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Chapter 1141

“Nicole?” Jared shook his phone. “Is the call dropping?”

Nicole laughed at him. “No, Kelly is here with us too.”

‘He probably won’t be sleeping tonight if | don’t tell him about this,” she thought.
“Who’s Kelly?” Jared asked, confused as he did not seem to know that person.

“‘My new assistant. That lady who used to be Chloe’s assistant in the studio,” Nicole
explained.

“Oh.” Jared uttered, and ceased worrying as he began to recall who that was.

“‘Has Miss Fisher seen you today?” Nicole asked, bringing Fiorella up as a topic of
conversation on purpose.

“No, why did you suddenly think of her?” Jared looked at Nicole with his brows raised.

“If you can ask me about Harvey, why can’t | ask you about Fiorella?” Nicole retorted,
upset.

“Of course you can, you can ask me about anybody.” Jared knew what Nicole was
trying to say, so he quickly relented.

She knew that Jared was giving her a half-hearted response, so she rolled her eyes.
“Do you have anything else to say? If not, I'll hang up now.”

“‘No. Remember to let me know before you come back. I'll pick you up,” Jared said,
taking the initiative to patch things up between them.

“We’ll see, then.” Nicole did not want to let him go easily, so she hung up at once.
After lying aimlessly on her bed for a while, she suddenly remembered that Harvey and
Kelly were still upstairs. With this in mind, she switched her phone off and left her room

before taking the elevator.

Harvey and Kelly were playing with a claw machine, and while Kelly looked very
engrossed with the game, Harvey seemed to be rather distracted.

The instant he saw Nicole coming out of the elevator, Harvey quickly welcomed her.
“Nicole, why did you go away for so long?”




“Eh, are you trying to get a plushie?” Nicole dodged his question and shot him one of
her own as she saw Kelly playing.

“Yeah, we've gotten a few,” Harvey responded, still figuring out why Nicole had left for
so long.

“‘Miss Riddle, you're finally back. Help me with this plushie, please. I've tried one too
many times, but | just can’t seem to get it.” Kelly said, looking rather resigned.

“Let me see.” Nicole walked over.

“Are you talking about the blue elephant?” Nicole asked Kelly.

“Yeah, that blue elephant.” Kelly pointed at the plushie in the machine.

“Okay, I'll give it a shot,” Nicole said. “It's not my fault if | can’t get it, though.”

“Of course not,” Kelly replied. “It's not easy to get it at all.”

“Give me a token.” Nicole flashed her palm.

Nicole pushed the joystick, causing the claw to hover above the elephant. After a three
second delay, the claw grabbed the elephant’s head, after which Nicole quickly tapped

the button twice, bringing the claw up with the elephant.

Kelly, who was really nervous, held her breath as she mumbled, ” You can do it... You
can doit...”

Under the eyes of the trio, the claw firmed its grip on the elephant and released it the
instant it was above the hole.

Kelly cheered. “We got it! We got it!

“You're amazing, Miss Riddle!” Kelly hugged Nicole with the elephant in hand.
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“Nah, I'll teach you the trick,” Nicole said.
Harvey watched as they played, but he was only standing there as an observer.

All of a sudden, Nicole looked at him. “Do you want to give it a go?”




“‘Me?” Harvey looked at Nicole, surprised as he had never tried his hands on a claw
machine before.

“Sure, but I've never done this before,” he said.

“It's easy. I'll teach both of you,” Nicole said, after which she demonstrated the steps to
the both of them again.

“You got it now?” Nicole looked at them.

“Yeah, I'll give it a try,” Harvey said, excited to give it a go.

He looked at the plushies in the machine and had no idea as to which one to get.
Then, he turned to Nicole and asked, “Which one do you think looks good?”

Nicole took a good look at the contents of the machine and said, ” That round and white
polar bear. That one is really cute.”

“Alright, I'll get that one,” he said.

Harvey, upon confirming that Nicole liked the polar bear, proceeded to make that
particular plushie his target.

Then, he repeated the steps that Nicole had shown him moments ago. “I got it!”

At the very next second, the claw shook, and the polar bear dropped.

Harvey sighed and asked, “Why did that happen? Nicole, | did whatever you told me to
do. Why wasn'’t | able to get it?”

“You probably didn’t time it right. It’'s okay. Try again.” Nicole explained before
encouraging him.

“Okay.” Harvey worked the joystick once more, but the outcome was still the same; he
could not get the polar bear.

“I'm done.” Harvey said, defeated. “It’s just not working for me.”

He felt embarrassed playing with that claw machine as a grown man, and to top that off,
he wasn’t able to get any of the toys, even after multiple tries.

“You’ve only given it two shots and you’re giving up already?” Nicole looked at him and
asked.




“This game isn’t for me. The both of you should go ahead instead.” Harvey gestured to
them and stood aside.

“Give it a shot, Kelly.” Nicole turned to her.

“If Harvey couldn’t do it, | wouldn’t even stand a chance,” Kelly mumbled, not confident
in her abilities at all.

“It's fine. It's just a game. It matters not whether we get it or not. We're just doing it for
the fun,” Nicole said, attempting to encourage Kelly.

“Alright, I'll give it a go.” Kelly strutted up to the machine.
“Harvey, you were trying to get that polar bear, right?” Kelly looked at Harvey.

“Yeah.” Harvey nodded, but he did not want Kelly to succeed, as he wanted to practice
his steps on his own and acquire the polar bear for Nicole later on.

“I'll try to get it, then.” Kelly said, intending to procure the plush toy for Harvey to comfort
him after his failed attempts, as she thought he wanted it,

The claw hovered above the polar bear’s head as Kelly aligned it properly. She
mimicked the steps that Nicole had demonstrated, whereupon she managed to lift the
polar bear up. When Harvey saw that, a sense of embarrassment flooded him.
However, the instant the claw retracted, the outcome of her attempt was similar to
Harvey’s; the claw shook, releasing the bear.

Harvey was immediately relieved as he thought, ‘Thank God she didn’t get it. I'll be so
embarrassing for me if she did.’

“Miss Riddle?” Kelly looked at Nicole.
“It's okay, try again,” Nicole replied.

Kelly gave it another shot. This time, the polar bear did not fall when the claw shook.
Seeing this, she issued a sigh of relief while Harvey began panicking. The claw then
moved towards the hole as Kelly watched on with a beam on her face. But just as she
thought she was going to succeed this time, the claw trembled, releasing its grip on the
polar bear.

“‘Miss Riddle, | can’t do it.” Kelly looked at Nicole pleadingly. “Why don’t you try it out?”
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“That was close. Let’s give it another shot.”
“Ah...”

‘Let me do it,” Harvey interrupted, wishing to get the toy himself, as she could not wait
any longer.

“You want to give it a go?” Nicole looked at Harvey with a brow raised.

“Yeah, | was observing Kelly’s strategy, and I’'m quite certain I'll be able to get it right
this time round,” he said. ‘Even if | can’t get it right in one go, I’'m sure a few more tries
will do the trick.’

“Harvey will definitely get it this time round.” Kelly said, cheering him on by his side.
Harvey held onto the joystick with great confidence and maneuvered the hook towards
the polar bear. With all of the tricks he had learned from his observation, he tapped the
button right when he should. As expected, he managed to grab the bear.

Harvey clenched his fist as excitement flooded him. This time round, the bear was
positioned close to the funnel, and so, the moment he got it, the bear went right through
the hole, allowing them to claim it from the dispenser. Seeing this, Harvey became as
happy as a clam and took the bear out at once.

Then, he turned to Nicole. I got it!”

“Hah, | told you that you’d be able to get it.” Nicole laughed as she stared at him.

“Nicole, this is for you.” Harvey beamed and passed the polar bear to her.

“It wasn’t an easy catch, so | think it's better for you to keep it,” Nicole said, refusing to
take it because she did not really want that plushie.

“Kelly, let’s check that out.” Nicole turned to Kelly.

Then, the both of them walked off, leaving Harvey rooted at the same spot with the bear
in his hand.

The next day, Nicole brought Kelly and Harvey to the lab, where Ike had been waiting
for them.

“Hi, did you manage to catch some good rest yesterday?” |ke greeted them at the
entrance.

“It was pretty good. The hotel had some entertainment facilities upstairs, so we had
quite a lot of fun last night,” Nicole replied.




“‘Really?” Ike said. “Well, that’s good to know. Anyway, let's make our way inside.”
Ike took the lead and ushered them into the lab.

“Ike, what is everyone doing today?” Nicole asked lke, as she wanted to get a grasp of
the current situation.

“They are in the meeting room, discussing the feasibility of the plan.” Ike extended his
hand while expressing his frustrations.

Nicole and Harvey looked at each other and strode into the meeting room with lke.

The meeting room was abuzz with solemn conversations, but once the people seated
there spotted lke bringing three strangers into the room, all of them fell silent.

Ike looked at everyone and introduced, “This is Miss Nicole Riddle. Mr. Scott specifically
appointed her to manage the R&D of the manned flying car project. These are her
assistants.”

Harvey looked at Ike awkwardly. ‘When did | become Nicole’s assistant?” 1

“Hi everyone, I'm Nicole.” Nicole scanned the room and introduced herself with a smile.
Those in the meeting room stared at each other. It was as if they did not have a hoot to
give about this newly appointed manager, as only one out of the many had the courtesy
to respond in kind.

“Hi Miss Riddle. I'm Jean Pearce.”

Nicole looked at him and nodded. “What were you guys discussing about?”

“We were just discussing about the design of the manned flying car,” Jean reported.

Nicole sat down and took a good look at everyone, “Oh, carry on. Don’t let me stop

”

you.

“Okay.” Jean was left stunned for a brief moment, but he immediately understood what
Nicole had meant.

“Let’s pick up from where we left off.” Jean spoke to those in the room.

Then, they continued their discussion, with each of them taking turns to present their
ideas and opinions on the project.
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“Both of these designs are unique in their own ways, but | think the first design is
better,” a middle-aged man said, voicing his opinions to everyone within earshot.

‘I share his view,” another man said. “The first design is better suited for the current
market. Besides, it is also simpler. In terms of difficulty when it comes to production, the
first design would be relatively easier to produce and manufacture.

“Yeah, that makes sense,” echoed those who agreed.

‘I don’t think so,” another one of the men argued. “Although the first design is much
better suited for the current market, | wouldn’t say it matches entirely. We have to bear
in mind that our product might not be introduced to the market anytime soon. So, if we
are making an assessment based on the data we currently have, it wouldn’t be ideal at
all.”

“In that case, what do you suggest we refer to? Data from the future?” one of them
replied sarcastically.

The room burst into laughter.

“We shouldn’t be dismissing that as a factor,” the man responded. “We are gathered
here today, discussing about the manned flying car project because one of us had the
vision to make this a reality. If no one had thought about it before, perhaps we wouldn’t
be sitting here at this moment.

“What I’'m trying to say is, the car that we’re designing should be tailored for the
convenience of the people in the future, and that is why we have to be bold enough to
imagine. We can’t be too

comfortable with ourselves. If we can get out of our comfort zones, we can design a
something that will be considered state-of-the- art for many decades to come.”

“That is a valid take, and we all understand where you’re coming from,” one of the men

supportive of the first design replied. “Who wouldn’t want to design a car that will amaze
everyone? However, it would be too early for us to consider that, judging by our current
capabilities. | believe our main goal here is to produce a manned flying car first. Without
a prototype, any further discussion will just be nothing but hot air.”

Nicole, who sat at the front, quietly watched the back and forth.

As the interminable discussion went on, Jean looked at Nicole. “Ms. Riddle, as the
manager, which design do you think is better?”




Now that Jean had asked, everyone’s eyes were centered at Nicole. They were all
waiting for her to tell them what she thought.

Nicole looked around the room. ‘Everyone has strong ideas and opinions about this,
and that is why they are at an impasse. But now that they have thrown such a loaded
question at me, | can’t help but wonder if they are trying to get me to dig my own
grave?’

With that thought in mind, Nicole flashed them a smile and looked at all of them in the
eye, ‘I think everyone has made their point, and truth be told, there are strengths and
weaknesses to all of your arguments. To be completely honest, | don’t think | have a
strong opinion on what should and shouldn’t be. After all, | don’t specialize in designs.
But | have a suggestion. If we can’t decide on the design, why don’t we all vote?” Nicole
went about explaining before throwing the question back to them.

The whole group looked at each other, after which Jean continued

the conversation by saying, ” | think Miss Riddle has a point. What do you guys think?”

“Since we can’t reach a unanimous decision, we can only vote,” one of the men said.
“Alright, as everyone has agreed to vote, let’s just begin,” Jean said.

“Those in favor of the first design, please raise your hand.” Jean announced. “And those
in favor of the second design, please raise your hand.”

After all of the votes had been counted, Jean declared, “After having counted, the first
design has 18 votes while the second design has 12 votes. According to the results, we
will be using the first design.”

It was then that the meeting room erupted with a mix of jeers and cheers. Naturally, the
ones cheering were those in favor of the first design.

“‘Ms. Riddle, do you have anything else to say?” Jean asked Nicole.
“‘Nope.”

“Okay. Since we have decided on a design, let’s hurry up and work on the next step.
The meeting is thus over.” Jean announced to the rest in the room.

After that, everyone in the meeting room got up and left one after another.

“That was depressing.” Harvey sighed after everyone had left the room. “Nicole, it
seems like the people here are anything but friendly.”




“‘Don’t give it too much thought. That’'s how researchers are like. Some of them can be
really condescending,” Nicole replied, as she understood their demeanor, and had
encountered those who were worse in that regard.
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“What are we going to do now?” Harvey asked Nicole.

“Let’s get to know this place.” Nicole stood up and walked out. ” Ike, please show us
around. I'd like to check this place out.”

“Sure, this way please.” Ike gestured, becoming a tour guide at an instant as he brought
Nicole and the rest of her group around in order to familiarize them to the place. “What
you're seeing here is the design department. This is where the designs were made.”

“Further up is the production department,” Ike continued. “After the design department
has created a finalized blueprint, they would conduct their experiments here. And finally,
we have the research and development department. That is the core department where
the bulk of developments take place. Of course, there are other sections which are not
as significant, such as that resting lounge, cafeteria and more.”

Nicole nodded and turned to Ike. “Which department are you in?”

“'m in the R&D department.”

“Oh, that’s impressive,” Nicole quipped as a hint of admiration flashed in her eyes.

“Nah.” ke looked at Nicole humbly.

“The issue that you guys have been struggling with for days has been solved. | guess
there’s nothing else | can help out with. | guess | should leave now,” Nicole said, getting
ready to leave.

But before she could, Ike stopped her. “You haven’t been to the R& D department. Don't
you want to check it out?”

“‘Am | allowed to enter?” Nicole looked at Ike, her eyes filled with doubt.
“Of course! You're our manager. You'’re allowed access to all of the areas.” ke laughed.
“How about the two of them?” Nicole pointed to Harvey and Kelly.

“I'm sorry, but I'm afraid not. The R&D department is the core department, so access is
restricted.” Ike looked at Nicole apologetically.




“Understood,” Nicole uttered and turned to them. “In that case, the both of you can wait
for me at the lounge area.”

“Alright,” Kelly said.
After that, ke brought Nicole into the R&D department.

“Sounds like they’re keeping secrets,” Harvey murmured as he watched Ike and Nicole
disappear into the area he was not allowed to enter.

“‘Harvey, shall we sit there and wait for Miss Riddle?” Kelly pointed to the chairs at the
lounge area.

When they had arrived at the R&D department, both of them noticed that the
researchers were busy with their duties. Even after Nicole and Ike had entered for quite
a while, none of the researchers had bothered to acknowledge them.

“Everyone, stop what you're doing for a moment. Let me introduce to you, this lady
beside me is one of the managers of the manned flying car project, Miss Nicole Riddle,”
Ike announced, prompting all of them to look up.

“‘Ms. Riddle,” everyone in the room greeted in unison.

“‘Hello everyone,” Nicole greeted them back with a smile.
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“You may continue with your work,” Ike said to all of them. “Miss Riddle, this way
please.”

“What is that thing they’re working on?” Nicole glanced at lke and asked.
“They’re developing a chip,” Ike said.

“A chip? Why aren’t we using those developed by professional chip manufacturers?”
Nicole looked at Ike with her brows raised.

“The manufacturers out there couldn’t meet our needs. To them, our requirements are
just too high. They just can’t meet our standards, so we could only produce them on our
own. Besides, it will be much more convenient for us to improve on the project if we
have our own supply of chips,” Ike explained.

“| see. Although it’s not a walk in the park to develop, we’ll definitely have an upper
hand in the future, as it's our own technology,” Nicole analyzed.




“That’s right. We won’t have to be at the mercy of the manufacturers anymore.
Furthermore, we could sell these chips to others if we play our cards right.” ke grinned.

“‘Now that’s a good idea. We're killing two birds with one stone,” Nicole complimented.
“At any rate, these researchers are the ones busting their rears to make this work. Be
sure to take good care of them, and provide them with whatever they need. Should they
face any problems, always render immediate help.” Nicole instructed.

“Understood,” Ike said.

“Let’s get out of here.” Nicole said. “If we don’t, we'll just be getting in the way of their
work.”

“Sure, I'll walk you out,” Ike replied.

Ike accompanied Nicole to the entrance, after which she turned to him and said, “You
don’t have to accompany me. You should get back to work. I'll tour around on my own.”

“Alright. Call me if you need anything.” Ike walked back into the R &D lab after he had
said that.

Nicole then sauntered off to the lounge area where Harvey and Kelly were sitting,
drinking coffee. “I see that the two of you seem comfortable.”

Hearing Nicole’s voice, Harvey looked over, “You’re out already? | thought the both of
you would be staying there for quite a while.”

“I'm worried that I'll just be in the way, so, | just checked it out and left.” Nicole
explained.

“Where are we going now?” Harvey asked Nicole.
“Let’s...just walk around.” Nicole looked around and headed off to a random direction.
“Do you even know the way?” Harvey mocked at her.

“No, but how big could this place be? We won'’t get lost, so don’t worry about it.” Nicole
rolled her eyes and continued walking straight.

As she was walking, a virtual image display caught her eye. “Wow! This looks beautiful!”

“Is this the manned flying car?” Harvey walked over, also captivated by the virtual image
display.

“l think so.” Nicole replied, not very sure.




“It will be so cool if we could drive something like that in the future!” Harvey said, his
eyes glued to the image.

He could not help but compliment it.

“This is the design department. Let’s check things out in there.” Nicole eyed the sign
beside her.

When she had pushed the door open, every person in the department stared at her.
Nicole led Harvey and Kelly into the room.

Then, a young chief designer came over and greeted her. “Miss Riddle, are you here to
observe?”
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Carl noticed that Nicole was mad at him, and so, he had to make the first move and
apologize. “Don’t get too upset at me, okay? You know | said those things because |
was worried about you. Since you’re here already, you can stay as long as you want. I'll
definitely protect you.”

“Now, that sounds a lot better. | thought you were about to bite my head off, for a
second there.” Nicole walked past him, noticing that he was looking down at the floor.

Seeing that Nicole had calmed down, Carl continued asking, “So, can you tell me now?
Did you come here for something?”

Carl stared at Nicole’s eyes and sized her up. ‘She must have gotten herself into
trouble. Otherwise, she wouldn’t have come to such a dangerous place without telling
me. Or am | wrong, and that she simply misses me?’

“It's because of you. We haven’t met in such a long time, so | thought of giving you a
surprise.” Nicole replied, not wanting to tell him the truth, as she was being tailed by a
group of unknown people.

Carl’s base was the best possible safe house for her, in part because there were a lot of
men from the Raven guarding each and every point of entry. The people tailing her
could never enter the place. Even if they managed to break through and survive the
Raven’s assault, they would not be able to reach the base.

If she had told Carl about it, he would have become more worried, and bombarded her
with more questions. Nicole did not want to complicate things. The best way out for her
was for her to deal with the people as discreetly as possible. As for the person who had
sounded the alarm, she would discover who he was once she met Zeke.




“Surprise me? No one would believe you.” Carl looked at Nicole with his brows
furrowed.

Indeed, she had given him an excuse, thinking she could fool him the way she could
fool a kid.

“It's up to you whether you choose to buy it or not. After all, | really did come here to
give you a surprise.” Nicole said with a look of indifference on her face.

Then, she closed her eyes and took a nap.

“I'm going to take a nap,” she said. “You should get busy.”

Did she just give me an order to leave? Carl glanced at Nicole, turned around and left.
Then, he gently closed the door behind him and went to the master control room.
Hearing the door closing, Nicole opened her eyes and tiptoed to the door.

She heaved a sigh of relief after Carl had walked away. ‘| did not expect Carl to have
such a keen eye. He could actually tell that | was lying to him. Did my expression give it

away? | guess it wouldn’t be easy to keep it a secret from Carl.’

“Are there any strange occurrences outside?” Carl walked into the master control room
and asked.

“Nothing unusual, but it seems that there are few members from the Raven hovering
outside the base,” his subordinates reported to him.

“‘Hovering? Can we see them?” Carl asked.

“We can see some of them,” his subordinate said. “However, we can’t see them clearly
because they are a little too far away.”

“Zoom in.”
All they could see was a small group of people, who were busy doing something at the
entrance road to the base. The corner of Carl’s lips curled up in response, forming a

prideful smile.

‘It must be the place where Nicole had broken through,” he said. “They must be
recovering from the ambush.”

“Keep a close eye on them. Don’t let them enter,” Carl ordered.




Then, Carl went down to examine all of the sites at the base. As he was walking past
the production site, he noticed Olaf there, and went in.

“Olaf, are the droids ready to resume operation?” Carl asked.

“‘Almost. The only part that needs to be repaired are these. The rest are pretty much
done,” Olaf reported the situation to him as he saw Carl approaching.

“That’s good. We must resume production as soon as possible. We are in crucial need
of powerful droids like Brave.” Carl looked at Olaf solemnly and said.

“‘Understood.” Olaf returned the stare with the same degree of seriousness.
He knew of the Brave’s importance to everyone. If it wasn’t for Brave, they might have

been overwhelmed and defeated by the Raven, with the Brave falling into their hands as
well.
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“Thank you for your hard work. I'll proceed to the other departments now.” Carl patted
Olafs shoulder and left.

As soon as he reached Door D, Carl noticed that the workers looked exhausted.

Seeing this, he asked, “How long have you guys been guarding this section? N

“We’ve been here for five days.”

“Five days.”

Carl stopped and thought for a moment. Then, he took his walkie-talkie out and ordered,
“The guards who have been watching the doors will be heading to the lounge to catch
some rest. Group Four will take their post over.”

“Understood.”

After he had given his orders, Carl continued to the next area for his inspection.

Meanwhile, Nicole, who was in the room, had already woken up from her nap. Checking
the time, she realized that it was already evening.

She stood up and stretched contentedly. For the past few days, she had not gotten any
good sleep, as she had been too busy hiding herself from that of people who




were following her. It was only after arriving in Carl’s base that she had finally managed
to get a good sleep.

Then, Nicole whipped her phone out to contact Zeke, as she wanted to know where he
was.

[Zeke, are you safe?]
However, even after waiting for a few minutes, she did not hear back from Zeke.
Noticing this, she guessed that Zeke might still be on the run, and therefore, it was

inconvenient for him to give her a reply at once.

It was at that moment that Nicole’s stomach began to rumble. She knew she had to eat
something to satiate her hunger first.

She walked out of the room to find that nobody was in the corridor. Nicole then walked
toward the opposite direction from where she had come, and after covering several
yards, a group of people on patrol duty appeared in front of her.

Having spotted someone at last, Nicole hurried over and yelled, “Hey! Wait!”

The instant the squad heard her voice, they suddenly stopped and whirled around.
Upon noticing that it was Nicole, they immediately stood at attention. As those men

were from Zane’s organization, they could recognize her.

“Where is the cafeteria?” Nicole asked casually, for even if they were her subordinates,
she would have to fill her own stomach first.

“It's downstairs,” one of them replied.

“Okay. You may continue with your patrol duty.” Nicole ordered them with a stern look
on her face.

‘Roger that.” The team then continued patrolling the base.

Nicole followed their directions and made her way downstairs. On her way, though, she
bumped into Carl.

“You're up?” Carl asked as he noticed Nicole coming down.
“Yeah.”
“Where are you heading to?” Carl continued.

“I want to grab something to eat at the cafeteria,” Nicole replied bluntly, as there was no
shame in being starved.




“All of you may head back to the lounge to catch a break.” Carl ordered the band of
mercenaries behind him.

“Got it,” they said.
Then, Carl turned back to Nicole and said, “I'm hungry too. Let’s go there together.”
Carl proceeded to make his way downstairs with Nicole following closely behind him.

“Although this is a production base, the internal structures are a little complex. Here,
take this.” Carl passed a walkie-talkie to Nicole.

Nicole grabbed and pocketed it.

Then, she looked at Carl and asked, “It's just a production base. Why do things have to
be so complicated?”

‘I don’t know. Perhaps, it was designed as such in fear of saboteurs breaking in,” he
replied.

In fact, it had taken Carl an entire day to familiarize himself with the whole place.

“I guess the man at the helm of Curley Corporation must have anticipated that this day
would come when he built this place.” Nicole pondered as she walked.
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“Well, who knows?” Carl said. “It is only right that they take such necessary precautions,
as this is an important project. Otherwise, the Raven’s forces wouldn’t have made so
little progress in their last assault.”

“‘Now that | think about it, it's all thanks to the complex structure that we had gained
enough precious time to equip the Brave and send the Raven back,” he continued.

The instant Nicole heard those words, she looked at Carl in shock. “The Raven’s forces
had launched an attack before?”

It was then that Carl realized that he had accidentally spilled a secret.
He coughed awkwardly and said, “It's all in the past. Here’s the cafeteria.”

Hearing this, Nicole could tell that Carl was obviously avoiding her question.




Meanwhile, Carl knew what Nicole liked to eat, so he ordered two portions and placed
them in front of Nicole.

“These are your favorite dishes. Give them a taste and let me know if it’s authentic or
not.” Carl looked at Nicole with a smile on his face.

However, Nicole’s was still thinking about what Carl had said. “Erm, Carl, did you get
hurt?”

Although talking about the past was of no use to any of them, Nicole was still concerned
if Carl had sustained any injuries.

“‘Nope. With my skills and experiences, how could | get hurt? Let’s not talk about it
anymore. Try this food. | doubt it’d be as good once it’s cold,” Carl said, not wanting to
discuss this matter anymore.

“Thank God you're fine,” Nicole said, feeling relieved.

“It seems like it has been a while since we last had a meal together.” Nicole looked at
Carl.

“Yeah, it'd seem that way,” he said.
“But you still remember my favorite dishes,” she replied.

“Of course, and it’s not just your favorite dishes. | still remember all the things that you
like.”

Carl was taken aback by his own words too, the same words he had blurted without a
second thought.

“Nicole, the car that you drove here was modified. So, it seems that you came here
prepared?” Carl raised his eyebrows and asked.

“That’s right. Things are quite messy out here. On top of that, you're guarding the base,
so it's safe to say that things can get pretty dangerous. It’s only right for me to come
here prepared. Otherwise, I'd be driving myself into my own grave.” Nicole smirked.

“Speaking of which, | suddenly remembered something important.” Nicole’s face
assumed a more solemn expression.

“What is it?” he asked.

“‘Before | came over, | went snooping around the Raven’s command post. The one
who’s taking the lead this time around is Cara,” Nicole said, reporting her findings to
Carl.




The moment Carl heard those words, his eyes widened in shock. “You went to the
Raven’s command post? Do you have a death wish?!”

“‘Don’t get so worked up. I'm still alive and well, am | not?” Nicole immediately assured
when she noticed his expression.

“Nicole, | think you're becoming too much of a daredevil. You actually have the guts to
break into the Raven’s command post alone. Do you know how dangerous it is?”

Carl could not calm himself down. Nicole’s recklessness did indeed bother him.
Undeniably, Nicole was a very capable woman, who could dwarf him in skill and
experience. However, the Raven’s command post was not the safest place to be.

Carl was already worried and angry that Nicole had taken the risk to find him at the
base, but little did he know that Nicole had gone ahead to inspect the Raven’s
command post before arriving here. As such, he was on the verge of fainting upon
hearing that from her.

“Calm down,” she said, attempting to put him at ease, but to no avail.
“Sit down!” Nicole yelled, as her gentle approach was not taken kindly.

Hearing the sudden outburst from her, Carl calmed himself down and sat down slowly.
However, his eyes were still brimming with anger and anxiety.

‘It isn’t as bad as you imagine,” she said. “Besides, I've experienced worse throughout
the years. A small command post wouldn’t give me any trouble.”

“But...” Carl uttered, but as soon as his eyes met Nicole’s, he swallowed the words that
he was about to say.

‘I know you’re worried about me, and that you think that | was acting rashly. But let me
assure you, | wouldn’t do things that I'm not uncertain about. Besides, I've gained a lot
of intel from this visit,” Nicole said, and once she had finished her sentence, a wicked
smile crossed her face

Carl looked at Nicole’s face with his brows furrowed. “What do you mean?”
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Now, we not only know where the Raven’s command post is, but we also know who is
leading them. Wouldn't you say that such information is essential?” Nicole asked as she
raised her eyebrows.




“Definitely. As the saying goes, ‘To know one’s own strength and the enemy’s is the

surest way to victory’.” Carl replied.

“That’s right. | don’t really know much about Cara. But now that we know their name, it'll
be easy for me to look up this person’s details. On top of that, with our knowledge of the
command post’s exact location, we can do a precision strike when we need to.” Nicole
said with a smirk.

“If we can defeat them, we’d rid ourselves of the current obstacle, clearing a path for our
supplies to enter. And the cherry on top? We’'ll be free to transport our items in and out
while we set up defenses at key areas. When that is done, it would be a lot easier for us
to bring our supplies in.” Nicole explained the plan as she looked Carl in the eyes.

“You’re right. If we do that, we could cripple the Raven’s forces, and they would lose
one of their key members. That’s one hurdle out of the way if we ever wish to take them
down in the future,” Carl said, having finally understood Nicole’s intentions.

A look of admiration then appeared on his face. “Nicole, you'’re really amazing. | guess
everything is in your hands now.”

“‘Moments ago, | was still concerned about your safety. | didn’t stop to think that you had
such a brilliant strategy in mind. All | can say is, I'm actually pretty happy to have you
here.” Carl said, finally speaking his mind.

Nicole looked at him with a smile. “We’ve known each other for years. Do you think |
wouldn’t know what you’re up to?”

“Let’s finish this quickly. Later on, we’ll go to the central control room and discuss our
next step in detail.” Nicole said to Carl.

“Alright.”

After they were done eating, the both of them made their way to the central control
room. Then, Carl brought a map out for Nicole to peruse.

“Take a look. This is where we're at now.” Carl pointed on the map for Nicole.

“It seems like that person wasn'’t lying. There really are two entrances and two exit
routes.” Nicole stared at the map of the base and said.

Then, she carefully searched for the command post where Cara was.

“This is the main street. This is...Why can’t | find it?” Nicole asked, unable to locate the
command post even after staring at the map for a long time.

“We’re not in a hurry. Come, sit down and look through it slowly.” Carl advised.




“'m not in a hurry. This map doesn’t seem to be detailed enough. Do you have a more
detailed one?” Nicole asked, thinking that she could not have misinterpreted or
overlooked anything on the map.

“‘Let me find it.” Carl opened a drawer and began to flip through the stack within it.

“I've found it. There’s a better one here.” Carl took the map out and laid it open on the
table.

“This one is a lot more detailed compared to the one before.” Nicole commented before
continuing to locate the Raven’s command post.

“I've found it.”




