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Lawrence said quietly, his voice full of hidden meaning. “Keep going with the 
plan like we talked about.” “But if we do that, our company might go bankrupt,” 
Ian said. He was feeling really confused and asked himself, ‘Is this all really 
worth it? Even if we pull it off, without the company, we can’t keep our foothold 
here in San Joto. Does that mean we have to leave?’ “Just do it,” Lawrence 
told Ian, shooting him a cold glance. 

Ian replied, “Yes, sir.” He felt a chill and didn’t dare to say more. 

After Ian left, Lawrence had a sharp look in his eyes. He thought to himself, ‘If 
things really go south, I’m ready to leave everything in San Joto behind.. 

As the day turned into evening after a busy day, Nicole, Patricia, and Lulu 
were leaving work, chatting as they walked. 

Suddenly, someone called out, Patricia,” making them all turn around. 
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Seeing Ellar, Patricia asked in surprise, ‘ What brings you here?” 

Nicole knew about Patricia and Ellar, but Patricia hadn’t told anyone else. She 
didn’t want to make a fuss and was more focused on protecting Nicole’s 
safety. 

“I came to pick you up,” Ellar said like it was the most normal thing. 

“You didn’t have to; I can get home myself,” Patricia said, trying to keep her 
distance. 

Eliar didn’t catch her hint and said, sounding a bit upset, “Since you said yes 
to marrying me, I haven’t seen you. I’ve started to wonder if it was all a 
dream.” 



“What?!” Lulu was shocked. ‘Wow! When did this happen? Why didn’t I 
know?’ Patricia rolled her eyes at Ellar, but knew her secret was out. She told 
Lulu,” I was going to tell you once everything was sorted.” 

Ellar ruffled his hair, looking sorry for himself. “But I miss you when we’re not 
together.” 

When Lulu realized Patricia and Ellar were engaged and hadn’t told anyone, 
she laughed and said, “You two should go out. Jared’s here for Nicole; she’ll 
be fine. 

Work’s over for today.” She nudged Patricia toward Ellar. 

Seeing Nicole wasn’t surprised, Lulu figured Nicole knew about the 
engagement. She let Ellar take Patricia away so she could ask Nicole for the 
details. 

“Hey,” Patricia said, blushing, as she gave Lulu a look. 

“Just go, don’t be shy,” Lulu said, waving them off, urging Ellar to take 
Patricia. 

“Okay, we’re going,” Ellar said with a smile, taking Patricia’s hand. 

Lulu had been caught off guard as she had no idea the two had made such a 
huge leap. 
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had parked his car. Jared smiled affectionately and opened the door for her, 
saying, “Hop in.” 

Once inside, Nicole sank into the seat with a deep sigh. “Finally, a moment to 
relax.” “You look worn out,” Jared noted, concerned. 

“I’m okay,” she said, leaning against Jared. It wasn’t the work that was tiring, 
but rather the stress from dealing with Lawrence that had been weighing on 
her. 

Now, in the quiet of the car, she felt a sense of relief. 

Jared smiled gently, “Soon, you’ll get to relax for real.” 
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He knew exactly what she was going through. They just had to handle the 
situation with Lawrence, and then all this stress would be behind them. 

Nicole nodded as she smiled back, feeling a bit more at ease. 

Ellar took Patricia to a cozy restaurant. The calm music and charming decor 
made them feel comfortable right away. 

“Let’s sit over here,” Ellar suggested, guiding Patricia to a window table. 

Once they ordered, Eliar turned to Patricia, “You’ve been working so much 
lately. I thought a night out would help you unwind. Don’t stress so much.” 

Patricia let out a small sigh. “A call would have been enough, you know. Why 
come to the office?” “I wanted to see you,” Ellar said, looking a bit upset, 
“Plus, now that work’s over and Jared’s with Nicole, she’ll be alright.” “I’m not 
worried about Nicole. It’s just that I think we should keep things between US a 
bit more private for now,” Patricia tried to explain. 

Ell ar firmly disagreed, “No, we’re together and shouldn’t hide it. Are you 
having doubts?” His stance was clear; he saw no reason to hide their 
relationship, feeling insecure about Patricia’s hesitance. 

Patricia couldn’t help but smile, a mix of amusement and exasperation in her 
gaze. “What are you even saying?” 

Ellar gave a nervous laugh, scratching his head. “Just making sure you’re 
okay with US. I get worried when I don’t see you.” “Let’s just eat,” Patricia said 
with a mock stern look, making Ellar seem almost pitiful. 

“Alright, let’s enjoy the meal,” Ellar agreed, cheerfully offering Patricia some of 
her favorites. 

They spent the meal talking and laughing, Ellar appearing utterly satisfied. 

Patricia watched him, her heart filling with a gentle happiness, her smile 
hidden but genuine. 



She looked serious. Even though they were ready, she knew they had to be 
careful. 

She was surprised Lawrence was still calm, ignoring his own company to 
focus on her side. 
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“Patricia, Lawrence must have another trick up his sleeve. Keep an eye on 
him.” 

Patricia knew what Nicole meant. If Lawrence was putting all his effort into 
attacking Riddle Corporation, he might have another plan. Following 
Lawrence’s moves could be risky for Nicole, but it could also be a chance to 
outmaneuver him. 

Patricia paused, unsure, thinking, ‘Is it worth the risk to Nicole for this 
chance?’ Nicole saw Patricia’s worry and tried to ease it, “We know what he’s 
planning; it’ll be okay. If we pass this up, we might not get another chance.” 
“But…” 

Patricia was still hesitant. 

Nicole gave her a reassuring smile. “No ‘buts.’ You’ll be right there with me, 
won’t you?” 
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With Patricia by her side, they had the upper hand since they knew 
Lawrence’s plans and he didn’t know theirs. This made their position stronger. 

Patricia nodded, feeling a bit more convinced. ‘”Got it.” “Then be careful,” Lulu 
added, unable to hide her concern despite Nicole’s confidence. 

“Don’t worry,” Nicole said with a comforting smile. 

After deciding on their course, Nicole told Lulu, “Keep up the work you’ve 
been doing. We should see the outcome soon.” “Okay,” Lulu replied, “I’m on 
it.” 



“Great,” Nicole said, trusting Lulu to handle things. 

Then she looked at Patricia. “Just watch Lawrence closely.” “Don’t worry, Ms. 

Riddle,” Patricia said, her determination clear. 

Ready to face the risk, they knew they had to make it count, and Patricia was 
committed to ensuring Nicole’s safety. 

With their plan set, Lulu and Patricia left Nicole’s office. 

Alone, Nicole’s focus sharpened, ready for what was to come. 

In Jared’s office, Max reported with concern, “Mr. Johnston, things are moving 
forward as expected. Lawrence’s company is on the brink of bankruptcy 
today. 

Yet, he hasn’t made a move; it’s uncertain what he’s planning.” 

This unusual calm from Lawrence made them wary and suspicious. 

“Make sure he doesn’t get a chance to turn things around,” Jared replied, his 
voice cool and determined. 

“Understood.” Max nodded, then shared more news, “Charlie and Doretta 
have updates too. Lawrence hasn’t made moves in San Joto recently, but 
there are signs he’s up to something in Mecrounia.” 

“Focus on San Joto with Doretta, and send Charlie with a team to Mecrounia,” 

Jared instructed firmly. 

“Got it.” Max left to execute the orders. 

Jared’s strategy was to preempt Lawrence’s retreat with measures already in 
place in Mecrounia. 

Later, under the bright afternoon sun, Nicole was in her office, lost in thought 
on her couch. 
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handed the mail to Nicole and then left the room. 

Nicole looked at the familiar envelope and shook her head slightly, thinking, 
‘He has now learned to play mysterious, sending me express mails 
everytime.’ Upon opening it and seeing the contents, Nicole frowned slightly. 

Unable to help herself, Nicole sent a message asking, [Where did you get this 
information?] [The information is accurate. Be prepared,] the person replied 
with a cautionary note but did not answer Nicole’s question directly. 

Sighing, Nicole responded, [Thanks.] [Take care,] the person cautioned 
Nicole. 

With a slight smile, Nicole put away her phone and, after a moment of 
contemplation, made a call to Doretta. 
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“Nicole,” Doretta sounded puzzled, “Is something wrong?” “Lawrence might 
make a move in the next few days. I hope you and Charlie can support me in 
capturing him this time,” Nicole stated directly. 

“I can help you, but…” Doretta hesitated before continuing, “Charlie went to 
Mecrounia. Mr. Johnston has given him a task.” 

Before leaving, Charlie had indeed instructed her to keep an eye on Lawrence 
and to protect Nicole as well. 

“Charlie went to Mecrounia,” Nicole muttered under her breath. She figured 
Jared must have sent Charlie to Lawrence’s turf, likely having received some 
information and made arrangements accordingly. 

“Nicole, do you know something?” Doretta probed, curious about Nicole’s 
seemingly unsurprised reaction to Charlie’s sudden departure. 

Nicole responded, “Yes, I’ve received some information, which is why I was 
hoping you and Charlie could help.” She was also worried because, although 
Patricia could protect her, focusing solely on her safety meant neglecting 
other tasks. 



“I can handle it, leave it to me,” Doretta assured cautiously, thinking that since 
she was the only one left in San Joto, she had to take on this responsibility. 

“Alright, come see me after work, and we’ll discuss the details,” Nicole told 
Doretta. 

“Okay,” Doretta agreed. 

After hanging up, Nicole bit her lip slightly, thinking, ‘Charlie went to 
Mecrounia…’ As dusk approached and Nicole was just about to leave work, 
she suddenly received a call. 

“Are you off work?” came Cindy’s voice. 

“I was just about to leave. What’s up?” Nicole asked. 

“Oh, Martin and I wanted to invite you guys for dinner. If you’re free, could you 
come? Is that okay?” Cindy asked. 

Nicole hesitated. She had arranged to meet with Doretta and probably 
couldn’t meet Cindy and Martin. 

“Okay. Call US when you’re free,” Cindy agreed. 

“Mm, will do,” Nicole said. 

After hanging up, Nicole noticed that the company’s staff had already left. 

She bit her lip slightly, thinking, ‘Doretta should be here by now.’ Sure enough, 
someone knocked on the door a moment later. 

“Come in,” Nicole called out. 
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gestured to Doretta. 

Once seated on the couch, Nicole began, “It seems Lawrence doesn’t care 
about his company anymore. Instead, he has set his sights on Riddle 
Corporation, and we’ve also discovered that he had tampered with Riddle 
Corporation before…” 



After explaining the situation in detail, Nicole looked at Doretta and said, “I 
think he will try to strike at Riddle Corporation. If Patricia is protecting me, she 
won’t be able to cover everything, so I need your covert support.” 
“Understood. What do you need me to do?” “Lawrence probably doesn’t know 
you’re in San Joto, so he won’t be on his guard against you. You’ll have more 
freedom to move…” 

“Got it.” 

After their discussion, Doretta left Riddle Corporation. 
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Nicole waited a while before leaving, intending to have her chauffeur take her 
home. She had Jared to pick up Nolan and Lana first because she needed to 
meet Doretta. 

While she was waiting for her car, another vehicle pulled up nearby, and two 
men got out. 

Nicole instinctively moved back, keeping a cautious eye on the approaching 
men. 

They stopped a short distance from her and addressed her with a name from 
her past, the time when she had lost her memories. 

“Niki, let’s not make this hard for either of US. Just come with US, okay?” 

Recognizing them as Lawrence’s people, who had probably come from 
Mecrounia, Nicole realized they didn’t know about the recent developments 
here. That’s why they used the name “Niki.” “You’re mistaken. I’m Nicole, not 
Niki,” Nicole said calmly, yet firmly, to the two men. 

Inside, she was quickly thinking through her options. People sent by Lawrence 
were no amateurs; they’d know too much about her to let her simply walk 
away. 

“Please, just get in the car,” they said again, their tone firmer this time. 



Nicole clenched her teeth secretly. She knew escaping now would be 
incredibly difficult, if not impossible. 

One of them hinted, “At a time like this, you should understand,” pausing 
briefly, “There’s no use waiting. No one’s coming for you.” 

Realizing the depth of her situation, Nicole saw how well Lawrence had 
played his cards. They had thought they were watching him, yet he was just 
as informed about their actions. 

Nicole’s calm deepened, as she recognized this move as classic Lawrence – 
always thinking ahead, undeterred by what others did against him. 

As the car blended into the traffic, a lone figure in the shadows noted its 
departure. 

Soon, Nicole found herself at Lawrence’s villa, pondering what he had 
planned amid this silent chess game between them. 
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remarked, “In business, there are always winners and losers.” Lawrence, with 
a casual shrug, responded, “If that’s the case, then yes, I’ve lost this round.” 
“But you didn’t have me brought here just to say you’re giving up, right?” 
Nicole questioned, noticing Lawrence’s tendency to beat around the bush. 

“Absolutely not,” he replied, shaking his head. 

“Since I’ve lost, I need to make some moves to even things out.” Nicole 
nodded, understanding. 

“Alright, then. 

What is it you’re after?” It was clear Lawrence had a specific reason for 
bringing her here. 
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“You know what I want,” he said, looking directly at Nicole. 



“If it’s the Fire Crest and Water Crest you’re after, that’s going to be tough. 

I’m not exactly planning on dying anytime soon.” Nicole knew that without her 
death, the Crests wouldn’t transfer ownership. 

Lawrence simply looked at her, his silence making his intentions unclear. 

Nicole maintained her composure, facing Lawrence with a calm anticipation, 
ready for whatever he might propose next. 

The tension between them was like a silent storm, both maintaining a facade 
of tranquility while assessing each other’s moves. 

Lawrence, breaking the silence with a smile, offered, “Don’t rush; you can 
have time to think it over.” Nicole, surprised, considered what Lawrence’s 
intentions could be. 

The moment she failed to return, Jared would certainly notice her absence. 

Lawrence’s willingness to give her time raised questions about whether he felt 
confident in his security here or if he had other strategies in mind. 

Before she could delve deeper into her thoughts, Ian’s entrance provided a 
clue. 

“Mr. 

Royce, we’re set to go,” Ian whispered, subtly informing them of their 
readiness to depart. 

With this information, Nicole’s thoughts raced. 

It seemed they were planning to leave San Joto, possibly taking her with 
them. 

This raised the stakes; being taken away could mean Lawrence intended to 
use her as leverage against Jared. 

The idea of attempting an escape crossed her mind, yet the complexities and 
risks involved made the decision far from straightforward. 

After glancing outside instinctively, she knew her chances of escaping were 
slim. 



“I£I dared to have you brought here, I wouldn’t give you a chance to leave,” 

Lawrence said with a deep gaze toward Nicole. 

“I’ll take you away from San Joto now. 

I’ll find a way to bring Nolan and Lana later. 

The four of us can return to our previous lives, as if we had never come to 
San Joto.” 1 “You’re mad!” Nicole’s eyes widened in shock. 

It was beyond her imagination that Lawrence would resort to such a plan. 

Now, he no longer cared about the consequences. 

Even if he had to use force, he was determined to take Nicole and her two 
children away. 

As for Jared, Lawrence decided he would settle things with him once 
everything was in place. 

Ian approached, his voice low but firm as he said, “Ms. 

Riddle, let’s go.” Nicole clenched her teeth silently and stood up to follow 
them. 

But she thought, even if Lawrence was taking her away now, it would likely be 
to Mecrounia, where Charlie was. 

Once there, she planned to find a way to contact Charlie. 

Nicole gave Lawrence a meaningful look. 
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helicopter waited on the lawn, ready for immediate departure from San Joto. 

“Get in,” Lawrence said to Nicole, noticing her momentary pause. 

“Alright,” Nicole responded, stepping into the helicopter first. 

She figured it was best to go along for now, seeing no viable way to escape. 



Resistance seemed futile. 
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With everyone on board, the helicopter lifted off, quickly gaining altitude and 
leaving the area behind. 

As the helicopter shrank to a mere speck in the sky, Doretta made her 
appearance, her expression one of deep concern. 

Without wasting a moment, she hurried away from the scene. 

Her destination was clear: the Riddle residence. 

In the study, Jared frowned at Doretta. 

“Why are you here?” “Nicole has been taken by Lawrence,” Doretta said 
through clenched teeth. 

“After discussing the plan with Nicole, I left first. 

“But then, I remembered something and turned back, only to see someone 
taking Nicole away. 

“I followed them and discovered she was captured by Lawrence’s people.” 

Jared’s expression darkened when he realized Lawrence might have been 
waiting for a moment when Nicole was alone to capture her. 

If Doretta hadn’t had a reason to return, they might not have found out about 
this so quickly. 

“I’ll have Max work with you. 

We’ll rescue her immediately,” Jared instructed Doretta without hesitation. 

“No,” Doretta said, shaking her head. 

“I wanted to rescue her at the time, but she signaled me not to reveal myself 
and to bring the message to you instead.” She was shocked at Nicole’s 



gesture, but she refrained from attempting a rescue and chose to follow 
Nicole’s wishes. 

“So she has a plan?” Jared’s expression turned more serious as he thought, 
‘It must be so, otherwise why wouldn’t she let Doretta rescue her?! “It seems 
like it,” Doretta replied. 

“And they’ve left ona helicopter. 

It’s too late to stop them from leaving San Joto.” “Did she say anything else?” 

Jared’s eyes narrowed slightly, indicating that since Nicole willingly left with 
Lawrence, she must have had a plan. 

Doretta answered, “Nicole mentioned going to Mecrounia.” Jared fell silent for 
a moment, his gaze intense. 

After a while, he finally said, “Get ready. 

We’re leaving right away.” “Okay.” Doretta agreed and quickly left the Riddle 
residence. 

A short while later, Jared emerged from the study, looking composed once 
more. 

In the living room, Daniel and Gloria were watching TV with Nolan and Lana. 

We might not be back for a few days,” Jared sat down and gathered Nolan 
and Lana into his arms. 

Nolan seemed hesitant. 

“Is it really about work?” he asked. 

“Of course, it’s work,” Jared said with a slight smile. 

If it was just a minor issue, they could have talked in the living room, right?! 
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was, Jared felt somewhat resigned but knew he couldn’t tell the truth at this 
moment. He could only say, “Doretta came because of something else. I have 



to go to the airport now and leave with Mommy. Well be back soon.” “Oh, 
okay,” Nolan agreed, but it didn’t seem like Jared had convinced him. 

It looked more like he didn’t want to waste time, saying, “Then go find 
Mommy.” 

“Mm.” Gently touching Nolan’s head, Jared said meaningfully, “Take good 
care of your sister, and don’t leave the sight of adults.” 

Looking at Jared, Nolan bit his lip and finally nodded. “I know.” 

Although the specifics of the situation were unclear to him, Nolan could tell 
that Jared’s explanation was an oversimplification. He also grasped that 
Jared’s reference to “adults” wasn’t limited to Gloria and Daniel, but included 
the security personnel stationed near their kindergarten, tasked with their 
protection. 
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Nolan was deeply concerned, suspecting something significant had occurred. 

However, he didn’t want his worry to distract Jared, so he offered his support, 
“Lana and I will be good, Daddy. You should go.” 

He restrained himself from asking further questions, aware that doing so might 
reveal his suspicions to Jared. Thus, he chose to maintain the facade of 
unawareness. 

Jared exchanged a significant glance with Nolan, appreciating his son’s 
maturity before leaving with a heart a bit lighter. 

Jared suspected Nolan might have picked up on more than he let on. 

However, seeing Nolan’s composed behavior, Jared felt reassured that Nolan 
would patiently wait for his and Nicole’s return, alleviating any immediate 
concerns Jared might have had. 

Watching Jared leave, Gloria turned to Daniel with a worried expression.” 
What should we do?” 



Even though Jared hadn’t explained anything, merely leaving Nolan and Lana 
in their care, she could sense something was amiss. She thought,1 Nicole 
said she would stay late at the office to finish some work, then she didn’t 
come home at all, and Doretta showed up instead. After a while, Doretta left, 
and Jared said he had to leave the country…’ Daniel’s expression darkened 
as he said, “We’ll take good care of Nolan and Lana. Let’s leave the rest to 
them.” He knew they couldn’t help much at this moment; ensuring the children 
had nothing to worry about was their way of assisting. 

Gloria looked at Nolan and Lana, then hugged the little ones close, thinking, 
‘Right, we’ll take care of Nolan and Lana, so Jared and Nicole can focus on 
what they need to do.’ Soon, a helicopter ascended, leaving San Joto. By the 
time it landed in Mecrounia, daylight was breaking. 

Charlie, having received the message, had been waiting for some time. 

“Mr. Johnston.” As Jared and Doretta disembarked, Charlie approached. 

“How is it?” Jared’s voice was icy. 

“We’ve sent people to investigate, but there’s no news about Mrs. Johnston 
yet,” 

Charlie responded. 

Upon receiving Jared’s message, he had ordered his people to monitor 
Lawrence’s base for any activity. However, they hadn’t yet located Nicole. 

Charlie raised a point of concern, touching on something they all worried 
about, “Mr. Johnston, regarding Nolan and Lana…” 
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hotel first. Nicole might try to reach US,” Doretta said through clenched teeth. 

She was sure Nicole had a plan; otherwise, Nicole wouldn’t have willingly 
gone with Lawrence. Not only did Nicole stop her from revealing herself, but 
she also told her to send a message directing them to come here- there had 
to be a reason behind Nicole’s actions. 



After thinking for a moment, Jared agreed, “Let’s go to the hotel for now.” For 
now, all they could do was wait. Plus, Jared had some things to take care of. 

Soon, they reached the hotel and got settled. They needed to wait for more 
news, but they couldn’t just sit around; they needed a plan of action. 

Meanwhile, Lawrence had made sure Nicole was comfortable, but he didn’t 
take her to his main base. Instead, he chose a small fishing village nearby. 
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The village reminded Nicole of Crescent Island, where they had once lived, 
but here, it wasn’t an isolated island. It was still hard to communicate with the 
outside world, though. 

Lawrence’s people were keeping a close eye on Nicole’s every move. 

Looking outside at the people, Nicole frowned, deciding it was best not to do 
anything rash for now. Resting might be the smartest choice-building up 
strength and maybe tricking those outside into lowering their guard. 

Nicole lay down to sleep and actually drifted off. 

When she woke up, it was already getting dark. 

“I can’t believe I slept for so long. Taking the helicopter all night yesterday 
really tired me out,” Nicole muttered to herself. 

Nicole checked outside and saw the people keeping watch were still there. 

Someone noticed her movement and knocked on the door. “Miss, your dinner 
is ready.” “Have it brought in,” Nicole said, knowing she needed to eat well to 
keep her strength up. 

Looking at the decent meal brought to her, Nicole shrugged and started 
eating. 

While eating, she kept an eye on the outside, thinking about how to find an 
opportunity to contact Jared and the others. ‘Doretta received my covert signal 
and didn’t show herself, so she must have gone to find Jared by now. 



‘They should already be in Mecrounia, likely searching for me. 

‘I didn’t expect Lawrence to be so cautious, not taking me to the base but 
keeping me here.’ As she thought, footsteps approached. Nicole’s pupils 
slightly contractedit was Lawrence. 

Putting down her utensils, Nicole looked up at the person who had just 
entered. 

“Is the meal to your liking?” Lawrence asked. 

“If there’s nothing else, I’m tired,” she said coldly, effectively dismissing 
Lawrence. 

Nicole remained silent, cursing internally, ‘Return to how things were before? 
In your dreams! 

‘We will never be possible, not in the past, not now, and certainly not in the 
future.’ 
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upset, so he didn’t insist she stay. “Alright then, you rest,” he said, getting up 
to leave. 

He understood she needed time, especially since he could easily control her. 
He was confident she would give in once Nolan and Lana arrived. 

As Lawrence walked away, Nicole’s expression turned cold. ‘Lawrence, you 
shouldn’t have brought Nolan and Lana into this.’ Pretending to sleep until the 
noises outside stopped, Nicole peeked out and saw the guards. They were 
still there, but they had nodded off, giving her an opportunity. 

After securing the door, Nicole retrieved her hidden watch and sent a 
message. 

Meanwhile, Doretta knocked on Jared’s door. “Nicole sent a message.” 
“Come in,” Jared’s voice came from inside the room, prompting Doretta to 
enter, followed by Charlie. 
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Jared stood by the window, gazing outside into the night. 

Turning at the sound of their entrance, Jared asked Doretta, “Where is she?” 

“Nicole sent her location but said not to rescue her yet,” Doretta replied, 
looking conflicted after sharing the location. 

She asked, “Should we follow Nicole’s lead?” She believed Nicole had 
another plan, hence her instruction not to attempt a rescue just yet. 

Jared narrowed his eyes slightly, trying to stay calm. “Well follow her lead.” 

He was eager to rescue Nicole but understood her instructions must have a 
reason. Acting impulsively could jeopardize her plan. 

“HI arrange for someone to keep watch near Mrs. Johnston’s location right 
now. 

If Mrs. Johnston is in danger, they’ll immediately proceed with a rescue,” 
Charlie said firmly. 

He believed that since they had decided to align with Nicole’s plan, ensuring 
her safety from the shadows was the best course of action. This way, they 
could intervene if absolutely necessary. 

Jared glanced at Charlie and cautioned, “Be careful not to expose yourself, so 
we don’t alert the enemy too soon.” “Yes, Mr. Johnston,” Charlie agreed 
before leaving to make arrangements. 

Doretta’s expression grew more serious as she turned to Jared. “Mr. 

Johnston, Nicole also emphasized the importance of protecting Nolan and 
Lana. 

Lawrence might target them.” “They won’t be harmed,” Jared stated firmly, his 
voice unwavering. 

He reassured himself that everything had been arranged in San Joto to keep 
Nolan and Lana safe from Lawrence’s men. 



“Alright, I’ll relay that to Nicole,” Doretta responded. She hesitated before 
cautiously asking, “Do you want to contact her?” 

“No need,” Jared shook his head. 

Even if Lawrence was aware of Doretta’s existence, he might not anticipate 
her being in Mecrounia, making her actions more discreet. 

“Okay, then I’ll leave you to it,” Doretta said before exiting the room. 

Jared was left alone, radiating a chilling resolve. 

 
 


