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Harvey worked.1 Interesting.’ 

“Go on.” 

Everett curled his lips and continued. “Jared has his business overseas as well, so what 
he actually cares about isn’t the Johnston Group… Since we want to move against him, 
we naturally need to aim for his weak spot…” 

Harvey immediately understood what he meant. “Nicole?” 

He naturally knew that Nicole was Jared’s weakness, but she was also Harvey’s 
weakness at the same time… 

The reason he was at such a disadvantage was because he did not want to touch 
Nicole. The two feints earlier were just him testing Jared’s limits. 

Everett smiled. “I know what you’re thinking, Mr. Harvey. Nicole is Jared’s weakness 
and she is yours too. I won’t touch her, but… the Riddle family is Nicole’s weakness…” 

As soon as Everett said that, Harvey immediately understood him. 

Everett continued to smile sinisterly. “When we grasp his weakness’ weakness… do 
you think Jared would leave the Riddle Corporation to fend for itself? And I know the 
internal secrets of the Riddle Corporation and cracks within it. With 

just the right amount of prodding…” 

Everett had stated his value and that exactly was what Harvey needed now. 

He only cared about Nicole, and had no regard for the Riddle Corporation! 

Moreover, the Riddle family was in such an astronomical rise that it was about to catch 
up to the Ellison family. 

If he could take down the Riddle Corporation, that means the Ellison family would have 
one less enemy, so why not? 

“Not bad, but what’s your plan?” Harvey’s words signified that he had agreed to take 
this cooperation further. 

Everett was extremely gleeful as his lips curled slightly. 

‘Harvey’s already hooked…’ 



“Then let’s just go into detail about the plan. As long as we work together, even 
behemoths like the Riddle Corporation and the Johnston Group can be brought down…” 

A sinister glint appeared in Everett’s eyes as he slowly went through his plan with 
Harvey. 

Harvey listened as his eyes turned gloomy and a sneer appeared across his face. 

‘I never thought that the Riddle family would have such an evil person hiding inside it… 

‘His years of dormancy has now become a tool for his counterattack… 

‘Not bad… 

‘Jared Johnston, just you wait. I’ll soon have you kneeling and begging as you hand 
Nicole over to me with your own two hands!’ 

Back at the Riddle’s residence, Samuel and Spencer had already sent word about 
Nicole’s victory back home, so everyone decided to come back earlier to celebrate the 
occasion. 

Nicole did not expect her family to want to celebrate what she thought was just another 
victory in a competition. 

And Jared also showed no signs of wanting to leave. 

So, the family sat together and had a very happy dinner. 

As Gloria watched Jared dote on Nicole, feeding her this and that, Gloria could not help 
but ask, “Aren’t the two of you going to Panem soon? Have you booked your flight 
tickets yet?” 

“Mom…” Nicole totally did not want to talk about it but Gloria had brought it up. She 
really did not want to face this problem so soon. 

Yet, Jared responded to this. “It’s done. The flight is at nine in the morning on 
Saturday.” 

Nicole’s eyes could not help but widen. 

‘Can this person not be so fast?’ 
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raised their heads, looking a little miffed. 



“Can you not be so hasty?” 

“So early on a Saturday morning. You’re that impatient, Mr. Jared?” 

Jared did not mind that as he pretended not to see their displeasure. He then slowly 
lifted Nicole’s hand up. “Of course. It’s something I’ve been looking forward to, so the 
sooner the better.” 

Nicole looked at Jared’s deep gaze and felt a little embarrassed. 

‘This guy, he’s getting more and more clingy in front of others recently.’ 

Gloria, however, was very pleased. “Good. I’ll help Nicole pack up then. The two of you 
will depart on Saturday morning!” 

At this point, Nicole had already mostly accepted her fate. 

In any case, her parents really wanted to marry her off. 

“Thanks, Aunt Gloria.” Jared let out a satisfied smile. 

Nicole glared at him, and this time, he was really happy. 

Gloria then continued to ask if Jared needed anything else to be settled. As the two 
talked, the matter of the wedding was broached and even Sean and Steve got 
involved… 

Nicole could not help but be impressed. ‘Since when did Jared have almost everyone in 
my family wrapped around his finger?’ 

The dinner was finally done and when Nicole sent Jared away, she could not help but 
rib at him. “You have so many things to do at work but you still have enough time to look 
into marriage. It looks like you’re not busy at all.” 

Jared smiled as he pulled her hand and kissed it. “I’m busy, but nothing is more 
important than you.” 

Nicole’s fingers felt numb as she awkwardly pulled her hand back. “Stop being so 
cheesy.” 

Jared smiled. “Is that so? You need to get used to it then.” 

Nicole rolled her eyes at him. “No way in hell.” 

He then teased her, “We’re about to get married, and once we’re married, we’ll be 
together every day like this.” 



Seeing Jared’s serious look, Nicole’s cheeks felt a little flushed. “You sure have thick 
skin. Get going already.” 

Jared smiled with satisfaction but he then said, “Alright, I’ll be leaving now. See you 
later tonight.” 

Nicole was absolutely embarrassed. “No way!” 

Ever since the last time, Jared would always sneak into her bedroom. It was getting 
really clear that it was not a good thing for the two of them to live so close. 

‘If this goes on, my waist will definitely break.’ 

“Hehe, that depends on my mood.” As he said that, he left, not giving Nicole a chance to 
retort. 

Nicole watched as he walked back to the manor next door and felt gloomy. 

‘This guy… We’re already getting married soon. Can’t he just wait a little?’ 

She would need to put on extra locks on the window tonight. 

Nicole no longer wanted to dwell on this and returned to the living room. 

In the hall, her father and eldest brother seemed to be discussing something about the 
Colton family. 

After dealing with Mr. Howde, many felt that following the Colton family was not 
beneficial in the long term, and some still wanted to work with the Riddle family. 

Daniel was a little hesitant to accept these people. 

After overhearing that, Nicole walked forward and said, “It’s fine if you just accept them. 
After all, anyone who isn’t an enemy on the battlefield is a friend. Accepting them is far 
better than them siding with the Colton family again.” 

When he heard Nicole’s words, Daniel’s doubts were dispelled. “Yeah, makes sense.” 

Sean smiled as he looked at Nicole. He too had such intentions but his father was a 
worrywart, so it was fortunate that his little sister came over to help. 
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and less influential, it seems that they’ll only weaken in the future,” Sean said to Nicole, 
in hopes that she would feel better. 



“I thought so. Ever since they’ve been partnering up with those people, it would be odd 
if they don’t suffer any backlash. I guess now they’re just idling there.” Nicole had 
viewed the Fisher family as a threat to the Riddles before. 

“However, I heard that Fiorella has been discharged from the hospital. Her burns are 
quite severe and she’s planning to go abroad to have them treated with plastic surgery.” 

Nicole snorted coldly. “It’s her own fault. It has nothing to do with me.” 

Sean was worried. “Fiorella is one of the most ruthless members of the Fisher family. 
I’m worried she might come after you again.” 

With cold eyes, Nicole replied, “If she dares to even try, I’ll make her company go under 
with zero chances of recovering.” 

‘From the looks of it, I doubt Fiorella would have any chances of succeeding,’ Nicole 
thought. 

“I believe you can take good care of yourself.” Sean looked at Nicole in relief, knowing 
that Nicole was not afraid of anything. 

“Right now, you can get married without any worries. You can leave the rest to us.” 

Nicole nodded. ‘The problems at home are almost resolved. Now there’s only The 
Brave left…’ 

While Nicole was thinking, she suddenly heard Spencer and Samuel trotting in, bringing 
durians into the living room. The pungent smell made Nicole feel queasy. 

Before Nicole could get the words out of her mouth, she subconsciously covered her 
nose and rushed into the toilet. Spencer and Samuel were stunned as they looked in 
the direction Nicole had dashed before awkwardly asking,” What’s wrong with her?” 

Sean could not help casting a blank look at the two of them. “It must be the horrendous 
smell of the durian. It’s killing people.” 

Samuel immediately blamed himself. “Huh? I thought she would like it…” 

“Yeah, I’ve never heard of her not liking durian,” Spencer said as he had thought to 
share a piece with Nicole, but she had yet to come back. 

Nicole found herself not having the urge to vomit anymore. The feeling was quite bizarre 
as she had never experienced something like it before. ‘I used to like durian but now 
smelling it led me to have this reaction?’ 



Just thinking of durian had made Nicole avoid the living room area and went straight 
back to her room. It was not long until this matter was completely forgotten. 

The next day, the school’s festival was finally onto its final stage. The university campus 
had completed their set up while the high school campus was under Nicole and 
Harvey’s management. Due to reducing contact with Harvey, Nicole had sent out topic 
selections for each of the classes to have them handle it. To her surprise, she did not 
expect that Harvey had done nothing to contribute. Nicole would rather single-handedly 
manage the entire event herself than interact with Harvey. 

Nicole had called on Spencer, Samuel, Lulu, and June over for instructions. The five of 
them started working over from the first class. Nicole went to check how things were 
progressing while Spencer and Samuel went over to oversee the need for further 
arrangement and guided the guys to work. Then June and Lulu taught the girls to 
customize clothes and dye fabric. 

After working all morning, several people were exhausted. Nicole invited everyone over 
to the cafeteria to have lunch together. 

Spencer and Samuel focused their attention entirely on the consuming food. 

On the other hand, June could not help complaining, “Did the university campus do it on 
purpose? In previous years, the university campus would take on the supervision and 
management, but why did they change it this year?” 

Nicole said coldly, “It’s because of the high school president that spoke up, so it’s 
normal that they aren’t in charge of anything.” 

Nicole had not participated in the previous years, so she had no idea that events like 
this had always been under the university campus’ management. Thus, she just 
brushed it off. 

As Nicole was immersed in her thoughts, a sarcastic voice suddenly came behind her. 
“Well, well, well, if it isn’t the president of the student council! I heard the president went 
to supervise the preparations for the festival this morning. It’s hard work, isn’t it?” 
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face turn ice cold, and she did not have to turn her head to know who it was. 

Harvey walked around her table and glanced at the people around her. He had not 
expected Nicole to avoid him to this extent. ‘It seems like she would rather suffer alone 
than be by my presence.’ 



Harvey had assumed that she would ultimately give up when she was swamped with 
work, not expecting that she was capable of handling so many things at once, including 
the festival preparation at the university campus. 

Nicole saw that he was testing her patience, not wanting to leave. She replied 
indifferently, “Well, without the vice president’s hard work and participation, am 
assuming you were super busy with the university campus’ preparations? The high 
school campus only took one day to have everything prepared, compared to the 
geniuses over at the university campus. You must’ve worked so hard.” Nicole had said 
this with the implication to mock Harvey’s ability. 

Harvey was neither annoyed or angry. Instead he responded with a smile on his lips, 
“Of course. For the president’s clarity, procrastinating can be a good thing as long as it 
doesn’t create any trouble before the big day. After all, if something goes wrong during 
the festival then the one losing reputation is Royal Creek.” 

Nicole glared at Harvey’s pompousness. She could not help but sarcastically say, “If we 
go according to your perspective, the vice president cares so much about our school. 
Then why didn’t you help out the rest? Now that I’m mentioning it, isn’t it a bit too late?” 

Nicole did not give him a chance to refute. She shook her head. “The president of the 
student council does have a way with words. Whatever you’ve said is right. We’re just 
normal student councils. Do we still need to be supervised so heavily? The school 
festival is in two days. Don’t mess it up.” 

After hearing that, Harvey immediately turned around and walked away fuming. 

“Two-faced dick.” Lulu rolled her eyes at Harvey. “He was so nice to you before. Why 
has he become a new person entirely?” 

Nicole stayed silent for a moment. “Perhaps because I stole the president position from 
him.” 

Spencer and Samuel overheard what Nicole said and were fuming. “Has he always 
been that stingy? Over a silly campaign, was it necessary?” 

Samuel could not help being angry. Nicole did not say anymore. Everyone at the table 
knew that as of now, Harvey was not one of her friends now. 

After finishing their meal, everyone continued working and improving their work 
throughout the afternoon. Nicole did not want Harvey to be breathing down her neck, so 
she did every job thoroughly. 

Two days later, on a Friday, Royal Creek’s festival began. It happened yearly, where 
they open their gates to the public, to attract the public and let them learn more about 



Royal Creek. The festival was very lively. Many media outlets came to report on the day 
itself. 

Attendees had to register themselves through a QR code given at the gate for 
admission before they could enter the school and enjoy various fun-filled activities. 

The university students were well knowledgeable of what to do, while the high school 
students were able to cope with attending to the attendees. Due to Nicole’s advance 
preparation, they did it with ease. 

Mr. Ellison was walking around the field with both Nicole and Harvey in tow, his face 
filled with satisfaction of the activity booths that were set up by both campuses. 

“This year’s festival has really saved a lot of money on the resources, and it’s even 
more lively than the previous years. You two have done well. Good job!” Mr. Ellison 
looked at the results with pride, paying more attention to Nicole. 

Before, when Stanley did not have the time to take care of the school internal affairs, he 
would mostly leave it to Harvey to handle the affairs. Stanley was afraid that Harvey 
might be busy too, so Nicole coming to help in the participation in the election had really 
won Mr. Ellison’s favor. 

“It’s nothing,” Nicole responded nonchalantly. The ideas for the school festival were all 
Harvey’s ideas and by right, the 

credit should be given to Harvey. 

Harvey smiled and looked at his grandfather. “Nicole and I have cooperated very well 
this time which is why we achieved such brilliant results.” 

Mr. Ellison had known that Harvey and Nicole had a rough patch, but he was happy to 
see them cooperating well for the school festival. ‘If Nicole weren’t engaged to Jared, 
they would be a good match.’ 

Mr. Ellison faked his smile. “Yes, it seems like you both have great teamwork together. 
You should help each other out more in the future.” 

With a calm smile, Harvey said, “Yeah, we know.” 
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even bat an eyelash when he lies through his teeth.’ 

Nicole nodded her head indifferently, and said, “Yeah.” 



Mr. Elliot and the teachers went around to make sure there were no issues before 
heading back to their office. The school’s festival was managed by the main members 
of the student union which Nicole was a part of. Harvey did not leave Nicole’s side and 
walked side-by-side with her toward the sea of students. 

Nicole did not speak up and he enjoyed the moment of being by her side. There were 
limited days that he would be able to enjoy being beside her. Nicole quickened her pace 
as she tried to expand the distance from Harvey. However, Harvey was quick to notice 
and kept close. 

The two of them walking around had raised questions among passersby. 

“Woah, the school’s ‘it’ girl and guy, walking together side by side…” 

“They’re such a good match…” 

“Right?! They look so good together.” 

Everyone around them was discussing them. Harvey looked smug, while Nicole looked 
distressed. 

‘These people must be blind, if they think this is right,’ Nicole thought. 

“I’m going to keep an eye on the high school students. Vice President, I’m afraid I’ll 
have to trouble you to keep an eye on the university students.” 

Harvey noticed that Nicole was finding ways to shoo him away. He did not fret. Instead 
he called Edwin and two other people over. “You guys go ahead. I’ll follow our president 
here since it’s her first year handling this event.” 

“Alright then…” Edwin felt that something was off with Harvey. He could not put his 
thumb on what it was, neither did he have the position to refute. Edwin could only nod 
and leave with the others. 

Nicole, who noticed Harvey was being unreasonably shameless, sneered. “Since the 
Vice President gives so much care and attention to the school’s festival, you can take 
charge of it. I’m a little tired so I’ll be heading home to have a rest.” 

Harvey felt his eye bags get darker. “Well, it’s definitely not a problem. However, if there 
were any problems, I won’t be able to solve them immediately…” 

“You…” 

‘This guy is so darn devious,’ Nicole thought. Since there was no other way around this, 
Nicole turned around to leave, walking around to supervise the festival. Walking behind 
her was Harvey who was as proud as a peacock. 



Harvey did not care whether Nicole hated him or not. He just wanted the feeling of 
contentment around her. Just like that, Nicole was followed around by Harvey until 
noon. 

Nicole was very tired. She wanted to have a rest and eat some Chinese food. 

“President, the class representatives of the student unions are exhausted. Why don’t we 
stop and have lunch together?” suggested Harvey. 

‘This bastard is now making lunch an excuse to stay together longer?’ 

“Sorry, it’s just that I feel sick to my stomach whenever I see a certain someone’s face. 
You can go eat with them in my stead.” After saying that, Nicole did not give Harvey a 
chance to refute. She turned around and left. 

Harvey followed behind Nicole closely in a calm manner. “In that case, how about you 
and I go get some Chinese food together?” 

Nicole could not help glaring at him through the side of her eyes. ‘Is he not aware that 
he’s the one making me sick?’ 
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puke everything out.” 

After having seen a restroom, Nicole became silent and made an immediate beeline for 
the women’s restroom. 

‘I doubt he’ll still be able to follow me this time!’ she thought. 

Harvey glanced at the icon on the women’s restroom, shaking his head. 

‘It seems that I’m not going to succeed this time. I’ll let her go for her lunch,’ Harvey 
thought as he turned around to leave the place. 

Nicole came out of the restroom after a while, and just as she was about to leave, she 
bumped into the duo of Ryder and Gary who had just exited the men’s bathroom. 

The eyes of the two brothers lit up the instant they saw Nicole. “Nicole? What are you 
doing here?” 

Nicole shot them each a glance and asked, “You two. Do you always go to the restroom 
together?” 



The two brothers looked at each other in embarrassment.” Um, we happened to bump 
into each other by coincidence…” 

Nicole gave them both a look with one of her brows raised.” I’m guessing that the both 
of you did not wish to participate in the school’s festival and had deliberately came here 
to get away.’ 

Nicole then frowned. “As the president of the student council, I must criticize the both of 
you. The other students are out there trying their best to accommodate the guests and 
recruit more students for the school event, while you two are here. You’re both students 
here too, so how can you just hide in the bathroom and do nothing?” 

Once again, the brothers looked at each other in embarrassment. “I mean, even though 
we are also the sons of the Finley family?” 

“Many of the people who came here today know us well…” 

The guests that had attended the festival today were also carefully selected, and most 
were upstanding model students as well as children of distinguished families. 

However, the entire festival had become an absolute chore for the Finley brothers. 

Nicole raised her eyebrows, realizing that they were both telling the truth. 

She took a deep breath, unable to relate. “Forget it. Since it’s lunch break, you can have 
a rest. However, you must go back to your classes and help out with the participation.” 

“Okay.” The Finley brothers nodded dejectedly. 

Passersby could not believe their eyes when they saw that the Finley brothers were 
obeying Nicole Riddle. After much careful observation, they noticed the red armband on 
her arm, and that was when they realized she was the president of the student council. 

“I’ll be off now. I’m going to go grab a meal, you guys can go ahead.” Nicole nodded and 
began walking off without another word. 

She just wanted to grab her lunch and catch a little break. 

As soon as they heard that Nicole was going off to have her lunch, the duo of Ryder and 
Gary looked at each other and said, “We’re going to eat too. Why don’t we have lunch 
together?” 

Nicole glanced at the two of them. “I want to go grab a drink from the cafe opposite of 
our school.” 



Though Jared did not go to the cafe often, Nicole still liked grabbing a cup of coffee from 
that place whenever she was free. 

“We were planning to go there too,” Gary said almost immediately. 

Ryder was stunned for a moment before returning to his senses. ‘They didn’t mention 
where they were heading to earlier, but I guess that’s okay. The cafe there serves 
delicious food.’ 

“Since it’s on the way, let’s go there together,” Ryder invited. 

Nicole did not want to go anywhere else. ‘If they want to go there too, sure. Why not?’ 

Soon, the three of them were on their way to the cafe together. 

‘I haven’t seen Claus in such a long time,’ Nicole thought. 

Nicole’s eyes lit up as she locked eyes with Claus, who was there. 

“Ms. Riddle! What brings you here?” he asked. 

“Yeah! I’ll have the usual.” Nicole said, easily finding a place to sit down after she had 
ordered. 

“Okay,” Claus nodded, before turning to Ryder and Gary. 

“What are you drinking?” Claus asked. 

He could not help being a little cold toward the Finley brothers. Though Claus was 
aware that they were the Finley brothers, he did not take much of a liking for them. 

“Two cups of latte,” Ryder causally ordered. 

“Three servings of steak,” Gary said. 
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had ordered a steak for Nicole. 

He had been ordered to keep an eye out for Nicole, to prevent any of the other men 
from making any advances on her. ‘This kid even ordered food for Nicole?’ 

Claus thought about it and looked at Nicole with a haughty expression. “Miss Riddle. Do 
you want the steak?” 



Nicole shook her head. “No, just give me some pasta and some desserts after.” 

“Okay!’ Claus said loudly, after which he repeated the order.” Two steaks, one pasta, 
three coffees, and two desserts. I’ll be right back!” 

Then, Claus turned around and left. 

Ryder and Gary could not help but look at each other with their brows raised in 
suspicion after that interaction. “What’s the matter with that guy?” 

“Shouldn’t he be giving us what we want after we’ve made our order? Why did he ask 
Nicole about it so specifically before removing one of our orders?” 

“I’m a regular customer here, he knows what I want and what I don’t want. You guys 
don’t have to worry about it,” Nicole said. 

“Oh…” Ryder and Gary nodded and took their seats opposite of Nicole. 

Gary noticed Nicole’s tired complexion and asked, “I see you’ve been making rounds to 
the classes today. Are you tired?” 

Nicole shot Gary a glance and sighed. “Yeah.” 

Having to organize these sorts of festivals was more tiring than delegating duties to 
others, and there were way too many people for Nicole to manage. Slowly but surely, 
she was beginning to regret her choice of running for president of the student council. 

“I know you’ve been busy with Spencer, Samuel, and Lulu the day before. If you require 
additional manpower, you can let us know,” Gary sincerely offered. 

Ryder looked at Gary. 

He had never seen his brother being so proactive in his life prior to this. ‘I guess he is 
willing to make an exception for Nicole.’ 

Nicole nodded as she noted Gary’s sincerity. “I know, but there’s no need for that. After 
today, it’ll be over for good.” 

Nicole desperately wanted to end this sort of student activity quickly so that she could 
take a long rest. 

‘Tomorrow’s…a Saturday. I’ve got a flight at nine in the morning,’ Nicole sighed as she 
recalled her schedule. 

As it turned out, there were now even more things that necessitated a rush. 



“There are still plenty of things to be done after the festival has ended. Some items 
require recycling after, so you can leave them to us,” Gary offered, as he noticed that 
Nicole was exhausted. 

Nicole raised her eyebrows. “Recycled?” 

‘Why does a school event have to be this exhausting?’ 

“Of course. I participated in the student union in high school before, so I know these 
procedures well.” 

Ever since he entered university, Gary had no time to participate in student councils 
anymore, solely concentrating his time on studying computers. However, he had not 
forgotten about the procedures concerning school events. 

Then again, it would be shameless of Nicole to bother Spencer and Samuel once more, 
especially after they had been helping her out for two days straight. ‘They must be dead 
tired.’ 

As Ryder and Gary had offered to help, Nicole simply agreed. “Okay. In that case, I’ll 
leave the work to you guys after the festival has ended.” 

‘It’s better to leave this to them than to trouble my brothers again,’ she thought. 

“Don’t mention it.” Gary immediately nodded in agreement, with a happy expression on 
his face. 

He was glad that he was able to help Nicole out. 

Ryder, on the other hand was watching, anticipating how things would pan out for Gary 
later upon seeing that he was excited to return to running errands for the student union. 

‘If it was not for him, I would not have agreed,’ Ryder thought as he was glad he was 
able to lighten Nicole’s burden. 

It did not take long for the waiter to bring them their coffee and their lunch. Nicole took a 
sip of her coffee with a satisfied expression on her face. 

Sure enough, it was only Jared’s coffee that could temporarily provide her temporary 
ease, relieving her of all her worries and troubles, even if just for a moment. 

“The coffee here is really good,’ Ryder commented with a smile on his face. 

“I’ve been frequenting this place ever since it opened, but I still don’t know who the 
owner of this joint is. Before this, no one was allowed to set up a cafe directly facing 
Royal Creek, n 



Gary became embarrassed for a moment, whereupon he turned to his brother and said, 
“This cafe belongs to the Johnston Group.” 

If it was not for Jared who had informed Gary about it in person, he would have never 
have found out about it either. 

Ryder was taken aback. “The Johnstons?” 
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direction. 

Then, something clicked in Ryder’s mind. ‘Is it possible that the owner of this cafe is 
Jared?! In which case, wouldn’t Nicole be the proprietress of this place?!’ 

The thought that was racing across his mind almost made Ryder spit his mouthful of 
coffee out. 

Still, he forced himself to swallow the coffee before coughing out loud. “Really?” 

Gary nodded with a serious look on his face. 

“So, that’s why you know the store manager so well,” Ryder said awkwardly. 

‘It would be weird if he didn’t know the taste and preferences of his boss’ wife well. It 
won’t be wise for him to mix it all up,’ he thought. 

Nicole noticed the weird behavior among the two brothers, and that was when she 
guessed that Ryder knew about her relationship with Jared. 

Therefore, she did not deny it. “Yeah.” 

Ryder looked at Nicole in embarrassment, not expecting her to answer it so plainly. 

‘If this were someone else, they would be over the moon to own such a huge cafe,* 
Ryder thought to himself. 

Ryder then stopped talking, as he felt that Claus had been staring at him. He lowered 
his head and continued eating. 

Nicole had her coffee and lunch in peace. Soon after, the three of them had finished 
their lunch, and were eating the dessert that Nicole had shared with them. 

‘I had never dreamed of the day when my idol shares her desserts with me.’ The two 
brothers were overjoyed. 



With that in mind, Ryder could not help but say, “This is on me.” 

‘To be able to buy my idol lunch is a dream come true,’ Ryder thought. 

Nicole shook her head, “There’s no need for that. I don’t pay when I eat here.” 

This implied that, since the duo had followed her to the cafe, there was no need for 
them to pay for the meal. Gary glanced at Ryder before the two of them understood 
what that meant at once, with the two of them almost forgetting that it belonged to 
Jared. 

Then, as they were both thinking, they felt a strong gust of wind behind them. The 
Finley brothers spun around and saw a man in a windbreaker jacket making his 
entrance through the door. His gaze was strong and stern as he stared at the two of 
them before he made a beeline for their table. 

Gary looked at Jared and thought, ‘Never have I thought I’d see Jared for lunch…’ 

On the other hand, Ryder seemed to have sensed that things 

were not going to be so simple. Jared’s battered appearance indicated that he had 
made his way here on purpose. Nicole was also very surprised as she had not expected 
Jared to turn up at the cafe during lunch hour. 

“What are you doing here?” Nicole looked at Jared with a gentle smile. 

The smile in question was something both Ryder and Gary had never seen before, in 
that it was something so pure. 

Both Gary and Ryder turned to look at each other. 

‘It seems that Nicole would only show her vulnerable side to Jared.’ 

Seeing that, both Gary and Ryder felt an abrupt surge of jealousy as they watched 
Nicole smile at Jared. 

Jared instantly recognized the Finley brothers and his voice turned cold. “Aren’t these 
two gentlemen from the Finley family? Are you close to my fiancee?” 

‘If Claus had not given me a heads up, I wouldn’t have known that Nicole was having 
lunch with these guys. I mean, it’s okay to have lunch, but with these two? This lady 
can’t seem to give me a break!’ Jared thought to himself. 
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and Ryder felt the overwhelming presence looming over them. 

However, Gary tried his best to resist Jared’s presence nonetheless, and in a tone 
indicative of his dissatisfaction, he replied, “Nicole and I are classmates. Isn’t it normal 
for us to know each other well?” 

Seeing how headstrong Gary was, Jared looked at Ryder and mocked, “Then, is Ryder 
classmates with Nicole too?” 

Ryder did not know how to explain himself, and as such, he could only reply awkwardly, 
“We joined a competition a few days back. I guess we can be considered as 
teammates.” 

After all, the three of them were in a team. This, it was not wrong for him to refer to 
himself as one of Nicole’s teammates. 

However, Jared felt as though the two of them were simply giving excuses. 

The Finley brothers were really timid people. It was obvious that both of them had 
feelings for Nicole, and yet, they could have a meal with Nicole together. This made 
others wonder what their actual feelings were. 

At that moment, Nicole could tell that Jared was unhappy. Initially, Nicole was quite 
surprised to see him, but it puzzled her as to why he would see green so suddenly the 
instant he arrived. 

Seeing that Ryder and Gary were done with their meal, Nicole said, “The both of you 
can head back first. I’d like some time alone with my fiance. Is that fine?” 

Nicole’s words made the Finley brothers feel sad. Once her fiance appeared, she had 
become totally unavailable to them. 

Yet, Ryder could still find it in himself to be cordial about it.” Sure, we’ll leave the both of 
you alone.” 

Then, he turned around and dragged Gary out without giving him a chance to speak. 

Jared watched them leave. 

Then, he turned back and looked at Nicole unhappily. “It’s one thing for you to have 
lunch without me. However, you just had to string those two stalkers along?” 

Nicole raised her eyebrows. “Jared Johnston, you b*stard! You’re getting better and 
better at being jealous now. 



They’re just my schoolmates, and it was a coincidence that they wanted to dine in here 
too. Wouldn’t it be even weirder if we split tables?” 

Jared knew that Nicole did not have such intentions. But to Jared, the feelings the two 
men had for her were clear as day. 

“Fortunately, we’re getting registered tomorrow. Otherwise, I will never be at peace for 
the rest of my life,” he said. 

Jared was not at ease, knowing that his own woman was perfect in every way, and that 
countless eyes were on her. 

At the mention of tomorrow, the look on Nicole’s face darkened. “How dare you mention 
it? You booked such an early flight. I thought of sleeping in a little later.” 

In fact, Nicole did not intend to get registered so soon. 

However, Jared replied with a smile, “Don’t worry, I can stay in your room tonight and 
be your personal alarm.” 

“Go away!” Nicole yelled, not giving him any opportunity to have another sleepover in 
her room anymore. “I’m telling you, I’ve changed the locks for the balcony door. You 
won’t be able to come in anymore. Don’t bother trying.” 

Jared suddenly whipped a key out. “I know. I’ve cracked it open with this key.” 

“You!” 

Indeed, he was a truly shameless man. If anything, it seemed that Jared had secretly 
taken Nicole’s key when they were together and duplicated it. 

“So, you better wake up on time tomorrow. Otherwise, I’ll come over tonight,” Jared 
whispered into Nicole’s ear in a threatening tone. 

Nicole could not help but bite her lower lip. “You filthy man! Hmph!” 

‘Forget it! I’ll just wake up by myself. It’s a lot better than being woken up by him,’ she 
thought. 

“I’m only filthy when I’m with you.” Jared smiled. 

At that moment, Claus, who had been attentive from the get go, served Jared a lunch 
platter and a cup of coffee. 

Nicole was stunned, “You haven’t had lunch?” 



“Of course. My fiancee was busy having lunch with others but not me,” Jared replied 
playfully. 

Hearing that, Nicole was at a loss for words. “Fine. I’ll keep you company right now.” 

Jared pursed his lips. Happy at last, he began eating his lunch. 

As the two of them had not had lunch together for a while, that meal was extremely 
satisfying for Jared. 

After lunch, Jared reluctantly sent Nicole back to the school’s entrance. 

Nicole also felt sad having to part with Jared. “Okay. Drive safe.” 

“Will do.” Jared nodded. 

Then, he kissed Nicole on the forehead without an ounce of care as to where they were. 
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Indeed, it was, but Jared had paid it no mind and had gone in fora kiss just like that. 

“So what? You’re going to be my wife soon. Do I have to bother about what other 
people think when I kiss my wife?” Jared asked, feeling unbothered. 

Hearing that, Nicole was almost rendered speechless.” That’s enough. I’m not in the 
mood to talk to you.” 

Then, she walked into the school, looking crestfallen. ‘This b* stard always acts like that. 
I’ll have to be wary of him next time.’ 

Noticing how skittish Nicole was, Jared got into the car happily. ‘ Let’s head to the 
office.” 

“Alright.” Max replied and started the car engine. 

Soon, however, Max received a call. Mr. Johnston, it seems that there’s an issue at the 
Riddle Corporation.” 

Jared frowned a little. “Turn around and make our way to the Riddle Corporation.” 

Since Max had mentioned to Jared that there was a problem, Jared must not take the 
matter lightly and brush it off. 



“Noted.” Max nodded, after which he immediately turned around and went straight to the 
Riddle Corporation. 

That long day consisting of celebrations for the school’s anniversary had finally come to 
an end. After school was dismissed, everyone got busy again. Luckily, Gary and Ryder 
kept their promise and showed upto help. Furthermore, Samuel and Spencer were with 
Nicole the entire time too. Therefore, the job was made a lot easier for Nicole. 

However, it was already past seven by the time they were done with everything. The 
sun had already set when they reached home. 

Samuel massaged his back after he got down from the car.” Today was such a tiring 
day.” 

Spencer heaved a sigh. “It was the same for me too. I do not wish to participate in the 
school’s anniversary celebrations anymore. Not even next year.” 

Looking at how tired her two brothers were, Nicole said,” Thank you Samuel and 
Spencer. I’ll repay the both of you properly when I’m back during the weekend.” 

Hearing that, Samuel hurriedly replied, “That was not what I meant. You’re the one who 
worked the hardest today. We were just there to assist you.” 

Samuel was genuinely worried about Nicole, as she was extremely busy that day. 

Nicole could tell that her brothers were genuinely concerned about her, and so, she 
smiled. “Don’t worry, it’s just one day. You’ll be fine after a resting up for the weekend.” 

“Yeah.” Spencer nodded. 

However, when he recalled that Nicole and Jared were getting married the next day, his 
face darkened. But you’ll have to go to Panem this weekend. You’re going to be so 
tired.” 

‘It was all Jared’s fault for rushing everything this time. Did he have to be in such a rush 
to marry Nicole?’ Spencer wondered. 

Whenever Nicole thought of the matter, she would feel a sense of heaviness in her 
heart. Although she really liked Jared, the thought of getting married would give her this 
strange feeling. This had led her to think that she might have a fear of marriage. It 
seemed to her that something would change after they got married. 

“Let’s go and have our dinner first.” 

After Nicole had spoken, she brought her two brothers in. But once she entered the 
house, the vibe in the living room felt heavy. Something just felt…off. 



The butler came over and asked, “Ms. Nicole, have you had dinner?” 

In response, Nicole said, “Not yet. You may prepare something.” 

“Alright, I’ll get the kitchen to prepare some.” 

Nicole nodded. Then, she brought the brothers into the living room. 

“Mom, dad, what happened? Why are the both of you looking so moody?” Nicole 
approached her parents and asked in a low voice. 

Gloria was not in the position to say much, and so, she only replied, “There was an 
issue at the company, and we almost got into trouble today.” 

Nicole frowned. “What happened?” 

Daniel sighed and said, “Because of the split, the tax bureau came and went through 
our accounts. Since we’re going through the process of separation, Uncle Dillon’s 
department accounts were found to have not been cleared. So, the head office was 
affected too.” 

An issue with the accounts was not a matter of minor significance. Nicole had already 
known earlier on that Dillon’s accounts had some glaring problems. That was the 
reason as to why she wanted the company to split up. 

Yet, she did not expect the tax bureau to pay them a visit before they could split up. 

“Why did they suddenly come over for an inspection?” Nicole asked, confident with her 
sixth sense that something was fishy about this incident. 

 


