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Amusement flickered in Alden’s eyes. "Ignore their drama. Stick
firmly to our plans."

The following day, Helena had just wrapped up her noon segment
when she learned the good news. Nine O'clock News's advertising
was restored.

Surprise flickered across her face: Alden had seemed so indifferent
last night— she didn't expect he'd reconsider.

"Eleanor, you're incredible! How on earth did you persuade Alden
to restore the advertising?"

Passing by the break room, Helena overheard a cluster of female
coworkers excitedly praising Eleanor.

Surrounded by admirers, Eleanor bragged arrogantly, "Please,
Alden is just some deaf guy from his father's previous marriage.
Everyone knows the real heir is his brother, Rylan Wilson. [ went to
dinner with Rylan, and he handled it."

Helena slowed her steps thoughtfully,

S0, Alden's brother Rylan was the ene who actuzlly controlled the
Wilson empire? Maybe Alden hadn't refused to help her—maybe he
simply lacked the authority,

A faint pang of guilt gripped her.

He'd done plenty already, letting her marry into his family in place
of Emily. Helena felt guilty for overlooking his struggles while
selfishly demanding more.

Helena sighed and pulled out her phone, thinking about calling
Alden lo apologize—but she paused, unsure how to begin.

Before she could decide, her mother Gemma's number flashed on
her phone.

"I sent you Stacey's wedding invitation. Why haven't you
responded yet?" Gemma scolded sharply:

Helena recalled the digital invite she'd received the previous night.

Stacey Simpson—Emily's cousin—was marrying Terry Marshall,
Helena's boyfriend for four years,
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In theory, it wasn't strange for exes to go on and marry someone
else,

But the invitation clearly stated that Stacey and Terry had shared
three "wonderful” years before deciding to get married,

That was when it hit Helena—Terry had been cheating on her for
three of the four years they were together.

Helena laughed bitterly to herselll Her cherished "first love" had
been a total sham.

Gemma, irritated by Helena's silence, snapped, "Stacey's family has
always been a good business ally of our family. Stop being childish,
Stacey even said your history with Terry doesn't bother her; she
invited you specifically to be her bridesmaid.”

Helena's hands balled into fists at her sides.

So, Stacey knew everything but still chose te embarrass her
publicly. Clearly, this wasn't innocent goodwill—it was outright
humiliation,

"Alright," Helena replied steadily. "I'll be there.”

Attending wasn't a problem—since Stacey insisted, she would go.
But she wouldn't leave without dropping off a "special” wedding

gift.
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