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was unable to hold herself back from raising her brows. “Are you that happy…?” “Yes!’ 
Lloyd pursed his lips, as there was a feeling of indescribable excitement in his heart. ‘At 
the very least, this shows that Nicole doesn’t really hate me!’ 

“Then it’s a deal. I hope you won’t turn your back on the promise.” Lloyd stared at Nicole 
deeply, as if he was afraid that she would go back on her word. 

Nicole nodded. “Of course, I am a person of my words.” 

Lloyd was all too familiar with Nicole’s stubbornness and determination as well. ‘She will 
definitely do as she has said or else, she won’t be at ease.’ 

’Don’t worry. I’ll return the things you’ve entrusted to me, and more as soon as 
possible,” he said. 

Nicole nodded and replied, “Okay.” 

After she had spoken, she raised her wine glass in a gesture of toast. 

“What were you guys talking about?” Harvey asked, appearing out of nowhere as he 
scrutinized both Nicole and Lloyd. 

Now that Lloyd was aware of Nicole’s identity, it might not be that easy for him to get 
close to Nicole. Lloyd then turned to Harvey, noticing that he had a frosty glint in his 
eyes. He had been hiding Nicole’s real identity from Lloyd, which was a selfish move on 
his part. 

“You probably won’t be interested in what we’re talking about, Mr. Ellison,” Lloyd said in 
a tone indicating that he did not wish to continue the conversation. 

Harvey was not bothered by Lloyd’s words, as he then raised his brows and said, “I’m 
interested in whatever you’re interested in, Lloyd. Care to share?” 

‘He came over just to eavesdrop on what Nicole had promised me,’ Lloyd thought, his 
schemes running deep as he was worried that Nicole would fall for Harvey’s tricks. 

“If you wish to know that badly, you might as well ask Nicole about it.” 

After he had spoken, Lloyd turned around and left, not wanting to bother with Harvey 
anymore, but not before shooting Harvey a look as if to say,” Keep dreaming.” 

Harvey clenched his fists, feeling deep loathing for Lloyd as he watched the latter leave. 



Nicole did not wish to be seen having an interaction with Harvey in public, and thus, she 
spoke promptly. “Did you come over to have a view of the scenery, Mr. Ellison? I’ll leave 
the balcony to you.” 

Harvey could not help but feel a little depressed as Nicole walked pass. He proceeded 
to grab her hand. 

“Nicole…” he uttered but stopped as he did not know what else to say. 

Nicole frowned and loosened his grip on her hand. “Mr. Ellison, this is the Riddle’s 
residence. Please behave yourself.” 

It was only then Harvey came to his senses. “Sorry, I got too excited.” 

Although Nicole was a little dissatisfied with his apology, she accepted it, nonetheless. 

“What were you chatting about with Lloyd just now? He’s not a simple dude. ” Harvey 
got down to business, as he had long gotten used to Nicole’s indifferent attitude toward 
him. 

Nicole raised her eyebrows. “He’s not that simple? What makes you think you are, 
Harvey Ellison?” 

Harvey was rendered speechless, and his eyes darkened as soon as he was asked that 
question. ‘Yeah, am I simple? I don’t know, but at least I’m not two-faced and I don’t 
harbor any ill intentions toward Nicole…’ 

“I’m very grateful that you’ve provided Martin a place, but Harvey, you ought to stay out 
of my business. It’ll be even better if you stay out of it in the future,” she said. 

Harvey’s eyes froze for a moment, with hurt written all over his face. 

‘What does she mean by that? Is this because the Ellison family is not worthy of being 
associated with her anymore, or am I the one who isn’t worthy anymore?’ he wondered. 

Nicole saw Harvey’s pained expression and instantly knew that he had misunderstood 
her. Still, she would rather he misunderstood her than to allow him to get too close. She 
left Harvey standing alone on the balcony, feeling uneasy. 

There, a sardonic smile crossed his face. ‘Turns out I am nothing to her after all…’ 
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busy as bees but when 



Spencer and Samuel saw Nicole approaching, they quickly went up to her. 

“Nicole…I heard from Ellar and Preston that you’ve gotten the legendary Fire Crest! Is 
that true?” 

The five brothers were already amazed by Nicole, who was already valued by so many 
people, but after they had heard what Preston had to say about her, they could not stifle 
their admiration for her any longer. 

Meanwhile, Nicole knew that she would not be able to hide her identity after the event 
today, and thus, she confessed, “Yeah.” 

“Goodness! I thought it was a myth, but you really got it!’ Samuel said, his face 
brimming with surprise. 

“Can you show me what it looks like?” 

But before Samuel could finish talking, Stanley smacked him. 

“Hey, who hit me?” he asked. 

He then turned around to see that it was Stanley. 

Stanley gave Samuel a blank look while thinking that his younger brother was truly an 
idiot. “That’s a really important crest, not something you could casually ask to see. Read 
the room.” 

“Oh…” Samuel scratched his head, realizing now that what he did moments ago was 
reckless. 

Meanwhile, Steve, who was chatting with the guests saw that his brothers had 
gathered. 

He walked over with a glass of wine in hand before he raised it in a toast to his sister. 
“Nicole, you’ve really brought glory to our family. Congrats!” 

Nicole looked at Steve smiling, grabbed a glass of red wine, and joined him in the toast. 
Her four brothers could not help themselves from smiling as they all looked at Nicole in 
awe, with all of them thinking about how beautiful Nicole’s dress was today. 

It was then that Sean walked over. “Excuse me, but why are you all ogling your sister 
like that?” 

Upon hearing that, some of the Riddle brothers came to their senses. 



“Don’t you think our sister looks exceptionally beautiful today? I think so too,” Preston 
said as he came cover. 

Annoyed, Spencer and Samuel immediately fended him off. “What’s the matter with 
you?” 

“Nicole is my sister too!” Preston said while frowning. 

“Get out. Since when has a cousin been considered a brother?” Samuel said, giving 
Sean a blank look. 

It was at this time that Ellar unexpectedly showed up. “If her older cousins are not 
considered brothers, are her younger cousins not considered brothers either?’ 

“Don’t listen to their hogwash.” 

Dexter, Nicole’s third uncle, and his wife were walking over to them. They shared a 
good relationship with Ellar and the rest. 

Preston began to feel even less happy. “Why is he considered a brother and I’m not?” 

They were bickering with one another, some talking and others laughing. As they did so, 
many people shot envious glances at Nicole’s general direction. Each of the Riddle 
brothers created a lovely scene while they stood around Nicole, making her look like a 
princess surrounded by knights in shining armors. 

Among everyone in the crowd, Nicole stood out like a sore thumb because of her eye-
catching beauty that had entrapped the attention of the attendees. Her beauty was 
tremendously alluring and it felt picturesque. She stood there watching her brothers and 
cousins talking, laughing, and enjoying the presence of a lively family reunion. 

Then, a person suddenly appeared behind her, wrapping their hands around her slim 
waist. The ladies from the crowd could not help but to release muffled shrieks from the 
gesture. 

The one to whom the hands belonged was none other than Jared, who had suddenly 
appeared and seized Nicole by the waist. 

‘Handsome men and beautiful women together. Now that’s a match made in heaven! 
Such a sight for sore eyes.’ 

“What are you doing…?” Nicole blushed. ‘What is Jared doing in front of my brothers?’ 

“I don’t like it when my woman is surrounded by other men,” Jared said with an obvious 
glint of discontent in his eyes. 



“They’re my brothers!” Nicole protested. ‘This guy gets jealous too easily.’ 

“No can do.” Jared assertively wrapped his arms around Nicole after he was done 
speaking and spun around in the opposite direction to leave. 

“Hey! Nicole!” 

“Nicole!” The brothers tried to stop them from leaving as they watched Nicole being 
taken away. 
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Meanwhile, Spencer and Samuel attempted to chase after her, but Sean stood in the 
way, blocking them. “Chill. Let her go. She must be tired. Let her go and get some rest.” 

There were one too many guests at the banquet, and as of now, Jared was the only one 
who could protect Nicole from being harassed. Therefore, Sean had allowed her go with 
him. There were only a few of them who were hesitant to let them go, and because of 
this, they could only agree. 

Reluctant, Chloe watched as Jared dragged Nicole away. ‘I can’t be as stubborn as I’ve 
been before. This time around, I will bide my time and wait for an opportunity!” 

The evening breeze was gentle, as Jared drove Nicole along the bridge over the river, 
passing the night-time scenery. The crisp air began to sober Nicole up, for she was 
slightly drunk before this. 

“The air outside is certainly better and I really hate socializing.” Nicole said, as she felt 
suffocated when she was at the banquet earlier. 

“So, I’ve done my part and helped you in every way I could.” Jared flashed her a smile 
as he drove. 

“What did you do?” Nicole raised her eyebrows. 

Nicole was really occupied with the banquet earlier; she was so focused on putting up a 
bold front that she did not have the time to think about anything else. 

“Most of the people who came today are those who do follow the teachings passed 
down by their ancestors and will obey the orders of the Fire Crest bearer. I’ve asked 
Max to register them all and their names 

should’ve been sent to your email by now. As for those families who didn’t attend, I’ve 
also asked him to make a mental note of them,” Jared said. 



‘Wow, I really did not expect Jared to gather all of the information after the banquet,’ she 
thought. 

Nicole, with a playful smile on her face, then flicked her watch on and checked her 
email. 

“You’re amazingly helpful,” Nicole said to him with a beaming smile in her eyes. 

“It’s my honor.” Jared pursed his lips. 

Nicole then happily browsed through the list of families that was given to her. She was 
familiar with some of the families, while there were also many that she did not know 
about. Everything was clear to her as she kept on scrolling. 

“Max’s managing abilities are excellent. These are all very helpful.” 

Though Nicole knew that she could have also collected these materials herself, the 
speed at which Max had done so was commendable. 

“Whenever you need him, he is at your disposal,” he said. 

‘Wow, even Max can be given as a gift.” Nicole raised her eyebrows and smiled, 
thinking that Jared had become more pleasing to the eyes as of recent. 

Linder the influence of alcohol, Nicole leaned forward and planted a kiss on his cheek. 
“Your reward.” 

However, just as she was about to back off, Jared switched the autopilot on, grabbed 
the back of her head, and said, “That’s not enough.” 

Then, he planted a deep kiss on her lips. Nicole was taken aback for a moment, after 
which she returned the kiss. As Jared made out with her, the buzz from the alcohol 
earlier made Nicole’s head spin, and slowly but surely, the world around them engulfed 
them. 

In the distance, a cruise ship with fireworks sailed forth, crossing the bridge from down 
under. The skies then lit up in a bright display of colors as Nicole smooched on, 
becoming addicted to the kiss that kept getting deeper. 

The next day, at Jared’s villa, Nicole was starving. Just as she was about to leave, a 
hand suddenly reached out and a pair of eyes centered its gaze on her. 

“Where are you going?” Jared asked, his smile wicked and charming. 

Her heart proceeded to race as she beheld his handsome visage. 



‘I’m neither a slut, nor have I ever seen such a good-looking man before. His eyes are 
just all too seductive, I’ve got to admit,’ she thought. 

“Let me go, I’m hungry…” Nicole relented. 

“I’m hungry too,” Jared said, looking up at her. 

“Well, let’s get up and have breakfast together,” Nicole quickly suggested, wanting to 
leave. 

However, Jared did not let go of her hand, “I want to stay a little longer.” 

As Nicole had gone abroad for a period of time, the two of them were finally spending 
some quality time together. 

“How long has it been since you’ve been discharged? Your body needs to recover, and 
you need to have your breakfast on time.” Nicole nagged. 

“Thanks to the Beacon, my body is getting better every day,” he said. 

Nicole was left speechless, ‘It’s a therapeutic device meant for saving lives. How could 
he use it for such a purpose?’ 

Indeed, Nicole was unhappy toward how Jared was misusing The Beacon for such 
purposes. 

Though Jared had stated that he did not wish to get up, he was worried that Nicole 
might be really famished, so he got out of bed and made his way downstairs. 

At the dining area, the housekeeper had already prepared breakfast for them. Nicole 
had also changed into a fresh pair of clothes, completely disregarding the notion that 
the housekeeper was judging her from her looks. 

‘I’ve embarrassed myself countless times before, so it doesn’t matter what they think of 
me,’ she thought. 

Jared sat directly across from Nicole, who was eating. Seeing that she was angry, he 
gave her a playful look. Then, he poured her a glass of milk, before wiping her mouth 
gently. 

“Okay, stop looking at me like that,” she said. 

‘Jared seems to have some sort of supernatural ability. His stare alone can overwhelm 
you. I can’t stand him when he looks at me with those eyes. I feel as though I’m going to 
melt!’ she thought. 
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fascinated in her. 

“I haven’t seen you for a while, Nicole. Why do I feel that you’d be a little shy every time 
you see me these days? Is this a case of the famous saying that states, absence makes 
the heart grow fonder?” 

Nicole glared at him. “Shut up.” 

‘This guy is getting even more sporadic with his teasing, as of recent,’ she thought. 

“How about…we consider getting married?” Jared suggested with a solemn look on his 
face. 

Nicole was taken aback for a moment. “Jared, I have just become of age. I am still yet 
to reach the legal age for marriage.” 

‘What is this b*stard thinking? I really wish I could pry open his brains sometimes to see 
what’s inside,’ Nicole thought. 

“It’s okay, we can host the wedding first,” he said. 

“And then?” Nicole raised her eyebrows, already able to guess that he must have 
something to say. 

“And then, no one can stop us from living together,” Jared said as though it was a 
matter of fact without a hint of embarrassment. 

“Enough is enough,” she protested. ‘What is he trying to do? Scare my grandma to 
death?’ 

“No, none of it is enough.” Jared wrapped his arm around her slender waist and brought 
himself closer to her face, their breaths almost fusing together. 

Unable to take this anymore, she suddenly stood up. 

“I’m full. It’s best that I get going!” she cried. 

‘If I stick around any longer, I’d surely summon a wicked creature out of him!’ Nicole 
thought to herself. 

Jared noticed that Nicole, who had always been fearless, was squirming away from him, 
attempting to run away. Jared propped his chin with one hand in wicked fashion as he 
watched her leave playfully. 



‘I meant each and every word I’ve said earlier. I just want her tied to me as soon as 
possible. There are way too many people coveting her. Now that she has the Fire Crest, 
I’m worried there’ll be even more rivals in the future. My girlfriend is too outstanding, 
and that has gotten us into a fair bit of trouble,’ he thought. 

After Nicole had left Jared’s villa, she did not head home directly, as she knew that 
there might still be many guests that had yet to leave, hoping to get a glimpse of her. 
Nicole was still not in the mood to socialize. 

‘Should I go pay Kelly a visit? Forget it. School is about to start soon. I ought to handle 
all of these matters before the new term begins,’ Nicole thought to herself as she got out 
of her car and walked into the Golden Coast Building. 

It had since been a long time since Kelly had seen Nicole, and as she knew that Nicole 
was coming, she had been waiting for her downstairs. 

She watched as Nicole’s car halted, after which she immediately stepped forward. 
“Nicole! You’re finally here!” 

Due to the fact that Kelly had not been able to contact Nicole for days, she was worried 
sick about her. 

“What’s the matter?” 

Nicole had only been abroad for a short period of time and Kelly had begun to hint that 
something significant had happened. 

“Oh, nothing messed up. I’ve got nothing but good news! Our R&D has made progress!’ 

Hearing this, Nicole raised her brows and smiled. “Great! Has Terry made any 
progress?” 

During her trip abroad, she had gotten some inspiration from the Curley Corporation’s 
base of operations. Perhaps she could fuse the current technology with the ideas she 
had in mind. 

“Come on, I’ll bring you in to have a look.” Kelly smiled and led the way. 

Nicole responded in kind and trailed behind Kelly. 

‘Harvey might not be in the office yet. Good thing I’ve come just in time,’ Nicole thought. 

As they entered the elevator, Nicole said, “Since the R&D division has made some 
progress, let’s move to the new base over the next few days.” 



Tve made it clear to Harvey last night that I can no longer owe him any favors,’ Nicole 
thought to herself. 

“Huh? Oh…okay.” Kelly was taken aback for a moment, as she thought that she could 
no longer work at the Golden Coast Building anymore. 

The visage of a person then flashed before Kelly’s mind, making her feel a little 
disappointed. 

“What’s the matter?” Nicole asked, noticing that Kelly seemed a little crestfallen. 
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just that I’ve gotten used to working here.’ 

‘She must be…it’s certainly not because of anyone,’ Nicole assured herself. 

Without taking the matter seriously, she said, “Don’t worry. The new place will certainly 
be better.” 

“Okay!” Kelly nodded, fully believing in what Nicole had said. 

The two of them got off the elevator and walked into the R&D office. At that moment, 
Terry was leading a team as they conducted a series of tests on the chip of the manned 
flying car. Nicole was shocked, spectating without a word as she did not expect that it 
would have entered the testing stage. 

The manned flying car quickly started, the engine of the car igniting before the vehicle 
slowly rose into the air. This marked the first time Nicole had ever seen a manned flying 
carthat they had developed roaring into action. After all, when she was introduced to 
this R&D project, the project was only half complete. Indeed, Nicole had not expected 
that Terry would perfect this project in such a short span of time. 

‘He really lived up to Jared’s expectation,’ she thought. 

“Start sending out commands,” Terry ordered the driver on the other end of the 
computer. 

The driver swallowed and nervously instructed, “Commence.” 

Right away, the car began moving along at a steady speed at the Belton racetrack with 
multiple obstacles set up along the way. The driver was extremely nervous as he 
watched the first obstacle approaching. To his surprise, the manned flying car 
maneuvered past the obstacles ahead and evaded the simulated cars interspersed 
throughout the course. There were several cars ahead that were arranged in a 



challenging formation, and with its computational analysis, the manned flying car 
overtook them without a hitch. 

“Nicole…I think we are going to succeed!” Kelly was overjoyed. 

Nicole was also stunned by the sight. ‘It seems that I don’t need to worry about the 
things here.’ 

However, as soon as Nicole was set to make up her mind, a variable changed. The final 
course of the test drive was set into motion in order to test whether the vehicle could 
grind to a smooth halt when encountering a pedestrian who would abruptly dash onto 
the road. 

The car crashed into the dummy, sending it flying into the air. The driver was also taken 
aback. Fortunately, the braking system worked, allowing the car to stop at once. 

Terry, who was watching this scene, couldn’t help but muster a deep frown. “What’s 
going on? Why didn’t it stop?” 

“I…I don’t know. There are obviously no problems in the system.” 

The other researchers were looking at each other, unable to put their finger on where 
the problem had come from. 

Kelly too, was a little disappointed. “I wasn’t expecting it to fail at the very end.” 

Meanwhile, Nicole shook her head and said, “This is all normal. Don’t worry. I came 
back just to solve this matter.” 

And with that said, she pushed the door open and entered the R&D testing room. 

Terry was caught by surprise. He placed his microphone down and walked out as soon 
as he saw Nicole coming. 

“Miss Riddle, you’re here.” 

Nicole nodded. “I saw your test drive moments ago. It was quite successful.” 

Terry’s expression hinted at his mixed feelings as he said, “It still failed at the very last 
moment.” 

To him, the process was not important; the results were 

it’s not a failure. Just leave that to me,” Nicole said. 



After she had spoken, Nicole walked into the R&D testing room and signaled the 
programmer in front of the computer to move aside. The programmer in charge was 
dumbfounded, for he had never heard that Nicole could write codes. 

After exchanging several glances with each other, and after some thought, Terry 
motioned the programmer to get up from his seat. 

Nicole sat down at once, whereupon she quickly switched the autopilot system on. 
Then, her fingers quickly darted over the letters of the keyboard, leaving everyone in the 
office in awe. 
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of shock crossed his eyes. He was utterly surprised by the fact that Nicole even knew 
coding at all. And on top of that, she was proficient at it. 

As he observed Nicole’s speed, in which she was far faster than his most professional 
programmers, the look in Terry’s eyes turned from shock to admiration. 

‘She’s only eighteen years old, and yet she’s so good at it. What would she become in 
the future?’ he wondered. 

While Terry was deep in thought, Nicole had whipped a flash drive out after typing a 
bunch of codes in. Then, a new interface opened. 

When Terry saw those codes, he was left rooted in place. 

“l-is this the command code for robots?” he asked. 

There was already a limited number of local groups who were researching on robots. 
Such technology only existed in top research institutes in foreign countries. With the 
notion that no one would publish any information about such a confidential system, he 
could not help but think where and how Nicole had gotten her hands on it. 

‘Yeah, I got this code from my friend. If I apply this to the manned flying cars, it will 
speed our process of research up,” she said. 

As she spoke, Nicole had already modified the command code, making its format 
compatible for the car’s system. She was so quick at it that it was shocking. At the same 
time, it was also scary for those around her to witness this side of her. 

An eighteen year-old girl mastering a skill that significant was truly a sight to behold. 

As everyone was shocked and speechless, Nicole had already pressed the’ Enter’ key, 
placing the code in successfully. 



“Unfortunately, I am the only one who can install modifications to the technology. No 
one else has access to it. Still, everything seems perfect and there isn’t any issue for 
now,” Nicole replied calmly. 

Everyone was staring at each other. Even a programmer with twenty years of 
experience would dare not guarantee perfection. For Nicole, however, she had earned 
the privilege to do so. The look on her face gave everyone the confidence to believe in 
her. It was as if there were no mistakes at all. 

’Let’s switch it on and give it a try.” Nicole said in a low voice. 

Terry was the first to come back to his senses. 

Then, he looked at everyone. “Get into your positions. Let’s try again.” 

“Noted!” The rest of them did as they were told, got to their stations quickly, and 
prepared for another trial run, which began thereafter. 

The driver switched the system on, after which the voice of a woman emanated from the 
speakers. “Welcome aboard, master. Where are you headed to? Please state the 
location and give your instructions.” 

When the artificial intelligence’s voice blared out, everyone was left stunned by what 
they had just heard, for the current system they were operating was leagues beyond the 
one they had moments ago. 

With just a few tweaks, it had already been upgraded to something much more superior. 
Naturally, the price for the car would also double twofold with this system installed. 

“Go right ahead and start.” The driver, who was very excited, gulped and ordered. 

“Okay,” The system replied and drove ahead at moderate speed, though at a speed 
faster than before. 

Everyone watching was nervous. The technology was state of the art indeed, but they 
were concerned that it would be dangerous to drive past obstacles and avoid cars at 
such a high speed. 

The car soon arrived at the first testing point, and without the driver having to give any 
instructions, the vehicle got around all of the obstacles. Then, it quickly dodged the cars 
in front without needing to slow down at all. This left everyone in a state of amazement. 

‘Oh my God! It would take the greatest of experts to create a system like this!” the 
programmers cried. 

Indeed, even with their abilities, they would never reach this level. 



Terry’s eyes were wide in shock too. ‘Where did Nicole even acquire this system? It’s 
really an unusual one!’ 

As the car neared the third checkpoint, everyone began to feel nervous, for a 
mannequin suddenly appeared, blocking the way in front of the car. 

However, the manned flying car did not slow down. Seeing that, everyone gasped. 
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But at the very next second, the car dodged the mannequin simply by flying over it. 

Witnessing this scene, the crowd was stunned. They could hardly process what was 
going on. The car, upon encountering an obstacle, had evaded it by going over it. 

As the crowd was left in a state of confusion, the system sounded,” Master, there was a 
mannequin in the way. We have safely dodged it. Please do not panic.” 

“It can even detect mannequins?” one of the men asked. 

At that point, the experiment team was completely stunned. If they could, they would 
press their faces against the glass pane to catch a view of the whole scene from the 
floor-to-ceiling window. 

‘’Understood,” the driver replied excitedly. 

Then, he instructed the car to drive to the end point, which it did before finally halting. 
Following that, everyone immediately rushed over and hugged the driver. 

Kelly, who was exceedingly elated, rushed over and hugged Nicole as well. “Nicole! 
We’ve succeeded! You are our savior!” 

These words prompted everyone to turn their attention to Nicole. 

It was true. If Nicole had not brought such an advanced system to the table, they most 
probably would have to burn the midnight oil for a few more nights just to discover the 
root cause of the issue, and even then, the system which they would develop would 
never be as good as the artificial intelligence which she had installed. 

With that said, what they had now was simply the combination of a manned flying car 
and artificial intelligence, and once the product appeared on the market, the price would 
be exuberant. 



Nicole looked at Kelly calmly and smiled. “Thank you guys for all your hard work all this 
while.” 

Kelly smiled, “We didn’t do much! Not much at all!” 

And that was when it dawned upon her why Nicole wanted to leave this place soon. 

She had shown up with a trump card. When artificial intelligence and manned flying cars 
were combined, their research would come to an end. They would no longer need a 
research base anymore. Instead, they would have to switch to a production factory! 

“Everyone gets a holiday. After the holidays, we’ll start mass-producing the cars,” Nicole 
announced. 

Kelly nodded vigorously and quickly ordered everyone to take a break. 

It was then that Terry approached them. “Miss Riddle, may I ask…where did you get the 
Al?” 

Terry was obsessed with research, and because of the fact that he was a mechanical 
engineer, he was really eager to find out which had team worked on that project. 

However, Nicole shook her head. “I can’t share it with you, but if you’re interested, I can 
borrow you the system for research purposes.” 

After all, she was once involved in the creation of the system. Most of it the codes were 
written by her as well. Thanks to that, no one could say anything about who she showed 
it to. 

“Really?” Terry looked at Nicole in surprise, unable to believe that she really was going 
to hand him such a valuable thing. 

“Yeah. I’ve encrypted it so you can only view it. You won’t be able to copy or edit it. 
Hope this helps,” she added. 

Terry was extremely thankful, and he agreed to it. 

Nicole then said, “You’ll be in charge of all future research. Now that I’m handing the 
artificial intelligence system to you, I’ve got nothing else to worry about.” 

Terry, who felt touched, quickly promised, “Do not worry, Miss Riddle. I will do my part 
and not go against my conscience.” 

Nicole nodded. “It’s not that big a deal, really. Anyway, you guys should continue, and 
I’ll make a move.” 



The manned flying car’s system was complete, with artificial intelligence being an added 
bonus to it. 

Even if Scott’s team was also researching on manned flying cars, she would not have to 
worry about anyone or anything once her product, which had combined both 
technologies, appeared on the market. 
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let out a sigh. 

Prior to this, she had left him just like that. Scott might not be aware of it yet, but the 
collaboration between them would have to end soon. There was little to be gained in 
forcing the both of them to work together any longer. 

Without thinking too much into it, Nicole left the Golden Coast Building. 

But just as she reached the lower floor and stepped out of the elevator, she bumped 
into Harvey, who was on his way in. 

Harvey did not seem to be in a good condition. He looked like he had not slept for the 
entire night as he walked forward with the large, heavy bags under his eyes. However, a 
fleeting glimpse of light flashed in his tired eyes as soon as he saw her. 

Nicole proceeded to ignore the look on his face, even if she had noticed it. 

Harvey then went up to her, and in a faint voice, he asked, “You’re here this early?” 

During the night before, Harvey had not been able to sleep because of her. But when 
they met again that morning, he did not have the heart to ignore her. 

“Yes.” Nicole nodded. 

Instantly, a sharp pain radiated across his eyes. 

Nicole noticed the look in his eyes and began to feel a little uncomfortable. 

In response to that, she simply said, “Thank you for the help you’ve given Kelly and the 
rest. Our research has ended today, so we’ll be moving out in three days.” 

‘She was serious about what she said yesterday,’ Harvey thought, his expression 
turning stiff. 

His heart was heavy and aching, as if a rock was pressing against it. However, his pride 
prevented him from pleading to her. 



All he replied was, “Okay.” 

“That’s all. I’m leaving.” 

As soon as Nicole had spoken, she turned around and left. 

Having seen how merciless Nicole was to him, Harvey knew he could not stand her 
treatment toward him anymore. He turned around the left in anger. He did not want 
Nicole to think of him as a worthless person by bugging her. 

Meanwhile, Nicole had just walked out of the building when she saw a text from Zeke on 
her phone. 

Remembering that Karlo was still in bad shape, she began to wonder how he was 
doing. Perhaps, she should pay them a visit. And visit them she did, when she turned 
the car around and headed straight to the Guzman family manor. 

The Guzman family was a military family, and so, it would make sense that their family 
manor was located at the very top of the row of villas belonging to members of the 
army. After Nicole’s car had passed the first curve, she saw a checkpoint. 

Having guessed that Zeke had prepared for this, Nicole announced her name, “Nicole 
Riddle.” 

Once the guard had heard her name, he removed the barricade, allowing her to enter. 
After passing through seven checkpoints in total, Nicole finally arrived at the entrance of 
the Guzman family manor. 

The servant of the Guzman family had been at the entrance, waiting for hours. 

Upon noticing her arrival, the servant welcomed her politely, and with poise, he said, 
“Follow me, Miss Riddle.” 

Judging from the servant’s straight posture and meticulous bodily movements, Nicole 
could tell that he was a soldier too. Even the guards on the road were of military 
background. 

With that said, regular people would never be able to enter the Guzman family manor 
with ease. Even if Nicole and Carl were to sneak into that place, they might not be able 
to escape. 

Soon after, the servant brought her past the open-air corridor to a three- story building 
which was well hidden within the backyard. 



Nicole glanced over, instantly knowing that the exterior of the building was patrolled by 
countless security details and guards. ‘So, the manor in the middle is actually the 
Guzman family’s real house. 

After she had entered the hall, the servant led her into an elevator, which brought them 
up to the hall at the highest level. 

In contrast to the exterior where soldiers and guards were on high alert, the interior was 
not as intense. The place was no longer lined with watchful eyes like how it was out 
there. Instead, the atmosphere within seemed a lot more home-like. 

“Nicole!” 
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he saw Nicole coming down from the elevator, he immediately got up from the sofa and 
welcomed her. 

Sighting that Zeke had a look of joy on his face, Nicole asked, “Is your dad awake?” 

’Yes!” Zeke nodded vigorously. “It was my dad who wanted me to text you. He wanted 
to thank you personally.” 

If it were not for that, Zeke would have really forgotten to contact Nicole during his time 
back here. Every day, for the past week, he was hoping that his father would wake up 
soon. 

“I see,” she said. 

If Nicole had known earlier that Zeke had purposely called her over just so that his dad 
could thank her, she would not have come over. 

But as she was there already, she could not just leave like that. She had no choice but 
to follow Zeke into the room. 

As Zeke opened the door, Nicole saw Karlo leaning on the headboard in that wide 
bedroom. It seemed to Nicole that Karlo had indeed been waiting for her. On the other 
end, Mr. Guzman Sr. was sitting there with a cane in hand while waiting for Nicole. 

When Zeke entered, he introduced them to each other, “Grandpa, this is Nicole Riddle. 
Dad, you’ve met her before.” 

Karlo nodded and smiled at Nicole, “It has been a while, Miss Riddle.” 

The last time they met, he could already tell that she was not an average Jane. 



Previously, Mr. Johnston Sr. had invited Karlo over to the Rogers family where they 
were on a mission to rescue the Riddles. Although he had not seen Nicole there, he 
knew that Nicole and Mr. Johnston Sr. had a conflict. It was only when Nicole and Jared 
were engaged that he found out that they were a couple. Such was why Mr. Johnston 
Sr. had no interest in Zeke. 

What he did not know was that, Nicole was the one who had rescued them. It was 
Nicole who had saved Karlo and his son, Zeke, back at Lanningbourg. In fact, she was 
the one who had performed the surgery on him. 

‘Who on earth is this lady, Nicole Riddle?’ he thought. 

He heard from two of his servants that the person who had taken Karlo and Zeke away 
was someone from the Turmann family. They even went to the Curley Corporation’s 
base of productions. If the word was to spread, all of these big names would intimidate 
and deter anyone who would seek to harm them. 

However, Nicole was able to walk among them. Therefore, Karlo had not dared to 
underestimate Nicole. Instead, he had caller her over in an effort to thank her in person. 

“You’re welcome. How are you feeling now Mr. Guzman?” Nicole noticed that Karlo did 
not seem well as he frowned. 

Even though her operation was successful, with Karlo having finally woken up too, the 
situation post-surgery was important too. She was uncertain as to how skillful the 
doctors of the Guzman family are. 

“I’m fine, all thanks to you for your help at Lanningbourg,’ he said. 

While Karlo had always been a person who had never minced his words, he displayed a 
rather polite approach as he was talking to Nicole. 

This left Zeke feeling surprised. ‘Why does it feel like dad is showing Nicole a lot of 
respect and courtesy?’ 

“It’s nothing. After all, Zeke is my friend.” Nicole replied calmly, much to Karlo’s honor. 

‘My son has hit the jackpot. He has actually met a friend who is pretty powerful,’ he 
thought. ‘If he had not, we would have died at Lanningbourg.’ 

Meanwhile, Mr. Guzman Sr. was sizing Nicole up. 

After hearing much that his own son had said, Mr. Guzman Sr. let out a light cough and 
said, “Miss Riddle? The actual reason as to why I’ve asked Zeke to bring you here is 
because I need your help with a few things.” 



Nicole’s gaze shifted toward Mr. Guzman Sr., who had been quiet for the whole time. 

Seeing him in his ripe, old age, Nicole became a lot more serious. “Sir, please go 
ahead.” 

Mr. Guzman Sr. slowly got up, approached Nicole, and said, “Outside my manor, there 
are quite a few people who are not from the military. It seems to me that they are 
protecting me secretly. Was it you who sent them?” 

Upon hearing those words, Karlo and Zeke fell silent. Although Zeke was privy to what 
was going on, Karlo did not. 

At the same time, he would also like to clarify why there were so many people out there 
who were trying to protect them. 

Facing the old man’s question, Nicole chose not to lie. 

Instead, she calmly replied, “Yes.” 

Mr. Guzman Sr.’s pupil narrowed. 

For an eighteen-year-old girl to send an entire battalion’s worth of men was really 
shocking. However, as she was the one who had done so, it was easier for them to 
understand why that was. 
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Guzman Sr. deepened his voice and said in a serious tone, “I heard that the Riddle 
family had a banquet yesterday, and it was announced in front of everyone present that 
you are the successor of the Fire Crest.’ 

Hearing this, Karlo was taken aback. 

“Dad, what are you talking about? What Fire Crest?” he asked. 

Mr. Guzman Sr. turned to Karlo and said, “It’s the Reby Family Crest written in the 
preface of our family’s records. The Fire Crest is one of crests.” 

Karlo was appalled. To a man as pragmatic and serious as he was, those things 
sounded like nothing but fairytales. 

‘Who would’ve thought that this little brat here is going to be the successor of the Fire 
Crest?’ he wondered. 

“Yes.” Nicole uttered, neither humble nor proud of it. 



However, Zeke then began to panic. ‘If grandpa and dad find out that I was involved, 
they would want to kill me, wouldn’t they?’ 

Up until that moment, Zeke had not told them the truth. ‘So, grandpa and dad had asked 
me to bring Nicole over so that they could question her about something?’ 

Surely enough, Mr. Guzman Sr. could already tell that Zeke was feeling guilty about 
something, and so, he questioned his grandson at once. “Zeke, are you still trying to 
hide it? Did those assassins come after you because of the Fire Crest?’ 

Zeke was so caught off guard that his legs began to feel wobbly and weak.’ This is it. 
Grandpa really knew everything!’ 

Zeke’s face instantly blanched and he was rendered speechless for a moment. 

Nicole immediately understood the situation, having surmised that it was a trap. 

‘Mr. Guzman Sr. had probably known it all from the get go. After all, the crest was 
written in the Guzman family’s records. They must be one of the century-old families as 
well,’ she concluded. 

According to rumors, Mr. Guzman Sr. had been in the military government for two 
consecutive terms throughout his entire life. He had never been bowed down to anyone. 
Because of this, he might not give in to Nicole as easily. 

Although Nicole knew that the situation would be a tough one to deal with, she still 
stood in front of Zeke and shielded him. “About this whole thing, Zeke was dragged into 
it. He was the one who was roped into all of this.” 

Mr. Guzman Sr. did not expect Nicole to be so daring. 

Suppressing his anger, he turned to Nicole and asked, “What on earth is going on? 
Please make things clear. I want to know why my son got hurt? My grandson was the 
one who had found the Fire Crest, so how did it fall into your hands?” 

‘After all, the Fire Crest is a very significant artifact which was once in the possession of 
a Guzman. However, this good-for-nothing Zeke had failed to guard it, and now it has 
fallen into Nicole’s hands. I suspect that this pretty little brat has bewitched my grandson 
with her looks!’ he thought. 

Nicole obviously knew what Mr. Guzman Sr. was thinking about. As she did not plan to 
keep it a secret anymore, she immediately told him the whole story, from how Zeke had 
gotten involved in the case, to the part where they were trying to hide before being 
found by Karlo, to them discovered and saved by her, to the way Zeke had found 
himself incapable of handling the crest, and to the transfer of ownership of the crest to 
her. 



Initially, Mr. Guzman Sr. felt nothing but anxiety and pity for his own grandson. 
However, after hearing about how he single handedly passed the crest over to Nicole, 
Mr. Guzman Sr. became furious. 

“Nonsense! Do you know what being the head of the Reby family signifies? How could 
you easily give the position to this person?” he roared. 

Although he knew that Nicole was the one who had saved Karlo, he also knew that she 
was a superb hacker. 

Mr. Guzman Sr. became even more furious the instant he thought about how the Riddle 
family had risen to the top of the list just because of the Fire Crest, and that the Guzman 
family would have to be courteous and subservient to them in the foreseeable future. 

‘Grandpa…Nicole is not an ordinary woman!” Zeke shouted after he had mustered up 
the courage to do so, as he saw how mad and upset Mr. 

Guzman Sr. was. 

 


