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Did something happen?” Sean’s eyes widened. 

In an instant, he had figured that things were not as simple as Nicole had 
described. 

“Can you not be so astute?” Nicole flashed him a helpless smile. 

All she had given him was a vague reminder, and yet, he had managed to 
intuit the complexity of this case. However, she really did not want to burden 
her brother by getting him tangled in her own issues. Jared being on the case 
was good enough. 

“I’m right, then. But since you don’t want to talk about it, I’m going to stop 
asking. Still, I must ask that you do not hide it from us if you ever find yourself 
in danger,” Sean offered, understanding Nicole’s intentions. 

“Sure.” Nicole replied as she felt the warmth in her heart. 

“Well then, let’s start according to the plan,” Sean said affirmatively. 

Having reached an agreement, Nicole and Steve left Sean’s office. 

Once they were outside, Steve gave Nicole a reassuring look and stated, 
“Don’t worry. Things will go smoothly if we follow your plan. Our uncles won’t 
gain anything, no matter how hard they try to take advantage of us.” 

Nicole’s lips lifted with confidence as she nodded. “Yeah.” 

Following the division of the Riddle family into multiple factions, all of her 
brothers had been managing their own businesses each, allowing the Riddle 
Corporation to remain a legitimate entity to this day. For that reason, Nicole 
would never allow anyone to jeopardize the foundation of the Riddle family, 
not even her uncles. 

After parting ways, Nicole and Steve returned to their respective offices. 

Knowing that Sean and Steve were busy resolving the issue concerning their 
uncles, Nicole relaxed, took some of her documents out, and tended to those 
other tasks. 



Hours passed in a blink, and with evening upon them, it was time for her to 
leave. 

The second Nicole stepped out of the company building, she saw Jared’s car. 
She quickly strode over to it and got in. 

“Come on, Lana’s waiting for us.” 

Nolan was not in school with her today, so they could not help but wonder if 
Lana felt awkward being alone. 

By the time they arrived, class had ended, and the kids were all lining up 
already. 

“Mommy!” Lana ran to Nicole when she saw her. 

Nicole lifted her up and asked, “Nolan wasn’t with you today. Were you 
afraid?” 

“Nope.” Lana shook her head. “My best friend, Nona, was with me the entire 
day today.” 

Nicole was relieved when she heard that. She was glad that Lana had made 
herself a good friend even though she had just started her classes here. 

After Nicole had gotten into the car with her, Lana leaped into Jared’s arms 
and greeted, “Daddy!” 

“Good girl.” Jared brushed her hair lovingly as he eyed her with a gentle gaze. 

“Let’s go home. Your brother is waiting for you.” Nicole sat down, completely 
relieved when she saw that Lana was doing fine. 

“When did Nolan go home?” Lana asked as she widened her eyes. 

“This afternoon,” Nicole responded. 

Lana was shocked. “He went to see our godfather. Why is he back so early?” 

Lana thought Nolan would still be with Lawrence at this hour. 

“How did you know?” Nicole was surprised. ‘How did Lana know that Nolan 
went to see Lawrence?’ 



“Nolan said his tummy hurt, so our teacher brought him to the office to call our 
parents. After that, I saw our godfather taking Nolan away, so I know he 
definitely called him,” she replied. 

Then, Lana continued in a matter-of-fact tone. “Obviously, Nolan just wanted 
to see our godfather.” 

‘Otherwise, why would Nolan call him? He could’ve called Daddy and 
Mommy, or even Grandpa and Grandma!’ she thought. 

Nicole’s smile twitched when she realized how level-headed Lana was. ‘These 
two are cheeky rascals. They’re giving me a headache.’ 
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his godfather if he wants. But he has to come home after visiting him.” Jared 
smiled. 

‘This girl looks innocent and cute on the outside, but she’s actually really 
clever. Looks like she won’t be easily fooled by nasty boys when she grows 
up,’ he thought. 

“Nolan misses godfather very much nowadays.” Lana shrugged with a 
disdainful look on her face. 

‘I mean, is there anyone who couldn’t tell what Nolan is thinking? It’s painfully 
obvious. Nolan is a smart boy. He could even do what Mommy does as a 
hacker. I just don’t get why he can’t understand this.’ 

‘If Mommy and Godpa were meant to be, they would have been together a 
long time ago. Why would they wait until now? Why can’t he just try to get 
Daddy and Mommy back together instead? Daddy is handsome and rich! 
Most importantly, he is very loyal to Mommy. How nice!’ Lana wondered. 

Lana issued a sigh as she dwelled in her thoughts. ‘Did Nolan put all his 
intelligence into hacking? Is that why he doesn’t have the intelligence to 
consider other things? 

Maybe Nolan is just a dumb boy when it comes to love. That’s why he’s so 
dense!’ 



“What’s wrong?” Nicole became confused when she heard Lana’s sigh. 

“Is it because Nolan went to see Lawrence?’ Nicole wondered. 

Lana had said it herself as well, so Nicole was a little worried that Nolan would 
start coming up with excuses just to see Lawrence. 

“Nothing.” Lana looked up and smiled sweetly. 

I better not share this with Mommy. She’s going to be embarrassed,’ she 
thought. 

When they got home, everyone was already back and were all happily 
chatting away in the living room. 

“Hello, Grandpa, Grandma, and my uncles.” Lana ran over to the couch with 
her tiny legs. 

“Aw, you’re home, Lana.” Gloria held her up and sat her on the couch. 

Lana looked at Nolan while she leaned on Gloria. “Does your tummy still hurt, 
Nolan?” 

“Not anymore,” the kid replied. 

For whatever reason, Nolan felt guilty when Lana became genuinely 
concerned about him. 

“That’s good to hear.” Lana nodded. 

After all, she had a great deal of concern for brother’s health. 

“Since everyone’s back now, let’s eat,” Samuel declared. 

“Let’s go.” Daniel stood up, prompting everyone to follow him to the dining 
room. 

Though Lana was coming along as well, she said, “I’ve eaten a lot in school, 
so I’m really full now. I won’t be eating anymore.” 

“Not even a little?” Gloria asked. 

Lana shook her head. “You can eat. I’ll just sit with all of you.” 



“Okay then.” 

Everyone then began tucking in without waiting when they were informed that 
Lana was not hungry. 

Then, Samuel asked Nolan and Lana, “Where do you want to go on the 
weekend? I’ll take you there.” 

“Don’t you have to go on a date?” Lana looked up and asked innocently. 

Samuel’s eyes widened when Lana threw a question like that at him. “How old 
are you exactly, Lana?” 

‘What a cheeky girl. She’s so young, yet she’s already sticking her nose into 
matters like these!’ he thought. 

Everyone at the table burst out laughing after Lana had asked him that 
question. 

“That means you do. But don’t worry, Uncle Samuel. Daddy and Mommy will 
take us out.” Lana then looked at Nicole.” Right, mommy?” 

Nicole was speechless. ‘This kid just set me up, didn’t she?’ “Nicole, you 
should take the kids out to play if they want to,” 

Daniel advised when he noticed her hesitating. 

He did not want Lana to be disappointed. 
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weekend after all,” Gloria chimed in. 

Nicole gave in when she saw Stanley and Spencer looking at her. “Okay. I’ll 
take the two of you out to play.” 

As expected, Lana was satisfied. 

She then looked at Jared and said, “You have to start preparing, Daddy!” 



Jared arched his brow when he heard Lana’s remark. Then, he turned to 
Nicole, who rolled her eyes at him in response. 

After dinner, everyone chatted away in the living room for a while before they 
retired to their rooms. 

Nicole and Jared left the kids’ room after the twins had fallen asleep. 

Taken aback, they simultaneously uttered, “He’s asleep.” 

“She’s asleep.” 

“Yeah, Lana fell asleep pretty quickly,” Jared responded. 

Nicole looked at Nolan’s room and lamented, “Nolan seems to have 
something on his mind, but he has fallen asleep too.” 

“It probably has something to do with Lawrence.” Jared’s gaze darkened. 

He knew what Nolan was thinking, but he could not understand why Nolan 
was so persistent about Lawrence.1 What is it about me that didn’t meet his 
expectations?’ 

“Perhaps he just needs time to adjust.” Nicole sighed. 

Jared raised his brow as he responded in a playful tone, “Are you trying to 
comfort me?” 

Nicole paused as her cheeks flushed. “No.” 

She quickly went to their room, and Jared smiled as he followed her from 
behind. 

When they were in their room, Jared grabbed Nicole and pinned her against 
the wall. 

Then, he held her soft hand and placed it on his chest where the heart was. 
“My son doesn’t acknowledge me, and it really hurts. Shouldn’t you be 
comforting me?” 

Nicole was at a loss for words. She did not know how to respond to Jared. All 
she could feel was the pounding of his heart on her palm. Then, her own heart 
gradually began to race uncontrollably, causing her to panic. 



While Nicole was lost in her thoughts, Jared inched closer, his breath growing 
heavier. Nicole’s scent became more intoxicating to him, and his eyes 
darkened. He was going to lose control of himself. 

Suddenly, he kissed her on the lips, an act which brought Nicole back to 
reality. She wanted to push him away, but as none of her attempts were of 
any avail, she gave in. 

After a long, deep kiss, Nicole’s sense of rationality gradually returned. She 
looked at Jared’s deep, profound 

eyes, her cheeks burning as she blushed hard. 

“You should go to bed. I’m going to take a shower.” Nicole panicked and 
pushed him away before running to the bathroom. 

Watching her flee, a wicked smile grew on Jared’s face, and his gaze 
softened. 

The next day, the sun shone high and bright, the sky shaded a rose red at 
dawn. 

Nicole arrived at the headquarters of the Riddle Corporation as usual. When 
she sat down, someone suddenly knocked on her door. 

“Come in,” Nicole said. 

Once the door opened, Steve walked in. “It’s a success!” 

Hearing that, Nicole smiled. “Congratulations, Steve.” 

“Why me? It’s your plan that succeeded.” Steve shook his head as he looked 
at Nicole with admiration. 

“But you’re the one who benefited from it. You’re going to be really busy with 
this project from now on,” Nicole replied. 

As the CEO of the company, Steve was the one who was in charge of the 
Project Department. Thus, it was naturally his responsibility, and by extension, 
the responsibility of his department to ensure that such a major project was 
completed well. 



With that in mind, Steve boasted, “You’re right, this is a significant 
achievement for the Project Department.” 

“You’re really modest, Steve,” Nicole chuckled. He is in love with money.’ 

“Oh, that’s not necessary. The company is ours now. As long as we work 
hard, make our parents proud, and not let Grandpa down, that’s good 
enough.” Steve shrugged as he felt that there was no need for false modesty. 
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right. 

“Okay, I’m just here to bring you this piece of good news. I’m leaving now.” 
Steve waved and left. 

Nicole was in a good mood as the plan was going smoothly. She felt a lot 
more relaxed when she looked at the documents too. 

On the other hand, the air in Damien’s office was extremely oppressive. 

“What happened?! Somebody tell me what happened!” Damien roared as 
black thoughts raced through his mind.1 How did they f*ck this up?!’ 

“Uh…” Someone stuttered. 

It was too late for them to say anything at this point. 

“You can all leave now,” Everett told them in a cold voice. 

They then glanced at Damien, waiting for his permission. 

“Piss off.” Damien waved his hand in annoyance. 

They immediately scrambled out of the place as if their lives had just been 
spared. 

After everyone had left, Damien’s voice deepened, and he asked Everett, 
“What do you want to say?” 



He knew that Everett would not get them to leave without a good reason, so 
he probably had something important to say. 

Everett’s eyes dimmed as he replied, “I got someone to investigate this. This 
was a deliberate plan against us.” 

Damien frowned. “Who did it?!” 

‘How dare they plot against us?! They sure have the guts. Who in San Joto 
has the audacity to do this?!’ he fumed. 

“Steve,” Everett said slowly. 

“Him?!” Damien asked, feeling very skeptical. “Other than making money, he’s 
actually playing mind games now?!” 

‘Something’s not right. Steve didn’t know about our plan. How could he act 
against us?’ he pondered. 

“There’s a high chance that it’s Nicole.” 

Even though Damien had not discovered any evidence as of yet, the secretive 
nature of their initial plan did not seem to be something that Steve would be 
able to notice. For that reason alone, he suspected that it was Nicole who had 
exposed and retaliated against them. 

After all, when Nicole was gone for the past five years, they had been given 
the opportunities to pull some strings for their own gain behind closed doors, 
even though their operations were nowhere as successful as the 
headquarters. But ever since Nicole’s return, they had been suffering crushing 
defeats. Because of this, he could not help but have doubts about who the 
perpetrator was. 

“That girl.” Damien gritted his teeth in anger, for Nicole had ruined his plan 
once again. 

“Dad, Nicole and Sean have found out about this, so we can’t use it anymore. 
We have to think of other ways.” Everett’s eyes darkened. 

After all, building a reliable and mutually beneficial line of cooperation was not 
something that could be accomplished overnight. 



“Fine.” Damien nodded with frustration. “What a shame. We’ve been using 
Harmon Trading for years. It has secured us several major projects in recent 
years.” 

What they did not expect was that Nicole would disrupt their connection with 
Harmon Trading as soon as she returned. 

“Yeah. Harmon Trading was our affiliated company in secret. No one knew 
about this. It really is a shame,” Everett agreed. 

Besides, Nicole and her brothers might not fall for their trap if they employed 
the same methods again. This meant that they could not establish any other 
shadow companies, and therefore, they had to think of other ways. 

“Let’s see if we can come up with other options,” Damien said through gritted 
teeth, feeling helpless and upset. 

“Okay.” Everett nodded. 

Then, Damien frowned and asked, “You said you were going to investigate 
Nicole. Any updates on that?” 

“I haven’t discovered anything unusual, but I just find it… strange.” Everett 
furrowed his brows. 

Though his investigation yielded nothing out of the ordinary, he just could not 
help but feel that something was off. As to what it was, he could not put a 
finger on it. 
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made a move against us, so we can’t just sit back and do nothing. From now 
on, let’s just focus on managing the company,” Damien said. 

Damien believed that if there was no evidence, it meant that there was 
nothing wrong. In the end of the day, the conclusion was still the same – they 
could not allow Nicole and her family to be the ones with the upper hand. All 
of them had the right to inherit the Riddle family’s wealth and power. 



Damien squinted as he thought about the inheritance, revealing a sinister glint 
in his eyes. They were so close to succeeding when Mr. Riddle Sr. was at his 
limits, but Nicole just had to return and treat him. 

‘How infuriating!’ 

“Got it,” Everett responded. 

However, he did not wish to give up. He had a feeling that Nicole was 
shrouded in a veil of mystery, and whatever it was that lied behind that veil 
was crucial for them and their success. 

Leaving the office, Everett ordered his assistant, “Continue the investigation. 
As for Harmon Trading, just let them take care of it themselves. They 
shouldn’t be coming to me anymore. I don’t need idiots.” 

“Yes, sir,” the assistant responded respectfully. 

Everett then strode into his own office with an eerily gloomy expression on his 
face. 

The sun was bright in the afternoon, and Nicole was taking a power nap on 
the couch in her office after eating her lunch. 

It was then that two knocks on the door were heard, prompting her to lazily 
respond by saying, “Come in.” 

The door opened, and her secretary appeared standing at the door. “Miss 
Nicole, Mr. Lawrence is here.” 

“Leo?” Nicole snapped out of her thoughts as she was surprised to see 
Lawrence there all of a sudden. 

“Sorry to disturb your rest.” Lawrence entered with a smile. 

“Not at all. Please have a seat,” Nicole replied as she gestured for her 
secretary to prepare some coffee. 

Lawrence took a seat, whereupon a curious Nicole asked,” What brings you 
here all of a sudden?” 

“I’m afraid you will never invite me over if I didn’t come,” Lawrence playfully 
said. 



Feeling a little awkward, Nicole tried to explain herself, “Our collaboration has 
been going smoothly, so there really isn’t anything in particular for us to 
discuss.” 

She also thought they were rather busy with their lives, so the act of reaching 
out without a specific reason might only serve to disrupt or affect Lawrence’s 
work. 

There was a slight hint of darkness in Lawrence’s eyes as he paused for a 
second. “I remember you said that we’re 

friends. Is work all we have to talk about, and nothing else?” 

“Of course, we’re friends.” Nicole smiled as she knew that this was a fact that 
would never change. 

“Your coffee. Miss Nicole.” The secretary placed the coffee on the table before 
exiting the room. 

Nicole gestured for Lawrence to have his coffee and in a casual tone of voice, 
she asked, ‘ Did you really just come for a chat?” 

“Not really.” Lawrence smiled. “I’m interested in a project by Interstellar 
International. However, they have stated that they want a third company to 
collaborate with us.” 

“Why?” Nicole asked, puzzled. Interstellar International was powerful, and it 
was safe to say that Lawrence was no slouch himself, in spite of the fact that 
he had only been in San Joto for a short amount of time. Therefore, she could 
not help but wonder why they would want a third company to collaborate with 
them. 
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“Interstellar is an international company, and its main market isn’t here. 
Besides, I’m new here, so they want a strong local company from the capital 
to be involved. It’s something like a guarantee.” 

Nicole nodded upon hearing this. “They have a point.” 



She bit her lip and pondered for a moment. “Ask Ian to send me the details. I’ll 
talk with my brothers and give you an answer after we review it.” 

“Okay.” Lawrence smiled and continued, “I thought you would agree right 
away.” 

After all, Interstellar International was really good. Besides, Lawrence found 
that it really suited the development of the Riddle Company. 

“I really don’t know much about business, so I’m actually relying on my 
instincts for everything. That’s why I still prefer to discuss things with my 
brothers when it comes to important decisions.” Nicole did not hide anything 
from Lawrence. 

Lawrence shook his head and sighed. “Nicole, even though you haven’t been 
back for long, you’ve changed.” 

“Changed? Really?” Nicole furrowed her eyebrows as she did not notice it 
herself. 

“You were always alone when you were on the island, not interacting with 
people or making friends. You just focused on taking care of Nolan and Lana. 
Even when it comes to making decisions, you relied entirely on your instincts 
and rarely consulted with others,” said Lawrence. No one could decide 
anything for her, including him. 

“I had to be cautious on the island. My enemies could come after me, so I 
obviously had my guard up against everyone,” Nicole replied calmly. She lived 
like a recluse during that time, but it was just a form of self-protection. 

“What about now? You’re even closer to your enemies here. You could bump 
into them any time, not knowing that they’re your enemies.” It was shocking 
that Nicole would trust the people around her in such a dangerous 
environment. 

“I have a family now, after all. I have my parents and my brothers. I guess I 
feel a bit more secure, so I can relax a little.” Nicole shrugged, thinking that it 
was probably the case. 

“If I knew that you’d become like this after reuniting with your family, I 
would’ve taken you back here back then.” Lawrence smiled. 



Nicole tilted her head ever so slightly. “Why do you say that? You knew my 
family?” 

Lawrence’s gaze turned dark for a second. It was a slip of the tongue. 

He looked carefully at Nicole before saying calmly, “I didn’t know, but I 
would’ve helped you find them.” 

He could not admit the fact that he did not bring her back even though he 
knew who her family was, even if it was for her and her children’s safety. 

She despised deceit, especially sensitive to the matter because of her 
amnesia. If she found out that Lawrence had lied to her, she might not ever 
forgive him. 

Noticing Lawrence’s hesitation, Nicole squinted. It seemed slightly unnatural. 
She tried studying him, but she did not discover anything. Besides, he was 
right. If she needed help finding her family, he would definitely have helped 
her. 

She was the one who decided not to come back for the sake of her children’s 
safety. She was worried that her enemies might have their eyes on her 
children. 

“I still feel pretty lucky to have found my family.” Nicole’s gaze turned gentle. 

Lawrence had a conflicted look on his face. When Nicole was willing to share 
her thoughts with him, it made him feel like they were back on the island. But 
he was fully aware that nothing was the same anymore, ever since they came 
back here. 

“Let’s not talk about this anymore. I’ll contact you once I’ve made a decision 
about Interstellar International.” Nicole chuckled as she realized that she had 
shared too much personal information when they were initially talking about 
work. 

Lawrence responded, “Sure, I’ll wait for your response then.” 

“It’s a good project. If the collaboration is successful, I’ll treat you to a meal as 
a token of appreciation.” Nicole smiled as she knew that Lawrence was 
helping her. 



After all, Interstellar International had never specifically requested to work with 
the Riddle Corporation. There were many capable local companies in San 
Joto as well. 
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and place,” Nicole happily agreed. 

Lawrence had helped her, and it was right for her to thank him with a meal. 

“Okay then, I won’t disturb your work any longer.” Lawrence said his goodbye 
as he stood up. 

Nicole stood up too. She watched Lawrence leave before returning to her 
desk and sitting down. 

Sometime later, Nicole received an email from Ian. She opened it and read it, 
nodding approvingly. “It’s a very good project, indeed.” 

After reading it, Nicole forwarded the email to Sean and asked him to consider 
the collaboration project. 

After Sean told her that he had received it, Nicole then closed the document 
and attended to other tasks. 

With this project from Interstellar International, the Riddle Corporation could 
finally make a breakthrough after getting stuck in expanding the business. 

During the five years Nicole was away, Stanley and Sean did a pretty decent 
job of managing their planned projects for the company. However, the families 
they had a long history with began to think of terminating their partnerships 
with the Riddle Corporation because of Nicole’s absence. 

“The Fire Crest,” Nicole mumbled under her breath. ‘What is that? Why do the 
families care so much about it?’ 

When Nicole thought about how the families wanted to terminate their 
partnerships just because the Fire Crest was missing, she could not help but 
frown even deeper. ‘Will everything be resolved once I find the Fire Crest? But 
where can I find it?’ 



Nicole pondered with a serious look on her face and suddenly felt an intense 
headache. She instinctively massaged her temples and thought to herself, 
‘Why does my head hurt so much the minute I think about the Fire Crest? 
Does it have anything to do with me? I guess not…’ 

“Nicole.” Suddenly, someone knocked on the door and entered the room. 

Sean saw the stressed look on Nicole’s face and froze. Then, he walked 
briskly to her desk and asked, “What’s wrong?” 

“It’s nothing.” Nicole shook her head and felt a little better. Then, she looked at 
Sean and said, “What brings you here, Sean?” 

“It’s about the Interstellar project. I think we can work something out, so I 
came to ask for your opinion,” Sean said. However, he was still a little worried 
about Nicole as he looked at her with a serious expression. 

“I think so too. If you have no problem with it, we should get someone to 
arrange a meeting.” Nicole’s face looked a little better when talking about 
work. 

However, Sean was still worried about her, so he said, “I’ll handle that. You 
don’t look like you’re feeling very well. You should take the day off.” 

“It’s okay. I’m feeling better now.” The headache she felt seemed to go away 
after not thinking about the Fire Crest. 

“No, you’ve got to go back.” Sean, for once, spoke firmly. 

Nicole indeed looked like she was not feeling well, and he clearly saw how 
much pain she was in when he came in earlier. 

Seeing how insistent Sean was, Nicole had no choice but to leave the office 
and go home. 

Gloria was surprised to see Nicole home so early. “Why did you come home 
early today? Did anything happen?” 

Nicole answered evasively because she did not want Gloria to worry. “I felt a 
little tired, so Sean told me to come back and rest.” 

“Hm, your brother did the right thing. You should rest if you’re feeling tired.” 
Gloria agreed with Sean’s decision. 



Nicole could not help but smile internally as she felt a warmth filling her heart. 
She was always the most important thing to her family, not even the company 
could come close. 

Nicole sat beside Gloria and hugged her arm. Then, she leaned on Gloria’s 
shoulder and said, “Yeah, I rarely get to have time off and spend some time 
with you.” 

“You don’t have to do that. Just go and rest.” Even though Gloria was filled 
with joy, she was still concerned about Nicole and wanted her to rest. 

Nicole felt helpless and said in a coquettish tone, “I’m already resting 
whenever I’m not at work.” 

She did not listen to Gloria and insisted on staying with her. 

Then, she swept her gaze across the house and asked curiously, “Where’s 
Dad?” 
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Gloria said. 

Nicole frowned. “Is Grandpa not feeling well again?” ‘Grandpa should be fine 
now that he’s taking the right medications and receiving needle technique 
treatment.’ 

With a smile, Gloria replied, “Don’t worry. Grandpa’s fine. 

Your dad is simply going to see him.” 

“Oh.” Nicole felt relieved after hearing that and suggested,” I’ve been so busy 
since coming back, so I didn’t really get a chance to talk to Grandma. Mom, 
would you like to see her with me?” 

“Sure. She’s been asking about you lately,” Gloria said as she went to Mrs. 
Wallace Sr.’s room with Nicole. 

“Eh? Why is no one here?” Nicole was a little surprised.’ Where is she?’ 



Gloria looked at the time and made a guess. “She’s probably on the balcony, 
getting some sun.” 

So, Nicole and Gloria went to the balcony and saw Mrs. Wallace Sr. there with 
Tia. 

“Grandma.” Nicole walked over and saw the radiant look on Mrs. Wallace Sr.’s 
face. Then, she smiled in relief. 

Although Nicole had no memories of her, she found out a little about what 
happened in the past. She knew that her grandmother was a very important 
person in her life. Nicole was so busy, but since she had the day off, she 
decided to visit Mrs. Wallace Sr. 

Mrs. Wallace Sr. smiled amiably upon seeing her granddaughter. “Nicole, 
you’re here. Why didn’t you go to the office today?” 

“I had the day off, so I came to visit you.” Nicole held Mrs. Wallace Sr.’s hand 
and looked at her. Although she did not remember who Mrs. Wallace Sr. was 
at all, Nicole always felt very comfortable around her. 

Time flew by as Nicole chatted away with Mrs. Wallace Sr., and it was soon 
evening time. 

“Grandma, it’s almost time for me to pick Nolan and Lana up. ” Nicole then 
reluctantly said goodbye to Mrs. Wallace Sr. 

“Sure, go on.” The smile on Mrs. Wallace Sr.’s face became even brighter 
when she thought about the adorable pair. 

“Grandma, you’ve been out for some time. You should go back and get some 
rest,” Nicole said. 

Tia pushed the wheelchair over and said, “Yeah, it’s time for Grandma to go 
back now. I’ll push her.” 

So, the four of them left the balcony and arrived in the hallway of the second 
floor. 

Coincidentally, Stanley came home then, and he was a little surprised to see 
them there. “What are you-“ 



“I had the day off, so I came to spend some time with Grandma,” Nicole 
explained. 

“Oh, I see. I was wondering why you would be home at this hour.” 

Stanley looked at Tia after saying that, and subconsciously Tia lowered her 
head. 

“Ouch!” Tia yelped. In her nervousness, she accidentally hit her foot on the 
wheelchair’s wheel. 

“Are you okay?” 

Everybody asked unanimously, worried for her. However, Nicole was a little 
surprised when she heard Stanley’s voice among them. 

“I’m fine,” Tia explained awkwardly. “It was just an accident. Don’t worry about 
me.” 

Tia pushed Mrs. Wallace Sr. to the room after saying that. 
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up. 

As soon as she graduated from high school, she found a boyfriend. 

She was also happy to go home and share the good news with Nicole. 

Nicole did not think much of it. She thought that her daughter should enjoy the 
feeling of sweet and youthful love. 

Thus, Nicole asked Chatty about her feelings and did not think she was too 
serious in a relationship. 

Nicole felt that she could turn a blind eye to it. 

However, when Clayton found out, he could not sleep all night. 

Clayton intended to have a good talk with his daughter. 

Chatty did not think much of it. 



“Everyone in my class has a boyfriend. If I didn’t have one, I wouldn’t be able 
to keep up with the trend! Of course, I have to date while I’m young. 
Otherwise, it won’t be considered puppy love anymore! Life without a first love 
isn’t perfect!” 

Clayton tried to persuade her. “You’re still young. If you see the world, you’ll 
know that men aren’t great.” 

‘Then is Mommy blind since she’s with you?” 

Chatty had been eccentric since childhood. She was becoming increasingly 
beautiful, with very similar features and mannerisms to Nicole. 

Moreover, Chatty also inherited Clayton’s advantages. She had big and 
animated eyes and was very tall. She was charming and had both Clayton 
and Nicole’s advantages. 

Nicole knew that her daughter would be a femme fatale when she grew up, so 
she kept instilling into Chatty that she should have a happy family just like 
them. 

Chatty saw how speechless Clayton was and happily ran over to hold his arm. 

“Daddy, don’t worry. I just want to experience puppy love.” 

‘Then tell me, what kind of person is your boyfriend?” 

“Which one are you referring to?” 

Clayton was stunned. “You have a few?!” 

“Of course! Everyone has only one boyfriend. I can’t be like them. I have a 
different boyfriend for every day of the week!” 

Chatty said this as a matter of course. 

Clayton opened his mouth and suddenly thought of a word to describe his 
daughter – playgirl. 

However, he was also quite relieved. At least, Chatty would not be head over 
heels in love with someone. 

“Daddy, don’t worry. I’ll break up with them after the boyfriend contest is over!” 



“A boyfriend contest?” 

Chatty nodded. “It’s a competition held among my classmates to see who can 
date the longest until the day we reach adulthood.” 

Clayton calculated Chatty’s age. Chatty still had more than a year before she 
became an adult. That was still a long way to go. 

His excited mood was instantly quelled. 

Clayton could not bring himself to be happy for her. 

He frowned at her. 

“You’re only dating so that you can win the competition?” 

Chatty nodded. 

“Of course! It’s my damn competitiveness! I can’t lose. Everyone else only has 
one boyfriend, but I have seven, so I gotta win!” 

Clayton nodded in understanding and slowly breathed a sigh of relief. 

He was such a worried old father. 

“Alright. Good luck!” 

Chatty was about to say when her phone rang. 

“Levi and Chance are waiting for me, so I’ll get going first.” 

Clayton nodded. 

Nicole came out of the room. “Clyde’s teacher called again, saying that he 
beat someone in school. I’ve been to his school three times this month. I really 
can’t afford to embarrass myself again. Clayton, you should go in the future!” 

Clyde was Nicole and Clayton’s second child. 

Chatty named her brother Clyde because she had been looking forward to 
him being her partner in crime for the longest time. 



Nicole thought that Clyde would be more well-behaved, but under Chatty’s 
guidance, Clyde had become a replica of Chatty. He was so naughty that he 
could bring the house down. 

Clayton smiled, took Nicole’s hand, and went out together. 

“Alright, I will go in the future. That little brat is so naughty. I went there five 
times in the last month, and I was 

completely humiliated.” 

Nicole chuckled. Clayton used to be the one who went to meet the teacher, 
but it became too frequent last month, almost like he was going to school for 
dinner. 

Most of Clyde’s older classmates were the children of Clayton’s business 
partners. 

Normally, Clayton liked to ignore others in the office and was always fawned 
over by others. 

However, at school, Clayton had to be humble and apologize on behalf of his 
son. 

Clayton could not stand this anymore and proposed to let Nicole go this 
month. 

Clayton was about to send Nicole to work. 

As soon as he drove the car out, he saw Chatty standing on the side of the 
road with Chance. 

Chance grew to be very tall, thin, and good-looking. He looked gentle and 
clean-cut, but his eyes resembled Eric’s. Occasionally, when Chance raised 
his head to look at strangers, his frown gave off an oppressive feeling. 

Chance stood there talking to Chatty politely. He took out the dessert that he 
had prepared and handed it over to Chatty. 

Chatty took it, patted him on the shoulder to express her appreciation, and 
then got into the car. 



Chance curled the corners of his mouth happily, as if he had received some 
kind of reward. 

Nicole and Clayton saw this scene. 

Clayton pursed his lips slightly. “When did they get so close?” 

Nicole glanced at Clayton to the side. 

“Didn’t you ask her about it? Chance is now one of her boyfriends.” 

Clayton’s eyes widened for a moment. 

One of her boyfriends? 

Was Chance one of those seven boys? 

The way Chance looked at his daughter was clearly not so innocent. 

It was difficult to conceal lust. 

Clayton could clearly see it from Chance’s gaze and actions. 

Although Clayton wanted Chatty to marry someone she likes, Clayton was still 
a bit uncomfortable if Chatty*s partner turned out to be Chance. 

If Chatty married Chance, Eric would be so happy. 

Eric and Selena gave birth to a son named Seth two years after their 
marriage. 

Eric clearly liked his youngest son more than Chance. 

Back then, he threw a big banquet for Seth and completely ignored Chance’s 
feelings no matter how much Selena tried to persuade him otherwise. 

Fortunately, Chance did not care about these things. 

Perhaps he did, but he was used to it. 

Eric would not mistreat his youngest son for Chance, but he would not make 
Chance suffer for his younger son. 



Under Selena’s care, Chance became more and more cheerful. 

Although the two children looked similar, everyone could tell that Eric 
preferred his younger son more because Seth was born to him and Selena. 

Although Clayton thought that Chance was a good kid, it was hard to say if 
Chance was just pretending this whole time. 

Clayton preferred if Chance found a simple guy. 

Nicole saw that Clayton was not speaking and said with a smile, “Are you still 
thinking about her seven boyfriends?” 

“Why can’t I think about it? I worry about her every day. 

Should we send her abroad to study? I don’t want her to be too far away, but if 
she stays here, she won’t be able to grow much.” 

Clayton voiced his thoughts. 

Nicole also hesitated a bit. 

“I think it’s better for her to study abroad for a few years. We’re always around 
to protect her here, so she won’t be able to see the outside world.” 

Clayton did not speak and took Nicole’s hand. 

“Okay, I’ll talk to her later.” 

Chatty was their precious daughter. It would be great if they could protect her 
for the rest of their lives, but they knew that it was impossible. 

They hoped that their children would grow to be towering trees instead of a 
flower in a greenhouse. 
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moment, about her ownership of the Fire Crest. Nicole had no memory of it. 
Even if she were to know about it, it would be another burden for her. Not 
many were aware that the Fire Crest had gone missing, so most people would 
still assume that Nicole was the owner. 



After hearing Jared’s words, Nicole raised her eyebrows slightly and said with 
a smile, “You have such confidence in me.” 

She dared not guarantee that those families would continue partnering with 
the Riddle Corporation. And yet, Jared was quite confident. 

“Because it’s you.” Jared’s gaze softened as he spoke to Nicole. 

In the past, Nicole had surprised him unexpectedly. He believed that even 
with a loss of memory, she was still the same old Nicole. 

“Thank you for your kind words.” Nicole smiled. Although she was unsure of 
how things would turn out, Nicole was exactly how Jared had described her to 
be. She had decided to fight for all the deals with all her might. 

A hint of tenderness flashed across Jared’s eyes. He believed that things 
would go smoothly for Nicole. 

While they were speaking, the Riddle family had returned home. All of them 
relaxed after they saw that Nicole was fine. 

After having a happy dinner, everyone went back to their respective rooms to 
rest. 

The next day, the sun shone brightly. 

Jared sent Nicole to the office as usual. 

Just as Nicole was about to open the car door and get out, Jared held her 
back. Before Nicole could react, Jared sneakily kissed her. Nicole glared at 
Jared. 

Then, Nicole got out of the car with a blush on her face. She scanned her 
surroundings first. After seeing that there were less people around, she 
quickly strode into the office building. 

Looking at the way Nicole ran away, Jared could not help the smile that 
formed on his face. 

“Sir, Interstellar International’s proposal is very good. On top of that, 
Lawrence’s intention should be purely just to help out. There aren’t any tricks 
detected.” Max reported his findings thoroughly. 



“Alright.” Jared replied with a cold look in his eyes. 

The day before, when Jared heard that Lawrence had sent a proposal to 
Nicole for a partnership, he ordered Max to look into it. He knew that 
Lawrence was planning something against Nicole, so Jared had to be on 
guard toward Lawrence. 

Even if they were just collaborating, Jared had to be wary in case Lawrence 
trapped the Riddle Corporation. He would not allow Nicole to be harmed or 
tricked. 

Leaning on the car seat, Jared said in a low voice, “Let’s go.” 

“Yes, sir,” Max replied. He started the car engine and drove off. They were 
headed to the Johnston Group office. 

After Nicole reached the office, she recalled the kiss she just had, and her 
heart began to thump uncontrollably. 

The secretary sent in some documents. Then, Nicole opened the documents 
and tried her best to focus on her work. She was trying to stop herself from 
recalling what had happened in the morning. 

In the blink of an eye, it was noon. 

Nicole had just completed her work when she heard a knock on the door from 
her secretary. 

“Ms. Nicole, the front desk called. Lulu Barrera and June Wallace want to see 
you.” 

“Lulu. June.” Nicole was a little stunned. These two were her best friends, but 
the only problem was that she could not remember them. 

After giving it some consideration, Nicole ordered her secretary, “Inform the 
front desk forthem to wait for me downstairs.” 

The last time they met was when Spencer and Samuel brought them over. 
They had never contacted each other after that. The two girls should be 
impatient, and that was why they came by to look for Nicole. 

Although Nicole had no memory of the girls yet, it was clear that Lulu and 
June are people whom she could trust. So, there was no reason for her to 



treat them coldly. From the looks of it, they were about to become family as 
well. 

 


