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Chloe would talk to Harvey from time to time after that, though he was not

truly interesting in having a conversation with him.She just wanted to use the
interaction as a vehicle with which to insult Nicole every now and again.

In spite of the fact that it was a decent movie, Chloe's sudden appearance had
rendered the entire experience unenjoyable.

While Chloe was still talking with Harvey, Nicole's fury peaked, prompting her
to glare at Harvey and say, "Excuse me, I'm leaving.

"Leaving? The movie hasn't ended yet."

Harvey looked at Nicole with his brow raised.

"Move!"

Nicole yelled.

Harvey quickly made way for her, whereupon she walked out of the hall.
When Kelly saw that Nicole was leaving, she followed.

Seeing this, Harvey stood up and left as well, as there was no reason for him
to stay anymore.

Chloe rolled her eyes at them and shouted, "Gosh, they're just so disruptive!"

The people around Chloe looked at her in the exact same way she had looked
at the trio.

They were frustrated at her, but due to the fact that she was a lone woman,
they decided not to reprimand her.
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"Nicole, aren't you going to finish the movie?"
Harvey ran out and asked Nicole.

"Didn't you see that smug look on Chloe's face? With her around, | won't be
able to watch squat!"

Nicole vented at Harvey.
"How did she even get a seat behind us? It's just weird!"
Harvey sighed, unhappy with Chloe's attitude toward Nicole.

Harvey felt guilty, as he initially wanted to spend some quality time with
Nicole.

But as Chloe had caused a scene, it ruined everything for all three of them.
"What's so weird about it? She definitely came in with you!"
Nicole glared at Harvey, upset.

"Please, I've got nothing to do with this.She was still in the restaurant when |
walked out, and | didn't know | was being followed while | was on my way
here.l've got no idea how she even followed me here," Harvey said, refusing
to admit that he had a part to play in how things turned out.

"She doesn't know anyone here other than you," Nicole fumed.

"Maybe she just knew that we were going to watch this particular movie and
found her way in.That's possible, you know,"

Kelly said, attempting to defend Harvey.

Nicole turned to Kelly.

"Why are you defending him? Who's assistant are you?"
"Yours, of course."

Kelly quickly went up and stood next to Nicole.



"That's what | thought.Anyway, I'm not in the mood anymore, so let's head
back and let her watch the movie alone."

Nicole took one last look at the hall before turning around and leaving.

But as soon as she had reached the entrance, her phone rang, prompting her
to pick it up and answer the call.

"What's up, lke?"

"Miss Riddle, there's a tech exhibition tomorrow.l wish to attend it with you.Will
you be available?" Ike asked.

"When?" Nicole asked.
"Tomorrow morning."
"I think I'll be able to make it.Just send me the location later."

She then thought, ‘There's nothing here for me to do anyway, so going to the
exhibition isn't a bad idea, after all"

"That place isn't easy to find.Let's just set a time and I'll pick you up
tomorrow," Ike suggested.

"Sure, what time does the exhibition start?" Nicole asked.

"Around 9 am."

"Pick me up at 8, then," Nicole said him after having planned her time roughly.
"Alright, see you tomorrow," he said.

"Bye."

Nicole hung up right after.

"Why are you all looking at me like this?" Nicole asked, startled by the curious
look on Harvey and Kelly's faces.
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"What's going on? Did lke ask you out?"
Harvey looked at Nicole with his forehead creased.
"Yeah, Ike invited me to an exhibition with him," she replied.
"Let's go back to the hotel now."
"What exhibition, and are you the only one invited?"
Harvey's expression darkened.

'Did Ike really ask Nicole out to an exhibition? Doesn't this mean that he's
trying to woo her?"
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"A tech exhibition.He probably invited me alone, since he didn't mention
anyone else in the call,” Nicole said, holding back the fact that she was
surprised too.

"The only thing Ike thinks about are beautiful women!"

Harvey purposely grumbled next to Nicole.

"Do you want to go as well, Harvey?" Nicole asked and looked at him.
"So what if | do? No one invited me anyway."

Harvey said, his eyes downcast as he glanced over at Nicole.

‘He's waiting for me to invite him"

Nicole knew what he was thinking, so she smirked and asked, "What if |
invited you?"

"If you invite me, | think | might be able to come with you," Harvey said, still
putting on a show.

"Really?"

Nicole looked at him with an arched brow.

"Yeah." Harvey said, as he even sounded serious now.
"In your dreams!"

She laughed.

"I'd never want to bring you along.Harvey did not expect Nicole to fool him, but
the moment he realized it, Nicole was already several yards away from him.

"Nice job messing with my feelings!"
Harvey chased after her, prompting Kelly to chase after him in turn.

The trio hurried off to the hotel as Harvey pointed at Nicole while panting.



"How are you so damn fast? Stop running.l can't catch up anymore."

"You're such a wimp.We've just covered a short distance and you're already
gasping for air?"

Nicole stopped and turned back to laugh at him.

"How dare you laugh at me?! When | catch up to you, | won't let you off the
hook that easily."

Harvey caught his breath and continued to run after Nicole.
"Bring it on! You might be able to catch up to me if you're a tad bit faster!"
Nicole continued to tease.

"You're way too smug for your own good, Nicole!" he said, but no matter how
fast Harvey ran, there was always a considerable distance between him and
Nicole.

"l really can't do it anymore.Wait up.Kelly."

Harvey turned back to talk to Kelly, but there was no one in sight.
"Where's Kelly?"

Harvey looked at Nicole, dumbfounded.

"She's even slower, so she's probably still walking over."

"I'm going to catch my breath and wait for her."

"I'll wait with you."

Nicole sat down and took a rest.

The duo proceeded to wait for a long time, but Kelly was still nowhere to be
seen.

Harvey looked at Nicole, as he was beginning to worry.



"Why is Kelly not here yet? She wouldn't be in danger, would she?"
“Let's turn back and look for her."

Harvey and Nicole then went back to the movie theatre.

"Weird, | still can't see any traces of Kelly." Harvey said, his gut tingling.
"Give her a call," Nicole ordered, as she was still rather calm.

Harvey dialled Kelly's number, and after some time, Nicole asked, "So? Did
the call get through?"

"Nobody answered."

Harvey was confused and looked at Nicole.

"Just keep calling, and look for her in the theatre.I'll search around this area."
Nicole then left to search for her.

Harvey did as he was told and kept calling Kelly.He immediately made his
way to the theatre with his phone in hand.

It was then that Nicole spotted the car that was passing by.

‘Where is Kelly? She has not been kidnapped, has she?' ‘Is the Raven here?'
she thought, as her eyes widened.
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Nicole observed her surroundings carefully.

If there was an adversary in the area, she might very well be exposed to their
line of sight as well.

At that exact moment, Harvey called her.

“Nicole, | found Kelly." "Where is she?" Nicole asked sharply.

"In a restaurant near the movie theatre," Harvey said, sounding relaxed.
Nicole was relieved and said, "Stay where you are.

I'll come over to you." "Okay, we'll wait for you here." Harvey gave Kelly a look
of resignation after he ended the call.

“Why didn't you answer my call moments ago?" Harvey glared at Kelly,
though he was actually concerned.

Kelly shrunk as she looked at him.

"There are way too many people here, so | didn't hear the ringtone." Harvey
shook his head and issued a sigh.

It was then that Nicole walked in.

She immediately understood what had happened when she saw that Kelly
was safe and was holding a bag of snacks.

"You went off to buy some snacks?" "Yeah, | noticed that you didn't eat much
back in the barbeque restaurant, so | came over to buy you something when |
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saw that they were selling some snacks." Kelly explained, so afraid that she
hung her head low without looking at Nicole as she spoke.

Initially, Nicole was rather ticked off at Kelly.
But after hearing her explanation, Nicole smiled.

"What can | say? Thanks for buying us snacks, but you really got us worried."
“I'm sorry about that." Nicole shook her head and explained, "You don't have
to apologize to us, Kelly.

| just want to tell you can't just walk around like you do back in our home
country.

We wouldn't know what would happen if you bumped into the wrong people.
That is why you must remember, try not to walk alone next time.

Just tell us where you're going and we'll come with you, okay?" “All right, I'll
keep it in mind." Kelly looked at Nicole with a grimace.

“Okay, thank God you're safe.

Let's head back now," Harvey said, attempting to soothe the both of them.
"Let's go." Nicole patted Kelly's shoulder.

When they had returned to the hotel, the trio gathered in Nicole's room.

After browsing through the list, they found a simple movie and enjoyed
themselves as they ate the snacks.

"Nicole, consider this recompense for what you had experienced earlier,"
Harvey said, bringing up something that Nicole had almost forgotten.

"You're such a party pooper." Nicole rolled her eyes.
"Sorry, | messed up." Harvey gave in and handed Nicole a small snack.

Nicole took it and glared at him.



"I'll be sure to sew your mouth shut if that ever happens again.” "Kelly will be

my witness.
There won't be a next time," Harvey promised, unsmiling.
"Okay, I'll be the witness to this promise." Kelly smiled.

After having spent a substantial amount of time with Kelly these days, Harvey
began to view Kelly as the little sister he had never had.

When he saw the grimace on her face moments ago, he was both angry and
heartbroken.

And just like that, the room was then filled with fresh gales of laughter
throughout the duration of the movie.

The next day, Ike arrived at 8am, just as he had promised.
As Nicole was preparing to leave, her phone rang, and she answered the call.

"Are you here already, lke?" "Yeah, I'm outside your hotel." Ike's gentle voice
was heard.

Nicole walked up to the window and looked down, where she saw a white
SUV at the parking lot several floors below.

"The white SUV?" Nicole asked.
"How did you know?" Ike asked, sounding shocked.
"| just saw you.

Give me a minute, I'll be there in a bit." Nicole then hung up and walked out of
her room.
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Ike was already waiting outside of his car downstairs, and when Nicole

approached him, he opened the door for her like a gentleman would.

Nicole smiled and said, "What's with the sudden display of chivalry?" lke
smiled.

"Am | not supposed to? Ladies first." Nicole glanced at Ike and got into the car
as lke climbed onto the driver's seat and ignited the engine, whereupon they
drove to the technology exhibition.

Noticing that Nicole had been silent, he brought his hand up to the stereo to
turn the radio on, which was playing Nicole's favorite song.

A smile crossed her face.

"You have a good taste in music." Ike flashed her a smile of his own upon
hearing that.

His preparations did not go to waste.
Seeing that Nicole was in a good mood, he started a conversation.

" What did you do yesterday?" Nicole recalled the feeling she had when she
was caught in the spat with Chloe.
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"Nothing much.
| just bumped into a Karen." Ike frowned.

"Who pissed you off? Do you want me to take care of her for you?" Nicole
shook her head.

After all, Chloe was a part of the Riddle family.

If she wanted to teach her a lesson through unlawful means, she would have
done so long ago.

"It's fine, | know my way around this," she said.

Nicole already had an idea as to the best ways to deal with Chloe, but she
had refrained from doing anything, as she wanted to be merciful.

The duo continued engaging in a conversation, and before they knew it, they
had already arrived at the exhibition.

Ike then got down and opened the door for Nicole.

Nicole got off the car elegantly and ke extended his arm to her, indicating that
he wanted her to hold it.

Nicole furrowed her brows.
"It's not even a major event.

You really don't have to be this formal." Ike froze as awkwardness flooded him
from within.

Though he was disappointed, he could not do anything but say, "True." Nicole
ignored him and entered the technology exhibition by herself while lke
watched her, sad and disappointed.

Now in the exhibition hall, the event had already started.



There were various types of products that were on display, and all of them
had their fair share of enthusiasts.

Nicole was rather interested in technology exhibitions.

She thought that she might bump into some intelligent people who could help
her establish her manned flying cars.

She also wanted to see the current state of the development of manned flying
cars.

That was the reason as to why she had agreed to come with Ike in the first
place.

It was then that Ike joined her in the exhibition hall.
He saw Nicole looking at the products that were present and smiled.

"Here, I'll show you something worthwhile." Nicole knew that ke had a good
reason to invite her here, and as expected, Ike took her to a booth.

Within it was a large screen on which a sci-fi video was playing, showing them
a car flying in the sky...

Nicole's eyes turned dark.

'Isn't this concept the same as the manned flying cars we're developing?' ke
could tell that Nicole was shocked, so he murmured to her, " This is just a
special effects clip, don't get so worked up." Nicole glared at him.

"Just a clip? Then why did you bring me here? W There was nothing but the
screen in that booth, so it might just be aconcepit.

Ike flashed her a sly smirk.
"You'll know soon enough." Nicole had no choice but to wait and remain.

Soon, a crowd flocked over, gathering around the screen to watch the clip.
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Aman with glasses smiled and took to the stage.

“Today, I'm here with a presentation regarding manned flying cars.

Our company has designed a chip that would bring us a step further toward
achieving the dream of manned flying cars by way of incorporating the chips
into the systems of modern cars, along with state- of-the-art mechanical
designs." As the man made his impassioned announcement, Nicole heard the
keyword.

"A chip?" Her eyes sparkled.

She had just started developing manned flying cars, and after all the research
that had been conducted, it was concluded that the chip was the magic bullet.

She was already in the midst of programming the codes of the chip, but as
she had never studied about it, she still needed a lot of information.

Little did she know that someone in the exhibition had already produced a
chip, and as Nicole was an expert in mechanical design, obtaining a chip
would bring her much closer to her end goal.
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Nicole's eyes lit up when she thought about this.
Ike saw the look in her eyes and grinned.

"So? Time well spent, huh?" Nicole looked at him and nodded happily before
turning her gaze back to the stage.

Suddenly, Ike sighed.
"Initially, 1 was in the process of developing achip too.
But | did not expect that this company would beat me to it.

Unfortunately, we're rivals too." Nicole did not expect that the company in
guestion was a rival to Ike's, so she said, "Wouldn't it be nice to partner up?
Why would you want to be rivals when you can both work together towards a
common goal?" Ike scoffed.

"You should ask them yourself.

I've sent a few people over to discuss about a potential partnership, but they
would always refuse to work with anyone else.

| think they're just afraid that others would steal their designs.

The only thing they need is an expert to help them with their mechanical
designs.

They don't wish to be accessories to other companies." Nicole immediately
connected the dots; this company wanted to dominate the field as they had
technological superiority.

Nicole found that it was understandable, as she had encountered people of
the sort as well.

Knowing this, it would be very difficult to forge a partnership with them.

While she deep in thought, the man on the stage had taken his presentation a
step further by introducing their chip.



Noticing that, Nicole paid even more attention to what he was saying, with lke
stepping aside so as not to distract her.

Nicole was gifted.

Even if the company did not want to partner up with her, she would probably
still get some sort of inspiration from them, one way or another.

Soon after, the man began to present the code encrypted within the chip.
Ike immediately widened his eyes.

"Gosh, this is crazy! Do they really think that their codes are impossible to
duplicate?" Meanwhile, Nicole remained silent, frowning as if she was trying to
remember something.

However, it was then that the codes disappeared almost instantly.
The presenter smiled and said, "This code represents our sincerity.

As we are willing to disclose it, it shows that we are certain that it's impossible
to duplicate.

We're earnestly asking mechanical designing companies to send us their
information so that we may work together..." Nicole was still listening, but
when a thought struck her, she erupted into a gale of laughter.

This surprised lke, who asked, "What are you laughing at?" Nicole looked
away and said, "Though the code is slightly shorter...

well, | think | got it." Ike was extremely shocked.

"Are you serious?" He knew that Nicole was a genius, but he did not know
that she was this intelligent.

As the company had disclosed the code, he surmised that it was probably
something that was irrelevant and unusable, but he did not expect Nicole to
get something out of it too.



"Thank you, lke.

Can | use your office in the afternoon?" She had not though that she would be
able to come up with an idea so soon, which was why she found the exhibition
extremely worthwhile.

Ike immediately nodded when he saw Nicole being so high- spirited.

"Sure! Do you know what to do already?" Nicole flashed him a wicked smile,
"You'll find out in the afternoon." When lke saw Nicole's that smile, he knew
that she had already gotten an idea.

After all, Nicole had never let him down.
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Ike watched Nicole's eyes light up, but unbeknownst to him, there was a pair

of eyes staring at him, its gaze dark and cold.

Sensing that, Ike looked over, and that was when he spotted a face that he
did not wish to see.

"Why the hell is he here?" Ike asked with a frown.
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Nicole tracked his gaze and saw both Harvey and Kelly standing at a spot not
far from them.

Upon being noticed, Kelly waved at them at once.

Nicole arched her brows as she knew that Kelly had no interests in technology
or exhibitions of the sort.

It was the reason as to why Nicole did not even bother to invite her in the first
place, but what surprised her even more was the fact that Harvey was there
with her.

Seeing that Nicole had noticed him, Harvey walked over to Nicole whilst
pretending as though Ike was not there at all.

Nicole shot both Harvey and Kelly a frown as she asked, "Why are you here?
Then, she looked at Kelly and remarked, "I thought you weren't interested in
tech exhibitions." Kelly automatically turned to Harvey and said, "I-I'm
interested in checking it out now.

Am | not allowed?" Nicole caught her gaze and thought, This love-struck lady
definitely came over with Harvey.” Nicole could not help but look at Harvey.

"So, you're the one who has a keen interest in the technology exhibition,
right?" Harvey dared not deny it, as he knew that Nicole was clever enough to
have known; she could definitely have guessed it if he did not tell her anyway.

"Yeah, lam," he admitted, after which he turned to the stage and continued.
"But I'm not as interested in it as you are.

So, what do you think? Are you intrigued by the chip?" Harvey narrowed his
eyes, and Nicole could immediately sense that he was pushing her for an
answer.

"No," she said.



Knowing Harvey, she he would never admit it even if she did, or else, he
might find a way to give the chip to her the very next day.

She knew how he would go about doing it, but she did not wish to complete
her project so recklessly.

“Are you for real?" Harvey asked as he looked at her with his eyes squinted.
He could tell that Nicole really liked the chip.

In fact, she needed it.

In response, Nicole shook her head.

"That is just a prototype.

| might be able to create something better..." As long as she had information
she needed, she could always invent something better, and she was confident
about it Harvey had no choice but to believe her.

He knew that if Nicole said that she could pull something off, she would
always do whatever she could to make it happen.

“Okay then." Harvey then stood next to Nicole.

"Let's watch it together.” As he spoke, he was already inching closer to her
left, while ke was standing to Nicole's right, sandwiching her.

While Kelly felt immense pressure by just looking at them, Nicole was
completely unfazed by the tension as she stood comfortably between them.

Kelly could not help but admire this quality of hers, but she went up and stood
next to Harvey anyway.

Meanwhile, Ike, who had noticed that Harvey was moving closer to Nicole,
could not help but furrow his brows.

'‘Why is this weirdo always lingering around her? | already don't have a lot of
alone time with her as is...



He unconsciously grabbed Nicole's hand the instant he thought about this.

"Let's step forward a little." Nicole was stunned, but she did not wrench her
hand away from his as there were a lot of people around them.

Instead, she allowed him to bring her over to a spot that was a little closer to
the stage.

Either way, she had very little reason to be in such close proximity to the
stage.

She already knew what she wanted to know, so she just came along to see if
there was anything special going on in the subsequent session.

As for what lke had done, she kept mum about it, as he had released his
grasp on her arm rather quickly.

The exhibition was already coming to an end anyway.
However, this had left Harvey feeling very upset.
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He knew that something was up with Ike, and as expected, he had other
intentions when he invited Nicole out.

To add to that, he had never touched Nicole, but Ike had done so with ease.

As soon as he recalled the mental image of Ike holding Nicole's arm, he got
worked up.

Kelly could feel the change in his demeanor too, and this prompted her to ask,
"D-Do you want to move forward too?"

"Why is Harvey upset after Nicole and lke moved to the front?’ she thought.

Harvey looked like he was waiting for her to say that, so he flashed her a fake
smile and said, "Sure."

Then, he started walking towards Nicole and Ike.

Noticing the gap between the pair, he shamelessly squeezed in and stood in
between them, blocking lke.

This caused Nicole to shoot him a frown, as she felt that it was getting packed
in here.

In response, she moved to the right, but halted as soon as she noticed that
Kelly had also stepped in to form a row with the four of them.

"What are you watching, Nicole?"

Nicole sighed and explained, "This is the exhibition on the development of
manned flying cars."

Kelly became perturbed as soon as she heard about the manned flying car
and the chip needed to operate it.

"Gosh, isn't that what you're working on?"

Hearing this, Nicole was flooded with the urge to cover Kelly's mouth.



Frowning, she looked at Kelly and said, "Keep it down..."
If the people on the stage knew about it, things would soon get ugly.

Kelly eventually realized that she had said what she was not supposed to, and
quickly buried her mouth in her hands to keep herself quiet.

However, she did not realize that the two men were silently at war with one
another before her very eyes.

Ike was glaring at Harvey.

There are so many places around here, but you really do know where to go,
don't you?"

Harvey, refusing to back down retorted, "Of course, | have to find the best
spot to watch the presentation.”

ke scoffed.

"You're standing really close to the stage, so excuse me for asking this.Do
you even understand a thing?"

Harvey's expression soured at once.
Indeed, he knew very little about the development of electronic chips.

However, Nicole was an experienced hacker, and because he had spent a
considerable amount of time with her, he picked up a thing or two about
coding.

In spite of this, Ike continued to belittle him.
Harvey pursed his lips as his eyes narrowed on lke.

"l guess you understand a thing or two, but there is a line between
understanding what a chip is and being able to develop one.If that wasn't the
case, you wouldn't have failed to develop one, would your"



Ike was purple with rage after Harvey had insulted him.
"Why you...it Harvey cackled when he saw the change in lke's expression.

‘Who does he think he is, challenging me like that? He's not even on the same
league as | am!" With Harvey standing between him and Nicole, he could no
longer speak to her, making his face contort with an ugly grimace of sorts.

Finally, when the exhibition ended, Ike immediately went up to Nicole and
said, "Let's go.Didn't you say that you wanted to use my office? We've got to
strike while the iron is hot."

Nicole was about to agree when Harvey interrupted and said, "It's getting late,
you should grab some lunch now.Don't you think?"

While Harvey was asking Nicole, his kept his eyes centered on Kelly.

All of a sudden, Kelly felt another pair of eyes on her, and they were staring at
her intensely.

"Loa."
‘Ike's gaze really scares me"
she thought.

'It's like he doesn't want Nicole to join us for lunch.."

In the end, she centered her eyes back on Harvey's face, and with her teeth
gritted, proceeded to yell, "I'm hungry! Let's eat!"

Nicole did not expect Kelly to be on board with eating lunch as well.
She checked the time and realized that it was really getting late.

Besides, it would be a hassle if she had to eat whilst in the middle of her
research.

With this in mind, she agreed, "All right then, let's have lunch first.



This left Ike glowering at once.
‘Damn it.

This means that | will have to see Harvey for another few more hours!" He had
an inkling that Harvey was not going to go down without a fight.
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‘I had no other option, because Nicole had already agreed"

Several people walked out of the exhibition hall together, ready to head out for
dinner, and Ike was about to escort Nicole to the car when Harvey suddenly
interrupted.

"l just sent a message of confirmation for the location.You can come with me."
Harvey said as he reached out to grab Nicole.
"l know.l can do it myself,"

Nicole subconsciously withdrew her hand.


https://novelsweet.net/b/my-wife-is-a-hacker-by-summer
https://novelsweet.net/b/my-wife-is-a-hacker-by-summer/chapter-1168
https://novelsweet.net/b/my-wife-is-a-hacker-by-summer/chapter-1167
https://novelsweet.net/b/my-wife-is-a-hacker-by-summer/chapter-1167

Harvey's expression soured at once, and lke could not help but feel a little
pleased.

However, the smirk on his face did not last, as he then saw Harvey's car
pulling up on the driveway, whereupon Nicole approached it.

Seeing that, Ike could not help but be annoyed that his car was parked a little
too far away.

It was getting late, and he could only watch as Nicole climbed in.

Kelly, who was watching as Nicole got in, could not help but feel a little
embarrassed for herself.

Harvey had already left, and he didn't even spare her a glance.
Then, she looked at Ike and flashed him an awkward smile.
"Mr.lke, where is your car parked at?"

Ike responded with a blank stare.

‘If this woman hadn't spoken to Harvey earlier, Nicole would definitely not
have gone out with him, and now, there is no getting rid of her"

"This way," he snorted, walked up to his vehicle, and drove to catch up with
Harvey.

In the car, Ike was so depressed that he did not speak, and Kelly was too
afraid to say a word.

In the other car, Nicole was looking ahead without saying anything.

Harvey, on the other hand, was in a good mood, and proceeded to start a
conversation with a smile.

"You seemed to be very interested in that chip, moments ago," Harvey said.

‘As long as she wants it, I'll find a way to get them for her"



"Yes, I'm confident that | can do better."
Nicole replied, her expression hinting at more eagerness than ever before.

Harvey nodded, 'This is one thing | like about her.She radiates confidence
wherever she goes"

Soon, the two cars pulled up in front of an Italian restaurant, and Kelly's eyes
lit up as she got out of the vehicle.

"Wow! It's huge!"

Nicole took a glance at the restaurant as well.lt was really big, and she
assumed that it should be a well-known restaurant in the area.

‘Only Harvey can book a place as decadent as this without making a
reservation..."

Nicole thought to herself with the suspicion that he had long planned for this.

Now that they had arrived at the restaurant, they did not waste any time
thinking about some other place to have dinner at.

"Let's go," Ike said.

"l have things to do after dinner."
"Okay!"

Kelly nodded her head, following in suit.

On the other end, Harvey was also strolling into the restaurant leisurely as if
without a care in the world.

Upon noticing Harvey's expression, lke followed with a cloud of gloom trailing
behind him.

After they had walked into the restaurant, they were escorted to the VIP area
by the restaurant's manager.



"Oh, it's actually a restaurant...,"

Kelly stopped mid-sentence, surprised when she saw the scenery outside of
the floor-to-ceiling windows.

The entire layout of the city could be viewed from here, making the scenery
even more breathtaking.

‘This guy, Harvey Ellison, he did not come to this place for a casual dinner.

An establishment like this would surely have required a reservation in
advance.

Not to mention, the location here has the best view.

I've never been to such a restaurant this nice before! Looks like | have
benefited a lot from Harvey today!" Kelly thought.

"Let's take a seat," Harvey smiled, and pulled a chair out for Nicole in a
display of chivalry.

Nicole thought it was unnecessary, but she still sat down nonetheless.

Harvey naturally sat down beside her, and Kelly sat on the other side next to
her.

Ike was deprived of any choice, so he could only sit next to Kelly with a
grimace on his face.

After taking his seat, Ike sneer issued a cold sneer.

"l see that you shouldn't be underestimated, Mr.Ellison.To come out here for
dinner on a casual basis, and reserve us a spot that no ordinary person could
afford is no small feat."
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Ike was a local, and thus, he knew everything there was around these parts

like the back of his hand.Having said that, Nicole a realization dawned on
Nicole.The look in Harvey's eyes became sullen.

However, this was not the first time that Harvey had done this, and it was not
something for her to be concerned about.Concurrently, he also looked
indifferent, and proceeded to say, "Mr.lke you flatter me."

Ike's expression darkened at an instant, and he thought, 'Who told him that it
was a compliment?’ Harvey, who was disinterested in trading blows with Ike,
took the menu from the waiter and handed it to Nicole.

"Their dishes here are very unigue.You can order whichever ones you like."

Nicole glanced at the menu, narrowed her eyes slightly, and said, "Yes they
are, and the price isn't that exuberant either."

‘Can't this guy just keep a low profile when he travels abroad? This is just over
the top"

"Oh yes, | was looking at this too," Harvey said, pretending to not understand.

Nicole had little choice but to order their food.
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After discussing with Kelly, they ordered two Italian dishes and handed the
menu to the others.

As soon as lke got his hands on the menu, he immediately smiled.
"Dinner tonight is on Mr.Ellison, so | won't hold back."

Harvey's expression remained unchanged as he replied, "Yes."
Ike's eyes immediately darkened.

He really hated how calm and composed Harvey was, and he wanted to see
how long he could keep up the charade.

As |ke spoke, he got more serious, and after ordering a few expensive dishes,
he asked Nicole in a serious tone of voice, "Do you want to go to the
laboratory with me after dinner? My subordinates haven't eaten yet.I think I'l
order a few more to go."

Meanwhile, Nicole had never seen Ike behaving in such a petty way, as he
would usually to be calm and mature.

‘Why is he acting as though he has a beef with Harvey, today?"

Just as Nicole was about to dissuade Ike from going through with what he had
in mind, Harvey stepped in, and as he spoke, he began to sound as if he was
a significant other to Nicole.

"You can buy everyone a round of dinner.Just take it as a treat from Nicole."
Tke felt disheartened at once.

‘This guy just doesn't know when to quit.Just because Jared isn't here, he
thinks he can just step in and act as if he is her lover?"

But before Ike could muster a retort, a cold voice came sounding out of
nowhere.



"I don't need you to concern yourself with my girlfriend and what she does,
Mister Ellison."

This familiar voice caught everyone by surprise, and they sat with wide eyes
like a bunch deer in headlights.

Nicole's pupils shrank and instinctively, she spun around to the sight of a
handsome man.

Harvey and lke were also taken aback by this.
Ike was the first to react.
"Mr.Johnston?"

He had not anticipated this, but as soon as he thought of Jared Johnston, the
man appeared right before his eyes.

‘Speak of the devil himself! Upon confirming that it was really Jared, Harvey's
face soured, and by now Jared had already walked up to Harvey with a sneer
on his face.

"Well, you don't seem too happy to see me, Mr.Ellison."
Harvey's face then shifted as a cocktail of emotions wracked him from within.

‘This fella surely knows what he's talking about!" In spite of this, he was still
able to offer Jared a reluctant smile in response.

"Well, | was just surprised that you are here, Mr.Johnston, and | happened to
be treating my guests to dinner.Why don't you join us?"

‘whenever Nicole and | are alone, Jared would always appear sooner or later.

| thought | would have more time to spend with her, now that | am in another
country with her.

| didn't expect that Jared Johnston would be here too"



Jared curled his lips into a smile, "Wherever Nicole is, I'll be there like a bolt
out of the blue.Am | right?"
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While speaking, Jared looked at Nicole with nothing but sincerity in his eyes.

Nicole caught Jared staring at her, and almost instinctually, she averted her
gaze.

Due to the fact that they had not reconciled after the incident that had drawn
her ire, she had not been keeping in contact with Jared for the past few days.

In addition, she did not even expect that Jared would be here at all.

Jared noted her act of avoiding eye contact, so he turned his attention to
Kelly, who immediately got up from her seat and moved over to give him
some space.

She went and sat next to ke, who had since remained silent after Jared's
arrival.

‘Harvey's arrival was problematic enough already, and now that Jared is here,
things are even worse"
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Ike thought.

Ike looked Nicole in the eye, hesitant as to what he should say, but he also
knew the relationship between the two of them.

He did not dare to mess around in front of Jared, and thus, he restrained
himself, with Harvey doing the same.

As expected, Harvey was sullen, and he was no longer as cocky as he was
before.

Ike could not help but muster a scoff as he continued to order a few more
dishes.

Regardless of whether the dinner is on Mr.

Johnston or Mr.

Ellison tonight, | will thank you on the behalf of my subordinates."
Jared curled his lips into a smile and said, "It's not a problem."

In response, Ike nodded politely but felt a little disappointed because he did
not manage to humiliate Harvey.

'Of course it isn't a problem for him.He is filthy rich"

After Jared had taken his seat next to Nicole, she rolled her eyes and
proceeded to ask Jared, "Why are you here?"

Jared smiled, after which his lips curled into a smirk, "Your friend Harvey here
left some clues as to where you guys are, so | came over to see what's up."

Hearing this, Nicole could not help but roll her eyes at him again.

‘What a joke.He doesn't even take me seriously.l can't believe that he actually
travelled hundreds of miles abroad just because Harvey Ellison is here with
me" she thought, but with so many people around, she did not wish to expose
him.



Soon after, the food was served.

Nicole had ordered steak, and she was about to cut it when Jared intervened
and made a few perfect slices for her.

‘Wow, you're thoughtful, Mr.Johnston.That's really sweet of you!" Kelly
beamed upon seeing that.With every eye on the table fixed on her, Nicole was
naturally embarrassed and in a low voice, she said, "I don't want to do this
today..."

As soon as those words exited her mouth, Harvey's grimace became even
more pronounced, and lke began to feel blue as he thought, ‘| don't despise
Jared as much as | despise Harvey, but | am not happy with this public display
of affection.

Only Kelly is dumb enough to not have noticed anything, even after she had
seen the joy in their eyes"

"Mr.Johnston is really nice to Miss Riddle, it seems!"

As soon as Kelly had uttered those words, Nicole shot her a stare dagger, and
she fell silent at once.

The atmosphere became awkward, as Kelly kept her head bowed and her
eyes fixed on her meal.

Ike did not wish to get in the way, and so, he could only watch as Jared
tended to Nicole during the entire course of the dinner.

Due to the fact that there were two other men around, Jared behaved in a
manner that was even more considerate than usual, which in turn made
Nicole extremely uncomfortable.

Even after she had eaten her meal, Nicole could only continue maintaining her
composure.



But the second the attendant brought their soup over, Harvey jumped at the
opportunity and immediately helped the attendant with the serving.

"This soup is very unique.Give it a try."
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