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Nicole thought to herself as she accepted the reality of the situation and
followed Jared into the restaurant.

The restaurant’s ambience instantly relaxed Nicole as she allowed herself to
sink into the atmosphere.

As soon as Jared sat down, he heard someone calling out to him in a tone of
surprise.

“Mr. Johnston!”
Soon, an attractive looking woman stood before them.

Jared shot her a glance before taking a look at the menu and handing it to
Nicole.

“Order whatever you feel like eating. The dishes here should fit your palate,”
Jared said.

Nicole flipped through the menu, though she could not keep her mind from
wandering off to the thought of the woman she had just met. ‘Who is the girl?
It seems that they are pretty close to each other, but she isn’t in his list of
contacts. There’s no reason as to why that is, unless she’s not important.’

“Mr. Johnston, who is this?” the woman asked, noticing that Jared seemed to
be really concerned about the woman sitting in front of him.

Tve been around Jared quite frequently for the past five years, but never have
| seen another woman like her around him, let alone one whom he would
display so much affection to. This is interesting,” the woman thought.

“My wife,” Jared coldly replied.

“You’re married? How was | not aware of that?” she asked, her startled voice
becoming louder.

In response, Jared frowned, and a hint of irritation crossed his eyes. “Just do
your job properly. There’s no need for you to poke your nose into my personal
affairs.”



The woman quickly snapped out of it, and with her face as pale as a sheet,
she apologized, “I'm sorry, | was just a little perplexed earlier. | shall excuse
myself now.”

After she had spoken, the woman quickly turned around and left, not wanting
to stay in the room for a second longer in fear of provoking Jared’s ire.

The woman was in shock when she discovered the truth about Jared being
married, hence her inability to keep herself composed, leading her to blurt the
guestion out by accident. Jared had never permitted anyone to discuss the
matters of his personal life, not even in private. It had become an unspoken
rule, which had seen unanimous understanding among the employees at
Johnston Group.

Tve been in this company for five years, and I've been by his side for the
longest time. Yet, | have never seen him with a woman by his side or heard

mentions of him being married. He didn’t even have a girlfriend, so where did
this ‘wife’ of his come from?’ the woman thought to herself.

As she reached for the door, she turned back and glanced at Nicole while
gritting her teeth. Then, she left.

After Nicole had finished ordering, she gave Jared a slight glance, “Admirer?”
“‘Administrative secretary,” Jared explained.

‘Iris is great at her job. Doesn’t talk much and has worked for us for quite
some time now, but to be my admirer...?’ Jared thought to himself.

He was uncertain if it was true, but he did not put it to heart, as he was over
the moon upon noting Nicole’s jealousy.

A hint of playfulness was present in Jared’s eyes as he asked in a deep voice,
“Why? Are you jealous?”

Nicole looked away awkwardly. “Who? Me? Jealous? As if.”
“‘Really?” Jared raised his eyebrows a little.
A playful glint was present in his eye as he looked at her.

Nicole felt shy as Jared had seen right through her.



She lowered her head and stared at the menu while muttering, “Well, your
business has nothing to do with me.”

“Nothing to do with you? You’re my wife. Though it's possible that she’s one of
my admirers, aren’t you supposed to tell them to knock it off?” Jared chuckled,
noticing that Nicole was avoiding any attempts to discuss the topic.

“Stop. Don’t go around telling people that I'm your wife when this matter has
yet to be resolved,” said Nicole.

‘Until my memories have been fully recovered, there will be no definite way of
telling what’s to come,’ Nicole thought.

“We have a marriage certificate, so you are my legal wife,” Jared smiled. ‘And
this will never change.’
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Nicole’s cheeks flushed a deep shade of red, unable to muster an appropriate
response to Jared’s words. She was afraid that he would continue to tease
her.

Nicole had noticed the stare of the woman when her eyes were on Jared,
inferring that they did not share an ordinary superior and subordinate
relationship. Nicole was uncomfortable about it, and that was why she had
brought it up to question. However, Nicole did not anticipate that Jared would
laugh at her and accuse her of being jealous, a charge which had left her
feeling embarrassed.

Perhaps I'll be able to validate the truth of our relationship the day | recover
my memories, but then again, | don'’t really care about these things. Until then,
| can help him lessen his number of admirers,’ Nicole thought.

Jared, on the other hand, was in a good mood even after dinner was over.

‘Though Nicole did not directly admit that she was jealous, | can see that she
still has feelings for me. So far so good. Looks like we're making progress,’
Jared thought.

The two of them then returned to Riddle’s residence.



“Mommy, did you go on a date with daddy?” Lana joyfully rushed over at full
speed as soon as Nicole entered the living room.

Noticing that her parents were watching TV with both Nolan and Lana, Nicole
asked, “Mom, Dad? Why are you guys still awake?”

“‘Nolan and Lana wanted to wait for you guys to come home. It’s still early so
we decided to watch some TV to kill time while we wait for you guys to come
home,” Gloria replied with a smile.

‘Mommy, how was the date with daddy?” Lana raised her head.

She was the one who had insisted on waiting for her parents to come home.

Nicole patted Lana on her head and corrected her. “It's not a date. Mommy
and daddy had adult things to deal with, so we had to come home a little late.”

Lana, being the clever girl she was, turned to ask Jared, * Daddy, did you and
mommy go on a date? Mommy doesn’t want to admit it.”

The corners of Nicole’s lip twitched a little as she helplessly warned, “Lana?”
‘This girl is getting more and more out of control,” Nicole thought.

Jared smiled and nodded as he agreed, “Yeah.”

Satisfied, Lana smugly raised her chin. “I knew it.”

“You don’t know anything, stupid.” Nolan snorted in dismay before trotting his
way upstairs.

Nicole sighed when she saw Nolan reacting that way. She then gave Jared a
blank look, hoping that Jared would be more considerate toward Nolan’s
feelings.

‘There are things that can only be accepted with the passing of time. On top of
that, he told the kids that we went on a real date instead of a casual dinner
together,” she thought.

“He will have to accept it sooner or later.” Jared frowned, feeling that he
should not be hiding this from them.



‘The kids have the right to know. Not to mention | am their father, and we will
be living together from now on anyway,’ he thought.

“‘Mommy, I’'m not stupid. Nolan is.” Lana pouted.
Mommy should be with daddy. He is stupid for being angry,” Lana thought.

“Alright, it's almost time. Since you guys are back, you can put the kids to
bed.” Gloria said, signaling Nicole to go ahead and console the young boy.

She felt sorry for Nolan, but she also agreed with Jared’s reasoning.

”

After that, Jared carried Lana in his arms and said, “Right. Off we go to bed.
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Lana upstairs in his arms. She bit her lip before following them up from
behind.

After everyone had left, Gloria sighed and worriedly asked, ” Will Nolan be
alright?”

“‘No,” Daniel comforted. “But he’ll eventually realize that it is best to have both
of his parents together.”

Gloria nodded a little, not expecting Nolan to have such strong feelings of
rejection toward Jared.

“Let’s not think about it anymore. Let’s go to bed,” Daniel suggested.
“Okay, let’s go.”

Daniel and Gloria then went upstairs to get their rest. The once lively
atmosphere had suddenly become gloomy.

Daniel had noticed that Gloria was upset, and that was why he had changed
the subject in an attempt to calm her down.

The next day, the sun shone bright and high in the sky. The members of the
Riddle family were awake and had gathered in the dining room for breakfast.
Nolan seemed to be feeling much better too, which was a relief for Gloria.



After breakfast was over, both Nicole and Jared sent the twins to
kindergarten.

“‘Bye mommy! Bye daddy!” Lana bade her parents farewell with an
affectionate tone in her voice.

“‘Bye mommy! Bye Uncle Jared.” Nolan followed suit, though he deliberately
addressed Jared by the title of ‘uncle’, and in a louder volume than usual too.

Jared frowned at him. ‘This little brat.’

Overall, Jared was quite relieved that Nolan was being respectful. However,
he found his action a little worrying.

After sending the kids off to kindergarten, Jared dropped Nicole off at the
Riddle Corporation. He watched her as she walked in, the smile in his eyes
gradually dissolving before his poker face returned.

“Mr. Johnston, there’s someone tailing Mrs. Johnston,” Max reported in a low
voice.

Jared’s eyes narrowed, and his voice became icy as he asked, “Who is it?”

“I've checked, and though there was no concrete evidence to determine who it
was, all of the clues point to Everett. | am certain that it was him who had
given the orders,” Max replied.

Jared was not surprised. After all, Mr. Walker had just been sacked by Nicole,
severing Damien’s influence at the HQ completely. It would be impossible
forthem to go down in shame and without a fight.

“‘Keep an eye out on them. Make sure they don’t lay a finger on Nicole.”
Jared’s eyes became icy, almost as though they could freeze hell over.

“No worries, Mr. Johnston. I'll get right on it,” Max said.
The car revved and Jared made his way to the Johnston Group’s head office.

As soon as he arrived, Iris, his administrative secretary, was already there
waiting for him with all of the meeting materials prepared.

Iris knew that Jared would not lie about things like that. However she still felt
curious about Nicole, who had appeared out of nowhere.



For the past five years, Iris was the only woman who had been by Jared’s
side. She had done her utmost to work alongside Jared in hopes of becoming
his most competent subordinate so that he would notice her and allow her to
stay by his side forever. In the years thus far, there was no one around who
was able to displace the synergy and bond that they had both shared, but the
sudden appearance of Mrs. Johnston had caused Iris to feel out of place.

“‘Miss Brown? Let’s go,” a voice suddenly uttered, derailing Iris’ train of
thought before she realized that Jared had walked far up ahead.

She immediately lowered her head and followed him from behind.

Max glanced at Iris and frowned. ‘She’s been working with us for five years
and has never made such mistakes. What’s wrong with her today?’
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the incident outside of the building and had walked in the meeting room fully
prepared.

At the Riddle Corporation however, Nicole was leaning against her office
chair, staring at the door where the secretary once stood. She bit her lip as
she recalled the incident involving the secretary from the night before.

Nicole was certain that her instincts were on point, as all it had taken her was
one look to discover that the secretary’s intentions toward Jared were
devious. ‘Or...perhaps Jared already knew about it...1

Nicole was feeling disturbed as she attempted to piece all that was running
through her head.

But it was then that her phone rang, interrupting her train of thought. It was
Lawrence.

Seeing this, Nicole answered the call. “Leo.”
“‘Mom, it's me,” Nolan greeted over the phone.

“Nolan!” Nicole was bewildered. ‘How can Nolan call me on Lawrence’s
phone?’



“‘Mom, my tummy hurts so I've asked godfather to get me. You can come pick
me up at the restaurant during lunch. We’ll send you the address later,” Nolan
quickly said, and hung up so that Nicole could not protest.

“Hello....?” Nicole shook her head as she was left with the beeping of the
phone on the other end, ‘This brat.’

No wonder he was so perky last night. After his tantrum, he went to bed
obediently. During the morning too, | thought he had accepted the reality of
things but who could have expected that it was all an act to get me to let my
guard down. Who knew that brat had called Lawrence as soon as he arrived
at kindergarten,” she concluded.

Nicole placed her phone down and sighed, before typing up a message to
Lawrence, in which she asked them where they were so that she could rush
over.

Nicole then received Lawrence’s reply, and that was when she saw that they
were actually at the amusement park.” Didn’t this brat say that he had a
stomachache? Amusement parks are more effective than seeing doctors now,
huh?’

Nicole left the Riddle Corporation for the amusement park after she had
settled her work. She saw Nolan’s cheerful and smiling face and could not
help but feel a little sorry for him. After all, the recent happenings were all on
her.

‘I've never seen him smiling so genuinely since our return.’

‘Mommy, you’re here!” Nolan jumped up happily as soon as he had gotten off
the pirate ship.

Nicole poked Nolan’s forehead, and warned, “You are not allowed to lie to me
again in the future, do you hear me? Don’t you know how worried everyone
was about you?”

“When mommy wasn’t around, | really had a bad tummy ache,” Nolan argued.

“Why didn’t you go to the doctors instead of coming to the amusement park,
then?” Nicole retorted.



“l took him there. He had one too many cold drinks. The doctor told him to be
more careful in the future and that he should not be given too many cold
drinks,” Lawrence butted in with a smile.

“Cold drinks?” Nicole said with a look of puzzlement.

‘How can he drink cold beverages? They’re all strictly limited at home,’” she
wondered.

Nolan scratched his head in guilt. “I got up last night and snacked a little.”

Nicole gave Nolan the side eye, suspecting that Nolan had done it on
purpose. Nicole knew that Nolan was well-aware that he could not drink cold
beverages. Thus he had snuck his way down in the middle of the night to
indulge in copious amounts of cold, canned drinks, causing his tummy to hurt.

Nicole was a little upset that Nolan had not sought her, Jared or even her
parents. Instead, he had gone to Lawrence. This gave her mixed emotions as
she turned to look at Nolan.

“I'll let you go this time, but | need to know that there won’t be a next time,”
Nicole sternly said.

Nicole was well-aware of the lengths Nolan had gone just to see Lawrence.
Above all, she was concerned that he had

placed his health at risk in order to achieve that. It was something Nicole
would not allow to repeat.

‘I know, mommy.” Nolan obediently agreed upon noticing the seriousness on
his mother’s face and resolved not to behave so recklessly in the future again.

“Since you're all fine, let’s head back to kindergarten,” Nicole said as she was
ready to send him back.

Though Nolan was reluctant to return to the kindergarten, he did not dare to
defy his mother, as he had seen the degree of seriousness on her face. So,
he lowered his head and halfheartedly followed her.
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Nolan go, but when he remembered that they had made a promise with one
another. Lawrence spoke up. “Why not let him play for a while to his heart’s
content, | mean, since we’re already here, we can go for lunch too; I've
already made reservations. If he can’t go, it'll just be the two of us.”

Lawrence’s sudden statement caused Nicole to hesitate. ‘In situations like
these, especially if he and | were to go out for a meal, it would be best for
Nolan to be there.’

“Alright then.” Nicole agreed in defeat.
“Yay!” Nolan cheered, instantly looking happier.

Nicole shook her head and issued a soft sigh before walking alongside
Lawrence to bring Nolan back to the amusement park again.

“‘He hasn’t looked this happy in such a long time.” Lawrence sighed as he saw
the look of joy on Nolan’s face.

“Before this, all | ever wanted to do was to protect them. | didn’t want to put
them in danger. However, what | didn’t consider was that Nolan would go
behind my back to participate in the hacking competition. Things spiraled
beyond my control when that happened, and ever since then, there has been
no turning back. | can only accept things as they come,” Nicole solemnly said.

Nicole understood Lawrence’s intentions, and that his remark was not
intended just for Nolan. It also stood as a reminder that living on Crescent
Island was more suitable and comfortable for them. It was a place where they
were able to live free from all constraints.

Before coming back to San Joto, Nicole was not aware of anything at all; she
had no idea about the different lives she could have and had been, but now
that she knew, there was no going back. The responsibilities and obligations
Nicole had acquired following her return were indications that she could no
longer shy away from it. All her friends and family that were here had created
anchors of attachment for Nicole that were almost impossible for her to ignore
and disregard.

‘I know that once you’ve made a decision, there’s no going back, but | just
want to remind you that you're always welcome to come to me anytime if
there’s anything you need, even here in San Joto, I'll lend you a hand



whenever you need it,” Lawrence solemnly replied in consideration of what
Nicole had just stated.

“Thank you so much for your constant help and care for all those years, Leo. |
hope these things won’t hold you back from getting married and having
children of your own.

Besides, there is a lot to take in whenever one comes to San Joto, and there
are definitely things to deal with, but for me, I'll be fine,” Nicole said as her
expression darkened.

‘As for the constant changes, | best be tackling them one by one,’ she
thought.

Lawrence could not help but feel helpless as he reminisced the times in which
he had helped her with her children on the island. ‘Her attitude toward me now
Is so cold. Though she had thanked me for saving her life, she had done so
out of courtesy as a friend. Perhaps she could’ve been mine if | waited out a
little longer but now, the distance between us is getting wider. | guess this is
what | have been afraid of. The end results that I've least hoped for.’

“‘Mommy, godfather. Let’s go!” Nolan happily ran over to the two of them after
a while of playing.

“Come on, it's almost time for lunch anyway. Nolan, you must be hungry from
all the running, right?” Lawrence suggested.

Nolan nodded his head vigorously. “Yeah, I'm starving.”
“‘How could you still play if you're starving?” Nicole said, feeling helpless.

“It’s rare for both mommy and godfather to bring me out to play,” Nolan
giggled, grinning ear to ear.

It was evident that Nolan had accepted Lawrence more as the father figure in
his life.

Nicole bit her lips lightly as she understood where Nolan was coming from, but
she did not respond in fear of dragging this topic longer than she desired to. ‘I
don’t know why this brat said it out loud. He has really put me on the spot.’



Nicole fastened Nolan to the car seat, and before long, they were on their way
to the restaurant. Once they arrived, they were quickly ushered to their seats
as Lawrence had made

reservations. Their meals were served in the same fashion too.

“Wow. This is delicious.” Nolan’s eyes lit up as he watched the food being
served.

He was starving from all the running in the morning.

“Dig in.” Lawrence smiled affectionately as he gestured at the boy to help
himself.
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Nolan said before he began scarfing down his food.

Nicole watched as Nolan devoured his food. She couldn’t help but to tell him
to slow down.

Nolan, who was too busy indulging his food, nodded in agreement, mumbling
a few unintelligible words before continuing to eat his food.

Nicole placed vegetables into his bowl and a glass of fruit juice in front of him,
to which he took a sip with his eyes closed, as he had a tough time swallowing
the food he was scarfing down.

“Nicole, you can have a bite.” Lawrence went on to place Nicole’s favorite
dishes in front of her for her convenience.

“Yeah, let’s dig in.” Nicole nodded before signaling Lawrence to eat too.

“‘Mommy, godfather? Can we bring Lana together with us next time? The four
of us haven’t been out together in a long time,” Nolan asked after swallowing
the food in his mouth as he looked at Lawrence eagerly.

Nolan did not look at his mother as he knew she would chew him out, which
made him anxious.

“Of course.” Lawrence readily agreed, knowing Nolan was on his side.



“Nolan, focus on eating if you will.”

Though Nicole did not object to the plan, her tone and expression said
everything, the meaning of which Nolan understood clearly.

“‘Mommy.” Nolan bit his lip, wanting to protest, but the warning look from
Nicole discouraged him, making him lower his head.

“Nicole, to be fair | was the closest person you had on Crescent Island, so for
a child, it's normal to have such attachment and thoughts,” Lawrence
explained, not wanting Nicole to blame Nolan for spouting what she claimed
was hogwash.

After issuing a sigh, Nicole said, “I'm not blaming him for this. | am just
reminding him not to talk nonsense.”

Lawrence and Nicole could only be friends, but if Nolan persisted in shipping
them together through his wanton use of misleading words, it would put a
strain on their friendship, and this was not something Nicole wanted.

Noticing how determined Nicole was in her decision, Lawrence’s eyes
gradually darkened as he avoided eye contact with her, minding nothing and
nobody but Nolan, who was eating.

Nicole bit her lip and sighed. ’Nolan still needs some time to adjust.’

The atmosphere at the dining became inexplicably chilly, and it remained that
way until someone came over to their table, bringing with them the beautiful
sound of the violins. The melodies of the harmony were meant to express
love.

“Sorry, we didn’t....” Nicole said, thinking that the performer had made a
mistake.

She wanted to tell them they had not requested for their service.

Nolan suddenly spoke up. “Mommy, this sounds really good. Godfather has
prepared this specifically for you. You have to listen carefully.”

Nicole raised her eyebrows and looked at Lawrence.

After a moment of awkwardness, Lawrence nodded and said, * Music has its
own temperament, | suppose.”



Hearing this, Nicole understood the situation immediately.” This must be the
work of Nolan. That brat and Lawrence’s brief moment of confusion proved
me right. This brat is a real handful. | can’t believe he won'’t give up on
shipping Lawrence and | together.’

”

“Change the genre. | think one that represents friendship is more appropriate,
a cold voice suddenly ordered behind Nicole as she felt a shadow looming
over her head.
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realized what had happened. ‘Why on earth is Jared here?!

She looked up slowly, feeling a little guilty as she forced a smile out. “Hey,
what a coincidence. You're here for lunch too, huh?”

“What a coincidence indeed,” Jared responded as he looked at Lawrence and
Nolan coldly.

Why are they here together? Where’s Lana? Is she still in preschool?’ Jared
asked himself.

“‘Nolan had a tummy ache, so...” Nicole said, trying to explain the situation to
Jared.

She did not know why but she just did not want Jared to misunderstand them.

But before she could do any damage control, Nolan raised his chin up and
said smugly, “l wanted to go to the theme park, so godfather and Mommy
brought me there. We got tired from playing, so we're eating lunch now.”

“You?” Jared frowned deeply as he looked at them.

Having figured Nolan’s scheme out with ease, he thought,1 This little guy sure
knows how to get on my nerves. He’s trying to get Nicole and Lawrence on a
date, isn’t he?’

“Yup!” Nolan raised his head as if to say, “That’s right. It's me!

“So you made a mistake, and you don’t see a problem with it?” Jared
narrowed his eyes.



They had taken Nolan to school in the morning, and even if Nolan wanted to
visit the theme park, he could do so over the weekend.

‘This is outrageous. Nolan needs to be taught a lesson,’ Jared thought.

“What mistake?” Nolan asked, not having it. ‘| didn’t sneak out to play by
myself anyway.’

“Is today a weekend?” Jared asked with a stern look on his face.
Nolan was taken aback.
He shook his head, and in a quiet voice, he said, “No.”

“Mr. Johnston, the kid just wants to play. Besides, he just went to school, so
you don’t have to be so strict on him.” Lawrence looked upset when he saw
how strict Jared was.

“I'm his father, so | have the responsibility and the right to teach my kid. Even
if you’re his godfather, | must ask that you do not coddle him too much. It's not
good for him,” Jared said coldly with a piercing gaze.

Noticing how tense the situation was, Nicole stepped up to stop them. “Jared,
Leo.”

“You think he should spoil Nolan too?” Jared narrowed his eyes, feeling
extremely frustrated.

“No, but this happened for a reason.” Nicole took Nolan by the hand and stood
up, not wanting to elaborate further.” Besides, we just got done eating and
were just about to leave.”

Then, she looked at Lawrence and continued, “Leo, I'm taking Nolan back
home. It's getting late, and it’s time for Nolan’s afternoon nap.”

“Sure, go home then.” Lawrence smiled warmly.
Jared finally felt better when he saw Nicole leaving the place. “Let’s go.”
“Mr. Johnston, you...” Max looked upstairs for a while.

“Go on my behalf.” Jared then carried Nolan in his arms and left hand-in-hand
with Nicole.



Lawrence’s gaze darkened. He was aware that Nolan was trying to create
more chances for them, but now that Jared had shown up, he had ruined
everything again.

It was the happiest day in San Joto for Lawrence. When he was playing
around with Nicole and Nolan in the theme park, everything truly felt surreal,
as if life should always be like this.

Now, as he watched Nolan and Nicole being taken away like that, he suddenly
felt as though something had been taken away from him, which made his
heart hurt.
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further away, eventually disappearing at the entrance, well away from sight.
The air was cold around Lawrence, and he kept quiet, with nobody able to tell
what was on his mind.

Concurrently, Jared got into the car with Nicole and Nolan outside of the
restaurant.

Nolan quickly scooted over to the furthest end of the seat after Jared had
released him, looking slightly awkward. ‘It's such a weird feeling. | kind of hate
this guy, but | felt something that | cannot explain when he was carrying me
just now.’

Nicole bit her lips when she saw Jared igniting the engine.” Do you have
someone or something to tend to? | can take Nolan home myself, actually.”

He had probably left Max behind because he needed Max to take his place in
a meeting. At the same time, Nicole became cognizant of why Jared had
showed up at the restaurant. Mixed feelings arose within her when she
realized that Jared had pushed his work aside just to take her and Nolan back
home.

“‘Nolan had one too many cold drinks yesterday, so he ended up with an upset
stomach when he was at school. He contacted Lawrence. Well, he’s probably
just used to it because he would contact Lawrence whenever something
happened back then.”



Nicole bit her lips again. She figured that she should offer Jared an
explanation, but she carefully kept Nolan’s plan a secret.

Jared and Nolan did not have the best father and son relationship, so she did
not want to create more conflicts between the two of them.

“There won’t be any cold drinks or food in the house from now on,” Jared
responded.

Since the kids should not be consuming them, there was no reason for cold
food and drinks to exist in the house. It would be impossible for the kids to
resist the temptation.

Nicole’s lips twitched as she did not expect Jared to do such a thing.

Nolan put on a pitiful look as well. ‘It's not like | can’t eat them at all, | just can’t
eat too much of it! There goes my happiness.’

Jared looked really upset at that time, so all of them remained silent and kept
to themselves.

Jared shot them a glance through the rear-view mirror, squinting his eyes. He
believed that Nicole was speaking the truth, although it was a far cry from the
full story. However, he understood what Nicole was trying to do, so he chose
to let Nolan off the hook.

When they got home, Gloria and Daniel were shocked to see Nolan, who had
returned all of a sudden. “Why is Nolan back so early? Where’s Lana? Why
have you only taken Nolan

home?”

“‘He’s not feeling well, so we took him home to get some rest. We'll pick Lana
up from school when she’s done with her classes.” Jared said, maintaining his
composure.

Still, Gloria was worried. “Which part is hurting, Nolan?

Come and let Grandma have a look.”

“Grandma, I’'m fine now.” Nolan bowed his head and comforted Gloria when
he noticed how worried Gloria was.



He did not expect this to happen. He just wanted his godfather and his
mother’s date to be a success. He figured that his godfather would emerge
victorious if he could win Nicole over. However, he did not expect so many
people to be worried about him.

“We can’t take this lightly. Let’s get a doctor to check on him, ” Gloria said,
about to contact a doctor.

“‘Mom, we’ve already taken him to a doctor. The doctor said he will be fine if
he gets some rest. It's time for his nap now too, so let’s just give him some
time to rest,” Nicole reassured.

Gloria then agreed, and replied, “Okay then, let him get some sleep.”
“Sure, I'll take him upstairs.” Nicole then left the living room with Nolan.

“‘Jared, if Nolan and Lana need help next time, just let us know. We know
you’re both extremely busy with work, so just leave them to us,” Daniel
offered, feeling bad for both

Jared and Nicole.

They had to work and take care of their children at the same time, which was
really taxing.

“Sure, we will ask for your help if we can’t handle it.” Jared agreed as he knew
that they would feel worse if he did not.
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help Nicole regain her memories?” Gloria asked as tears began to well up in
her eyes.

Daniel chimed in as well. “| remember a famous doctor called James Dade.
Can we contact him?”

“No one knows where he is.” Jared shook his head.

Indeed, the only person who knew James had lost her memory, so it was
impossible for them to reach that man.



“‘Doesn’t he have an apprentice? Someone by the name of Ghost Hand, |
think,” Daniel responded.

‘If we can’t get a hold of that doctor, contacting his apprentice should be good
enough. It's not impossible to reach that apprentice of his, right?’ Daniel
wondered.

“‘How do you know so much?” Jared replied to Daniel with a question of his
own instead.

In truth, Nicole was Ghost Hand, but even she could not treat herself.
“I heard my brothers talking about this before,” Daniel answered candidly.

If he had not overheard their conversation, he would not have known this
much either.

Jared realized that Damien had tried his best to give Chloe the best treatment,
though he had not been able to reach James or Ghost Hand. ‘How would they
react if they knew that Nicole is Ghost Hand?’

“Does that mean we have no other choice now?” Gloria’s face blanched.

Even Damien had not been able to find them after all these years, which
meant that it would be utterly impossible for them to do so too.

“We’re thinking of a way, so don’t worry about it for now. | believe Nicole will
remember everything,” Jared comforted her.

“Actually, we aren’t really concerned about that. But you see, she’s the
president of the Riddle Corporation now, so the loss of her memories would
present a ton of challenges for her,” Daniel said sternly.

As parents, they were happy to get their daughter back. In fact, they did not
wish for more, even if they could.

However, Nicole was shouldering a lot of responsibility now, and above all,
there were many individuals of devious character who had their eyes on her,
which was why her parents were so worried about her.

“‘Don’t worry, | will protect her,” Jared said in a serious tone as he had sworn
to never allow anyone or anything to hurt Nicole again.



‘“Mom? Dad?” Nicole came downstairs after she had put Nolan to sleep.
They exchanged looks as they collectively ended the

conversation. They did not want to burden Nicole because they were worried
that it was detrimental to her health.

“Are you heading out again?” Gloria asked when she saw that Nicole was still
in her work attire.

Nicole nodded. “| still have to take care of something in the office, and I'll pick
Lana up from school when I’'m done with work.”

“Let’s go.” Jared said, ready to leave as well.
“Mom, dad, please take care of Nolan for me,” Nicole reminded.
In response, they said, “Don’t worry, we’ll take good care of him.”

Relieved, Jared and Nicole got into the car. Jared then drove her to the
headquarters of Riddle Corporation.

“Everett is investigating you. | don’t know what’s going on in his head, but I've
made sure that he would not be able to get any information about you,” Jared
informed Nicole softly.

“Did | expose myself?” Nicole asked, not understanding why Everett was
investigating her.

Jared shook his head as he did not see anything weird going on with Everett
as well. ‘Maybe he just finds Nicole’s sudden return weird,” Jared thought.

“Got it.” Nicole’s gaze darkened after she had heard Jared.

Now that they had fired Mr. Walker and his man, Damien had probably grown
even antsier. They figured that Damien might start taking action now.

Nicole killed her thoughts when the car came to a halt, realizing that they were
already at the headquarters of the Riddle Corporation.

“Thank you. I'll head upstairs now,” Nicole said, opening the car door, and
ready to leave.



Jared pulled her back and grabbed her hand as he softly said, “I'll take care of
Everett, so don’t engage him too aggressively.”

“Okay, just the usual business competition,” Nicole said with a smirk.
She would not take the initiative to make a move on him, but she would

definitely not sit idly by either. Even if she took no action, Damien’s side would
not be sitting quietly, so it was expected that Everett would be on guard.
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after work.” Jared smiled, as he knew that Nicole already had a plan in mind.

Even though she had lost her memories, she still had some aces up her
sleeves. It was safe to say that anyone foolish enough to mess with her would
not live a good life.

Nicole’s cheeks flushed as she got down from the car.

She only turned around to enter the office building after Jared had driven
away.

“‘Hey, Sean.” Nicole greeted Sean right after she had gotten out of the
elevator.

‘I was just looking for you. Come to my office with me,” Sean said as he made
a beeline for his office.

Nicole could tell that Sean was serious, so she followed him.

Steve entered Sean’s office a few minutes later and joined them after they
had gotten in.

“What happened? Why do you want me to cancel the project?” Steve asked,
clearly upset.

‘This is money! It's our loss if we don’t go through with it.’

“Take a look at this.” Sean threw a file on the table.



Steve flipped it open as Nicole scanned the documents. All of a sudden, her
eyes widened.

“What?! This is outrageous!” Steve widened his eyes in disbelief too.

“What a professional trap, huh?” Nicole snorted. If Sean had not gotten
someone in his ranks to take a closer look, they would have suffered a great
loss.

“What should we do now? Admit defeat?” Steve asked in frustration.

“This is why I've called you two here. Let’s have a seat.” Sean then sat down
on the couch as Nicole and Steve followed suit.

“‘Any plans, Sean?” Steve asked with a solemn look on his face.

In response, Nicole said, “Sean is planning to roll with the punches.”
Sean smirked. “Bingo.”

“You've got a plan ready yet?” Nicole asked.

“‘Have a look at this.” Sean pulled another file out.

“‘Not bad! This is a good plan,” Steve exclaimed in admiration, already feeling
the eagerness to give it a try.

Sean then looked at Nicole. “What do you think?”

Nicole frowned. “Not bad, but | think you should improve on certain areas like
here and here...”

“See?” Sean smiled at Steve after he had heard Nicole’s suggestion.
Steve scratched his head and chuckled, “Nicole is really thorough, alright.”

“'m not thorough. It’s just that you’ve forgotten about someone.” Nicole’s gaze
darkened as her tone turned cold.

Sean and Steve looked at each other before asking, “Everett? If

“Yes.” Nicole nodded fervently.



“‘He doesn’t really have much of a presence. That's why we don’t really take
him into account,” Steve solemnly said.

“That’s why he’s dangerous.” Quiet people like him are more likely to turn the
tables at the most crucial moment.

As he thought about it, Sean stated, “We’ll go with your suggestions, and I'll
send someone to keep an eye on Everett. He won'’t get the chance to cause
us too much trouble.”

“‘Jared’s already tailing him, so | guess he won’t cause any trouble for now.
But we still have to be careful of him,”

Nicole replied.
She did not tell them about Everett investigating her as she simply wanted to

remind Sean and Steve that they should keep their guard up against both
Damien and Everett.



