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Then, he immediately rushed forward and gave Lloyd a kick. 

‘Thank goodness I came in time!’ he thought. 

The panic Nicole was feeling as she was held by Lloyd slowly dissipated the instant she 
allowed Jared to hug her. 

After that, she whispered, “I’m fine. Your timing was perfect.” 

As of a minute ago, Lloyd was behaving as if he had lost his mind. 

He actually tried to take advantage of the scene to force a kiss upon me?!’ Nicole 
thought in disbelief. 

To make matters worse, Nachelle knew all about this, and yet, she had allowed her son 
to do as he pleased without calling for a cut to the scene at all. 

Lloyd knew all too well how Nicole operated and how she would react. In fact, she 
nearly fell victim to his tricks. The humiliation she had been given made her furious. 

It was then that Nachelle rushed over with her crew to help Lloyd up. “Lloyd, are you 
alright?” 

She was appalled to see her son lying in a pile of broken glass with his back bleeding. 
“Are you hurt?! Oh god, you’re bleeding!” 

The crew member by the side immediately yelled as soon as he saw that. ‘Til call the 
ambulance!” 

When everyone else heard that Lloyd had been injured, they scrambled over to help 
him up. 

Nachelle became livid at that instant as she glared at Jared. “Mr. Johnston! This is the 
Holder’s film set! How can you just barge in like that!? Aside from interrupting our shoot, 
you’ve even struck an actor of ours!” 

Lloyd was her darling baby, and ever since he returned home, she had given him 
everything he wanted while not allowing any harm or grievances to befall him. Yet, after 
his reunion with Nicole, he had been subjected to countless humiliations and rejections. 
To top it all off, Jared had now struck her son! 



Jared could see that Nachelle was angry, but this did not bother him at all. “So what? 
This may be your crew, but don’t you forget, I’m the investor here!” 

He had spent a great deal of money just to have a firm say on things and yet, Nachelle 
had attempted to weasel out of the deal and turn it against him. She had previously 
agreed not to arrange too many scenes involving intimate contact for Nicole, and yet, 
she had allowed Lloyd to commit this very travesty today. 

If he was a moment too late, Lloyd would have defiled her. Even as of now, Jared 
wanted to gut him standing. 

‘That kick wasn’t as powerful as it should be!’ he thought, 

“So, what if you’re an investor! You think the Holders are short on money? We can 
cancel the contract right now if 

that’s the case!” Nachelle yelled, determined that she would use the scorched earth 
approach on anyone who would dare to hurt her son regardless of who they were. 

Jared sneered as soon as he heard that. “Sure. Pay me fivefold in compensation, then.” 

Even if everyone in the country feared the Holder family, he did not. He had already 
included that clause in the contract as he feared that the old wily fox would attempt to 
pull a stunt like this somewhere down the line. 

“You!” 

Although the Holder family could place influential people in chokeholds by using their 
dark secrets against them, they were always short on liquid money. Otherwise, Nachelle 
would not have agreed to Jared’s investment. Still, she had failed to foresee that this 
decision alone would halt the entire production. That very same decision had resulted in 
Jared hurting her son, and now, all she wanted to do was to ruin the Johnston group 
right there and then. 

“Of course, we can also come to a peaceful dissolution of the contract, under the 
condition that Nicole gets to leave the production team from today onwards!” Jared 
stated, for he already had enough of this farce. 

Nachelle was a fox, and so was Lloyd. Both of them had utilized favors to get Nicole to 
stay in the production team, and both had also schemed to take her away from him. The 
only reason he had allowed Nicole to become a part of it was because he trusted her. 
However, this did not mean that he would allow anyone to mistreat her the way they did. 

“Don’t… even think…” Lloyd, who had gotten up, hissed as he shot Jared a murderous 
glare. 



He had finally gotten the chance to have more contact with Nicole, and even if he had to 
do so through the film, he wanted to make more good memories with her. 

And Jared wants to ruin all of that?!’ Lloyd fumed. 

At that moment, Nicole, who was totally disappointed with Lloyd, walked over and said, 
“This, I’m afraid, is not your call to make.” 

Dejection appeared in Nicole’s eyes as Lloyd was at a loss for words. He had seen such 
a look in Nicole’s eyes before, and he knew that the very moment she gave him that 
look, it meant that she would definitely not change her mind. 
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because you’ve aided me back then. However, you’ve made me extremely 
uncomfortable today, and I’ve decided to stop the shoot for now. Don’t worry, I’ll repay 
you what I owe, but in another way,” she said. 

Indeed, it was not like Lloyd’s intelligence could not be bought with money. It was just 
that she had no need for them before. As of now, she no longer wished to cooperate 
with this insatiable mother-and-son duo. If anyone else could provide her with the intel 
she needed for a price, she would pay even more money to get it done. 

At that instant, Lloyd felt a wave of numbing coldness radiating from within. 

“Nicole…” he uttered, still wanting to say something. 

However, Nicole had already lost her patience. “Let’s go. Take me away from here.” 

She was really tired and only wanted to leave this place. 

Seeing that, Jared held onto Nicole and walked her out in domineering fashion, and as 
he did so, no one dared to try to stop him, not even Nachelle. The mother-and-son duo 
could only watch as the two made their exit. 

Noticing that the crew was staring at Lloyd’s sorry state, Nachelle fumed. “Why are you 
just standing there!? Hurry up and send Lloyd to the hospital!” 

It was only then that everyone snapped back to reality and hurried over to help Lloyd 
out of the set. The ambulance had already arrived by then, so they did what they were 
supposed to, and helped him onto it. 

Concurrently, Lloyd could no longer feel the pain on his body, and his eyes had totally 
lost their luster. His heart was pining for Nicole, and he really could not help what he 
had done. He then recalled how Nicole had reacted to him. 



He truly could not understand what he lacked in comparison to Jared. It made little 
sense to him as to why Nicole would be so repulsed by him. 

With his heart ripped to shreds, he could only close his eyes and allow the pain in his 
heart to fester. ‘I hate this… I hate this so much. If Jared is no longer around, will Nicole 
give me a chance?’ 

Inside Jared’s vehicle, Nicole leaned against the car window in exhaustion as she 
looked out with downcast eyes. 

Noticing that, Jared could not help himself from pulling her over and letting her rest her 
head against his chest. 

Hearing Jared’s heartbeat, she felt an inexplicable sense of relief. 

“Thank you…” She closed her eyes and whispered softly. 

Back then, she was the one taking care of others, and never once had she ever been 
caught in such a situation before. It was because of Lloyd and her history with him in the 
past that had caused her to be careless. 

It was only after they had fought that she realized that Lloyd had never forsaken his 
training. The amount of strength and the sort of techniques he had employed against 
her earlier made her realize that he was much stronger than before. 

It was because of these factors that she was rendered immobile at that time. 

Tve really underestimated Lloyd. He is no longer that sidekick who would just follow 
behind me,’ she surmised. 

‘Yeah, for the Holders to control the lifeblood of information, they must possess 
exceptional skills in order to defend themselves,’ she continued. ‘Still, why would he 
slack on his training?’ 

Sensing that Nicole was a little exhausted, Jared asked, “Is it because of Lloyd? You 
look… a little sad.” 

He had many rivals, and Lloyd was just another one to him. Yet, it was only today that 
he realized the essential difference between Lloyd and Harvey: there was a history 
between Nicole and Lloyd that he did not know about. 
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that moment, Jared took a deep breath. 



“Perhaps. I don’t know what this feeling is. I just feel… very disappointed… in him,” she 
said. 

She had already made her rejection clear to Lloyd, thinking that he would care about 
her feelings, and not have any more delusions about her. Yet, what he had done earlier 
had thoroughly disappointed her. 

To think that Lloyd would do something like that to her was just painful. 

Back then, Lloyd was the one who understood her best, as he was her partner since a 
very young age before Carl even joined. Back then, Lloyd would take note of her 
feelings, and would never do anything that would make her uncomfortable. But now he 
had changed… 

Jared hugged her even harder. “Your disappointment means you have too high a hope 
for this person. I won’t allow you to care about another man.” 

Nicole raised her head in helplessness. “I care about him, but not because of love. In 
fact, it’s not… not even because of friendship.” 

Her relationship with Lloyd could perhaps only be described as comrade-in-arms who 
had been through life and death situations together. 

“However, it doesn’t matter any longer. I will not get anywhere close to him anymore,” 
she said, for the Lloyd now was no longer the Lloyd she knew. 

This Lloyd was both familiar yet foreign to her. 

“Still, I’m afraid that Lloyd will not be providing me any further information,” she said, 
though there was not a trace of concern in her voice as she knew she still had Jared. 

“Don’t worry. The person we’ve released is almost back there. We’ll find that group soon 
enough,” Jared assured. 

Nicole nodded, and in a tired tone of voice, she said,” Alright. Anyway, I don’t plan to 
show up on set ever again. As for the other stuff, do as you see fit.” 

Jared had invested in the show because of her, and if she wanted to leave, he could 
solve that issue in whichever way he wanted. 

“Alright. The Holder family may not have enough cash flowing in, so they will definitely 
not choose to pay the compensation in fivefold. They’ll definitely allow you to leave,” 
Jared stated. 

Hearing this, Nicole felt much more reassured. “Thankfully, you’ve seen this coming.” 



Jared had always been one to strategize and plan ahead. 

“I knew that the two were scheming.” Jared’s eyes darkened. 

To be fair, Nicole was not there, and as such, she did not know how the Holders truly 
were, and as a result, had 

trusted them blindly. 

Nicole nodded. “It looks like your sixth sense is pretty on point, Mr. Jared.” 

She had agreed to their terms on the basis that she had to acquire the intelligence 
needed to track the Braves, thinking that it was just a trivial matter. 

“Now that you know, you’ll do well to listen to me next time,” Jared stated with a 
satisfied smile. 

In the foreseeable future, he would never allow Nicole to do something as stupid as that 
ever again. 

As the filming had halted prematurely and the day was still young, Jared brought Nicole 
to a restaurant with a view of the night for a meal to comfort her. It was only after Nicole 
began to feel better that he sent her home. 

Jared then looked at Nicole. “You said that we’ll go ahead and register for our marriage 
once the filming is done. Now that it is done, when do we get married?” 

Nicole noted the sincerity in Jared’s eyes, and this time, her heart softened. 

“Anytime,” she said. 

After receiving that answer, a spark of joy appeared in Jared’s eyes. 

Recently, Jared had been acting like an innocent child before her. 

“Alright, once I’ve helped you with the Braves and what’s left 

of the contract with the film crew, we’ll head to Panem,” he said. 

“Alright.” Nicole nodded. 

Her heart fluttered when she saw Jared behaving the way he did. Then, she leaned 
over and kissed him on the forehead. 

But a kiss on the forehead was nowhere near enough and just as Nicole was about to 
pull away, Jared immediately kissed her on the lips before deepening it. In fact, the pair 



were so engrossed in their kiss that they had forgotten they were right at the front gate 
of the house. 

Not far away, Sean and Steve stopped the car in embarrassment as they looked at 
each other, finding it too awkward to get off the car now. 

Although that was the case, Steve did not forget to tease Sean. “Heh, Nicole is already 
settling down and some of us haven’t even shared a kiss with someone yet.” 

Sean tensed up a little. “Steve, no one would think you’re mute if you kept quiet.” 
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laughter. 

Sean was extremely embarrassed and was about to give Steve a punch when Steve 
telegraphed the hit and quickly got out of the car. 

The thud of the closing door surprised both Nicole and Jared as they spun around and 
looked over. 

Jared was unperturbed but Nicole was blushing hard as she fumbled, “Uh… I’ll be 
heading in first.” 

“Alright.” Jared curled his lips gleefully as he watched 

Nicole speeding off. 

Seeing that Nicole had left, Steve walked over. “Mr. Jared, your progress is 
exceptional.” 

Jared raised his eyebrow. “Of course. Mr. Steve, you should learn from me. Be a little 
more focused and you can get married sooner as well.” 

Hearing that, Steve suddenly felt embarrassed. 

At the same time, Sean had gotten out of the car and happened to hearthat. 

After he had walked up to Steve, he elbowed his younger brother at the side and said, 
’Heard that? If you could actually be serious for once, you can be like Mr. Jared too.” 

Steve’s face turned green at once. “Get lost.” 

Immediately after, he turned around and strode into the house. 



Jared then looked at Sean and said, ‘Til be going off then.” 

Sean smiled coyly. “Alright.” 

He then watched as Jared got into the car and drove toward the manor next to the 
Riddle family’s residence. 

At the juncture, he had to admit that Jared’s method of pursuing his wife was something 
the lads of the Riddle family should learn from. 

Meanwhile, just as Nicole had entered the house, everyone had already finished their 
meals and was sitting in the living room. 

Seeing that Nicole had returned, Gloria smiled and asked,” Why are you back so early 
today?” 

Not wanting to say much, Nicole simply explained, “The filming ended earlier today, so I 
came home right away.” 

“Have you eaten already?” Gloria asked, worried that her daughter had not eaten 
because she had returned at such an early hour. 

Nicole nodded. “Yeah, I’ve eaten already.” 

Steve then walked in from outside, and after having been taunted by Jared, he could not 
help himself from teasing Nicole. “Mr. Jared had already taken Nicole out for a meal, 
and he even dropped her at the door.” 

When Gloria heard that, a look of joy appeared on her face.” Ever since Mr. Jared 
moved into the area, he has consistently been driving Nicole to and from school. How 
nice.” 

Nicole shot Steve a glance, and realizing that her mischievous brother had purposefully 
brought Jared up, she shot back playfully. “Mom, did you hear that? Steve is envious of 
me now. How about you arrange a partner for him?” 

The moment she uttered those words, Steve almost bit his tongue. “I… I did not mean 
that at all.” 

Gloria, however, was overjoyed. “What an excellent idea!” 

At that moment, Sean walked in, prompting Gloria to say,” Let’s arrange one for Sean 
as well. At the very least, Steve has had a girlfriend before, Sean still doesn’t have a 
partner up until now!” 



Finding himself catching a stray bullet just as he entered the place, Sean said, in a 
bashful tone, “Mom, can you not tell Nicole everything?” 

He had just been so busy with work that he did not have the mood or the time to get 
himself a girlfriend. As such, it puzzled him as to why his mother was implying that he 
was incapable of finding himself a woman. 

“What’s there not to tell? If I had known that the five of you would have difficulty finding 
a partner, I would’ve set you all up for arranged marriages. At the very least, not all of 
you would still be single, unlike how you are now,” Gloria argued. 

Samuel and Spencer, who were seated on the sofa 

squirmed awkwardly. “Mom… It’s fine that you want to fuss about Sean and Steve, but 
can you leave us out of this?” 

“Yeah, we’re still students.” 

In response, Gloria rolled her eyes at the twins. “And Nicole isn’t? Don’t look for 
excuses just because you can’t be bothered to put in the effort.” 

After she had said that, Gloria turned to her daughter and continued, “Nicole, think of 
something for your poor brothers. The girls you’ve hooked Samuel and Spencer with for 
the banquet seem to be decent folks. Are they your schoolmates?” 

Feeling extremely embarrassed, Samuel and Spencer said,” Stop it, Mom…” 
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thinking about June, who was really well dressed that night. 

Spencer too thought of Lulu and it seemed that he was not opposed to the idea. 

“Stop what? Let’s organize a family barbeque this weekend. Nicole, bring those two girls 
over. Sean and Steve? Invite your previous companions over as well.” 

At that moment, a surge of instant regret flooded Steve. ‘Me and my big mouth.’ 

Sean began to feel awkward too, and in resignation, he said, “Mom, Nicole still has 
filming to do during the weekends.” 

Nicole, however, smiled. “I don’t need to film this weekend. If it’s for your future, I’ll 
definitely return home for it.” 

The second she said that, all five of her elder brothers looked at her helplessly. 



In an attempt to steer the conversation, Samuel looked at Stanley and said, “Mom, why 
are you worried about us and not Stanley?” 

In reply, Stanley rolled his eyes at them. “My partner is already living here.” 

He had no need to invite anyone. Tia was like family, and because of that, he was 
totally unfazed. 

Seeing that, both Samuel and Spencer felt a pang of jealousy for Stanley. 

Tia was always at home taking care of Mrs. Wallace Sr., and was just like a younger 
sister to them, so it was natural for them to get along without any sort of awkwardness. 

“Good, that settles things then. I want to see who is the least capable of you lot this 
weekend. At least one of you won’t be able to bring a girlfriend back,” Gloria said. 

After provoking her sons in deliberate fashion, Gloria smiled as she went upstairs, with 
Nicole following right behind. 

Behind her, the brothers began arguing with each other in the living room, cursing out 
and lamenting among one another because of Steve’s big mouth. 

Steve really wanted to give himself a proper slap or two, but it would not help things as 
it stood. 

The next day, Lulu and June saw Nicole arriving at school, and in a tone of concern, 
they asked. “Nicole, why is it that there are always problems with your filming crew? I 
heard a paparazzi saying that Lloyd got injured as well?” 

Nicole looked at Lulu and replied, “You sure get your news fast.” 

Hearing that, Lulu suddenly found herself in an awkward spot. Heh, I’m a Lloydite, and 
I’m also a member of his fan club. Although it’s not been officially announced yet, the 
fan club has gotten someone to scout things out, and they said that they saw Lloyd 
being carried into the ambulance. What 

happened exactly?” 

Not wanting to talk about what happened yesterday, Nicole said, “He got cut by the 
table glass. Nothing too serious.” 

“Oh? Just that?” Lulu was surprised, thinking that it was a major piece of news. 

Nicole nodded. “Of course. Why? You sound a little disappointed.” 

Lulu quickly shook her head. “No, no. Why would I be? It’s good that Lloyd is alright.” 



She was after all his fan, so it made no sense as to why she would want him to be 
injured. 

Seeing that both June and Lulu had calmed down, Nicole then said, “Are the two of you 
free this weekend? My mom is inviting the both of you to my place.” 

“Huh? She’s inviting us…” 

“As guests?!” 

Nicole raised her eyebrow. “Yeah. Will the two of you be available?” 

The two were stunned for a good moment before they sputtered, “Yes!” 

“Of course!” June exclaimed, feeling extremely excited. 

The thought of having the opportunity to visit the Riddle’s residence and meet Samuel 
during the weekends sent her heart fluttering in an inexplicable way. 

“But, why would she invite us…” Lulu asked. 

Although she was elated, she was curious about the reason nonetheless. 

A glint appeared in Nicole’s eyes as she smiled and said,” My mom is urging my 
brothers to get themselves girlfriends, and she’s inviting their partners during the 
company’s annual dinner for the weekend party.” 

“Huh, are you for real?” 
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is your chance. You better be well-prepared for this weekend.” 

The news made Lulu very excited, though she attempted to remain poised anyway. “I… 
I will…” 

Nicole could see that the two of them were serious about their feelings for Spencer and 
Samuel, and due to that, it would be nice if there was an opportunity for her to pair all of 
them up. 

However, it was then that Nicole received a message from Sean. “Nicole, my previous 
companion was my assistant. Mom just loves playing match-up a little too much. I don’t 
want things to be awkward in the office later on. Help me out and find me a partner to 
even the count, if you would.” 



Nicole raised her eyebrow the second she had read that.1 Sean is truly a shmuck.’ 

Although she had not paid much attention to Sean’s companion during the dinner, that 
assistant of his was both considerate and well-mannered. Moreover, she was almost a 
little too submissive toward him. 

For a workaholic like Sean, a considerate and caring assistant like her was the perfect 
fit for him, and here he was, voicing his dissatisfaction. 

Initially, Nicole did not wish to get involved in this entire matchmaking fiasco, but after 
some thought, she replied,” 

Okay.” 

And just like that, she had agreed to find him a companion, but as for who that 
companion would be, she had the final say. 

RING- 

The school bell rang and very quickly, Ms. Emerson walked into the classroom. 

Everyone quiet down and looked at her. 

At this moment, Ms. Emerson smiled and said, “We have a new student who has been 
transferred to our class today. Let’s welcome her.” 

The news went on to surprise everyone. It was strange to think that there was another 
student aside from Nicole who had been transferred to the school this semester, and it 
was even stranger to think that the both of them had ended up in the same class. 

There was a faint applause in the chamber, but Nicole was totally indifferent as she 
looked at the door. 

Yet, unexpectedly, the person walking through the door was someone she recognized, 
and had almost forgotten the name of. 

At that moment, the girl walked up onto the rostrum with her chin held high as she 
pompously introduced herself to everyone. “Hello, I’m Regina Wynn and I’ve been 
transferred from Great Oak High School. I hope we can get along.” 

When they heard that Regina was from Great Oak High 

School, both Lulu and June darted their eyes at Nicole. 



Although the rest of the students did not know much about this, the two of them knew 
that Nicole too had transferred over from Great Oak, and it was said that there was only 
one high school in Great Oak… 

When they saw that Nicole was being totally indifferent, they thought that she might not 
know who the new student was, and perhaps they had hailed from the same school, but 
not from the same class. 

But after Regina had introduced herself, she suddenly said,” The reason I’ve transferred 
over because there was a student from Great Oak who had transferred over recently 
too.” 

The moment those words were uttered, everyone was taken aback as they 
subconsciously turned their gaze toward Nicole. After all, she was the only one who had 
transferred over last semester. As it turned out, the two of them were classmates. 

At this moment, everyone looked at Regina with even more apparent looks surprise. 

‘So, that’s why she wishes to join this class. Nicole’s here to cover her back!’ 

Nicole looked at Regina, wondering where she had found the gall to say what she had 
said. 

Back in the days of Great Oak, Regina would pester her incessantly, and due to her 
being a carefree individual, she would not even bother to waste her time and energy on 
a 

runt like Regina. Yet, she totally did not expect that the latter would try to worm her way 
into the Royal Creek Institute. 

As she looked at Regina with nonchalance, Nicole remained silent and irresponsive. 

Ms. Emerson knew that Regina had tried many ways and could not get into the institute. 
It was only after the teacher at the admissions office told Mr. Ellison that she both 

Nicole and Regina were acquainted that Mr. Ellison allowed her to enroll. 

Noticing that Regina was so eager in trying to form relationships and connections the 
moment she got into the institute, Ms. Emerson could not help sneaking a glance at 
Nicole. 

Yet, Nicole remained expressionless throughout the entire period, making it so that no 
one could tell what she was thinking. 



However, as the two of them knew each other, Ms. Emerson made some casual 
arrangements either way. “If that’s the case, Regina, you can take a seat beside the 
class representative.” 

Bradley was seated behind Nicole, and to her right was Lulu, and behind Lulu was 
June. The only remaining empty spot was to the left, and no one had foreseen that Ms. 
Emerson would give that spot to Regina. 

When Regina heard that, she thought, ‘Wow, am I that lucky?’ 
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yet, she was already assigned to sit next to the class representative. Ms. Emerson was 
too fond of her. 

All of a sudden, a wide smile formed on Regina’s face.’ Thank you very much, madam. I 
would like to ask, who is the class president?” 

She turned around to look at her classmates, hoping to find the aforementioned class 
president. 

Much to her surprise, everyone proceeded to turn their heads toward Nicole. 

Vivian noticed the dumbfounded look on Regina’s face right away. She was already 
trying to get on Nicole’s good side as soon as she joined the class, and yet, she did not 
know that the class president was none other than Nicole. 

Remembering that she was classmates with Nicole previously, Vivian stifled her anger 
for Nicole and directed it to Regina instead. “You’ve just joined the class, and yet, 
you’ve tried to suck up to Nicole. And now, you’re saying that you don’t know who the 
class president is? In the entire class, she’s the only one with an empty seat on her left. 
I wonder if you’re dumb or blind.” 

Once those words had exited Vivian’s mouth, Regina was taken aback. ‘What is she 
trying to say?’ 

Ms. Emerson, who had overheard that, glanced at Vivian 

and said, “Vivian, mind your language.” 

Then, Ms. Emerson turned to Regina. “Nicole is the class president. As the both of you 
are familiar with each other, you could ask her anything. She will help you.” 

“What?” Regina asked in shock. 



Even minutes ago, Regina could already sense that everyone’s eyes were on Nicole. 
She just found it unbelievable that Nicole, who had made her way to San Joto a mere 
few months earlier than her, had actually become one of the class presidents at Royal 
Creek Institute. 

‘H-how is this possible?’ she wondered. 

Although Regina knew that Nicole’s academic results had always been better than hers, 
Regina could have become the class president for a long time because her dad was 
one of the directors. Even if Nicole’s scores were exceptional at Great Oak, she was 
unchallenged at San Joto. 

‘Why is she the class president?’ Regina asked herself. 

“Alright, have a seat.” Ms. Emerson ordered, beginning to get annoyed. 

Seeing this, Regina could only suppress her emotions. She walked toward Nicole and 
sat down beside her, after which she began to size Nicole up as her eyes reeked of 
jealousy. 

However, Nicole did not even turn to look at her, and just like that, an entire period went 
by. After lunch break, Ms. Emerson summoned Nicole over to her. 

At that moment, the girls in the class came over and surrounded Regina. “Hey, were 
you really classmates with Nicole?” 

“Uh…Yeah.” Regina replied, thinking that a country bumpkin like Nicole would not live a 
good life at San Joto. 

To her chagrin, however, Nicole had even become the class president. 

Seeing that she herself was surrounded by many of the people around her, Regina felt 
that she had made an absolute fool out of herself now. 

“You’re so fortunate. With Nicole shielding you, no one would dare to pick on you 
anymore.” 

“No wonder you transferred to Royal Creek Institute. If it were me, I would do the same 
too,” the crowd took turns commenting, which left Regina in a state of shock. 

‘What do they mean when they said that no one would pick on me with Nicole shielding 
me?’ she wondered. ‘It’s as if I came here just to be under her care! Why would I need 
help from a country bumpkin? This is simply impossible!’ 
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classmates, it seemed to her that Nicole had been leading a good life thus far, a reality 
which Regina had a hard time swallowing. 

Concurrently, Nicole had just returned to the classroom too. 

Unable to stomach the truth anymore, she walked up to Nicole and said sarcastically, “I 
did not expect you to be leading such a good life here at San Joto. You even made it to 
the position of president.” 

In Regina’s point of view, Nicole had always been a class below her. On top of that, she 
thought that Nicole had nothing in her skill set that would qualify her for the position of 
class president at Royal Creek Institute. 

In response, Nicole shot Regina a glance. “Why? Are you jealous?” 

Those two lines infuriated Regina at once. “Who is jealous? I’m just shocked with San 
Joto’s standards when it comes to appointing a class monitor. If someone like you can 
become the class monitor, I could too!” 

Once those words had left Regina’s mouth, the entire class was taken aback. They 
initially thought that Regina and Nicole had a good relationship, and that Regina had 
specifically requested to be here just so that she could get into Nicole’s good graces. 

In an act that defied expectations, Regina had already gotten into a quarrel with Nicole 
on her first day, leaving many to question her intelligence. As Nicole was the last person 
anyone would want to offend in San Joto, they could not tell if Regina was really 
unaware of the situation or was she just plain stupid. 

Nicole glanced at Regina coldly. “Are you thinking of playing the same tricks like you 
once did? Your dad is not the school’s director here. You won’t be able to bribe the 
teachers here either. If I were you, I’d be good, study hard and stay out of trouble. 
Otherwise, you’ll never know how you’ll die.” 

After uttering the last words, Nicole’s gaze turned dark. 

Everyone could then sense the iciness in the atmosphere, with nobody daring to speak 
up. 

At the same time, Regina felt it too, and she was shocked by it. 

‘How long has it been since this bumpkin moved here? How did she get so powerful?’ 
she wondered. 

However, in Regina’s heart, Nicole would always be that bumpkin who would never be 
able to contest her. 



Thinking of this, Regina snorted. “Although my dad is not the director here, he has a 
partnership going with the Fisher Group. Have you heard of them before? They are so 
much bigger than the Riddle Corporation! With your position, you dare to threaten me? 
Do you really think I’d be scared of you? It 

Nicole raised her eyebrows. She was still wondering if 

Regina had been demoted from her position as class president, or that the Wynn family 
had been chased out of the school’s board of directors. It was inconceivable as to why 
she had made her way to San Joto. 

What was even surprising was the fact that the Wynn family had already established 
connections with the Fisher Group, although the Wynns must be blind to the current 
situation at San Joto. As it stood, the Fisher Group’s biggest rival was the Riddle 
Corporation. Moreover, the Fishers were now smaller in size and scale, and had 
immense difficulty in even challenging the partners of the Riddle Corporation. Perhaps 
the Wynn family, who just entered San Joto’s market, was the only one who though that 
they had landed themselves a gold mine and a protector of sorts. 

Nicole was on the verge of bursting out into laughter upon hearing that. Her only 
thought was that Regina was extremely foolish, as in truth, Regina’s news was really 
outdated. She probably had no clue that the Riddle Corporation had surpassed the 
Fisher Group’s status in just a matter of months. 

“Hah! I really did not expect the Wynn family to establish connections with the Fisher 
Group. It is no wonder that you are speaking to me in such a manner.” Nicole looked at 
Regina coldly, suppressing the urge to laugh out loud. 

And while they were staring each other down, Regina still thought that Nicole was 
surprised by the Wynn family’s progress. 

She then crossed her arms and snorted. “You’re scared now? That’s too late. Let me 
tell you, as long as you’re in the same space as me, I will make sure that you go down. 
You better enjoy your final moments of being a class president!” 

To Regina, this position was soon going to be hers. 

After she had spoken, Regina kept her arms crossed before her chest and walked out 
arrogantly. 

Unexpectedly, the entire class burst out into fits of hysterical laughter after Regina had 
walked out. Even Nicole, who rarely smiled, began to let loose in a fresh gale of 
chuckles because of Regina’s show of idiocy. 

Lulu was laughing so hard that she slammed the table.” Haha! Which village did this 
lady come from? Who is she to challenge Nicole?” 



“Interesting. That’s really interesting! She actually thinks that she can become the class 
president?” June laughed as tears streamed down her face. 

“This is such a rare sight to see!” Bradley exclaimed. 

Indeed, there were still people running around the earth with such an astounding degree 
of blind confidence. It was amusing. 

As of now, the entire class was taking turns mocking Regina. 

Regina, who was in the corridor, overheard the laughter. Unable to help it, she turned 
around out of curiosity. 
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surprised to know who I am? Why are they laughing like that?’ she wondered. 

Based on Regina’s foolishness alone, she would never understand the true reason. 

After an entire day of classes, there were no further interactions between Nicole and 
Regina. 

Initially, Regina was confident about becoming the class president, but after a few 
periods of lessons, she began to lose hope. The pace at the Royal Creek Institute was 
too fast, and Regina could not catch up at all. Soon, she began to grow curious as to 
how Nicole could be so calm and relaxed. After every lesson, Nicole would be reading 
reference books, prompting Regina to become furious. If she really wanted to become 
the class monitor, she had to better manage her own studies first. 

During self-revision time, Regina was sweating buckets while studying. On the other 
hand, Nicole had already stood up, ready to walk out with Bradley, Gary and the rest 
quickly following suit. 

Seeing that Nicole did not even bother with the self-revision period and had left with a 
group of boys, Regina raised her eyebrows, turned to the person in front of her, and 
asked,” Where did they go? Why aren’t they doing their revision?” 

The person sitting in front replied, “Don’t you know? Nicole and the rest are participating 
in a computer competition. That is why they would go to the computer lab for training 
during self-revision periods.” 

Regina could not help herself from widening her eyes upon hearing that. “Computer 
competition? Her?” 



To her, Nicole was nothing but a country bumpkin. At Great Oak, she was known as the 
girl who could only live with her grandmother that wore an old hat. How would she have 
known how to use computers? Yet, in spite of Regina’s aspersions, Nicole had indeed 
joined a computer competition. 

Regina gritted her teeth and spat, ’If she can join, I can as well!” 

The students sitting in front watched how overconfident Regina was, after which they 
burst out laughing. 

‘This kid is truly of a different breed.’ 

“Alright then, you may look for Ms. Emerson to register. The competition has not started 
yet. You might still be able to register,” they said, eager to see how this village bumpkin 
would create a name for herself. 

“Really? I’ll head over now!” Regina stood up, left the classroom and headed straight to 
find Ms. Emerson and sign up for the contest. 

Lulu and June, who had been quiet, clearly overheard Regina’s conversation with those 
sitting in front, whereupon the former turned around and looked at Joyce, “This girl, is 
she right in the head?” 

She actually thought of competing with Nicole on her computer skills? The entire school 
knew that Nicole was a computer genius! 

“Interesting. Should we go to the computer lab and see if anything happens?” June 
wickedly asked. 

All the other students became excited upon hearing that.” Sure, let’s go and see…” 

After a short discussion, everyone sneaked out of the classroom. 

Concurrently, Regina had already registered herself with Ms. Emerson. Although Ms. 
Emerson found it weird that a newly transferred student would register for a computer 
competition, she remembered that Regina might be trying her best to gain approval 
from the students by making the whole class proud. Thus, she agreed to it. 

After Regina had gotten the green light, she immediately discovered where the 
computer lab was at. Then, she pushed the door and entered. 

Seeing that there were students who were still coming in, everyone was shocked. 

When Bradley noticed that it was Regina, he could not help himself from raising his 
brows and mocking, “Why is that ignoramus here in the first place?” 
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strutting in arrogantly, during which she mocked, “It seems that someone can’t wait to 
be humiliated again.” 

Gary, Jack and Wayne turned over to check out what was going on, and they could 
already predict that there would be another drama soon. 

Outside of the computer lab, Lulu and the rest were peeking through the window, 
waiting to witness the drama. 

Regina could feel those eyes watching her, and she still thought that everyone was 
staring at her because of her beauty. So, she unconsciously lifted her chin and greeted 
the teacher. She then mentioned that she was the new student who had just registered 
before taking a seat. 

However, her gaze was directed at Nicole throughout the entire time. Deep down, she 
was comparing herself to Nicole. 

At that moment, Ryder stepped onto the podium. “For today, I’ll still be assigning tasks 
to all of you on behalf of the teacher. Everyone, please hurry up to solve the question. 
Those who manage to solve it may go home early.” 

Regina looked at the handsome Ryder who was standing on the podium, and found him 
irresistible. There was no one as handsome as he was at Great Oak. 

For Regina, she had just been at Royal Creek for a day, and she had already seen quite 
a number of handsome guys. There were a few other good-looking ones in class, but 
they were mostly sitting around Nicole. Perhaps, it was because of her position as class 
president that those guys were trying to get close to her. 

And now, a well-dressed, handsome man was standing right in front of her, one who 
could very well be the teacher’s assistant. Such a senior was very impressive to her, so 
much so that her eyes were glimmering as she was staring at Ryder. 

At that moment, the computer vibrated, and Ryder glanced at the crowd before 
announcing, “Today’s topic has been sent out, try and solve it as soon as possible.” 

It was at this moment that Regina noticed a wall of codes appearing on her computer 
screen, causing her to freeze.’ Didn’t I sign up for a computer competition, so that I can 
learn? Why is my computer down?’ 

At that thought, Regina instinctively raised her hand.” Excuse me, m-my computer is 
broken.” 



Regina turned her gaze to Ryder while her nerves racked her. However, she also felt a 
little excited at being able to catch Ryder’s attention. 

Ryder darted his eyes at Regina, clearly remembering that she was the one who had 
joined a little later. 

He frowned and looked over. “That’s impossible.” 

Then, Ryder approached Regina, noting the black screen filled with coding. 

He could not help but raise his eyebrows, and in a tone indicating annoyance, he said, 
“This is the topic I’ve sent to the lot of you. You’ll have to solve it. Why? Do you not 
know how?” 

Regina became flabbergasted as soon as he had given her his answer. “Huh? You want 
me…to solve…this?” 

Her eyes widened as she did not know what to do at that moment. Her knowledge of 
computers was only limited to surfing the internet and watching dramas. How would she 
know how to solve something this complex? 

“Of course.” Ryder stared at her with a frown. 

Regina instantly blushed out of embarrassment. 

She did not want Ryder to look down on her, so she immediately replied, “l-l got it. I’ll 
try.” 

As those words sounded like they were void of confidence, Bradley mocked, “Based on 
such a response, I guess you don’t know anything about it. Who gave her the 
confidence to even register for this competition?” 

Wayne and Jack, who were on the other side, burst into fresh gales of laughter. 

Meanwhile, Nicole responded with sardonic laughter and looked down at her computer. 
Everyone else was focused on solving the problem, and yet, Nicole was sipping her on 
drink while looking relaxed. 

Gary took a look at Nicole’s computer. “My brother gave us different sets of questions 
as compared to the rest. This is a 

lot harder.” 

In response, Nicole looked at him. “You find it hard?” 

After being questioned in that manner, Gary broke into cold sweat. 



‘Nicole thinks that these questions are easy?’ he panicked. 

After everything that had transpired in the previous session, Ryder had since been 
waiting for this session so that he could square off with Nicole. 

He had spent days on his preparation to create a virus for Nicole to solve, and 
aforementioned virus had been sent to Nicole just then. Gary had watched Ryder in that 
process of creation, and such was why he would know how to solve it. However, he still 
found it difficult. 

To see Nicole being so calm puzzled Gary, and on top of that, he was beginning to 
worry about Ryder. 

 


