully took out his phone and turned slightly towards Renee who was standing behind him.

“Getready. When | count to three, run as hard as you can!”

Renee sighed helplessly and said, “There’s no need. It'll go away soon.”

Based on her past experience, this snake was not actually aggressive. Moreover, it had limited
vision and could only sense rapidly moving objects, so the safest thing to do was to stay still.

After the snake confirmed that they were not a threat, it would go away.
However, it was clear that Mr. Stefan Hunt had his own unique insight and
did not believe her. “One, two, three- RUN!”

As Stefan finished counting to three, he turned on the flashlight on his phone and shook it in front of
the snake, trying to divert the snake’s attention so that Renee would have an

opportunity to escape.
Rence slammed her hand on her forehead and said, “Oh no, oh no, it's over!”

The black snake was instantly angered. It struck continuously in the direction of the light like a chicken
pecking at grain, doing everything it could to bite them.

“You, out of the way!”
In the moment of crisis, Renee grabbed Stefan’s arm and pulled him aside.

Then, a silver gleam flashed across the air. A silver dart pierced into the snake’s neck, severing the
snake in two and killing it on the spot!

Everything happened so fast that Stefan did not see what happened clearly. He could only feel his
head becoming increasingly heavy and his vision becoming increasingly blurry.

Renee calmly walked forward, picked up both parts of the broken snake
corpse and stuffed them into a bag so that the snake’s venom serum
could be extracted from them.

She turned to Stefan and said, “You’re poisoned. We need to get you to a hospital to cleanse out

the venom as soon as possible!”
Stefan did not respond. His tall body shakily approached Renee, his eyes locked onto her.

Renee thought his eyes looked strange, so she kindly asked, “Can you walk?

Do you need my help?” “I need it!”

Stefan’s voice was low and deep. Like a towering mountain, he trapped
Renee firmly between himself and the wall.

His long, strong fingers forcefully raised Renee’s chin. A strong possessive desire could be seen in

the depth of his eyes. “You’re my wife, of course | need you!”

“Stefan, there’s something wrong with you. What are
you doing?” Renee leaned against the wall, not daring
to move.

Stefan was behaving abnormally!

She suddenly remembered that the venom of the black snake with silver ring not only attacked its
victim’s internal organs, it could also cause a hallucination and aphrodisiac effect.

The more emotional the person being bitten was, the more severe the effect!

“You're a beautiful woman, but you might as well be blind. That Osborne boy is no match for me in

anything except being a few years younger.”

Under the influence of the snake venom, Stefan
had no filter. HIS BONDS

He rubbed her bright red lips with his fingers like he was rubbing the petals of a rose, and then, driven

by desire, moved in and covered them with his own lips...
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The man’s lips were hot like volcanic rock.

Renee’s mind went blank. She simply let him get the best of her as if her body had been

paralyzed. This was not the first time he had kissed her, but it was the first time he was
doing it so passionately and enthusiastically.

So much so that she found herself immersed in the kiss and could not help responding...

While getting lost in the kiss, Renee opened her eyes and took a peek to see what kind of expression Stefan had
when he was kissing her.

L

Stefan’s eyes were tightly closed. His slightly curled long eyelashes and his pronounced facial features were truly
a work of art.

His deep eyes, his high nose bridge, his perfect jaw line, his thin and sexy lips... If looks could kill, his face would
be a weapon of mass destruction!

Four years ago, she was enthralled by this handsome face.
Four years later, she found that she still had no resistance to

it! “Ahem!”

In the darkness, someone coughed awkwardly.

“Boss, are you done kissing? We’ve been here for a while now.”

Liam Osborne, with a tinge of disappointment in his voice, greeted her.
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“Crap!”
Renee was flustered. She panicked and pushed Stefan away, hard.

Stefan had become too emotional, so the venom had spread quickly in his body. By now, he was already barely
conscious. He fell to the ground with a thud.

“Mr. Hunt!”

Yorrick South, assistant of Jerome South, quickly rushed forward to help. The look of horror on his face was as
if he had seen the sky collapse.

‘Oh my god, this is Stefan Hunt, the CEO of H Group. If anything happens to him because of
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Miss South’s reckless behavior, the entire South family will pay for

it “He has been poisoned by a snake. Get him to a hospital

immediately!”

Renee had no time to put on the show she had planned for Yorrick anymore. Right now, she only wanted

Stefan to be safe. At the hospital.

Due to the timelz treatment and because they had the venomous snake’s serum, Stefan’s life was no longer in
danger, althoug

he was still unconscious. “Thank
goodness he’s safe!”
Renee heaved a sigh of relief. Her thin body slid down the wall of the corridor.

Liam, with his hands in his pockets, quietly looked at her. His normally bright and sunny face was currently bleak
and gloomy. He could not hold it in anymore.

“Boss, don’t you think you should be more worried about yourself? Don’t you showing your future ex-husband
too much concern?”

think you’re

Renee voice was rational and indifferent. “Don’t worry, | know what I’'m doing. I’'m only concerned about him
because he saved me and | don’t want to owe him any favors.”

Of course, the reason he was bitten by the venomous snake was because he tried to do too much and ended up
provoking the snake, but still...

“You're still lying to yourself!”
Liam sighed and confronted her, “Did you also kiss him that hard earlier to repay him for saving your life?”

“Moreover... that was so brutal of you, boss. Stefan Hunt had already been poisoned, but you still kissed him so
intensely. I'm not sure which one of you is the beast now!”

“You stinky brat! Are you looking for a beating?!”

Renee’s face turned bright red. She chopped Liam’s head with her

palm. She could not help replaying the scene of her kiss with Stefan in

her mind.

She was indeed... a bit too “ferocious”. As if she was a thirsty person who found
water. Tsk tsk, how sinful!

Liam stopped teasing her. He looked at Renee with deep eyes and strong emotions and said seriously, “I can
see that you haven’t completely let go of him yet. In that case, have you ever considered telling him your secret
to see what he thinks?”

“What nonsense are you talking about?!”
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Renee reproached Liam with a stern look. “It's over between Stefan and I. What happened earlier was
because... | was bewitched by his beauty. I'll try my best to control myself in the future and not make that kind
of mistake again.”

“Try your best?”

Liam playfully raised his eyebrows.

The implication was that it would happen again in the future.
Well, whatever. He knew very well what kind of person his boss

was. He could not be bothered exposing her lie.

Right then, a group of people appeared at the other end of the corridor and came towards them.
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The person in the lead was none other than the guy Renee had been waiting for all night Jerome South.

“Miss Everheart, my naughty daughter has gone way over the line this time. I've already punished her
by grounding her for a month. | hope you can find it in your heart to forgive her,” d

Jerome sincerely apologized, his face filled with guilt,

“I was lucky enough to escape unscathed, but my husband, who tried
to save me...” Renee looked towards the ward where Stefan was, her
fingers clenching slightly.

Although his life was no longer in danger, the toxin had accumulated in his body, so no one knew if it
would have any lasting effect. She was somewhat worried and also felt a bit guilty.

If she had not tried to put on the act to acquire South Group’s cooperation, Stefan would not have been in
danger.

She could now take the opportunity to make the request from Jerome South,
but... she could not do it.

Liam, however, did not have that kind of reservation. He cut straight to the point. “If apologies can solve
everything, why do we still need the police? You’re a smart man, Mr. South. Do you really think a few
words is enough to compensate for all the troubles your precious daughter

caused?”

Jerome South nodded and said, “I've thought long and hard about it. As long as you agree not to
pursue this matter anymore, Miss Everheart, it'll be your decision whether South Group cooperates with
Azure Group or with H Group in the future!”

“That’'s more like it! You're a smart man indeed,

Mr. South!” Liam did not expect everything to go

so smoothly.

As expected of his boss. It took her only one day to deal with a sly old fox like
Jerome South. He admired her so much!

“Time is of the essence. If it's convenient for you, Mr. South, how about
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signing the contract. now?”

Liam was afraid that changes might happen if they waited too long, so he already had the
contract prepared. However, Renee said, “There’s no rush. We'll discuss this when my
husband wakes up.”

“What?”

Liam turned his back on Jerome South and faced Renee, silently mouthing the question.

They had prepared so much for this very moment. Now that they had completed 99.9% of the process
and were at the last 0.1%, she’s choosing to give up?

Did she have any idea what she was

doing?! Renee paid Liam no heed.
She certainly knew what she was doing.

Giving up the chance to cooperate with South Group was tantamount to giving up the opportunity to
help Azure Group immediately take flight.

But, right now... she simply could not take advantage of the situation. At least, until Stefan
woke she could not do it! up,

Jerome South’s eyes went back and forth between Renee and Liam, wondering what
their relationship was. They did not look like lovers.

But they seemed to be more than friends.

He then looked at Stefan, who was currently lying unconscious in the ward...

Tsk, these three people have such a complicated relationship!

“Okay, then let’s wait until Stefan wakes up. Anyway, like | said, you will be the one to decide who South
Group will cooperate with, Miss Everheart.”

Jerome South then left.

Liam could not find it in himself to blame Renee. He believed that Renee

must have her own reasons for doing so.

Azure Group belonged to Renee anyway. He was just an employee. He would do
as the boss said. Liam had to leave because he had some business to take care
of.

Therefore, Renee was the only one left at the ward.

The doctor soon brought the examination report to Renee for a detailed discussion.

“Mrs. Hunt, Mr. Hunt’s life is no longer in danger, but the black silver-ring snake has a unique venom that
will take several days to completely cleanse away.”

The doctor pushed his glasses and said mysteriously, “In the meantime, Mr.
Hunt will be in an unusual condition. | just want to tell you about it now so

that you won’t be too worried...
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Renee frowned and asked the doctor nervously, “Please tell me.”

“Because the snake venom is too strong and can disrupt the victim’s central nervous system, Mr.
Hunt may experience symptoms of quadriplegia for the next few days. In other words, he won’t be
able to move. You and Mr. Hunt should not panic if that happens. He’s not paralyzed for life. He'll be

fine once the snake venom is cleansed.”

“Quadriplegia?”

While Renee was still digesting that word, a loud noise came

from the ward. “Get out! Get out! Don’t touch me!”

Stefan had come to. His angry voice was loud enough for the entire

floor to hear him. Renee and the doctor hurried over.

They saw several young nurses standing at the door of the ward, all of them afraid to go in.

“What’s the matter with you people? The patient’s awake. Why aren’t you taking care of him? Don’t
you want to work here anymore?”

The doctor said with a serious expression.

The person lying inside was Stefan Hunt, the CEO of H Group! If they offended him, the hospital
might be in trouble!

The head nurse trembled and said, “Director, it's not that we don’t want to take care of him, it’s just

that Mr. Hunt... Mr. Hunt lost his temper and wouldn’t let us touch him. He said

who dares to touch him will die. We don’t want to

offend him.” anyone

“But...”

The director was in a bit of a dilemma.

He had long heard that Stefan Hunt was a difficult person to deal with, but he had no idea
he was this difficult. Renee frowned and said, “Let me go take a look.”

She gently opened the door and went in. Stefan

yelled again. “Didn’t you hear me? | said get out!”

it to wake un
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Rence walked to Stefan’s bed and joked.

Only then did Stefan realize that the person who came

in was Rence. “It's you...”

His fierce expression softened slightly, but he still looked really upset. “You get out too!”

From the moment he woke up just now, he had tried his hardest to sit up, but his body would not
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move at all. He could not even move his fingers.
He had no choice but to accept the cruel reality that he was paralyzed now.
Think about how proud of a person Stefan was. He did not want anyone to see him in such a state!

Renee did not get out. Not only that, she even pulled a chair up and sat beside Stefan’s bed. She

observed him like she was observing an endangered animal.

In the past, this guy was always the one who suppressed others with his strong aura. To see him in

this condition was actually... pretty cute.

He was like a lion that was caught and tamed, or a tiger that had been exiled from its territory. It

could only roar but lacked the strength to do anything.

“You're a man. Why are you taking it out on those young women? What did they do to you?”

Stefan’s expression was cold and proud. “How dare they take off my clothes. They must have a

death wish!”
Not only did they take off his clothes, they even touched his body.

Stefan really hated being touched by women. If it weren’t for his inability to move, he would have
done more than just shout at them.

“Ahem!”

Renee covered her mouth to hide her smile. She tried her best to look like a loving mother lecturing a
child. She said, “You’re a patient. You should listen to the nurses and cooperate with them. They just

wanted to give you medicine...”

“Besides, you have such a nice body. So what if they touch you for a bit? It's not like you're losing
anything. Why are you so stingy?”

Stefan glared at her.

The meaning behind that glare was: | dare you to keep
talking nonsense. Renee obediently covered her mouth and
shut up.
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If she continued to tease him, she might get assassinated!

After a long time, Stefan’s voice asked in a heavy tone, “I'm paralyzed, aren’t 1?*



