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I woke up and | see that | am in the pack hospital again. | am hurting, and it is so much worse
than if they were just having sex. | feel like a truck hit me, and Emerald is in a great deal of pain
too. | have no idea what happened, one minute we were having a good time at dinner, even with
Carter and Joshua there. The next minute I can tell that Justin and Reagan were having sex. | was
bearing an incredible amount of pain, trying not to show how awful | was feeling at the moment.
I was praying for them to just be done soon so no one would know that my true mate never
wanted me. The fact that | wasn't enough for him still humiliates me. No one wanted me, and it
makes me sad. | don't want Carter and Joshua to know about it. I do not completely trust them,
and this is embarrassing to me. That was when | felt a burning sensation on my neck, which took
the pain I had been feeling too over double what it was. I couldn’t hold on anymore and ended up
blacking out. It is ridiculous this is the second time I have been here in a day's time, and haven’t
even been here for 24 hours yet. This has got to be some sort of a record, and one that I didn’t
want to have.

“Emerald, what happened?” I asked her through our mindlink.

“Justin has marked Reagan as his mate,” Emerald told me quietly, and she is clearly in even
more pain than | am about it. | felt my tears start, and | can't keep the sob in. Even if | were
going to reject him, just knowing that he was so excited about getting Reagan marked as his mate
broke my heart again. He knows that could kill me as we are still bound together. Is my life not
valuable to him at all? The fact that he just couldn’t wait for us to formally reject each other
before he marked her, was really painful. He never cared for me at all, and that hurt me on a
completely different level.

“I am so sorry Emerald. That is all my fault, I am clearly not worthy of love, and that is why he
did it. I am holding you back, he didn’t want me. We could both tell how much his wolf wanted
you” I told her in mind link. Emerald is a strong and beautiful wolf, she is so much better than
me. | feel like she was not given the right vessel to carry her now her. She deserved someone
who is a confident, and strong woman for her to be able to truly thrive.

“No Raven, the Goddess put us together for a reason. You have been held down and prevented
from having anything but the basics. You were kept hidden and prevented from being able to
train. Trust me, you are exactly who | am destined to be with. We will train, and you will find
out quickly, just how strong you are. | am proud of you, even in your pain from their betrayal,



you still stayed strong in your conviction to not accept him after what he did. That IS strong. To
not listen to the mate bond and go against the feelings that were telling us to forgive and forget,
and take him back. No, Raven, WE are strong. We will get through this together. | guarantee you
that in a month’s time, everything will be different for us. I need to rest now, tomorrow will be a
big day for us, and | want to help carry the brunt of this. | tried to keep it off of you, but I
couldn’t carry all of it, I had no idea that he would mark her before we could reject him. I am
sorry that you were so hurt, but tomorrow we will be done with Justin and Reagan” Emerald told
me gently. I am so lucky to have her, she really is the best thing that ever happened to me.

“Raven, are you OK?” I heard Stella speak gently to me, and I see that she is sitting at the end of
my bed. She is obviously upset for me and looks like she wants to kill whoever did this to me.

“I am OK. I am sorry, I didn’t know that I was going to pass out again. I managed to suffer
through them having sex before and thought I could again. I didn’t want to worry anyone, and
Alpha Cole was already so mad at what they had done to me when I lived there that I didn’t have
the heart to tell him the whole story of what was going on. | was scared that he would go over
there and start a war with Silver Blade, plus it is a very embarrassing tale for me to tell.” I told
her. | see both Luna Olivia, and Beta female Amanda sitting next to my bed, with concern
written all over their faces.

“It is too late, I already went there. Tomorrow, after we leave here at 10 am. We will be making
a short stop there at 1030. You will get to formally reject Justin, and | will promise to try not to
kill him. He WILL be accepting your rejection, | can assure you of that. Then we will go out and
have a wonderful day, | promise you that. | only have two problems with what you just said,
Raven. First, you need to start calling me dad, from now on. Second, you need to always tell me
if a problem arises. You did not have to sit there in that kind of pain. | have felt it, it is not for the
weak. | never want you to think that you have to do that again. Do not suffer in silence, he
marked that girl tonight, and | have also experienced that level of pain for myself. It can and has
killed people before. That is what your sister wanted, she wanted the pain of him marking her to
kill you. She is a spiteful individual and | swear to the Goddess that if it had, | would have killed
her over it. Alpha Graham and Luna Cassandra had both been told that you had rejected him
during the incident. Reagan is a vicious, spoiled she-wolf, and doesn’t care about anyone else.
Do not worry, I got the point across tonight. They will not be a part of your life anymore” my
father told me, and | was stunned.

He went there and threatened their pack, for me? No one has ever taken up for me before and my
tears started up again. | can see the concern all over his face and on the faces of the men behind
him. Clearly, they had all gone there with him, in my defense. | could see why Beta Timothy
went, he is the Beta and has defended me since the moment | arrived. But Carter and Joshua
going, that was an absolute surprise. Seeing Austin behind them with a big smile on his face to
tell me that all was fine, made me smile back at him with the tears blurring my sight. | wanted to
stop crying, it was getting out of hand, | have never cried this much. The shame and pain that I
felt at Justin not being able to wait to let me know how little he cared, was immense, but the fact
that they were to defend me, moved my heart. I could barely get two meals a day at Silver Blade,
but they risked being hurt or even killed, to go and let Silver Blade know that | was not alone
anymore and that | was going to be defended.



My crying is upsetting my father, who doesn’t know what to do, or why I am crying. | see Olivia
looking at him like she was trying to tell him something, and then tilting her head to point at me.
He still didn’t get it and I can see her mindlink him before he strode across the room and dropped
the bar on the side of my bed to give me a hug. I cannot hold my sobbing back now and before
he let me go a few minutes later, I had thoroughly soaked his shirt with my tears. “I swear to you
Raven, you do not have to give them a second thought. They cannot hurt you anymore, we won't
allow it. Your brothers and I will always keep you safe from harm. Beta Timothy will also
protect you, the whole pack will. We will be having a town hall tomorrow night, and you will be
formally introduced to them all. I know your last 20 hours have been very overwhelming, but
your life has honestly changed for the better. We are all glad that you are here” my dad told me,
and everyone in the room nodded in agreement with what he said, even Joshua.

That was a surprise, because of all the people in the room, he was the one who had given me the
most problems. He seemed just as angry about what happened to me, as my family and his
family were. Maybe things really are looking up for me. I am not going to completely drop my
caution around him, it will take some time before | actually trust him, and Carter fully. But he
went with them, and they all looked like they had wanted to go voluntarily. No matter whether it
was to defend dad, to take up for me, or both, it meant a lot to me. Carter stepped up and
squeezed my hand, and | can see his eyes shining. It seems my tears had moved him to tears. |
don’t know why, but that is a good thing. I squeezed his hand back and that was enough. We
spoke without saying a word, and | appreciated his supporting me. Austin stepped up next and he
bent over and hugged me tightly. He kissed the top of my head before straightening up, and that
made the tears come back to my eyes. They were burning now, and I was really glad that | had
two brothers that were going to be there for me. That more importantly wanted to be there for
me. That was the very best part.

I watched as dad massaged Luna Olivia’s shoulders for her, as he stood behind her chair. She
smiled at me and said, “We have always wanted a daughter, but we were never able to have one.
I know now why the Goddess had already blessed us with you, we just didn’t know it yet. I
would be glad for you to call me mom but on your own time. I don’t want to pressure you at all,
so if you want to start by calling me Olivia, that is great too. | am really excited about our trip to
the mall tomorrow and being able to dress you up and pamper you. It seems like | am more
excited than you are about it, but we will try to keep it to 3 hours. Amanda and | started making a
list earlier today, so we will work together to get this done as quickly as possible. | am also
sending someone out to get you your personal items too. The doctor said that if you felt up to it,
that you could come back to the packhouse tonight. There is nothing that they can do for you
except for the pain management that they have already done. We need to be ready in the dining
hall at 930 to eat before leaving at 10, so if you want we can start to get you released from here
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now.

“I would like to leave, and I would like even more to not have to come back here for a long
time,” I told them with several heads nodding in agreement. I know that this has been stressful
for them, and I appreciated their caring so much about me. They didn’t even know me, and yet
they have done more for me in less than 20 hours than my family at Silver Blade did for me in 18
years. That shows a distinct difference between them, and Olivia slipped out of the room to go
get the paperwork started for me to be released. | was so glad that Emerald and | had felt that



pull toward the Blood Walker pack. I could have run in any direction, as there were no walls on
the other borders to our pack, and yet I ran to the one that did. | remembered something and
wanted to ask to see why he had built it like that.

“Dad, I have a question, why was there just a smaller wall built between our two packs? There is
a 10-foot wall all the way around your pack, but for the whole border with Silver Blade, there
was just that smaller fence. Did you build the smaller fence so | would be able to get across your
border?” I asked him.

He beamed at me the moment | called him dad and reached out to take my hand in his, as he had
taken Olivia’s seat when she left the room. “No honey, I didn’t build that smaller fence, Alpha
Graham did. I left that whole expanse open in the hope that you would be able to find your way
to my pack. My wolf, Flint, insisted that we had gotten Cassandra pregnant the night we met.
That is why I told them to return you to me if she was pregnant. I suspect | know why they
didn’t, and that was also why you were not allowed to leave the pack. You are clearly my pup,
anyone outside of their pack would have picked up on it. Graham had a lot of reasons for doing
what he did, none of them right, but they were his reasons. He put that fence up as he was trying
to show the pack that we were a danger to them. That roll of barbed wire on top of the fence is
designed to cut the belly of any wolf that tried to make that jump over the fence. You sailed over
it with room to spare, is what | was told. That shows me that even without training, you and your
wolf are very strong” my dad told me, and that made sense, it did look dangerous, and I was
scared to do it, but Emerald knew we needed to come here, she may have had a vision about that
too.

“Emerald knew that [ needed to come here. She told me that we needed to make some big
decisions, but that I had to be the one who made them. That she couldn't tell me what we needed
to do. Once | made the decision to leave, | guess she knew exactly where we needed to go. She
gets visions, and she knows things, but she doesn't always tell me about them. She said that right
now, | need to make the decisions without her input. She has kept me safer since | got her on my
birthday. People used to catch me or try to trap me to hurt me, and she would know about it, and
keep me from going near them. It frustrated them, but it was funny to us. Once | saw my sister
and Justin together, | was not going to stay there and let them force me to suffer with them
rubbing it in my face that I was so unwanted that he was good with rejecting his true mate” I told
them, and the room was silent for a minute.

“I can tell you that when something like this happens, although painful at the moment, the
Goddess has a better plan for you. | experienced this myself, honey. The Goddess gave me
Olivia, and I love her even more than the original true mate that | was given. | think that the
Goddess saved me from getting a weak and power-driven person for a Luna. | know that right
now you are hurting very badly, but I know how much the Goddess loves you. She is going to
give you someone who will love and cherish you, just like you have always dreamed of. Mark
my words. | already know that she has plans in place for you, and a strong man in mind to
protect you. | look forward to getting to meet them, that is one of the many reasons for this party.
I want the whole world to know that you are my daughter and that you have a family that is
proud of you. | also want to give you the opportunity of you being able to find your second
chance mate. | found Olivia at the next ball that | attended. The Goddess blessed us both and



made it so we found each other quickly. I think that she is going to do the same thing for you”
my dad told me, and | pray that he is right.

“We are going to have such a great time trying on evening gowns Raven. I have a few ideas of
what [ would like to see you in” Olivia said as she crossed the room. I can see the smile she is
giving dad, and that tells me she heard what he had said to me. The difference in love between
my dad and Olivia, versus Alpha Graham and Luna Cassandra, is staggering. Dad doesn’t have
to play true mates because they are true mates. After seeing the interaction between them, I don’t
know how Silver Blade really thinks that their Alpha couple could be. They are not easy and
loving, it is clearly staged, and not as natural between them. You know what, it doesn’t matter
anymore. | am actually looking forward to getting my freedom, training, and learning things that
| am interested in, not just from books, but in real life. There are so many opportunities for me
now, and | am looking forward to grasping it all. I have clearly leveled up and my future is
brighter than it has ever been before.
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