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Chapter 591 After all, although this heir to the Turmann family was handsome, he was
exceedingly indifferent to the ladies. He could never remember their names, and only
because she was closest to Aunt Merry that she could barely consider herself
acquainted with him.

When Vera thought of this, she could not maintain her smile any longer. She looked at
the two people walking away, and Carlisle turned sideways to speak to that woman, and
the smile on his face was extremely gentle!

‘Carlisle have never treated a woman like this before!

Vera stared fiercely at Nicole’s back, and many girls too noticed the mood was off as
they looked at Vera with some fear. She was the most talented among them, and the
one Merry doted on the most. She may look very sweet and naive, but she was very
difficult to get along with. It was only with Carlisle that she was gentle and considerate.

How could Vera just watch as Carlisle walked away like that? As she looked at his back,
her fingers had already balled into a fist, yet her voice was still sweet as ever. “Carlisle,
wait a moment. | have something to speak with you!”

She lifted her long skirt and trotted over. Looking at the somewhat puzzled Carlisle and
the beautiful Nicole behind him, a look of jealously flashed across her eyes.

‘How can a woman have such a vixen-like appearance? She must have seduced
Carlisle by some unscrupulous means!’

She did not say anything but instead gave Nicole a hostile look as if trying to silently
voice her displeasure. Nicole looked at her unfriendly face and gently raised her
eyebrow as she said.

“Carl, go ahead and talk. I'll head down first.”

Carl tried to stop Nicole as he looked irritably at Vera, who had stopped him but yet did
not speak. His voice was somewhat icy.

“Well, out with it then.” Vera gave Carlisle an incredulous look. She did not expect
Carlisle, who had always attached much importance to family affairs, to have such an
attitude. Even though she would always resort to this excuse, no matter how busy he
was, he would talk to her patiently. ‘He would have never been like this, being so
indifferent just after a few words!’ ‘It must be that woman! She purposefully said that to
Carlisle to make him impatient with her!” ‘Also, what right does she have to call Carlisle,
Carl? That’s something only a very close person could call him, and even | dare not call
him that!’




Thinking of this, Vera’s eyes reddened a little, but looking at Carlisle’s face, she dared
not say much else but instead quickly asked.

“Carlisle, will you be attending the Mobile Armor Tournament this time?” The Mobile
Armor Tournament was a yearly competition held by the Turmann family to select a
prodigy of mechanical engineering. As Carlisle was twenty this year, and as a male of
the Turmann family, he could very well be the next master of the house. So, by right, he
should be attending this tournament not only to showcase his talents but to also win
fame and glory for the family.

After all, the Turmann family had been severely hobbled in secret, and many other
families were eyeing them as if waiting for the great tree to fall.

Carlisle obviously knew this. He looked at the anticipant Vera and nodded as he said. ‘I
will be participating as well.” Vera’s eyes visibly lit up as she looked at Carlisle and said
excitedly. “Really? I'm eighteen this year, so | can finally join the Mobile Armor
Tournament as well. It seems like | can team up with you this time, Carlisle!”
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As she said that, she let out a bashful looking, looking very alluring.

Carlisle, however, wore no expression. Seeing that she had no other matter to talk
about, he turned to leave with Nicole and then asked Nicole in an intimate matter.

“Are you planning to join the Turmann Mobile Armor Tournament?”
After saying that, he shook his head. “Nah, forget it. Better not.”

Nicole glanced at him as she turned and headed downstairs, not being bothered to
respond. Carl, however, said excitedly as he followed behind her, “Even if you don't
participate, can you come to see my match? I've put a lot of effort into this!” Vera
chased after the two. When she saw Carlisle being so warm to Nicole, yet she was
being so cold to him, a surge of jealousy raged within her, yet she still maintained a
gentle facade as she said.

“Yes, how about you come and spectate the tournament? You cannot participate in it
and experience the sense of achievement of designing and piloting your own Mobile
Armor, but for an outsider like you, just witnessing it alone is very beneficial!” In
between the lines spoken, she was looking down on Nicole.

When Nicole heard this, she gave Vera a glance. Her gaze was faint, yet it was enough
to cause the latter to shrink back a little when she looked at her.




‘This woman, why does it feel like she can see through me!

Even so, Vera still had a haughty air about her as she looked at Nicole with faint disdain
in her eyes.

It was only her that thought that she had hid her disdain well enough that no one could
detect it.

Carl gave Vera a glance as he frowned a little, seemingly wanting to say something.
Yet, Nicole calmly responded. “I will attend the tournament.” She also wanted to know if
Carl’s family had managed to produce a new generation of talent over the past few
years. Carl was immediately drawn by her words. He excitedly pulled Nicole ahead as
he kept asking. “Are you really attending, Nicole? That’s the way. You know, I've made
ample preparations for this. Although | have no idea if | can win the championship, |
should have no problem getting into the top three!” As he said that, he raised his chest
proudly.

Seeing that he seemed to be satisfied if he could get into the top three, a helpless smile
appeared in Nicole’s eyes. Carl was still the same as he was back then. When the two
of them were in a team, he always felt that good enough was enough. If it were not for
her dragging him to train, he would have just relaxed his day away and done nothing.

And he was still the same now.

When Carl saw her looking at him like that, he seemingly recalled something as his
eyes gleamed. He knew how powerful Nicole was, and for him to show off like this
before her, wasn't it a little ridiculous?

Just as he wanted to say something, Nicole patted him on the shoulder and said gently.
“You are a talented man, Carl. Don’t waste it.”

As she said that, she walked down and did not see Carl’s rather stunning look. He
clenched his fist as he looked at Nicole’s back, his eyes determined. “| will definitely
take the championship.” Vera chased after the two, and when she saw Carl standing
there, she sheepishly walked over as she said gently to Carl.” Carlisle, let’s not talk to
that girl anymore. | don’t think she knows anything about Mobile Armors. Being with her
just pulls down your status.”
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Chapter 593 The way she put it was most affectionate. She was the most talented of

her generation and by right deserved to stand beside Carlisle.




And what woman is nothing!” So what if she got the favor of the master of the house?
She cannot help Carlisle in terms of his career or other matters. For him to get her to
resolve the crisis the Turmann family is facing, the master must be crazy!

Thinking of this, Vera raised her head proudly as she waited for Carl’s affirmation.

Yet, Carl straight up ignored her as he only gave her a cold, mocking glance before
chasing after Nicole and walking out with the latter. Vera could only watch as Carl left
just like that. She grasped the arm of one of the girls firmly, causing the latter to scream
out in pain. Vera then glanced at her and gave an insincere apology. “Sorry.”

She may be saying that, but as she looked at the two departing figures, a veil of
menace appeared over her sweet-looking face. ‘This woman. She dares to seduce my
Carlisle! I'll make her pay for that!” Nicole did not know what Vera was thinking as she
slowly made her way downstairs. Many people were already gathered in the hall, each
of them sitting upright as if they were waiting for something. Elijah was still squinting
lazily as usual. Yet, Nicole could sense that he was also a little nervous about what was
about to happen. His entire person was unprecedentedly tensed.

Seeing this, Nicole frowned a little. ‘Who exactly is making Elijah so tensed?’

The two walked over to the dining table, and Elijah looked up to see his son and Nicole
walking over, a smile appearing on his face.

“You're here.” Nicole nodded. She then naturally sat beside Elijah amidst everyone’s
gaze, her composure calm as ever. Elijah looked at her and was very satisfied. He
secretly gave his useless son a number of winks. Unfortunately, perhaps because he
was squinting, or Carl could not be bothered to pay any attention to him, he got no
response. Elijah then withdrew his gaze with some disappointment.

His son had liked Nicole for a good while now. Yet the boy did not say anything to her
and was getting along with Nicole just like a friend.

‘There was a saying that the early bird gets the worm, yet why didn’t it work with
Nicole?’ Elijah sighed for a while, and as he thought of the person he was about to face,
a grim look appeared in his eyes. To shift his attention away, he turned and started
chatting with Nicole, only for Carl to hear him ask, “Nicole, what sort of man do you like?
What do you think of Carl?” Carl immediately froze as he did not even have the courage
to look at Nicole. His gaze simply wandered between the food on the table. He felt like
strangling his father, yet he was anticipating within as well. Elijah’s voice was not soft,
and everyone heard his question as they looked over in surprise. ‘What does the master
mean? Does he mean to make this girl the future matriarch of the Turmann family?’

‘Carl was very likely the next head of the Turmann family. With Elijah’s attitude, is he
giving up the various aristocratic ladies waiting for Carlisle’s hand in Mecrounia and
letting him marry this nobody of a Hustuaburgian woman?’
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Chapter 594 Everyone’s faces changed when they thought of it.

Merry looked at her eldest brother in surprise. However, the shock on her face quickly
disappeared. She was soon gloating

‘Without the help of a powerful wife, Carlisle would not be able to hold his position even
if he became the head of the family.’

There was a glimmer of light in her eyes as she and Simon looked at each other.

Eber frowned and looked at his eldest brother in disapproval. He had a lot of respect for
Nicole after she displayed her abilities yesterday, but she was still not qualified to be a
wife in the Turmann family. Vera, who was next to Merry, took a deep breath when she
heard Elijah’s words. Her eyes filled with undisguised hatred. She tried to control her
emotions, but she failed.

Before Nicole could speak, Vera stood up, looked at Elijah in disbelief, and said, “My
leader, you’ve said that you wouldn'’t interfere with Carlisle’s choice!” Elijah frowned
when he heard what Vera had said. He then glanced at the charming girl and turned to
Merry, “Merry, control your people.” Merry was taken aback by Vera's actions. She
quickly held her down and said, “I'm sorry, brother, | will discipline her.”

Merry scowled at Vera, and Vera realized what she had done-she had provoked the
leader in public. Her face turned pale.

“I'm sorry, my leader, for | have overstepped,” she said with her right hand on her chest
and bowed.

Elijah did not care about Vera. She did not know that he knew his son well.

‘He’ll never have a wife if | let him try to win over Nicole by himself,” he thought. Elijah
then turned around to Nicole, waiting for her answer. People from Mecrounia have
always been open and unrestrained, especially when it came to asking questions
regarding one’s relationships. Usually, girls would have blushed at the thought of
answering those questions, but Nicole did not.

Instead, she looked at Elijah with a straight face and said, “The person that | like—"

At this moment, a few servants rushed into the room and said something to Elijah.

His eyes became sharp. He did not have time to wait for Nicole to finish her words. He
then stood up and looked at everyone.




“The other party has arrived. Come with me to greet them,” he said. After that, he turned
to Nicole and shot her an apologetic look. Nicole shook her head lightly to indicate that it
was fine. ‘l wasn'’t interested in the topic anyways,’ she thought. Though, there was a

hint of disappointment in Carl’s eyes. He was not happy that Nicole’s opinion of him was

interrupted. He glared at his father, but he knew very well how important the guests who
had just arrived were. He also knew what his father did was right, so he stood up and
followed Elijah out. Nicole watched them walk away. Then, as if she had thought of
something, she got up and followed them.
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Merry was in disdain when she saw Nicole from the corner of her eyes.
“Who is this who thinks she’s worthy of walking along my side?” she said.

Vera noticed that it was Nicole. She smiled sweetly at Merry and said, “Don’t be mad,
Aunt Merry. Maybe this girl has yet to experience the world, so she wants to go have a
look with you.” Upon hearing that, Merry had a proud look on her face. She snorted as if
she agreed with Vera’s statement. She then walked out of the room without
acknowledging Nicole. Vera followed closely behind Merry and stood there obediently.
The two were about the same age and looked like sisters. However, Nicole did not pay
much attention to those two. Instead, she slowly walked behind them. Not long after,
even the collateral descendants of the Turmann family surpassed her and gave her a
scorful look along the way. In their opinion, this woman wanted to get in on the throne.
She was favored by the head of the house and the young master. The Turmann family
had always admired those who displayed ability and strength. To them, Merry and Vera

were goddesses. Nicole had nothing but beauty. So, they did not have respect for her.
But Nicole did not care about their opinions of her. Her eyes narrowed when she looked
at the car parked in front of the Turmann Manor.

“That car logo... Why does it look so familiar?’ she thought.

Elijah, who was leading the group, looked at the car with a hint of fear and seriousness.
Carl also had a solemn expression when he saw the car. Eber and Simon were
nervous, while Merry fiddled with her watch as if it was a waste of time. However, she
did not dare show it. Everyone in Mecrounia had heard of the JJ Johnston Group. The
head of the group was said to have come from a great background. No one knew his
origins, and no one took him seriously. But when the JJ Johnston Group was founded,
the old farnily of Mecrounia found that they could not resist the unfathomable young
man. He quickly gathered resources from almost the whole country per the constitution
of Mecrounia and actively promoted the country’s economy. With such a vast empire,
everyone was scared. People were also jealous of what he had-for example, the
Intercontinental Party. Elijah had received news that the government had a fallout with




the JJ Johnston Group. The Intercontinental Party then sent out to deal with the head of
the JJ Johnston Group. But the young man left calmly and unscathed.

Elijah was a little surprised and uneasy at the same time when the influential figure
suddenly showed interest in his family.

The two forces had an ordinary partnership at best. The other party has never shown
interest in friendship. Hence, Elijah did not try to initiate it either.

‘But they sent us the evidence the Thorne family has against us.’

This made Elijah doubt their intentions. After all, he was the head of the family. It was
customary for him to overthink

This was also why Merry did not dare pull a long face in front of the leader of the JJ
Johnston Group despite her prideful manner. She did not dare to go against someone
with such great power. 3

Chapter 596

Merry stared at the car window, her eyes filled with nervousness and curiosity,

The founder of JI Johnston Group was well-known in Mecrounia. He was a low key a

mysterious person, but few had met him. No one in the Turmann family had met him
except Merry’s late father.

Vera noticed the look in Merry’s eyes and whispered, “Everyone has heard of him, but
no one has met him before. Do you think he’s ugly?”

Just as Vera finished talking, the side door opened slowly, and Janus walked out.

He ignored the people in front of him and respectfully walked to the other side of the
car. He pulled the door handle open and stood aside with his head down while he
waited for the person to step out.

Merry stared straight at the car in front of her without a word. She watched a pair of long
slender legs step out of the car, and her eyes slowly moved upward. The face she saw
was a face that she would repeatedly describe for decades to come.

When the pair of striking eyes looked at her, she felt like she was floating on air.

Merry stared blankly at the man in front of her as her heart was pounding. |

Elijah also looked at him in surprise. ‘| knew he was young, but | didn’t know that he was
that young!" he thought.




After a wave of emotions, Elijah calmed down and said with a smile, “You’re the founder
of JJ Johnston Group?”

Jared looked at the middle-aged man in front of him, who had dark green eyes. He
nodded lightly. His lips curled slightly when he saw Carl, who was agape.

“So we meet again,” he said.

Carl could not believe his eyes. “This guy is the founder of JJ Johnston Group? The guy
that dad told me not to provoke?’

Carl took a deep breath as he thought of the time when he had made a move on Jared.
He tried to force a smile, but he could not. Hence, he spoke in a stiff tone: “What are
you doing here?”

Elijah gave Carl a dissatisfied look when he heard his tone of voice. “Do you two know
each other?” he asked,

Jared looked at Carl with a half-smile and said, “Friendship grows in exchange for
blows.”

Elijah looked at Jared and then turned to Carl upon hearing this. ‘What on earth is the
meaning of this?’ he thought.

Janus, who was behind Jared, recognized that Carl was the one who helped them last
night. He looked at Carl calmly and thought, ‘So Jared actually knows the Turmann
family. No wonder he sent them the information to help them.’

Elijah also sensed that the other party did not seem to be hostile to his family. By the
looks of this young man, if Carl really offended them, he wouldn’t be standing here.’

“I guess this is fate, right? Let’s go in and have a drink,” Elijah said with a laugh.
Carl frowned, but he did not say anything.

Eber was concerned but would not refute his elder brother’s decision. On the other
hand, a ray of light flashed in Simon’s eyes.
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Chapter 596

Merry stared at the car window, her eyes filled with nervousness and curiosity,



The founder of JI Johnston Group was well-known in Mecrounia. He was a low key a
mysterious person, but few had met him. No one in the Turmann family had met him
except Merry’s late father.

Vera noticed the look in Merry’s eyes and whispered, “Everyone has heard of him, but
no one has met him before. Do you think he’s ugly?”

Just as Vera finished talking, the side door opened slowly, and Janus walked out.

He ignored the people in front of him and respectfully walked to the other side of the
car. He pulled the door handle open and stood aside with his head down while he
waited for the person to step out.

Merry stared straight at the car in front of her without a word. She watched a pair of long
slender legs step out of the car, and her eyes slowly moved upward. The face she saw
was a face that she would repeatedly describe for decades to come.

When the pair of striking eyes looked at her, she felt like she was floating on air.

Merry stared blankly at the man in front of her as her heart was pounding. |

Elijah also looked at him in surprise. ‘| knew he was young, but | didn’t know that he was
that young!" he thought.

After a wave of emotions, Elijah calmed down and said with a smile, “You’re the founder
of JJ Johnston Group?”

Jared looked at the middle-aged man in front of him, who had dark green eyes. He
nodded lightly. His lips curled slightly when he saw Carl, who was agape.

“So we meet again,” he said.

Carl could not believe his eyes. “This guy is the founder of JJ Johnston Group? The guy
that dad told me not to provoke?’

Carl took a deep breath as he thought of the time when he had made a move on Jared.
He tried to force a smile, but he could not. Hence, he spoke in a stiff tone: “What are
you doing here?”

Elijah gave Carl a dissatisfied look when he heard his tone of voice. “Do you two know
each other?” he asked,

Jared looked at Carl with a half-smile and said, “Friendship grows in exchange for
blows.”




Elijah looked at Jared and then turned to Carl upon hearing this. ‘What on earth is the
meaning of this?’ he thought.

Janus, who was behind Jared, recognized that Carl was the one who helped them last
night. He looked at Carl calmly and thought, ‘So Jared actually knows the Turmann
family. No wonder he sent them the information to help them.’

Elijah also sensed that the other party did not seem to be hostile to his family. By the
looks of this young man, if Carl really offended them, he wouldn’t be standing here.’

‘I guess this is fate, right? Let’s go in and have a drink,” Elijah said with a laugh.
Carl frowned, but he did not say anything.

Eber was concerned but would not refute his elder brother’s decision. On the other
hand, a ray of light flashed in Simon’s eyes.
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Chapter 597 ‘The founder of JJ Johnston Group...’

There was a hint of viciousness on Simon’s face when he thought of this, but it was
fleeting.

Just as he wanted to say hello to the young man, he heard a strange voice behind him.

Merry gently held onto her chest as she recovered from having a rapid heartbeat. She
quickly showed her enthusiasm after her brother’s invitation, fearing the other party
would reject it.

“Yes, come in, come in. We're friendly people. Don’t worry.”

Eber and Simon had never seen Merry so excited before. ‘She had always been cold
and arrogant. She’s rude to everyone, but now she’s showing interest to a stranger?’
Both of them thought and glanced at Merry with a strange look. But Merry did not care
what they were thinking. Her eyes were fixed on Jared.

Jared turned a blind eye to her warm welcome. His eyes slowly moved back as if he
was subconsciously looking for something.

Janus noticed that his master was slow to respond. However, he did not know what
Jared was thinking. So he quietly guarded by his side.

Inversely, Carl knew precisely what the man was thinking about and felt an inexplicable
discomfort in his heart.




Merry walked to Jared’s side regardless of Vera’s blockage. “Hi, my name is Merry
Turmann. Would you like me to make you a cup of coffee?” she asked with a confident
smile.

At the same time, she was admiring the handsome face in front of her.

‘I've never seen such a perfect human being. The closer | get to him, the more flawless
he becomes,’ she thought with desire in her eyes.

This was the first time she had ever had a crush on someone. ‘| must have him.” 1

Many collateral descendants were jealous of Jared. ‘Merry is an ice queen. But now
she’s warming up to this guy?’ they thought. However, Jared still did not respond to
Merry’s pursuit. He did not even spare her a glance. Instead, he pursed his lips with
indifference plastered all over his face. No one had ignored Merry like this before. She
was standing right before him, but he was not looking at her. She saw his eyes darken,
but she held on to her smile. As she was about to speak, she noticed his eyes lit up.

She turned her head and saw Nicole strolling toward them with a hand over her head.
Her skin was as white as snow, and her beauty was immaculate.

Everyone saw how Jared’s lips curled upward. There seemed to be hearts in his eyes.
Jared watched as Nicole squinted her eyes and looked in his direction.

“Let’s go,” he said.
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Chapter 598 A thoughtful expression appeared on Elijah’s face as he noticed Jared’s
smile. Nicole looked over toward them and saw Jared. Though, she was not surprised.
She walked over to him casually, stood beside him, and said calmly, “You’re late.” The
smile in Jared’s eyes deepened. He watched as Nicole took his hand and pulled him
toward Elijah.

“Here is the answer to your question,” she said. Her voice was low, but there was a hint
of certainty. Nicole glanced at Jared and said, “This is the man | like.”

At that moment, a set of complex emotions appeared behind Elijah’s eyes. He
subconsciously looked at Carl and saw the sadness in his eyes. He then turned to
Nicole and sighed.

‘She’s a clever girl,” he thought.

Elijah did not want to humiliate himself, so he smiled and nodded.




“You have good taste,” he said to Nicole. As if nothing had happened, the group invited
Jared in. Though, everyone looked at Nicole in shock.

‘No wonder the leader valued her so much. She has a connection with the founder of
the JJ Johnston Group!” Vera noticed that Merry was standing still, looking at the backs
of Nicole and Jared walking together. Her stare was like a sharp sword that pierced
through Nicole’s back. A sinister look appeared in Merry’s emerald eyes. The scene of
Jared and Nicole being together broke her heart.

‘How could this be? How could this be?!’

Vera glanced at Carl, who looked a little lost. She stepped forward to comfort him, but
he walked past her without any facial expression.

“‘Aunt Merry, did you see that?” Vera whispered.

Merry did not answer. Instead, she lowered her gaze and walked into the manor as if
nothing had happened.

Initially, many collateral descendants wanted to initiate a conversation, but they noticed
Merry’s cold aura and decided to stay silent.

However, Vera, who was closest to her, heard her say, “I'll make her pay.”
Jared sat across from Elijah in the manor while Nicole sat beside him. She looked at
Elijah, who had a solemn expression, and asked calmly, “This is the distinguished guest

you were talking about?”

Elijah nodded. At the same time, Carl, who sat beside him, lowered his head, which
made people wonder what was going on in his mind.

Jared looked at Nicole and put her hands over her shoulders while he played with her
hair. A

smile appeared in his eyes as he felt the smooth and silky hair in between his fingers.
Janus, who stood at the side, was stunned when he looked at the scene in front of him.
‘I've never seen him so relaxed... So... Happy,” he thought.

His master had always been elegant and unpredictable. Jared had never been so
comfortable in front of people.

‘Who in the world is this girl?!!
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Chapter 599 At this thought, Janus lowered his head and did not dare to continue
looking.

Meanwhile, the Turmann family sat across the two and gaped at the two. For some
reason, they felt like they were intruding.

‘Why are they acting like we're not here?’ they wondered.
Nicole glanced at Jared.

“Did you already know about the Thorne family and the Intercontinental Party joining
forces to bring down the Turmann family?” she asked resignedly.

Many from the Turmann family were stunned to hear Nicole’s words. They widened their
eyes and stared at her incredulously.

‘How could the Thorne family and the government possibly bring harm to us? What is
Nicole talking about?!’ they wondered.

Simon’s eyes flashed with slight panic; he seemed like he did not expect Nicole to say
such a thing

While Elijah did not doubt Nicole’s words, Eber asked hesitantly, “How’s that possible?
The Intercontinental Party is also a victim in this incident...”

Eber’s pupils constricted in shock as he spoke. ‘We’re getting blamed for being unable
to provide the Intercontinental Party equipment. They think we’re providing weapons to
the enemies, so they’re attempting to accuse us of treason. They refuse to back down
no matter what we say, which is precisely why we’re scrambling to find a way to
replicate the Mobile Armor.

Nicole warned me not to tell anyone beforehand about her finding the Thorne family, so
why is she suddenly saying such a thing now?’ Eber wondered.

Merry also looked at Nicole.

She sneered and said in evident disdain, “You’re full of nonsense and making things up.
What proof do you have?”

Nicole ignored her and turned to Simon with an icy look. “The Intercontinental Party
never suffered from any real damage, and that’s because they never even released the
Mobile Armors during the war. Instead, they traveled south and bombed a developing
chrome ore while they were at it!”

‘The Intercontinental Party is in cahoots with the Thorne family. This way, not only
would Simon get rid of the Turmann family for refusing to hand over their family’s Mobile




Armor blueprint, but he’d also get a hold of the JJ Johnston Group resources he
desperately wanted. He’s killing two birds with one stone!’” she thought.

Jared stared at Nicole. He did not look confused as to how she knew about the incident.

He merely smiled and said cooperatively, “That’s right, that's why I’'m here. The next
batch of goods will be delayed.”

“Jared isn’t the type who would joke about his company’s reputation. Since he’s
indirectly acknowledged the bombing of chrome ore, then what Nicole has said is very
likely true!” At this thought, an icy look appeared on Elijah’s usually calm demeanor. ‘If it
weren’t for Nicole’s return, the sanctimonious Intercontinental Party would’ve fooled me
and falsely accused me!’ he thought. Meanwhile, Merry’s expression changed slightly.
She stared at Jared, who was standing beside Nicole. He was unbelievably focused on
her; his gaze never left her ever since she appeared.

‘Did Nicole cast a spell on Jared to make him fall so madly in love with her?” she
thought.

Merry clenched her first at the thought of how Nicole effortlessly resolved the things she
said. At this point, she was no longer thinking about her family’s survival but about how
to deal with Nicole.

Nicole gazed at Elijah and said calmly, “| saw yesterday. The Intercontinental Party
must’ve sent him to handle the matter, so we need to prepare ourselves beforehand.”
Elijah nodded; he fully trusted Nicole. “In your opinion, what should we do?” he asked
without missing a beat. Carl lifted his head and met both Nicole and Jared’s gaze.
“Work with me.”

“Work with him.”
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Chapter 600 Eber widened his mouth in disbelief after hearing their suggestion. Then,
he glanced at Elijah doubtfully.

‘The JJ Johnston Group should be able to overcome this challenge, so why do they
want to collaborate with us? What's in it for them? Nobody would do something that
doesn’t bring them benefit,” Eber thought as he stared at Nicole.

Meanwhile, Elijah stared at Nicole. He understood why the JJ Johnston Group was
helping him; he was silent for a few moments before nodding in agreement.

“Sure, let's do it. What do we need to do?”.




Nicole turned to Jared; she seemed to be silently questioning him as well.
However, Jared looked back at her and chuckled.

“Will you be leaving this place?” he asked.

Nicole immediately shook her head without hesitation.

Jared was not surprised at Nicole’s response. He turned to Elijah with a smile before
knocking on the table gently; it sounded unusually loud and clear.

“I'll think of a way to gather the needed materials within a week. There are only two
things that you need to do: number one, do your best and upgrade the Mobile Armor.
Use the least amount of time to develop a Mobile Armor that can be used on the
battlefield, has double the combat power, and can be mass produced. Number two.”
He turned to look at Nicole with a gleam in his eyes.

‘I want to stay in the room next to hers.”

Everyone stared at them speechlessly.

The first request sounded incredibly difficult. However, it seemed somewhat normal
after they had heard Jared’s second request.

‘Mobile Armors with double the combat power that can also be mass produced? Dream
on. If success could be achieved so easily, we wouldn’t be stagnant for this many
years,’ they thought.

Among all of the people present, only Merry had what it took to possibly fulfill Jared’s
request.

However, Merry frowned slightly.

‘Optimizing the Mobile Armor isn’t an issue. The real issue is: how will | get my brothers
to collect all of the blueprints? And how will | upgrade the basic data?’ she wondered.

Regardless, she did not want to be looked down on by Jared.

Merry gritted her teeth and turned to the crowd. Everyone was looking at her with
anticipation “I'll do my best,” she said slowly.

Merry subconsciously knew that Elijah would let her take on the responsibility, so she

answered to get him to agree to the collaboration. Meanwhile, Elijah did not question
them at all. While Jared’s first request was a little challenging for them, he sighed in




relief once he saw Nicole’s calm expression. ‘| don’t have to worry much when Nicole’s
here. The second request is simple. There’s an empty room next to Nicole’s; we’ll have
to tidy up the room and let him move in. But Carlisle... | can’t force Nicole if she isn’t
interested in him.’

At this thought, he looked at Jared and said without hesitation, “No problem.”

Eber and Simon looked at their brother in shock.

‘Elijah and Merry have the guts to take on such an unattainable task! Is this a joke?’
they wondered.




