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Nicole as he tried to force the water out of her lungs. 

Ten, twenty, fifty! 

As time slowly passed, everyone began to lose hope that she would be able to make it 
out alive. 

Someone in the crowd then said, “It looks like she has drowned.” 

“Yeah, she was in the water for a good few minutes…,” another stated. 

Jared starred at the doctor intently, his hands were trembling. 

No…’ he panicked. “I cannot lose Nicole! I cannot lose her! Nicole, if you dare die on 
me, I’ll be coming with you!” 

They had made a promise, which he would never allow himself to break. 

At this moment, the doctor did a few more compressions in quick succession. 

Suddenly, Nicole reacted with a series of coughs, before spitting out a mouthful of 
water. 

“She’s regained consciousness!” The crowd exclaimed as the doctor finally heaved a 
sigh of relief. 

Jared knelt down by Nicole’s side at once. “Nicole!” 

Hearing Jared’s voice, Nicole gradually began to recover from her daze. “Why… are 
you here…” 

She had only just called him about a few minutes ago, and he had actually rushed all 
the way here. 

Looking at his sodden clothes, she whispered. “You saved me?” 

Those bodyguards who were secretly protecting her had not dared to jump into the 
water to save her. And yet, Jared had risked his life the way he did, just for her… 

For that she felt a surge of warmth and pain in her heart at the same time. 

‘This man, to put himself in harm’s way for me? What a shmuck,’ she thought. 



“Who else? Am I supposed to stand and watch as my girl die?” he said, before sparing 
no time to order, “Take her to the hospital. I want a full checkup!” 

“Yes, sir.” The doctor and the bodyguards immediately complied. 

The doctor lifted Nicole and placed her onto the stretcher as she frowned. “Jared, 
there’s no need for this.” 

She too was a doctor herself. She was fine, having only choked on water. 

“Don’t make me worry.” Jared’s brow furrowed. 

Nicole could only keep quiet as she did not want Jared to worry about her. Thus, she 
allowed them to take her into the ambulance as Jared climbed in too. 

After the doctors had done a preliminary checkup on her, Jared asked, in a low voice, 
“What happened? How did you fall off the bridge?” 

Nicole pondered for a moment, and with a frosty glint in her eyes, she said, “A car was 
rushing at me, probably on purpose.” 

“On purpose?” Jared frowned. 

The Riddle family had held their banquet yesterday and everyone now knew about 
Nicole’s identity. There were so many people protecting her in secret, and yet, there 
were still people who were ignorant and foolish enough to come after her. 

“Were they the goons who had attacked you at Lanningbourg?” Jared asked, having 
only thought of the men who were after the crest. 

However, Nicole shook her head. “If it was them. They would have showed up in bigger 
numbers.” 

‘Those people had even used aircrafts during our last encounter. Why would they just 
be sending a car without a license plate this time?’ she pondered. 

Jared’s expression turned grim. “It’ll be much easier if it wasn’t them. I’ll get my men to 
investigate, and we’ll get to the bottom of this in no time.” 

“Alright.” Nicole said, feeling a lot more relaxed. 

With Jared handling the matter for her, she had nothing to worry about. 

Soon, the ambulance arrived at the hospital. Jared watched as she underwent a series 
of examinations before they sent her back to her ward unit. 



Nicole wore a look of helplessness on her face. “I had just fallen into the water, and I’m 
fine now. I don’t need a hospital stay.” 

The overbearing love from an overbearing man of status was really suffocating for her. 
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Jared said, his tone forceful and resolute. 

Unable to resist, Nicole just played along. “But what if my family finds out about it? 
They’ll think something had happened to me.” 

A glint appeared in Jared’s eyes. “They won’t. I’ll just tell them that you’re staying with 
me tonight.” 

Blushing, Nicole was immediately reminded of everything that had occurred yesterday. 
“Even if you don’t feel embarrassed, just know that I do. How can I stay at your place 
day after day?” 

‘What would my parents think of me?’ she thought. 

“Don’t worry. They’d be happy to know that you’re with me,” Jared smiled as he took a 
sip of coffee. 

He had this much confidence at the very least. 

Hearing that, Nicole was flabbergasted. ‘Why does it feel like Jared’s skin is getting 
thicker and thicker by the day? He’s getting increasingly stubborn and harder to deal 
with.’ 

Letting out a sigh, Nicole suddenly felt a little hungry. After three long hours of medical 
examination, it was already dinnertime. 

“I want to eat something,” she said. 

Jared smiled. “I’ve already had it prepared.” 

As he said that, Max walked over with a bag of food in hand. 

It seemed that Jared had already known that she was fine and so, he did not restrict her 
from eating anything for dinner. Seeing that all of the food were stuff she liked to eat, 
Nicole’s mood got better. 

Just as she sat down and was prepared to have a good meal, Jared’s behavior took a 
sudden, strange turn. 



“I had to eat alone in the afternoon, and now, I can only have a meal with a certain 
someone in a hospital ward,” he said as he took a bite. 

Nicole glared at him. “I went over to the Guzman residence in the afternoon. Zeke 
wanted to thank me, so he treated me to a meal.” 

Even though Jared knew where she was, his tone became stern upon hearing that she 
had made her way to the Guzman residence. “I know you went to the Guzman 
residence, but they live in an important military zone. Why would you go there, all of a 
sudden?” 

“Mr. Guzman Sr. and his son, Karlo, invited me over,” Nicole said flatly. 

“Why though?” he asked, knowing that the old patriarch of the Guzman family had made 
a name for himself as a grouchy figure. “Karlo is a brute, and he won’t call you over to 
his place just to thank you. There’s something behind this, isn’t there?” 

Jared furrowed his brows, his face stern and unsmiling, as if he had already seen 
through everything. 

Realizing that she could not hide it any longer, Nicole sighed. “Fine, you win.” 

Jared broke into a smile upon hearing her admission. “I suppose the old man wanted to 
force you to hand the crest over, right?” 

Nicole rolled her. “He wanted to, but after I gave Mr. Spears a call, he stopped.” 

That had really taken her for a fool. She knew that she would definitely not be getting 
the crest back if she had handed it over to him. 

“You called Zane Spears?” Jared raised his eyebrow. ‘Only this woman could think of 
something like this. I suppose that old Guzman is probably scared sh*tless now, isn’t 
he?’ 

He suddenly had the urge to see what the look on that grouchy old Guzman’s face was, 
after the latter was made aware of Nicole’s relationship with Zane Spears. 

“Looks like I missed out on some fun.” Jared pouted, his tone sounded rather 
disappointed. 

Hearing this, she shot him a glance. “So, you are just after some fun. I’ll bring you along 
next time, then.” 

Jared kept mum and fed Nicole a spoonful of food. 



Not too long after, Jared’s phone rang. Upon seeing that it was a call from Claus, he 
answered it. 

“Hello? Yeah, okay. Got it.” 

He quickly hung up, but it was then that Nicole noticed that he had a grim look on his 
face. 

“What did Claus find? Is it about the car?” she asked. 

After all, Claus was very skilled when it comes to investigations like these. 
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a grunt of acknowledgment. “The vehicle may have fled the scene, but it had already 
been found in the outskirts. We’ve not discovered who the driver was, though. He came 
prepared and avoided all of the cameras.” 

Nicole’s brow furrowed. “Oh?” 

Indeed, the perpetrator had really taken tahe trouble to kill her. 

“I suppose they’d be really bitter if they were to know I survived,” she said. 

Jared’s eyes darkened. “Don’t worry. I’ll send word of you being well and alive.” 

In response, Nicole grinned. “Then we’ll just wait for the fox to slip up.” 

The two looked at each other with a wicked grin as they waited for their prey to fall into 
their trap. 

At that very evening, Fiorella was staying in the hotel when she saw the news of Nicole 
having survived after falling off the bridge. 

“Useless piece of sh*t!” she yelled. 

She had spent a lot of money hiring a professional killer to deal with Nicole. To take her 
out quickly without leaving any traces or alerting the bodyguards was the firm assurance 
that the hitman had given Fiorella, and yet, Nicole was still alive and kicking 

And it was said on TV that she was totally unscathed. 

She blew her top. ‘What did I spend all of that money for?!’ 

Suddenly, there was a knock on the door. 



Fiorella was taken aback by this, as the butler was the only person who knew she was 
living here. 

Instinctively, she got up and went up to the door, only to find that it was suddenly 
opened from the outside with an access card. 

As soon as it had swung open, Colton rushed into the room. “Girl! You were actually 
hiding here! If the butler hadn’t told me, I wouldn’t have known where to find you!” 

He had been looking for Fiorella for a long time, but his daughter had ordered the butler 
to not reveal her whereabouts. If he had not used coercion, he would not have been 
able to find her today. 

“Why are you looking for me? Didn’t you say that you no longer have a daughter?” Upon 
thinking of the incident yesterday, Fiorella’s chest began to ache. 

Her father, who had loved and doted on her since she was a baby, had never subjected 
her to so much humiliation in public before. 

“You think I wanted to do that? I did what I did to protect the Fisher Group! Well, 
everything has gone to sh*t now, hasn’t it!?” Colton roared at Fiorella, his eyes 
bloodshot. 

Unable to stand it anymore, Fiorella snapped. “Why am I the one at fault for destroying 
the Fisher Group? It’s Nicole, who had targeted us on purpose! Did you actually think 
she’d let us go just because you licked her boots and severed your relationship with 
me? Dream on!” 

Colton was stunned for a moment after having been chastised by his daughter. “Who 
told you Nicole was targeting us on purpose? She made a promise last night that she 
would not touch us!” 

“What good is her promise? Haven’t our partners terminated their contracts with us 
today? Why do you think they did so, if they weren’t afraid of her? She was just putting 
on a show of mercy and you actually believed her?” Fiorella yelled, having never seen 
her father being this foolish before. 

It was then that Colton fell silent. He could not deny the fact that all of those companies 
that had terminated their contracts with his organization had done so because they were 
afraid of being associated with the Fishers, offending Nicole in the process. 

“Dad! As things stand, groveling to her will do you no good! How about we ally 
ourselves with a few other families that are against Nicole and fight her! We might have 
a shot at survival!” she continued. 



She refused to believe that every family in existence would submit themselves to a girl 
from a third-rate family. As long as the Fisher Group was willing to, they could still look 
for allies. 

“But we can’t just go against the orders from our ancestors!” Colton was conflicted, for 
he had always recognized the rules and was not about to turn his back on them. 

“Ancestral wishes at this day and age? To hell with it! I believe that there are many 
others who would hate to listen to a b*tch like her. We are definitely not alone in this!” 
Fiorella said in an attempt to convince her father. 
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barrage of words. Yet he also had this inexplicable feeling that his daughter had a 
point… 

After all, the Fisher Group was stuck in crisis which could not be resolved by bowing 
down to the Riddle family. 

If he wanted to resolve this crisis for a chance at survival, he could only ally with those 
who did not wish to work with the Riddle family. 

“You’re right… We cannot count on the Riddle family to save the Fisher Group,” he said. 

Seeing that she had convinced her father, Fiorella began laughing on the inside as she 
added fuel to the flames. 

“If it weren’t for the Reby Family Crest, what would the Riddle family be?” Fiorella spat 
fiercely. 

A look of jealousy soon appeared in Colton’s eyes. “I suppose there would be plenty 
who harbor such thoughts. Not everyone would listen to the Riddle family! They can 
dream on if they wish to take the Fisher family down!’ 

Then, her eyes became even darker as she said, “Dad, leave this to me. I’ll be able to 
source people who are willing to work with us within three days! And we’ll battle against 
the Riddle family together!” 

Even though Nicole was now the master of the Fire Crest, with many who had decided 
to follow her, it was also a fact that many others did not wish to bow down to the Riddle 
family. If Fiorella wanted to, she could definitely find someone who was fearful of the 
Riddle family’s unparalleled strength! 



Thinking of this, Fiorella’s eyes narrowed with contempt.’ Just you wait, Nicole! Anyone 
who dares cross Fiorella Fisher will never have another peaceful day for the rest of their 
lives!’ 

Indeed, she would never let go of Nicole. 

The sun outside was particularly bright. By afternoon, Nicole could no longer stand the 
boredom of having to stay in the hospital, and had used every way she could think of to 
convince Jared to send her home. 

During this period of time, she would be eyed by all sides, and since her identity as part 
of the Riddle family had already been exposed, she might as well return to the Riddles 
and stay with them so as to not expose Mrs. 

Wallace Sr.’s position. 

She did not have much with her, so there was no need to pack as she got Jared to send 
her home straightaway. 

And just as her car arrived at the side of the gate, she saw her parents and her brothers 
all coming out to greet her. Aside from them, there were also Uncle Damien, Uncle 
Dillon and their families. 

Nicole looked at Jared and raised her eyebrow. “That’s quite the crowd.” 

She was really annoyed at these relatives of hers and had totally not expected to see 
Uncle Damien and Uncle Dillon when she returned to her parent’s home. 

“They’ve recently just found out about you and the Fire Crest at the banquet. Because 
of that, I guess they wanted to ask you about it today.” Jared stated. 

And indeed, Damien and Dillon were the type to get to the bottom of things. 

“How cumbersome.” Nicole sighed again. 

At this moment, the car grinded to a halt. 

Spencer and Samuel were the first to greet them. 

“Nicole! You’re alright!” they said. 

Nicole frowned as she glanced at Jared. 

Jared immediately signaled with his eyes. ‘This has nothing to do with me.’ 

He had listened to her and had not told her family about the incident. 



Nicole was puzzled and as soon as she got down from the car, she asked Samuel and 
Spencer a probing question without giving anything away. “You guys… already know 
about it?” 

Innocently, Samuel replied, “Of course, we know! Falling off a bridge is something that 
will make the headlines! I saw your car at first glance!” 
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could only come back and tell Mom and Dad. We only just found out which hospital you 
were at and were just about to visit you,” Samuel continued. 

It was only then that Nicole remember that her smart phone was submerged in the 
water when she fell off the bridge, and she did not have the time to buy a new one. 

“I’m fine. I’ve already done a full body checkup,” she said without going into details. 

Jared glanced at her with a look of pain in his eyes. ‘This silly girl refuses to mention the 
fact she almost drowned earlier and here she is, understating the matter of life and 
death so nonchalantly.’ 

He could not help but to wonder if her previous missions were all so perilous. 

For some reason, Nicole’s physique made him feel as though she was inexplicably 
fragile, driving his desire to protect her with all his might. 

At that moment, Gloria stepped forward and held Nicole in a tight embrace, checking if 
the latter was alright. “Nicole, are you really alright? Mom was worried sick.” 

Fortunately, she had used the Beacon and the minor wounds from the collision had 
healed quickly, leaving only some a few abrasions. 

“I’m fine, Mom. Just some minor injuries,” Nicole comforted Gloria. 

It was only then that Daniel heaved a sigh of relief. “It’s good that you’re unharmed. 
Your mother almost passed out earlier from shock.” 

Stanley too nodded his head. “As long as you’re fine, Nicole. Moments ago, we were 
really worried.” 

Both Sean and Steve looked at each other. They did not speak but there was a loving 
and doting look in their eyes. 

Getting into a car accident and falling off a bridge was no trivial matter. Any other 
person might not be able to even withstand that sort of horrid experience. Yet, Nicole 



was so adept at making it look as if it was not an issue at all, that they could not even 
begin to comprehend this at all. They could not help but be impressed and anxious for 
her at the same time. 

“Stop worrying. Jared had rushed to the scene immediately and sent me to the hospital. 
I’ve already done a full body checkup,” Nicole said, quickly bringing Jared into the 
picture. 

Only then did everyone see Jared coming out from the driver’s seat. 

Sean took a deep breath before proffering his hand to Jared. “Mr. Johnston, thank you 
for looking after my little sister.” 

Jared returned the handshake and said, “You’re welcome. Nicole is my fiancee after all. 
It is my duty.” 

Jared’s words caused Chloe to look at him with eyes brimming with jealousy. 

If it were not for her parents wanting to make a show of kindness to Nicole, she would 
definitely not have followed them here. 

At this instant, she could not hold her disdain for Nicole in anymore. 

Yet, she would not dare to be as brazen as she was before, so she smiled and said, 
“Nicole, why were you so careless when driving. You made us all worry.” 

Nicole could not resist rolling her eyes at her. ‘So, Grandpa forgave her, and here she 
is, taking advantage of that and pretending as if the past never happened.’ 

Nicole gave her a frosty glance in response. “You don’t have to worry about me.” 

There was no respect in her tone at all. 

Chloe then found herself in an awkward spot, but she knew that Nicole’s position was 
not the same as she was before, so she could only take it on the chin and force a smile 
as she replied, “You’re welcome.” 

Nicole snorted coldly within. ‘Who even asked you?” 

At this moment, Damien, who felt that he should say something, stepped forward and 
uttered, It’s good that you’ve done a full checkup. You’re now the treasure of the Riddle 
family. Please take good care of yourself.” 

Even if he was unhappy that Daniel’s family was now in the limelight, he still benefited 
from his association with Nicole last night, managing to secure several collaborations 
with it. Due to this, his attitude toward Nicole changed a little. 



Seeing that her husband had lowered his voice when speaking to Nicole, Miley could 
only force out an awkward smile. “Your Uncle Damien is right. You ought to take good 
care of yourself.” 

Having noticed their faqade of concern, Nicole played along. “I will. Thank you, Uncle 
Damien and Aunt Miley for coming to see me. You must’ve spent a lot, haven’t you?” 

As soon as she had said that, both Damien and Miley became embarrassed. 

They had only intended to come over to show their faces and had not thought about 
preparing gifts. 

But now, with Nicole’s current status, it would not look good for them if they did not 
prepare anything for her. 

‘I’ve got to get something for her… and I cannot just screw around like before. It has to 
be expensive!’ he thought. 

But now that Nicole had asked them straight to the face, Damien could only sheepishly 
respond, “No, no. I did prepare something, but as we came in a hurry, they are still on 
the way.” 
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played along.” That’s fine. Thank you, Uncle Damien and Aunt Miley.” 

Steve watched Nicole’s shrewdness at play, in which she actually got Damien and Miley 
to choke on their words. He felt so good deep within that he could not help but snigger. 

“Steve? What are you laughing about?” Samuel asked with a silly look on his face, not 
knowing what Steve was laughing at. 

Then, an idea dawned upon Steve as he immediately replied, “I’m being happy for 
Nicole of course. With Uncle Damien and Aunt Miley being so generous with their gifts, 
I’m sure Uncle Dillon and Aunt Karen too must’ve spent a lot. N 

Upon being put on the spot by Steve like that, both Dillon and Karen found themselves 
in an awkward situation. 

Karen rolled her eyes, absolutely not wanting to buy anything for Nicole. 

And just as she was about to say, “I didn’t…” 

“Yes, we’ve prepared it. It’s on the way too!” Dillon interrupted her before she could 
even complete her sentence. 



Damien had already made an obvious show to befriend Daniel’s family, and so, how 
could he not follow suit? 

“You…” Karen’s eyes widened, thinking that her husband had lost his mind. 

Both Snow and Raine’s eyes widened as well. 

Every year during Christmas, it would be Uncle Daniel’s family preparing gifts for them 
as their father was the eldest son. Thus, they had to only prepare gifts for Uncle 
Damien. 

‘What’s happening now?’ they thought, baffled at the notion of their parents sending to 
Nicole, a member of the younger generation, gifts just because of a hospital checkup. 

Raine became so angry and jealous that she whispered,” Shameless.” 

Preston rolled his eyes at her. “Shut up already. Even now, Mom and Dad has to speak 
to Uncle Daniel’s family nicely. Just wait and see how Dad deals with you if you mess 
things up even further.” 

Hearing this, Raine became so frightened that she immediately kept quiet. 

Snow then gave Preston a glance, just to receive an eye roll in return. 

Up until now, Snow had no idea what sort of charm Nicole had placed on her brother for 
him to take her side the way he did. Now that Nicole was in the limelight, even Uncle 
Daniel’s family got to bask in the fame and prestige alongside her. The day her grandpa 
favored Uncle Daniel, with Uncle Damien being up there as well, there would be no 
place for their family at all. 

They were both daughters of the Riddle family, and the treatment Nicole got yesterday 
was something Snow and Raine had never gotten themselves. She was so envious that 
she could not sleep last night. 

‘No, I cannot let Nicole hog the limelight like this. I need to find a way to take her down a 
notch!’ she thought. 

At that moment, Nicole decided that she no longer had the mood to entertain these 
relatives of hers, and so, she turned to her parents and said, “Mom, Dad, I’m tired. Let’s 
head in first.” 

“Alright, alright. We’ll talk inside,” Gloria said as she held onto Nicole. 

Nicole then turned and looked at Jared. “You can go home. Thanks for today.” 



Jared did not want to leave, but he also knew that he could not get in the way of their 
family reunion any longer. 

“Alright. Give me a call at night then,” Jared stated in a gentle voice. 

The instant Chloe heard that, her heart ached. ‘Such gentleness should’ve been mine.’ 

Unfortunately for her, Nicole had taken Jared’s heart away, so much so that a once-
popular movie star like her did not even register in his eyes, and that pissed her off. 

“Yeah.” Nicole answered bashfully as she blushed with her head lowered, before 
entering the house with her mother. Jared curled his lips. He loved it whenever she was 
shy. 

Sean then led the rest of the people behind Nicole into the house. 

Daniel, on the other hand, did not forget to thank Jared.” Thanks again, Jared.” 

“You’re welcome. I’ll be heading off first then.” Jared nodded slightly. 

“Alright. Drive safe,” Daniel said, giving Jared a gentle smile. 

“Yeah.” Jared nodded, giving a short answer as he turned around and left. 
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around and headed inside. 

In a hall, after Nicole had taken a seat, her brothers flocked over one another as they 
brought her drinks and desserts. 

Chloe, Snow and Raine were all green with envy as they watched the Riddle brothers 
doting on her to the extreme. They would give her everything she wanted, but what 
about their own brothers? 

Everett was useless, and with Preston on Nicole’s side, it pissed them off to no end. 

Meanwhile, Nicole held a cup of coffee as she tasted the sweets. Gloria and Daniel, on 
the other hand, were seated beside her, eyeing with concern. Sitting directly across 
them were Damien and Dillon and their wives, who had been waiting for the opportunity 
to ask questions. Unfortunately for Chloe, Snow and Raine, there were no seats left 
forthem at the front, so they could only sit on a small couch at the back. 

Nicole ate about three to four snacks in an instant and drank two cups of coffee before 
taking at the look at the quarter seated opposite of her out of courtesy. 



At that moment, Damien immediately seized the opportunity and asked, “Were they 
good?” 

Seeing that it was almost time, Nicole then placed her cup of coffee down as she asked, 
“Uncle Damien, why are you still here? Is there something you want from me?” 

She posed the question in such a way that it implied that he should have left a long time 
ago. 

Having never been questioned like this before, Damien’s face immediately flushed a 
bright red. 

However, he could only stifle his anger as he said, “Nicole, you sure surprised us. You 
didn’t even inform us that you’ve gotten your hands on the Fire Crest. I only learned 
about it yesterday, and that’s why I thought of asking you today about where you’ve 
gotten it.” 

Nicole looked at Damien. ‘He sure is curious as to where I got it.’ 

Still, it was clear that he had a hidden agenda. 

In response, she flashed him a smile, pretending as if she was being naive, and asked, 
“Why are you asking this, Uncle Damien? Are you planning to look for the other crests?” 

Everyone knew that there were five Reby Family Crests. 

Now that she had gotten one of them, Daniel’s place in the Riddle family had 
skyrocketed to the top before the old man’s eyes. Moreover, the Riddle Corporation was 
so powerful now that the prices of its shares had risen several times over. Damien must 
have been afraid that the position of heir would be taken by Daniel, and that was why he 
wanted the crest so badly. 

With Nicole seeing through his intentions in such fashion, the smile on Damien’s face 
faded. 

Even Dillon’s expression changed as he looked at his elder brother. He had only come 
over after he heard that Damien had gone over to Daniel’s place, and he had done so 
mainly to see how Damien would react to Nicole. 

‘Ooh, so that old fox is actually plotting this? Why did I not think of that? Nicole can only 
act as if she is some big shot because she has the Fire Crest with her. If I get one 
myself, then won’t I, Dillon Riddle, be respected too?’ he wondered. 

As he thought about it, Dillon’s expression changed and he mocked, “Damien, you sure 
have a clever plan, don’t you? If you are getting a Reby Family Crest too, then the 



Riddle family will have two crests, and when that time comes, who will dare go against 
you, and the Riddle family, right?” 

Dillon’s change of tune was ironic, and yet, it caused the look on Daniel, Sean and the 
rest of the family’s faces to turn grim. 

‘So, Damien is here for this. And here we thought that he was worried about Nicole!’ 

“Damien, if you are here just for this, please leave. Nicole had only just suffered an 
accident and is need of respite,” Daniel chided. 

This was the first time Daniel showed utter disregard for Damien, wanting to only protect 
his daughter. 

“You…” Damien began, but stopped short of uttering another word. 

He was furious that his younger brother, whom he had always been on top of, had 
reprimanded to him, but he could not come up with a retort. 
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this while, could not hold back any longer as he stepped forward and said, “Uncle 
Daniel, my father came here because he really is concerned about Nicole. After all, 
aside from Grandpa, he is the eldest member of the house. It isn’t too much for him to 
ask a question here and there, is it?” 

Everett rarely spoke, but as soon as he opened his mouth, every word that came out of 
it made an impact. 

He immediately reminded everyone of Damien’s position, telling everyone that no 
matter how powerful Nicole was today, and no matter how celebrated Daniel’s family 
was, his father, Damien Riddle was still the primary heir to Mr. Riddle Sr.’s position. 

Nicole could not help herself from shooting Everett a glance. ‘This Everett. He sure was 
playing coy back then, and was simply just overshadowed and mistreated by Chloe. I 

And now, he has the opportunity to reveal what he is capable of. 

Damien was taken aback by the fact that Everett would defend him like that, with every 
word spoken being very reasonable. Damien, who had never given this son of his 
proper look before, could not help but to set his sights at Everett again. 

‘Since when has this son of mine become so reliable?’ he thought. 



In response, Nicole glanced at both Damien and Everett.’ You want to throw your weight 
around here? Very well. The gloves are off.” 

Nicole flashed them an indifferent smile as she placed her cup down and looked at 
Everett. “To be the next master of the house requires strength and competence. Has 
Grandpa announced to everyone here that Uncle Damien is next in line as the master of 
the house?” 

She then swept her gaze at everyone present without even pulling any punches. 

At this instant, Damien became purple with rage. He felt that he was like a slab of meat 
on the chopping block to be messed about by Daniel and his family today. 

Miley was a little glum. ‘Even if Nicole is the bearer of the Fire Crest, she wouldn’t be so 
defiantly arrogant, would she?’ 

Unable to hold back, she snorted, “Isn’t that a foregone conclusion? Your grandpa had 
always tacitly allowed your Uncle Damien to manage the company. Doesn’t that mean 
that the position of master of the house is his? What, are you thinking that it’ll be 
yours?” 

‘This brat actually disregarded Damien! Seems that she has gotten more guts after we 
became nicer to her, huh,’ Miley thought. 

Seeing that Miley was wagging her tongue, trying to find a way to reinforce her position, 
a wry smile crossed Nicole’s face. “Is that so? From what I can see, all Grandpa did was 
give Uncle Damien an opportunity to manage the company. Yet, what has he achieved 
in the past ten years? I’m sure everyone here could see it forthemselves.” 

These words struck Damien like a barrage of slaps to the face, but he had no way to 
refute that because she was telling the truth. 

When Mr. Riddle Sr. was still at the helm of the Riddle Corporation, the Riddle family 
was still considered a first- class family. Even after Mr. Riddle Sr. had become 

powerless in the end, the Riddle family had still not fallen off the list of first-class 
families. 

It was only until when Damien took over that the company suffered grievously during the 
first three years of his tenure, causing the Riddle family to become a second-rate family, 
and eventually, in the past two years, a third-rate family. 

If it was not for the fact that Nicole had gotten her hands on the Fire Crest, who knew 
when the Riddle family would be restored to its former glory? 
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to take over the main business that the company has thrived. Our stock prices have 
risen dramatically over the past two days too. None of these seem to have anything to 
do with Uncle Damien, right?” 

Nicole’s gaze was proud and icy, causing everyone to inexplicably feel a sense of 
pressure. 

Everett stared at Nicole. He did not think that Nicole, who was just a high schooler, 
would have such a powerful presence about her, and so much so that even he was 
sweating as he stood before her. 

“Wow, you sure know how to toot your own horn, Nicole.” Chloe growled, having lost 
her patience. “What did you mean when you said that the rise in stock prices has 
nothing to do with my dad? Most of the company’s businesses were managed by my 
dad.” 

Sean glanced at Chloe. ’You’re nothing but a woman shameless enough to show her 
face after being kicked out of the family, and you dare mock my little sister?” 

As he thought about it, Sean tossed all of his regard for Chloe out of the window. “Keep 
quiet if you’re not aware of everything that has been going on in the company. The rise 
in stock prices within the past two days is because we’ve successfully secured a 
business with the royal house of Yamenia. It has nothing to do with Uncle Damien’s 
earlier businesses.” 

“You!” Chloe glared fiercely at Sean, but she had no way to refute his statements, as 
everything he had said was true. 

Everett gnashed his teeth, and even if he wanted to speak up for his parents, the truth 
was that they had achieved very little. He really hated how poor his father’s capabilities 
were, causing him to be criticized wherever he went. 

Seeing how Nicole had ridiculed Damien, Dillon felt good within, but upon realizing how 
strong Daniel’s family was, he began to feel that he was in a crisis too. 

After some thought, he stood up and said, “Daniel, what is your daughter trying to imply 
here? She’s talking as if the seat of the master of the family would be yours! The old 
man is still alive and you’re already trying to fight for the position? Why don’t you ask 
him for his opinion instead?” 

“Daniel did not mean that…” Gloria panicked, fearing that her husband would be labeled 
as an impious son. 

Hearing that, Nicole glared at Dillon. “We did not mention that at all, but it seems that 
you’ve thought of that, haven’t you, Uncle Dillon? If you really want to know what 



Grandpa is planning, you can ask him yourself instead of coming to me here today, 
don’t you think?” 

Dillon did not expect Nicole to have such a sharp wit, which she utilized to lob the entire 
question back to him in just a few words. He was livid. 

“You’re spewing hogwash! Since when have I ever said that I wanted to know?!” he 
bellowed. 

“Oh?” Nicole raised her eyebrow. “You didn’t want to know, Uncle Dillon? You mean 
you’re not interested in the seat of the master of the house?” 

“I…” Dillon was at a loss for words as he realized that he had fallen into her trap. 

“I mean, it’s good that you’re not interested. With your capabilities, I don’t think Grandpa 
will even consider you as a candidate fit to take the Riddle Corporation over. At least 
you possess a degree of self-awareness,” she mocked. 

“Nicole!” Dillon grew belligerent. After all, he was an elder of the family, and for Nicole to 
look down upon him like that was something he found unbearable. 

Even Karen too was pissed. “Mind your words. So what about your Uncle Dillon’s 
capabilities? Why can’t he take over the Riddle Corporation?” 

Seeing that Karen too was miffed, Nicole’s smile grew even wider. “Wake up, Aunt 
Karen. If Uncle Dillon was capable enough, he would’ve been managing more important 
company matters long before I got the Fire Crest. He had nothing then, and was only 
tasked to assist Uncle Damien. What more can he do now?” 

The moment Nicole shot back, Karen was left dumbstruck.’ Yeah, before Nicole even 
got the Fire Crest, and before Daniel’s family even joined the company, Dillon could still 
have been a VP in the company. But once Daniel’s family rose, and once his sons had 
joined the company, Preston had since not been called by the old man, and Dillon 
himself did not have any important projects under his management… I 

‘Is it possible that the old man is about to throw them out?’ she wondered. 

Catching sight of her mother’s face turning pale, Raine immediately held Karen. “Mom! 
Don’t listen to her rambles! She’s just spouting hogwash! Grandpa must have us in his 
mind!” 

While Raine was still building castles in the sky, Snow already knew that what Nicole 
had just said was the truth, and in response, she yelled, “Stop blowing your own horn, 
Nicole. The entire reason why Grandpa is taking notice of you now is because of the 
Fire Crest. You’re nothing without it, nothing! 
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obsessing over her image, but today, with her parents being ridiculed in public like this, 
she was put to the test. 

Nicole noticed that Snow’s eyes were brimming with jealousy. She previously had 
helped her out by finding one of her diamonds. In spite of that however, both Snow and 
Raine were still ungrateful for the kindness Nicole had shown. Ever since then, Nicole 
had not bothered to interact with them. 

Nicole coldly snorted before flashing them a grin. “I don’t have the Fire Crest. In all 
honesty, it’s really nothing, but if you guys have the skills, why don’t you get the earth 
and water crests too?” 

As soon as these words left Nicole’s mouth, everyone was taken aback. No matter how 
skeptical they were of Nicole’s achievements, none of them had the ability to find any of 
the badges. 

Steve and Sean looked at each other, noticing the silence that had fallen upon them all. 

‘Our younger sister is really influential. We didn’t need to say much, and yet, her 
presence alone was able to shut these two families up. These two families were most 
notable for looking down on our family, and now, look at how the tables have turned!’ 

‘She’s really the lucky star of the family!’ 

Meanwhile, Spencer and Samuel looked at Nicole with their eyes filled with admiration. 

Noticing that everyone had stopped talking, Nicole yawned,” I’m exhausted. I’m going to 
head upstairs to catch some rest. I’ve got nothing to say regarding the questions asked 
by Damien, but I do hope that you’ll be able to get another crest as soon as possible. 
Maybe then, Grandpa will consider letting you manage the company again.” 

After saying that, she flashed them all a bright smile before turning around and heading 
upstairs, leaving Damien behind with his blood boiling. 

“Dad!” Chloe and Everett rushed forward to keep him from falling. 

Damien, who was embarrassed by the situation Nicole had thrown him into, then 
roared, “Let’s go home!” 

Damien wanted to leave at once, as he no longer had any dignity left in him to face 
everyone, while Miley glared at Daniel and Gloria before turning her head and leaving 
with Damien. 



Dillon, who noticed that Damien had left due to embarrassment, gritted his teeth in 
hatred and said, “Daniel, you’re despicable. You just wait!” 

Dillon and his family proceeded to also leave in a hurry. 

Preston looked at Daniel and Sean in embarrassment, before giving them a nod and 
leaving with an apologetic 

look in his eyes. Daniel could not help but sigh at Dillon’s family. Preston was an 
obedient child, and thus, he did not want to put them in a difficult position either. Once 
both of the families had left, the Riddle family finally calmed down. 

Samuel spat, “What nonsense were they spewing, claiming to care about Nicole. All 
they came here to do was to know more about the crest.” 

“What gives them the right to obtain the other crests? They don’t even bother to check 
and see if they are fit to obtain one,” Spencer sarcastically added. 

“Alright, calm down you two,’ Stanley said and glared at his brothers as he noticed how 
tired their parents’ faces were. 

“Dad, why do you look so pale? Are you okay?” Samuel and Spencer looked over at 
their father and asked. 

Daniel just shook his head. “It’s just, I thought your uncles would only look down upon 
your mother and I. What I didn’t expect was that they now want to torment Nicole too.” 

‘If I have to give it all I’ve got to fight them, I will. I’ll never let both Damien and Dillon put 
Nicole down again,’ Daniel thought. 

Steve looked at Daniel with concern and explained, “Dad, don’t worry. You’ve seen how 
powerful Nicole is. We didn’t even need to speak up and they’ve all made fools of 
themselves.” 

‘In the past, Mom and Dad have always kept their heads low in front of them, but they 
mistook their kindness as weakness, and used it against them. Now, our family has 
never been more elated that our little sister has helped us restore some of the glory 
we’ve lost,’ Steve thought. 

 


