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How did Anna find out that it was tempered with?

But Anna wore a look of certainty. “Whether it's you or not, we’ll talk about it when you
arrive at the station. Your partner has already admitted to his crime, by the way!
Causing deliberate harm, even if unsuccessful, is against the law! Security, take him
out!” “Yes, ma’am!’ The security staff waiting by the side immediately rushed forward to
apprehend the manager.

The manager was scared out of his wits!

“This means a guilty verdict is already certain! | won’t see the light of day again! “No!
No! Help me, Chloe! You've got to help me!”

Chloe saw his hand outstretched to grab onto her and dodged to the side in disgust.
“Get lost, you!”

Such a minor character was nothing to her!

It would be better if he was just taken away and did not drag her down with him!
However, she did not expect her simple act of disdain to stun the manager. “How can
you do this to me? You’re the one who instigated it and got me to look for someone to

work on the car! How can you just abandon me like that?!’

Chloe was taken aback. She had already given the manager a huge sum of money and
they had agreed that he would take care of everything alone.

Unexpectedly, when push came to shove, he actually dragged her into the quagmire as
well!

Gnashing her teeth, she hissed. “What nonsense are you spouting? What does that
have to do with me? | have no idea what you’ve done at all!”

At this moment, LIoyd and Anna could not help but look at each other.

Both of them recognized that the manager bore no grudge against Nicole, so why would
he strike against Nicole just like that?

When Chloe noticed Anna’s gaze, she immediately said, “I did not! Really! I've used so
much effort to get the director to retain me in staff. Why would | do something like this?
All these managers and agents are just trying to get me a chance at fame. | really don’t
know anything... Ms. Holder, you can’t believe them!’




Chloe sobbed as she spoke, bawling her eyes out.
Even Nicole almost believed her act.

But she knew very well that aside from Chloe, no one in the production crew would
target her like this.

It was just that she did not expect her cousin to be so vicious. Chloe actually tampered
with her car and if it were not for her quick reaction, she would have been either dead or
at the very least, crippled.

Thinking of this, Nicole stood up. “Stop crying, Chloe. Seeing you cry like this hurts a
lot.”

Chloe had originally thought that her bawling would get Nachelle to take pity on her, but
who knew that the first to speak was Nicole instead?

Chloe’s lips froze for a moment, but she could only continue the act.” Nicole, | really
didn’t do this... Please believe me. We're family after all. Even if we have our conflicts, |
still wouldn’t want you dead.”

Yet, deep inside, Chloe wished that she could directly kill Nicole in that crash!

It was just that the prop car was not fast enough, and she originally thought that Nicole
would need to relinquish the rule due to injury. Yet, for all she knew, Nicole was so
resilient that she escaped unscathed.

And that made her blood boil!

Seeing Chloe’s hypocritical nature on full display, Nicole got fired up.

“Yeah, | don’t think you’re that vicious of a person. The manager’s a villain and not only
did he unnecessarily scheme for you and screw himself over, but he also even tried to
drag you down with him. So how would any other production team dare get into the
team?” Nicole smiled coyly as she said something that sent a chill down Chloe’s spine.
“It took you so much effort to rebuild after being chased out of the country by Grandpa.
Getting this opportunity isn’t easy, right? But with your manager being in jail, your
reputation will suffer as well... And our production team will also be dragged down by
your reputation.”

Chloe was stunned when Nicole said that.
She was still wondering why Nicole would be so kind as to speak up for her.

It turned out that she was simply taking silent stabs at her!




‘I won’t! I'll cancel my contract with him right away! His matters are his own, and mine
are mine! | won'’t affect the filming of this show!”
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on her face. “I've already shot a few scenes... If we change the cast now, all of the
previous shots will be for nothing... Please give me another chance.”

But Lloyd only gave her a glance before looking at Nicole, as if waiting for Nicole to
decide.

He was not stupid, and he could feel that Nicole probably knew the truth!
As for him, he wanted to fire Chloe just now!
But since Nicole stood up, perhaps she might have other plans.

Sure enough, Nicole suddenly smiled menacingly at Chloe’s side. “You want to stay in
the production team at all costs?”

Chloe was taken aback and felt that Nicole’s words were slightly odd, but she still
nodded. “Yes!” ‘I will not give up this role!” ‘I have to drive Nicole away and make a
comeback again!’

Yet, Nicole simply smiled. “Fine then. You can stay in the crew, but keep an eye out for
your own safety from now on... Don’t almost get accidentally hurt like me, as you're not
as physically capable like me.”

As she said that, Nicole patted Chloe on the shoulder, with a look of'you should know
what’s good for you'’.

Those words instantly sent chills down Chloe’s spine.

What's this? Nicole’s threatening me now? And if | stay, something similar will happen
to me?’

Chloe turned around and looked at Nicole. “| won’t leave, no matter what!” ‘If a bitch like
Nicole can stay here, why should | leave?!

Nicole then gave Chloe a sideway glance. “Sure. This is your choice. You can stay
then.”

The final few words were meant for Lloyd.




Although Lloyd was curious why Nicole wanted to retain Chloe, since he was a long-
time partner of Nicole, he would unconditionally obey her decisions.

After that, he told Anna, “Send this manager to the police for investigation.

As for Chloe, let her stay for now.” “Got it!” Anna nodded as she cast a glance at the
security staff, motioning them to drag the manager out.

The manager’s face was ashen pale as he continued to scream. “She was the one who
ordered me! You have to believe me!”

But Lloyd had already left with Nicole.

Chloe stood there and heaved a secret sigh of relief before going to have a cup of water
to calm herself down.

Lloyd had managed to catch up to Nicole and could not help but ask, “The manager’'s
probably telling the truth. Why do you still want to keep Chloe around?”

Nicole glanced at him. “You guys didn’t actually find any evidence in the car, and you
were just bluffing right?”

When Lloyd heard that, he suddenly fell silent.

After some thought, he said, “We’ve asked the crew on the ground and although we
don’t have many clues to start with, Gwendolyn did say that only Chloe had conflict with
you in the past. So, | started to suspect her and bluffed that we’ve caught the culprit. But
it's true that Chloe ordered her manager to do that.”

Nicole knew that Lloyd would do that only after he was certain, but she still shook her
head. “Even if the manager gets thrown into lockup, we won’t be able to provide any
evidence at all. Also, since he surrendered himself, and the attempt was unsuccessful,
the punishment would be very light.”

Lloyd immediately understood what she meant. “You mean to say, even if he implicates
Chloe, it's only a failed attempt at causing deliberate harm.” “Yeah, the most you can do
is to get her to leave the production team, but that... isn’t nearly enough.” Nicole’s eyes
were dark.

Chloe’s return this time was clearly aimed at her, and she even tried to kill her. That was
something she could not tolerate!

‘Do you have any plans, Nicole?”

Nicole grinned slightly, her expression impassive. “If you go on the offensive, then you
need to give them no chance to fight back.”




Lloyd immediately understood Nicole’s intentions as he said with determination, “No
matter what you do, I'll support you.”

Nicole raised her eyebrow. “You don’t have to do anything. She’ll expose herself soon
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‘I remember the latter part of the next scene. We have a scene of the heroine being
pushed off the building by the third female lead?”

Lloyd was taken aback but after some recalling, he said, “Yeah.” “To avoid any losses to
you, let’s film that today...” Once Chloe was taken care of, all of the previous scenes
with her in it would have been for nothing. Nicole did not want Lloyd to lose out too
much.

Lloyd smiled. “No matter. It’s just a matter of a few days of filming. The Holder Group
doesn’t really mind it, and at most, we just need to look for a new third female lead.”

This show was originally meant for him to get close to Nicole, and as long as she was
happy, he would do anything for her.

Seeing that Lloyd looked like he was troubled, Nicole smiled at him. “How about | help
you look for the third female lead?” “You have a suitable person in mind?” Lloyd raised
his eyebrow.

‘I dare not say whether she’s suitable or not. But you can have a look.” “Alright.” Lloyd
nodded with a smile.

After the two were done talking, Nicole returned to her place to read the script.
Lloyd, on the other hand, told Nachelle that the wire scene would be moved to today.

Although Nachelle was taken aback, when she heard that Chloe’s manager was
arrested, she immediately understood why...

The filming of Nicole’s scene in the morning went very smoothly.

Chloe, on the other hand, was out of sorts, and made all kinds of mistakes during her
turn.

It was only because her mind was focused on the props at the film set...

Nicole’s threat in the morning had made her almost neurotic, fearing that the props
would have been tampered with...




During the afternoon break, Chloe was suddenly notified that there was a wire scene
being brought forward.

She saw the crew was preparing the wire suits and a cold glint appeared in her eyes.
She had seen Nicole at work before, and the girl was a woman of her words!

Moreover, her manager had already been brought to the police station, and if the police
were to summon her, she would be kicked off the crew by Nachelle at any given time!

Thinking of this, her eyes turned gloomy.

‘Rather than sitting still here, | might as well strike first!’ ‘Otherwise, I'll be under the
shadow of Nicole’s threats this entire day.’

However, she had no helpers right now!

But at this moment, there were only a few people on set and only two crew members
were working on the wire suits.

Chloe pondered a little before walking forward and pretending to ask, “Are these wire
suits safe?”

The two crew members looked at each other. “Of course, it’'s safe. You’re the third
female protagonist, right?”

Seeing that the crew recognized her, Chloe immediately latched on. “Yeah, the next
scene is with me and the female lead. We have a scene where we chase each other
from the top of the building. | was wondering if the wires are sturdy or not.” “Don’t worry!
You can have a look yourself if you don’t believe me. Here, this is yours. This is the
heroine’s one.” The crew member took no precautions and just gave her the two wire
suits.

Chloe totally did not think this opportunity would come so easily!

“Sure, I'll give them a thorough inspection then!” As she said that, she checked her own
wire suit. The wire was marked with yellow while the other was marked with red.

After checking her own wire, she looked at the red-marked wire suit. “I'll check for my
colleague as well.”

As she said that, she deliberately touched it.

The two crew members looked at each other but then looked away from Chloe.




Seeing that no one was looking at her, Chloe took the opportunity to use a knife and
made a deep cut on the wire suit’s waist belt!
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fine. They look pretty safe.

Thanks.”

As she said that, Chloe left gleefully.

If the waist strap broke in the afternoon scene, Nicole would definitely be in trouble!

At that time, the entire film would be done for, and Lloyd will cover for her!

If worse came to worst, even if the manager were to divulge everything to the cops and
Chloe could not be a part of this show anymore, Nicole was still done for! When that

happened, Chloe could consider herself avenged!

Chloe was already so full of herself that when she left, she did not notice the minute
actions the two crew members took...

Soon, lunch break was over. All of the staff and filming crew returned to the set and
prepared to shoot.

All of the green screens had also been set up.

In the next scene, the third female lead would push the heroine off the building, but the
heroine would pull her along and fall into the pool. But this was just a scene on the first
floor and the bottom was a foam mattress as safety, while the pool would be added in
post-production.

Nicole and Chloe quickly arrived at the rooftop.

Although this was a special effects scene, the building was still four to five stories high
as they needed to take close-up and slow-motion shots.

Both Chloe and Nicole wore their wire suits and when Chloe saw Nicole wearing the red
suit, she felt extremely triumphant as she looked icily at Nicole. “This is your first time
using a wire suit, right? Be careful.”

Nicole only gave her a faint glance and said, “You better save the concern for yourself.
You’ve done so many bad things after all. Beware of divine retribution...”




Chloe suddenly panicked when Nicole said that, but she was sure that Nicole was
wearing the one marked red!

She had already checked hers and it was impossible for someone else to have
tampered with it!

Thinking of this, Chloe smiled. “When will you change your habit of intimidating others,
Nicole? I'm not one to cower from mere threats.”

Nicole glanced at her. “You'll soon find out if I’'m just intimidating you or not.”
Chloe’s heart thumped hard when she heard that.

‘Could it bethat Nicole noticed something?’

She then tried to comfort herself. ‘No, that’s impossible. How could she know?’

As she pondered that, Nachelle suddenly called out from below. “Alright, perk up
everyone. Prepare to shoot!”

The two at once got into form and when Nachelle shouted “Action!” Nicole immediately
got into her role with an innocent expression on her face.

Chloe, on the other hand, enjoyed this scene very much! After shouting at Nicole, she
followed the script and lunged at Nicole with force!

“AHHH!” As Nicole screamed, she fell from the side of the balcony!
Being pulled on by Nicole, Chloe fell as well!

She suddenly heard the sound of the waist strap being ripped and Chloe let out a
gleeful smile. “Die, Nicole!”

At such a height, even with a sponge mat at the bottom, Nicole would still be seriously
injured!

Thinking of Nicole’s end, Chloe felt triumphant!

The next second, Nicole’s wire suit stopped all of a sudden!

Chloe’s own wire suit too stopped abruptly. She was taken aback as Nicole had stopped
normally. ‘That shouldn’t be, the waist strap should’ve been ripped apart the moment

she stopped!

Yet, at this moment, she clearly heard the sound of a strap ripping, but it was from her
own suit!




Chloe was stunned!

“‘NOIII” She screamed as she reflexively tried to grab onto Nicole. Latching on to
nothing, she further lost her balance!

RIP! The waist strap instantly tore apart! The two straps that were meant to support her
legs clearly could not bear her bodyweight and she fell straight down!

CRASH!
A loud crash rang across the entire film set!
In unison, everyone immediately looked toward the direction!

“Oh crap! An accident!”
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wire suit!” “Call the ambulance, now!” Everyone quickly rushed over!

Chloe was already lying unmoving on the ground, a mouthful of blood gushed out from
the sides of her mouth...

She finally understood everything at this moment...

‘Nicole was not just intimidating me, she has indeed done something against me...’
But when did she swap the two wire suits around?’

Nicole looked at Chloe from above her, her eyes a surge of darkness.

Chloe was such a fool. Nicole only needed to toy with her a little and the latter
immediately got fooled. Tve really overestimated her.’

Soon, the ambulance came, and Nicole walked down from upstairs.

As she watched Chloe being carried up the stretcher, she let out an evil grin. “Chloe, it
seems like you'll be dying before me.”

This was her response to the curse Chloe shouted before she fell.

Chloe could no longer feel her lower body at this moment, and only felt extreme pain.
But the hatred in her heart caused her to swallow the blood in her mouth as she
accused Nicole...




“You... you set me up...” Her eyes were filled with anguished hatred, but her voice was
extremely weak.

Nicole gave her a mocking glance. “I've already told you before. You reap what evil
deeds you've sown.”

After she said that, Nicole no longer paid any mind to Chloe as she turned around and
went back to the lounge.

Chloe glared at Nicole but no longer had the strength to speak. She could only allow
herself to be carried into the ambulance by the EMT...

One would think that such an incident would affect the filming schedule, but the director
did not seem to be affected at all. As if she was prepared for this, she went straight
ahead to film the other scenes.

Nicole’s filming went extremely smoothly, and when Lloyd saw that Nicole was in such a
good mood, he felt that everything was worth it.

When the filming finally ended, Lloyd came forward. “It looks like you're in the zone this
afternoon.” “Yeah, with the troublemaker aside, it's easier to get into the role.”

Lloyd smiled. “As long as you like it.”

Nicole did not forget to remind him, “Did you save the footage? Reveal it when the time
is right to avoid the production team needing to battle gossip and compensation claims.”

Whatever she did, she would never cause too much trouble for Lloyd.

“‘Don’t worry. Her leaving the cast only means a few wasted footage. The production
team won'’t give her a single cent in compensation.”

Chloe had done so many disgusting things in the team, and she still wanted
compensation?

Dream on.
Nicole nodded. “That’s good then. | won't feel like | owe you for something like this.”
Lloyd smiled deeply. “You're still afraid of owing someone a favor like before.”

Nicole curled her lips and did not say anything else. She instead looked at the time and
thought it was about time to leave.

However, Lloyd quickly said, “The production team has plans to have supper together.
Are you goi




Nicole originally wanted to decline, but LIoyd added, “Many of the crew still don’t know
you yet. Let’s go together to say hi.”

Nicole immediately understood that this was part of her job.

“Alright.” Nicole immediately agreed. Since it was just a brief thing, it could be settled
within half an hour.

Lloyd was extremely happy when she agreed. “Then let’s take my car. We'll head over
first.”

Nicole hesitated a little. “It won’t be good if we’re photographed together.”

However, Lloyd said, “My mother will be joining us as well.”
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would be an elder being present, she agreed.

After getting into the car, she saw Nachelle on the phone.

“Hurry up and terminate Chloe’s contract with us. The mess between her and her
manager has nothing to do with us.” “No need to foot the medical fees either. Let her
kick and scream as she likes.” “As for the media report, ignore it for now. Use it to drive
attention for a bit before clarifying the matter.”

When Nicole heard that, she felt that Nachelle was a wily schemer.

Chloe was about to get terminated and the trending news of her fall was still being used
to drive traffic and attention to the show...

She was a pitiful one, really.
She had done everything to get into the cast, and yet she did not appreciate the
opportunity. Nachelle would definitely take back something from the time she had

wasted on Chloe.

After hanging up, Nachelle looked at Nicole. “Chloe’s still your cousin, after all. You
won’t get mad with what | said about her, right?”

Nicole, however, shook her head. “She brought all of this upon herself.”

She had indeed set the trap up with the crew, allowing Chloe a chance to strike against
her.




But if Chloe had a shred of regret and refrained from doing that, she would not have
ended up like she did today.

‘I never thought that she would be so vicious.” Nachelle’'s eyes were dark.

She would never allow such a person to stay in the team.

‘To think that she would strike against her own cousin, which meant that she would
definitely do similar things to other actors out of envy. Such a person is a ticking time

bomb.’

After some thought, Nachelle gave Nicole a pleased look. “I did not expect you to be so
clever.”

She had heard from Lloyd about Nicole’s identity as an Interpol officer, but she never
thought that on top of being so brave and intelligent at such a young age, she was also
an able schemer in how she dealt with Chloe.

“You flatter me, Miss Nachelle.” Nicole nodded.

Nachelle then sighed suddenly.

“I'm not blessed by a lucky star. Otherwise, it would’ve been nice to have a daughter-in-
law like you.” Nachelle pretended to sigh again.

Nicole’s expression turned icy when she heard that, not knowing how to answer.

Lloyd immediately interjected with a smile. “Stop joking, Mom. Nicole and | are friends
now, and I'm very happy with that.”

Nachelle quickly tried to brush the awkwardness aside. “Yes, | just hope the two of you
can get to know each other better.”

Catching the meaning between Nachelle’s words, Nicole said seriously,” We have been
friends for many years and know each other very well. So, there’s no need forthat.
Moreover... I'm already engaged with a fiancee. | need to avoid gossip and suspicions.”

Nicole’s single sentence shut both mother and son down.

Nachelle could not help but to feel a little displeased.

She liked and treated Nicole so well because Lloyd liked Nicole, and it was also
because Nicole had saved Lloyd’s life many years ago. But she did not expect the girl to
be so ungrateful.




“Ah, whatever, as long as you youngsters are happy. But... things are never constant,
so don’t put a full stop on things just like that.” Nachelle said what she wanted and then
looked outside.

Nicole did not respond and instead turned her head and looked out of the window on
the other side.

She knew very well inside that there would be no others for her and Jared.

Soon, the car came to a stop and the three got down as the other actors and the main
production staff all came inside.

With Nachelle, Lloyd and Nicole in the main seats, the rest took theirs.
Everyone seemed to be in good spirits.
And Nicole could not help but sigh a little.

Chloe had obviously had an accident today, but everyone in the production team
seemed to be in a celebratory mood.

‘How poor is her character, really?’ “Nicole, just order whatever you like.”
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her head to look at the menu.

The fourth lady by her side peered over, watching the scene before her as she helped
herself to a snicker. “Lloyd, it’s a rare sight for you to be so courteous to others. Is
Nicole a woman with a special place in your heart?”

“Oh yeah! Lloyd has always been afraid of getting into scandals with the female leads
and keeps them at arm’s length.”

As the comments from everyone piled in, Nicole’s discomfort gradually grew, but Lloyd,
on the other hand, was inexplicably pleased. Everyone knew why and so did Nicole.

As expected, Lloyd was very happy that everyone was discussing about Nicole and him
being together.

As Nicole noticed that Lloyd did not refute any of their claims, she spoke up, and in an
icy tone, she said, “Guys, please don’t make jokes like these too casually.”




Nicole was young in age, but all of her features possessed an inexplicably captivating
guality about them. Her daring eyebrows and eyes were filled with courage powerful
enough to stun everyone in the vicinity.

“O-okay. | understand.” The fifth lady nodded quickly.

In response to that, Nicole softened her expression and explained, “Lloyd and | have
known each other for years now, so we might appear to be close. However, | have a
flance, so | hope that none of you will make jokes of that sort again.”

After Nicole had asserted herself with such solemnness at the dinner table, the
atmosphere instantly became awkward, with Nachelle giving Nicole a look of
disapproval. Her mind was in a constant loop with the word ‘fiance’ ever since it came
out of Nicole’s mouth.

‘How could Jared be any better than my son? How dare she disregard my son’s feelings
for her in front of everyone and publicize her relationship so brazenly like that!?’

At the same time, the look on Lloyd’s face soured, and as he tried to suppress the
bitterness in his heart, and explained with a dry smile, “Yeah, Nicole and | are just
friends. | hope nobody will go around spreading rumors which would tarnish her
reputation.”

And after he had spoken, he took a sip of wine out of his glass in frustration. Even as he
did, Nachelle had never seen her son looking so miserable before.

A grimace crossed Nachelle’s face at once, and she looked over at Nicole. “Okay, let’s
not talk about this anymore, at least not before the show starts airing. Otherwise, it’ll just
reduce the popularity of the show.”

Nicole shot Nachelle a glance and gave her a light smile.

‘| have a feeling that she’s trying to fool herself. Our engagement party was one of the
biggest in town. All of the renowned families were present at the party and all of them
are aware of my relationship with Jared. Perhaps it was because | did not have much to
do with the media that not many knew about it. | bet that once the drama has aired,
more people will find out about our engagement,” Nicole thought as she kept her
silence, for she was too lazy to speak up.

However, Nicole did not forget that she had spared half an hour to join everyone here
for dinner. She proceeded to order her meal quickly before going back to interacting
with the screenwriters and her other fellow actors.

When the dishes came, Lloyd who did not fear the judgment and prying eyes of others,
filled up Nicole’s plate with a variety of dishes. Everyone was surprised by Lloyd’s




sudden gesture toward Nicole, especially after everything she had said earlier. In spite
of this, nobody dared to ask questions.

Nicole frowned when she saw Lloyd filling her plate up with a variety of dishes. ‘Dang.
Does this guy not know when to quit? Does he not know how to avoid arousing the
public’s suspicion?’

‘If | eat this, it'd be even more difficult for me to clear my name.’ Nicole pushed the plate
in front of her away before telling the waiter to give her a new one.

When that happened, everyone around them became embarrassed. Lloyd himself was
also taken aback, as well as some of the actresses.

‘How many women would have killed to have their dishes picked out and placed onto
their plates by Lloyd!?’
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at that instant. However, it seemed that Nicole was the only one who had not been able
to sense it.

After receiving a new plate from the waiter, she turned to smile at Lloyd and said, “Sorry
about that. I'm a bit of a clean freak.”

A pang of shock surged through everyone present in the room. Everyone was utterly
taken aback with the notion that Nicole would express her disgust with the best actor,
Lloyd Holder!

Everyone in the room was all the more appalled when Nicole said that she was a clean
freak, which was the reason for her disgust toward Lloyd. Furthermore, Lloyd had not
expected that Nicole would be so brazen with her rejection of him in public. He had
thought that Nicole would at least not make him look bad in public, given their many
years of friendship between them.

Lloyd fell silent once Nicole had embarrassed him in public. He could not help himself
from clenching his fork in his hand.

Then, he forced a stiff smile and said, ‘My apologies. | took the liberty.”

“Lloyd,” Nachelle uttered, unable to sit still as she watched her son suffer that
humiliation.

“You'’re too...” Lloyd reached out and placed his hand on his mothers’ to reassure her.




Though Nachelle was burning with rage on the behalf of her son, she had to suppress
her anger to save everyone from any further embarrassment.

At that moment, Lloyd picked his glass of wine up and tried to ease the awkward
tension. “Come on. This is our first dinner together since we started filming. Let’'s have
toast together, especially after we’ve gotten to the bottom of the person who had
tampered with the prop car. Cheers!”

“Okay!” Everyone hurriedly agreed, all wanting to put the issue in the back burner.

Nicole watched as everyone toasted, after which she also took a sip herself. The
atmosphere had lightened up as everyone began to take a bite of their own food.
However, Nachelle was still stewing in resentment at Nicole.

‘Before all this happened, | thought Nicole was an excellent girl, perfect in all aspects.
Her background and everything was a perfect match for Lloyd. With the addition of the
Fire Crest, it was picture perfect, and it posed no harm to our Holder family. Now, she’s
got my son wrapped around her finger!

Ever since Nachelle and Lloyd had gotten back, she had doted on him to an excessive
degree. Whatever Lloyd wanted to do, she would support him in his endeavors.

‘What did he even do to her to deserve this sort of humiliation in public?’ Nachelle took
a few sips of wine to suppress her discontent.

“Nicole, you seem to have a very unique personality. You ought to change it if you wish
to stay in the entertainment industry. Otherwise you won'’t get far.”

Nicole immediately understood the connotation in Nachelle’s words, and in a show of
indifference, she replied, “| don’t expect to go far in the entertainment industry.”

Nachelle choked the instant she heard Nicole’s words. ‘She really knows how to talk her
way out. What a smart *ss.’

Hearing that, Nachelle immediately looked for grounds to refute Nicole. “That’s right, if it
wasn'’t for Lloyd who had decided to recruit, you wouldn’t have had a chance to enter
this industry.”

Nicole raised her eyebrows. ‘Did she get confused about the chronology of everything
that had happened? It was obvious that Lloyd had begged me to join, but from the looks
of it, | am made to look like I'm the one who had begged to be allowed in.’

However, after having seen the look on Lloyd’s face, Nicole decided to let it go to avoid
giving him further embarrassment.




Then, in a strange tone to Nachelle, Nicole said, “Yeah, I’'m nothing but grateful that
Lloyd was kind enough to recruit me.”

Nachelle was a renowned director in the entertainment industry and currently, a director
of the drama. Everyone had nothing but compliments and sweet words for her. Even

investors would show her respect wherever she went.

However, for a legendary figure like Nachelle to give Nicole such an attitude was
unprecedented. Everyone in the room could not resist from breaking out in cold sweat
for Nicole as they witnessed the scene unfolding before them.

Nachelle was so furious that she wanted nothing but to lash out, but at that very
moment, Nicole had already stood up.
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the waiting time it took for the food to be served, as well as the time she had spent
interacting with others, did not exceed 20 minutes.

Nachelle was left perplexed for a moment as she was the director and the host for the
night. She was taken aback by the fact that Nicole had made such comments about the
food and would attempt to leave just like that.

Lloyd, who was looking at Nicole, felt a surge of pain in his temples. ‘Nicole has always
been like this. In the past, no matter how important the person was, she would just walk
out on them if they piss her off. My mother had employed an aggressive tone when
talking to Nicole. She must’ve been fed up with it.’

“Okay, let me see you off,” Lloyd said.

“Lloyd Holder!!!” Nachelle belted, unable to believe her eyes and ears as she watched
her son offering to see Nicole off.

‘How shameless of him!’ she fumed.

“‘Mom, please take your time to enjoy your meal. I'm almost done with mine, so I'll go
and see Nicole out.”

After Lloyd had spoken, he went upto Nicole and said, “Let’s go.”
Nicole wanted to refuse but when she noticed that Lloyd

was anxious to lead her out of the room, she decided to hold her displeasure in for his
sake. After all, Lloyd had helped her, so she did not think much about it.




“Alright, let’s get going,” Nicole said indifferently.

With that, Nachelle’s original dinner plan to get the two of them to spend more time
together resulted in them both leaving her alone.

Everyone in the room was staring at her, causing Nachelle to yell, “Carry on eating!”

Hearing that, everyone immediately lowered their heads and hurriedly ate their food up.
No one dared to muster a sound after that.

The atmosphere of the entire dinner party went downhill quickly. Nachelle was soon
downing glass after glass of wine as she thought about the attitude Nicole had given her
earlier.

‘| had allowed my precious son to fall into her hands, and she dared to disrespect me!
This woman is spoiled to the core. If she’s ever going to enter our family in the future, |
will have to train her from the basics...’

On the other hand, Nicole and Lloyd had already walked out of the restaurant,
whereupon Nicole took a step back, keeping a distance from Lloyd, and said, “You don’t
need to see me off. | can take a cab home.”

“‘How can | let you do that, letting a woman get on a taxi by herself late at night?” LIoyd
frowned.

“Are you afraid that I'll be in danger?’ Nicole snorted coldly.” | think it should be the
other way around.”

Lloyd immediately fell silent. “I know you’re very strong...but still | am worried about
you. There are many eyes on you now, and your safety is definitely a priority.”

Nicole did not mention that Jared’s guards were always around watching and protecting
her from afar. ‘How can | refuse his offer?’

As Nicole was thinking about how to decline Lloyd’s offer, a Rolls Royce rolled up at the
driveway. Nicole immediately smiled as she recognized the car. However, Lloyd, who
recognized the car too, was livid as he followed her gaze and noticed her smile that was
all too familiar when she saw Jared.

The car steadily halted in front of the two of them. Jared then got out of the car proudly,
strutted up to Nicole and Lloyd with his long legs, and pulled Nicole to him by her waist,
bringing her into a hug. It was as if he wanted to declare his dominance.

“It's late now. Why aren’t you going home?”




Jared had concluded his meetings when Max informed him that Nicole was having
dinner with the filming crew. He

knew that it must have been one of Lloyd’s tricks, and thus, he had immediately driven
to the restaurant himself.

“The rest of the crew are having dinner. | was about to leave after | decided | was done
with all of the courtesies,” Nicole said in a low voice.

Jared noticed that Lloyd was clenching his fists, and turning a blind eye to it, he
proceeded to say, “Mr. Holder. My fiancee here already has a hard time showing up for
filming right after school every day. | hope you won’t arrange anymore of these frivolous
dinners for her in the future.”

‘It was in fact meaningless and frivolous, as Lloyd had arranged it to satiate his
contempt and greed.’
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his courage to speak. “This is a part of the job. Besides, it’s late. | was worried that she
might be hungry.”

Jared smiled, “There’s no need for you to worry about whether my fiance is hungry or
not. | will bring her out when she’s hungry.’

Jared went on to bop Nicole’s nose and give her an Eskimo’s kiss. “Next time, when
you’re hungry, please tell me. I'll bring something delicious for you.”

Nicole smiled as she thought, ‘He’s jealous, but then again, he looks kind of cute.’
“Let us go. Bye Lloyd.”

Not wanting to linger, Nicole quickly bade farewell to LIoyd. Once again, Lloyd could
only stand there helplessly as he watched Nicole and Jared driving off together. His
eyes darkened.

‘I've put in so much effort just so Nicole could notice me but...up until now, Nicole has
never viewed me as a man. She only has her eyes on him. Perhaps it's because we
haven’t seen each other in a long time, and that was what led them into meeting each
other. Though we have spent much time apart, we are both still much like who were. If
one day, she realizes my presence and reminisces about the times we’ve spent
together, I'll make her fall in love with me. However, up until this point, she still doesn’t
feel that way and tonight, her bold rejection of me in front of my mother has never been
clearer.’ Lloyd looked on as Nicole left with Jared on her arm, knowing that the gesture
said it all.




Lloyd clenched his hands tightly as he watched Nicole leave. He turned his head slightly
before storming off, his heart filled with hatred.

‘Jared Johnston, just you wait and see!’

Jared and Nicole were sitting in the backseat, with the former refusing to let go of
Nicole’s hands.

“Every time | find myself able to relax, someone would be up to no good. This kind of
feeling is frustrating.” Jared’s eyes were dark, as he was uncomfortable at the thought of
Lloyd.

“How long do you still need to film?”

“This is just the beginning, but don’t worry about it. | have explained everything to Lloyd.
| won’t be giving him any chances,” Nicole reassured with a smile.

Jared was unconvinced as he glanced at her solemnly, though he was able to feel
somewhat at ease.

“Well, that's good but the filming ought to be completed early, or else there will be more
admirers trying to woo you.”

“Alright, I'll promise that, starting from tomorrow, | will try to complete everything in a
single take.”

Ever since today’s filming session, Nicole had discovered that, in the absence if Chloe’s
shenanigans, she was able to film her scenes in one take.

“I hope other people will be able to keep up with your pace,” Jared sighed as he knew
that Nicole was competent in everything she did but the people around her would suffer.

“‘Don’t worry. | came here specifically just to get to know the screenwriter, and I've
asked them to reduce the number of fighting scenes from time to time,” Nicole stated.

“Oh?” Jared raised his eyebrows. It was only then that Jared understood why Nicole
had agreed to have dinner with Lloyd. ‘It seems to me she already has things planned
out just well.’

“In the future, | will try my utmost best to avoid having any dinner parties or events with
the filming crew, so don’t get too stressed out about it,” Nicole reassured Jared.

Jared looked at Nicole, thinking that she looked cute, and pulled her into his arms.

In an instant, the tip of their noses touched, during which Nicole looked up at him shyly
and asked, “What...”




“I miss you.” Jared kissed her after he had spoken.

Max, who noticed them in the act, quickly created a barrier by drawing the partition

down. Jared, who had been busy with his work, rarely spent time with Nicole. The only
time when he could meet with her was when he showed up to pick her up. As such, the
both of them had to cherish their limited time together...




