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Chapter 731 “Lloyd!” Bradley was overjoyed, clapping his hands as he finally met his
idol.

Lloyd stepped up to the stage and greeted the audience. “Hello everyone, I'm Lloyd
Holder, a graduate of the Royal Creek Institute in acting.”

Thunderous applause rose from the audience to the school’s previous senior, who had
become a famous artist in showbiz.

But Lloyd’s eyes were busy searching for Nicole in the crowd. Eventually, he found her
and could not help but smile gently at her.

Lulu was stunned. “Wow! Isn’t LIoyd looking over here? He is smiling at me!”

Nicole said nothing, knowing that Lloyd was saying hello to her. But she only responded
with a slight nod of her head. But that was enough for Lloyd.

Retracting his gaze, Lloyd continued to speak. Afterward, he handed the microphone
back to Preston and left the stage.

Preston was excited, too. Nicole looked at her cousin from behind and pursed her lips
helplessly. He looks as cool as a cucumber on normal days, but it turns out that he can
get excited, too, when he sees Lloyd.

Nicole smiled at the thought of this. She sat back down and watched the show with her
arms crossed as Preston continued to preside.

Sitting in the back row, Gary suddenly said, “Was Lloyd looking at you?”

Nicole raised an eyebrow, not expecting Gary to have observed so closely. She
groused, saying, “None of your business.”

Gary’s face darkened, and he muttered to himself. “‘While there is something going on
between Nicole and Harvey, here comes another guy. She and Lloyd know each other?’

“Who the hell is this brat?”

Jack heard it and asked, “What did you say, Gary?”

Gary did not bother to answer him. “Just watch your show.”
Jack looked away and shifted his attention back to the stage.

Not far away, Vivian stomped her feet and glared at Gary and Nicole.




The opening speech had finally ended, and a series of performances began. Besides
musicals, there were also song and dance performances from the university
department. They all were awesome, and the performances of the performance art
faculty were even more amazing.

Snow, who was from the performance art faculty, was at the center of the performance.
She stole the limelight in an instant, and many cheered along. People who admired
Snow were screaming at the top of their lungs that Snow was the most popular girl in

the school as if they had long forgotten that Snow had fallen off that altar.

Snow was doing her best dancing on stage while her eyes involuntarily looked at
Harvey, trying to get his attention.

But Harvey had a nonchalant expression, cold to the extreme.
The longer Snow danced, the more diffident she was, and she nearly made mistakes
during her last dance movement. Fortunately, she managed to recover and stabilize her

posture in time.

No one but Nicole had noticed that Snow’s dance movements were not as neat as
expected.

But because there were fewer song and dance programs, Snow’s show appeared very
exciting. At the time of voting, she got the highest score in the university department.

“It will be our turn soon,” Lulu said with excitement. “Snow has performed well, but you
are still the best looking.”

Nicole did not care what others thought. After all, she did not intend to compete for the
heroine’s role.

Vivian came up to them. “It's almost our turn. Ms. Emerson told us to go backstage and
get ready.”

Only then did they get up and go backstage.

Most of the people at the lounge backstage were mostly high-school students. Each
class changed into their costumes in the order of appearance.

Lulu and June had got changed. When they saw Nicole had not, they became anxious.
“Why haven’t you got changed, Nicole?”

Nicole glanced at the order of appearance. “There’s still time. No hurry.” Her gorgeous
dress was too heavy to wear.




Lulu was anxious. “But you still need to be ready. We will help you.”
With that, the two helped Nicole change into the costume.

Just as they picked up Nicole’s costume, Lulu noticed that the sleeve of the clothing
was torn.
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“Oh my God, what’s going on?” Lulu exclaimed in shock.

June and the others immediately came up and found that Nicole’s costume had been
cut with scissors.

“Who did this?” Bradley could tell at a glance that this was a deliberate action.

He subconsciously scanned around and found that Vivian, who helped with
organizational discipline, was not there.

“It was definitely Vivian.” June also noticed it.

“How could she do this? The show is going to start right away. How could she sabotage
our class?” Jack was furious.

Gary’s face looked grave, just like everyone who was taking part in the show.
“What should we do, Nicole?” Lulu looked at her dejectedly.
Nicole pondered for a moment. “It doesn’t matter.”

She picked up a pair of scissors at once and cut off the sleeves of the costume. Without
the fancy puffy sleeves, the costume dress now looked more fashionable,

Nicole put the dress on with no hesitation, with her beautiful arms exposed. Before this,
the dress looked gorgeous but cumbersome. Now it was much simpler yet classier.

“Oh my God, it looks better than before,” Jack muttered, besotted.

Gary saw this and gave Jack a push. Jack came to his senses and quickly pulled
Wayne to look elsewhere.

Lulu and June also exclaimed, “Nicole really looks good in anything.”

“Yeah, it mainly depends on who wears them.”




They all were relieved as the crisis was diffused.

Just then, Vivian suddenly appeared. “Why are you all still here? Hurry up and wait
backstage.”

They all stared over at her.

Vivian was startled and looked at Nicole. She thought she would see a helpless Nicole,
not expecting that Nicole had fixed the costume, and what was even more surprising
was that it looked even better than before.

There was a jealous look in Vivian's eyes, “Why did you damage the prop costumes?
Do you know these costumes were borrowed from the university department and have
to be returned?”

Seeing that Vivian was still pretending, Nicole looked at her and hissed. “You know the
costume was borrowed. Why did you sabotage it?”

Vivian was stupefied, not expecting that Nicole would find out. But she looked at them
and still pleaded ignorance. “I don’t know what you’re talking about.”

“You don’t know? How about taking a look at the surveillance footage?” Nicole looked
frosty, and she glanced at the surveillance camera overhead.

Vivian was frightened, her face pale. She then looked sideways and found a
surveillance camera in the waiting area.

She glanced at Nicole in fright. “I-1-”

Nicole hissed. “Still want to make excuses? You had better figure out how you are going
to explain to Ms. Emerson.”

Jack and Wayne heard this and looked at Vivian with disdain.

“How could you do something like this?”

“‘Absolutely. That’s the honor of the class. How could you joke about it?” Wayne
reprimanded Vivian.

“I'm going to tell the teacher. People like you don’t deserve to be the class monitor,”
Lulu said impulsively. Vivian’s face suddenly crashed. “Don’t! |- really didn’t mean to
target you all.”

“I was supposed to be the target, right?” Nicole hissed.

Vivian could not help but bite her lip and admit it. “Yes, | was targeting




Gary could not hold back his anger upon seeing this. “You’ve gone too far this time,
Vivian. For the sake of your private grudges, you dragged the entire class into this? |
don’t need anyone else to intervene; I'll talk to Ms. Emerson myself.”
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Vivian was dumbfounded. “Gary, how could you say that?”

Gary looked at her with disappointment. “What else do you expect me to say? People
like you don’t deserve to be the class monitor.”

“You,” Vivian’s eyes immediately reddened as Gary had never said such a harsh word
to her before.

But today, he said such a raucous thing to her just because of Nicole. Feeling wronged
and fearful, Vivian could no longer stay at the scene.

“Gary, | hate you.” With that, she turned and ran away. But no one gave a damn to her.
June gritted her teeth. “She is horrible.”
“‘Absolutely. We can't let such a person be the class monitor again.” Bradley echoed.

“Come on. Let’s go.” Nicole wasted no time leading everyone straight away from
backstage, leaving the other students gossiping among themselves.

As they arrived backstage, they found Raine had just come off the stage.

Raine saw Nicole and Gary, her eyes filled with jealousy. She decided to shoulder-
check Nicole.

But Nicole saw it coming and avoided her in time.
Raine was wearing high heels. She missed her target and lost her balance, ending up
throwing herself straight forward. Raine screamed and then fell straight down to the

ground, completely stunning everyone else.

“Oh, my God. Raine, are you alright?” Several of Raine’s classmates gathered around
her and helped her up.

Raine’s jaw was dirty. After she was lifted, she stared at Nicole with hatred. “You did
this on purpose.”




Nicole sneered. “What have | done? Shouldn’t | dodge when you shoulder-checked
me?”

Everyone instantly understood what was going on.

Lulu could not help but echo. “You were trying to shoulder-check Nicole. Now you
deserve it.”

“Hoist by your own petard. That's a shame. Leave now, and don’t embarrass yourself
here.” Bradley taunted her.

Raine felt humiliated and could only grit her teeth and stare at Nicole. “I'm done with you
yet. You'd better watch out.”

Since the battle lines were drawn, Nicole was ready to face her threat head-on. She
smiled. “Good, | will be waiting.”

Nicole then went toward the waiting area backstage while Raine was helped off the
stage.

Jack and the others were euphoric, watching Raine flee with her tail between her legs.
“You're awesome, Nicole,” They praised.

‘Nicole is neither afraid of Vivian nor Raine!

Nicole glanced at Jack. “It doesn’t matter. You better butter your boss up instead.”

Cold-shouldered, but Jack did not resent it. Instead, it was Gary who tugged at his
collar. He somehow

thought it glaring to see Jack and Nicole together.

Soon, the twelfth-grade classes had finished their performance, and ahead of them was
Norah'’s class.

Norah and her partner seemed to have reconciled, and the two were making the most of
the time to do a read through

As Norah saw Nicole coming, her face darkened again. She felt that had Nicole not
stolen her place in the Riddle family, she would not have to grovel before someone to
apologize.

But Nicole ignored her hatred, and there was nothing Norah could do about her.




But she quickly calmed herself down, to Nicole’s surprise. But Nicole knew Norah had
always been good at controlling her emotion, so she did not care.
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Soon, the host announced the name of Norah and her classmates’ stage play, and
Norah and her classmates took the stage.

Meanwhile, Nicole stood behind the scenes, watching them perform.

Norah seemed to have been preparing for a long time, her performance deft, and she
did not forget to wink at Lloyd.

Nicole could not help but snort. LIoyd was a member of their organization, and he nearly
died during the mission last time. Since then, the Holder family recalled him and never
let him take part in missions again. So this little trick of seduction would not work on
him.

As Lloyd in the audience gave no response, Norah could not help but feel frustrated.

The show was over at last. Norah bit her lip and stepped off the stage, feeling upset.

While Norah walked past Nicole, Lulu said in a whisper, “Nicole, it’s our turn. You’re the
most beautiful today, and Lloyd will definitely pick you.”

Nicole frowned. She did not want to get involved in the entertainment industry at all.

As much as she did not care, Norah did. Before this, Norah had not noticed how
stunning Nicole was dressed. But now she did, and she bit her lips with jealousy.

“I'm not going to let her steal all the limelight today. Otherwise, | will have a place at
school.’

She glanced around. Seeing the light stand on the stage, Norah suddenly thought of
something. She left calmly, and no one cared.

Preston played the announcer for Nicole this time.
The curtain opened, and Nicole and the others made their appearance. Nicole smiled as
she walked past Preston, and Preston made an all-the-best hand gesture to her. Nicole

returned a thank-you smile.

The big red curtain slowly rose, and the stage drama of Class B officially began.




Offstage, Lloyd’s eyes lit up as soon as he saw Nicole.

The music rose, and Nicole slowly recited her lines. She had put little effort into
rehearsing before, but she was extremely talented. As soon as she got serious about it,
her eye expression and emotions were engaged.

Lloyd had never seen Nicole like this. Before this, she was cold and calm in front of him,
but looking at the expressive girl on the stage, he was enchanted.

Anna, who was next to Lloyd, smiled involuntarily. “Is she the one you're
recommending?”

Lloyd came out of his daze. “Uh-huh.”

“Not bad. Her beauty is one of a kind. Besides, she has practiced the lines well and is
emotionally engaged. The stage play becomes very vivid with her participation.”

“Yeah, | didn’t expect her to be so talented.”
As Lloyd watched with ecstasy, Anna started to consider Nicole seriously. She
subconsciously said a few words to the assistant director beside her, and the assistant

director nodded, paying a little more attention to Nicole.

Edwin and Harvey, who were sitting together, were dumbfounded when they saw Nicole
appear in a

gorgeous costume.
“Is this the poker-faced Nicole that we know? She is a gorgeous princess in this dress.”

Harvey’s eyes were filled with a fiery sense of possessiveness. He had never seen
Nicole dress so beautifully. He was captivated by just looking at her.

The audience was also exclaiming with surprise.
“That is the girl from the high school; she is stunning.”
“Yeah, she recites the lines well, so natural.”

As everyone praised Nicole, Raine and Snow’s faces turned grave.

Norah, who was still backstage, could not be more jealous at seeing Nicole’s brilliant
performance. ‘Wait and see. | swear | will not let her steal the limelight anymore.

Chapter 735




On stage, the stage play of Nicole and Gary had reached the climax. The prince died
because of the princess, and the princess walked to the center of the stage with a sad
recitation of the line and said the line of imminent martyrdom with a sad face.

It was only a stage play, but it tugged at the audience’s heartstrings, some girls even
welling up because of the plot. Nicole’s sad appearance made those girls feel pity, and
those boys felt sad and wanted to protect her.

One of them was Edwin. “Nicole’s acting skills are also too incredible; it makes me want
to go on stage to protect her.”

Harvey could not help but glance back at him. Edwin shut up at once, not daring to
speak anymore.

Samuel and Spencer were sitting together, and Samuel’s eyes had already reddened.
“Nicole’s performance is awesome.”

Spencer looked at him with disdain. “You big man. Stop crying already.”
As excellent as Nicole’s performance is, you've got to control yourself.’

Samuel nodded and looked at Stanley, who was sitting not far away. Stanley was also
full of admiration and pride, as her sister was stealing all the limelight.

Just as everyone was admiring Nicole, a loud mechanical noise came from above the
stage.

Everyone subconsciously looked up, only to find that the stage lighting fixture was
falling.

“Oh, my God!” The lighting fixture was just above Nicole; the consequences of it falling
was unimaginable.

“Watch out, Nicole.” Samuel, Spencer, and Stanley all shouted a warning.

Lloyd, who was closest to Nicole, stood up anxiously. “Nicole, get out of the way.”

Nicole had sensed danger and was subconsciously about to run, but she looked back
and saw Gary still lying on the ground playing dead.




“Watch out, Gary.” With no time to think, Nicole ran toward Gary and pulled him away at
once.

Bang!

A stage light fixture with a diameter of over a meter fell, smashing down and leaving
behind a massive hole in the floor, with debris strewn everywhere.

Had Nicole not reacted fast enough, one of Gary’s legs would have been smashed.
Gary was struck dumb, not knowing what had just happened. Only when he looked
back did he see a humongous hole in the stage floor and looked back at Nicole

involuntarily.

Nicole’s face was pale, and Gary said with a stunned face, “Nicole, did you just save my
life?”

Nicole did not bother to answer his question. She let go of him and stood up. Now, only
did Gary see what appeared to be fragments of a lighting fixture leave a cut wound on
Nicole’s arm, her bare arm covered in blood.

“You’re hurt?” Gary stood up nervously and looked at her with concern.

Nicole avoided his outstretched hand and said warily, “I'm fine. It's just a minor cut.”

Her eyes were looking at the lighting fixture overhead, above which was a metal
maintenance passageway. It was narrow, but it was passable.

It might look like an accident, but it was strange that only the lighting fixture above
Nicole and Gary had fallen off.

But she had no time to think because people were scrambling up the stage by now.

Preston nervously leaned over and looked at Nicole’s arm with a nervous face. “Are you
hurt, Nicole?”

Nicole could only nod and say, “I'm fine.”

“‘How can you be fine when you are bleeding? Let’s go to the infirmary.” Lulu and the
others had also come up to her.

Gary was ashamed of himself, not knowing what to say at this moment.

Suddenly someone jumped on the stage. Before everyone knew it, someone carried
Nicole with both arms.




Nicole was stunned. She looked up and found that it was Lloyd.
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Chapter 736 Nicole’s face darkened. “What are you doing, Lloyd?” Lloyd looked
worried. “What am | doing, Nicole? I'm taking you to the hospital.”

With that, he ignored everyone else and left the stage with Nicole in his arms.
There was an instant uproar.

“Nicole and Lloyd know each other?” Bradley looked at everyone in surprise. Lloyd, who
was his idol, had just called Nicole by her name; the two of them seemed to be close to
each other.

Everyone seemed to realize something, looking at each other but not knowing what was
going on.

Preston was not at the party last time, so he knew nothing and was surprised by
Nicole’s relationship with Lloyd.

Spencer and Samuel could no longer sit still and left their seats, saying goodbye to
Stanley and going to see Nicole.

The most surprised person at the scene was Anna and the director team. Little did they
know Lloyd would openly carry Nicole away despite the crowd’s presence. It would
cause a publicity nightmare if the news got out.

At present, what they could do was appease the audience and post a statement online
as a preemptive measure.

Meanwhile, Nicole, who had just been carried out into the lobby by Lloyd, could not wait
to break free of his arms.

Nicole landed nimbly. She pressed a hand to her wound and glared back at Lloyd.
“You've crossed the line.”

One rule in their organization was that as much as they were partners and comrades-in-
arms, outside of the organization, they must not contact each other openly. Lloyd was
now a movie star, a public figure; his action just now was too impulsive.




‘I don’t have time for this. What’s more important is to take you to the hospital.” Lloyd
looked worried.

Nicole snorted. “Have you forgotten who | am? A medical doctor. Does anyone have
better medical skills than | do?”

Hearing this, Lloyd immediately realized that he was really reckless.

“I have a first-aid kit in my car; there is everything you want.” He quickly led the way to
his car.

Nicole said coldly, “That won’t be necessary. You’re now a movie star; we should keep
a distance from each other.” With that, she spun around. “I will go to the infirmary. Don’t
follow me again.”

Her inexorability stopped Lloyd in his tracks. He did not dare to follow her. He knew
Nicole’s temperament well; she meant what she said. If he followed her, she might
really hit him. Not that he was afraid of getting hurt. He did not want to aggravate her
injury. So Lloyd gritted his teeth and stayed where he was.

Anna had come out. “Lloyd, what‘s wrong with you? There are so many people
watching, are you going to ignore the media and public opinion?”

Lloyd calmed down. “I’'m sorry. | was just too desperate.”

Upset, Anna put a hand to her forehead. “Alright, get out of here first. Otherwise, if you
get caught by the

media, we will have problems answering questions. Wait until you get back to see
Nachelle.”

Lloyd could only follow her into the car and leave.

When Nicole arrived at the infirmary, Spencer and Samuel, Bradley, Lulu, June, Gary,
Jack, and Wayne had also arrived and jammed up the entire infirmary.

Nicole wanted to treat the wound herself, but she was afraid that they would be
surprised and ask questions. So she let the school doctor bandage it, and she would
treat it with special ointment when she returned home.

“Doctor, how’s my sister?” Samuel asked worriedly. “Will it leave a scar?”

The doctor in the infirmary nodded. “The wound is deep. I'm afraid that there will be a
scar.”

The two siblings were distressed and glanced back at Gary.




They had seen clearly that had Nicole not turned back to save Gary, she could have
entirely avoided the falling light fixture.

Gary looked at Nicole with a remorseful face. “I’'m sorry. You got injured because of

”

me.
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He also heard a strange noise at that time, but because he was afraid of affecting the
performance, he did not dare to open his eyes.

“It's alright.” Nicole glanced at him. “I don’t blame you for this. This could be sabotage.”

“A sabotage?” Everyone was shocked. Lulu hurriedly said, “Was it Vivian again?” She
could not help but think, ‘Vivian is so horrible. She targets Nicole at every turn.”

Nicole shook her head. “I don’t think she did this. She would not have the guts to go
backstage again after she was driven away.”

“Who was it then?” June was also curious. She suspected it was Raine, but during their
performance, the two sisters were offstage.

Gary saw everyone was silent, and he immediately said, “Leave it to me. The three of
us will find out who did this.”

Seeing Gary feeling a strong sense of responsibility and offering to help investigate the
matter, Samuel looked much better now. “Then we will count on you.” From Samuel’s
point of view, Gary owed it to Nicole.

Gary nodded and immediately looked at Jack and Wayne, who said in unison, “We’ll
find out the truth together.” With that, the three of them left.

Lulu and June looked at Samuel and Spencer and knew that they were worried. They
had no choice but to say goodbye to Nicole and left with Bradley.

The doctor left after bandaging Nicole’s wound, leaving only Nicole, Spencer, and
Samuel in the infirmary.

Spencer then said, “Are you suspecting anyone, Nicole?”

Nicole pondered for a moment, and a name flashed in her mind. But looking at the
expressions of her brothers, she chose not to say. “No.”

The two sighed with disappointment.




Nicole looked at them. “Don’t tell Dad and Mom about this. I’'m afraid they would be
worried. | will stay on campus for the next two days and won’t go home.”

“‘Huh?” Samuel frowned. “No. How can you stay alone with no one taking care of you?”

“It's alright.” Nicole shook her head. “Don’t worry about me. It is just a minor cut. | can
handle it myself. Mom will be sad and cry if she finds out.”

Knowing how important Nicole was to their mother, Samuel and Spencer could only
agree for the time being.

Thinking of Lloyd, Spencer continued to ask, “What is your relationship with Lloyd?”
Nicole glanced at the two and said calmly, “We just met once at the last party.”

Since Samuel and Spencer were not at the Holder family party last time, Nicole glossed
over her relationship with Lloyd.

“Just met once?” The two were still not too convinced.
Nicole bowed her head at this time. “I'm tired. Could you two go first?”

Seeing Nicole’s tired look, the two of them did not say more but helped Nicole up and
sent her back to

class.
By the time Nicole said goodbye to her two brothers and returned to class, her
classmates had gone bananas. As soon as they saw Nicole come in, they came up to

her with concern.

“Are you alright?”

“You put up an awesome performance today. It was a shame that you couldn’t finish the
show.”

Seeing everyone swarm around Nicole with compliments, Vivian, who was disliked by
everyone, felt depressed. “If she hadn’t acted, this kind of thing wouldn’t have
happened. It must be that she has too many enemies.”

As Vivian said that, she thought, ‘An obnoxious person like Nicole must have brought
trouble to herself.’

But everyone was infuriated upon hearing Vivian’s words. “I think you are jealous of
Nicole. You damaged her costume before this; maybe it was also you who sabotaged
her performance.”




Chapter 738
Vivian was stunned, “What does this have to do with me?”

“You're lower than a snake’s belly, jealous of Nicole playing the heroine, so you have a
grudge against her.”

Being blamed by everyone, Vivian was utterly stunned. “I-I didn’t.”

But no one believed her. Vivian was angry, glaring at Nicole. “This is what you told
them, right? You framed me. How can you be so despicable?”

“I think it's you who’s despicable.” Ms. Emerson’s voice was heard saying all of a
sudden. Everyone looked back and saw Ms. Emerson standing in the doorway.

She glared at Vivian while walking up to her. “I've heard about you destroying Nicole’s
costume. | didn’t expect you to go so far as deliberately breaking the lighting fixture and
trying to kill your classmates. You don’t deserve to be the class monitor with such a
character.”

“I-1 didn’t do that.” Vivian was aggrieved and desperate, “| admit that I've damaged
Nicole’s costume, but | wasn’t so vicious as to want to kill her. What's more...” Vivian bit
her lip and could not continue.

Knowing that she had been wronged, Nicole sighed and said, “What’s more, there’s
Gary beside me; you can’t hurt him.”

Everyone looked over upon hearing that. Vivian looked back in surprise, not realizing
that the person who spoke for her was Nicole.

But Nicole could not care less about Vivian. She came in front of Ms. Emerson. “I'm
sure it wasn’t Vivian who did it, Ms. Emerson. She just damaged my costume.”

Ms. Emerson frowned at Nicole as if she was not convinced. “Are you sure?”

“I'm sure.” Nicole nodded matter-of-factly. AlImost everyone knew Vivian admired Gary,
and she could not possibly hurt Gary.

Ms. Emerson then looked at Vivian. “Since Nicole has testified for you, | will believe you
for the time being. But you have repeatedly targeted Nicole and brought shame to the
class. You are no longer qualified to be the class monitor.”

Vivian looked at Ms. Emerson in surprise, not expecting that she would ask her to step
down. “Ms. Emerson-"




“It's not negotiable.” Ms. Emerson interrupted her and then turned to look at everyone
else. “The class monitor of Class B needs to have both moral integrity, ability, and
excellent grades. Nicole got the highest score in the last monthly exam. So starting
today, Nicole is the new class monitor.”

Nicole did not expect Ms. Emerson to make her the head of the class. “Ms. Emerson-”
“Don’t decline the offer. Do the job for a while. If you don’t perform well, | won'’t force
you to continue.” Ms. Emerson cut in and looked at Nicole with a serious face, as she

expected Nicole to turn it down.

‘Everyone wants to be the class monitor, but Nicole wants to turn it down and negotiate
with the teacher?’

All of her classmates were stunned by how high regard Ms. Emerson had for Nicole
right now.

Since Ms. Emerson was so insistent, Nicole could not only give in and agree.

Meanwhile, Vivian clenched her hands, her nails almost sinking into the flesh of her
palms, when she saw what happened.

She had not only been stripped of the class monitor’s position and suffered from
humiliation but also

frozen out by Nicole. Vivian pushed her classmates away and ran out of class with tears
in her eyes.

Oliver immediately went after her. Ms. Emerson felt disappointed to see all this. “I really
don’t understand how Vivian could become like this.”

Seeing Ms. Emerson’s sadness, Nicole could say nothing but still try to comfort her. “Go
take a rest, Ms. Emerson. Don’t worry. | will take care of the class affairs.”

Ms. Emerson gave Nicole a second glance involuntarily. She knew Nicole was the most
dependable candidate, and she did not have to worry when she handed Nicole the job.

“Well then, | know | can trust you. When you have found who was trying to hurt you, tell
me about it, and will handle it.”

“Thank you.” Nicole looked at Ms. Emerson gratefully.
Ms. Emerson patted her on the shoulder before leaving.

Chapter 739




As soon as the teacher left, everyone swarmed around Nicole to congratulate her.
“You will be our class monitor from now on.”

Bradley, Lulu, and June were all smiles.

Nicole was not as happy as them. Her thinking was that since she had agreed to the
job, she would have to work hard to ensure she did a good job, and that was an added
responsibility,

The school anniversary celebration had been wrapped out. There was no news of the
casting from Lloyd’s crew. But the school forum had posted videos of Nicole almost

being smashed by falling objects and saving Gary

Inside the café, Jared was watching the videos, his face darkening. He could not wait to
see Nicole. 1

“Go pick her up.” Jared got up and went downstairs, not expecting to see Nicole coming
in with Bradley. Lulu, June, Austin, Sammey, and Zeke together. Nicole’s arm was
bandaged. The others were very careful, but they all looked happy.

Austin congratulated Nicole as soon as he took his seat. “Boss, congratulations on
being the class monitor.”

Sammey looked awkward, but he still gave his blessing. “Congratulations, Boss.”
“Yeah, congratulations to Nicole for being the class monitor.” June echoed.

Meanwhile, Lulu looked triumphant. “Nicole’s grade was first in the class. She deserves
the position.”

Nicole shook her head gently. “There is nothing celebratory about being the class
monitor. There are a lot of chores to do.” Today, she had already attended to some
trivial things. It was a little exhausting.

“I'll help you if you need help.” Bradley patted his chest with assurance.

Nicole nodded in thanks, but her eyes were on Zeke. “What are you doing here?”

After school, it was Bradley and Austin who suggested celebrating. She did not know
that Zeke would also join them.

“My partner told me about it.” Zeke smiled and glanced at Austin, who also grinned.

Nicole raised an eyebrow. “When did you two become friends?”




Zeke appeared a bit embarrassed. “You know, men being men. Out of blows, friendship
grows. | recently started to appreciate Austin’s code of brotherhood.”

“Thank you for your compliment. You’re also a real man.”
While the two men looked chivalrous, Nicole had no words. As she was about to order
her coffee, she suddenly sensed an icy stare coming her way. Nicole looked back and

saw Jared behind her.

Everyone was instantly silenced, no one daring to speak at the sight of Jared, and the
air was filled with a sense of nervousness.

Nicole saw Jared gazing at her arm and knew what he was thinking. She took his hand,
sat him down beside her, and assured him, saying, “I'm fine, just a minor cut.”

Jared had a serious look on his face. “I've asked Max to find the best doctor. You go to
the hospital with me afterward.”

“‘Huh?” Nicole was appalled by how domineering this guy was.
Seeing Jared’s concern, June and Lulu could only envy Nicole.

“Go, Nicole. Jared is concerned about you.” Lulu already knew Jared’s last name, so
she tried to give Jared a hand
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Vivian was stunned, “What does this have to do with me?”

“You’re lower than a snake’s belly, jealous of Nicole playing the heroine, so you have a
grudge against her.”

Being blamed by everyone, Vivian was utterly stunned. “I-I didn’t.”

But no one believed her. Vivian was angry, glaring at Nicole. “This is what you told
them, right? You framed me. How can you be so despicable?”

“I think it's you who’s despicable.” Ms. Emerson’s voice was heard saying all of a
sudden. Everyone looked back and saw Ms. Emerson standing in the doorway.

She glared at Vivian while walking up to her. “I've heard about you destroying Nicole’s
costume. | didn’t expect you to go so far as deliberately breaking the lighting fixture and
trying to kill your classmates. You don’t deserve to be the class monitor with such a
character.”




“I-1 didn’t do that.” Vivian was aggrieved and desperate, “| admit that I've damaged
Nicole’s costume, but | wasn’t so vicious as to want to kill her. What's more...” Vivian bit
her lip and could not continue.

Knowing that she had been wronged, Nicole sighed and said, “What’s more, there’s
Gary beside me; you can’t hurt him.”

Everyone looked over upon hearing that. Vivian looked back in surprise, not realizing
that the person who spoke for her was Nicole.

But Nicole could not care less about Vivian. She came in front of Ms. Emerson. “I'm
sure it wasn’t Vivian who did it, Ms. Emerson. She just damaged my costume.”

Ms. Emerson frowned at Nicole as if she was not convinced. “Are you sure?”

“I'm sure.” Nicole nodded matter-of-factly. AImost everyone knew Vivian admired Gary,
and she could not possibly hurt Gary.

Ms. Emerson then looked at Vivian. “Since Nicole has testified for you, | will believe you
for the time being. But you have repeatedly targeted Nicole and brought shame to the
class. You are no longer qualified to be the class monitor.”

Vivian looked at Ms. Emerson in surprise, not expecting that she would ask her to step
down. “Ms. Emerson-"

“It's not negotiable.” Ms. Emerson interrupted her and then turned to look at everyone
else. “The class monitor of Class B needs to have both moral integrity, ability, and
excellent grades. Nicole got the highest score in the last monthly exam. So starting
today, Nicole is the new class monitor.”

Nicole did not expect Ms. Emerson to make her the head of the class. “Ms. Emerson-”

“Don’t decline the offer. Do the job for a while. If you don’t perform well, | won'’t force
you to continue.” Ms. Emerson cut in and looked at Nicole with a serious face, as she
expected Nicole to turn it down.

‘Everyone wants to be the class monitor, but Nicole wants to turn it down and negotiate
with the teacher?’

All of her classmates were stunned by how high regard Ms. Emerson had for Nicole
right now.

Since Ms. Emerson was so insistent, Nicole could not only give in and agree.

Meanwhile, Vivian clenched her hands, her nails almost sinking into the flesh of her
palms, when she saw what happened.




She had not only been stripped of the class monitor’s position and suffered from
humiliation but also

frozen out by Nicole. Vivian pushed her classmates away and ran out of class with tears
in her eyes.

Oliver immediately went after her. Ms. Emerson felt disappointed to see all this. “I really
don’t understand how Vivian could become like this.”

Seeing Ms. Emerson’s sadness, Nicole could say nothing but still try to comfort her. “Go
take a rest, Ms. Emerson. Don’t worry. | will take care of the class affairs.”

Ms. Emerson gave Nicole a second glance involuntarily. She knew Nicole was the most
dependable candidate, and she did not have to worry when she handed Nicole the job.

“Well then, | know | can trust you. When you have found who was trying to hurt you, tell
me about it, and will handle it.”

“Thank you.” Nicole looked at Ms. Emerson gratefully.

Ms. Emerson patted her on the shoulder before leaving.

Chapter 739

As soon as the teacher left, everyone swarmed around Nicole to congratulate her.
“You will be our class monitor from now on.”

Bradley, Lulu, and June were all smiles.

Nicole was not as happy as them. Her thinking was that since she had agreed to the

job, she would have to work hard to ensure she did a good job, and that was an added
responsibility,

The school anniversary celebration had been wrapped out. There was no news of the
casting from Lloyd’s crew. But the school forum had posted videos of Nicole almost
being smashed by falling objects and saving Gary

Inside the café, Jared was watching the videos, his face darkening. He could not wait to
see Nicole. 1

“Go pick her up.” Jared got up and went downstairs, not expecting to see Nicole coming
in with Bradley. Lulu, June, Austin, Sammey, and Zeke together. Nicole’s arm was
bandaged. The others were very careful, but they all looked happy.




Austin congratulated Nicole as soon as he took his seat. “Boss, congratulations on
being the class monitor.”

Sammey looked awkward, but he still gave his blessing. “Congratulations, Boss.”
“Yeah, congratulations to Nicole for being the class monitor.” June echoed.

Meanwhile, Lulu looked triumphant. “Nicole’s grade was first in the class. She deserves
the position.”

Nicole shook her head gently. “There is nothing celebratory about being the class
monitor. There are a lot of chores to do.” Today, she had already attended to some
trivial things. It was a little exhausting.

“I'll help you if you need help.” Bradley patted his chest with assurance.

Nicole nodded in thanks, but her eyes were on Zeke. “What are you doing here?”

After school, it was Bradley and Austin who suggested celebrating. She did not know
that Zeke would also join them.

“My partner told me about it.” Zeke smiled and glanced at Austin, who also grinned.
Nicole raised an eyebrow. “When did you two become friends?”

Zeke appeared a bit embarrassed. “You know, men being men. Out of blows, friendship
grows. | recently started to appreciate Austin’s code of brotherhood.”

“Thank you for your compliment. You’re also a real man.”
While the two men looked chivalrous, Nicole had no words. As she was about to order

her coffee, she suddenly sensed an icy stare coming her way. Nicole looked back and
saw Jared behind her.

Everyone was instantly silenced, no one daring to speak at the sight of Jared, and the
air was filled with a sense of nervousness.

Nicole saw Jared gazing at her arm and knew what he was thinking. She took his hand,
sat him down beside her, and assured him, saying, “I'm fine, just a minor cut.”

Jared had a serious look on his face. “I've asked Max to find the best doctor. You go to
the hospital with me afterward.”

“‘Huh?” Nicole was appalled by how domineering this guy was.

Seeing Jared’s concern, June and Lulu could only envy Nicole.




“Go, Nicole. Jared is concerned about you.” Lulu already knew Jared’s last name, so
she tried to give Jared a hand
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As soon as the teacher left, everyone swarmed around Nicole to congratulate her.
“You will be our class monitor from now on.”
Bradley, Lulu, and June were all smiles.
Nicole was not as happy as them. Her thinking was that since she had agreed to the
job, she would have to work hard to ensure she did a good job, and that was an added
responsibility,
The school anniversary celebration had been wrapped out. There was no news of the
casting from Lloyd’s crew. But the school forum had posted videos of Nicole almost

being smashed by falling objects and saving Gary

Inside the café, Jared was watching the videos, his face darkening. He could not wait to
see Nicole. 1

“Go pick her up.” Jared got up and went downstairs, not expecting to see Nicole coming
in with Bradley. Lulu, June, Austin, Sammey, and Zeke together. Nicole’s arm was
bandaged. The others were very careful, but they all looked happy.

Austin congratulated Nicole as soon as he took his seat. “Boss, congratulations on
being the class monitor.”

Sammey looked awkward, but he still gave his blessing. “Congratulations, Boss.”
“Yeah, congratulations to Nicole for being the class monitor.” June echoed.

Meanwhile, Lulu looked triumphant. “Nicole’s grade was first in the class. She deserves
the position.”

Nicole shook her head gently. “There is nothing celebratory about being the class
monitor. There are a lot of chores to do.” Today, she had already attended to some
trivial things. It was a little exhausting.

“I'll help you if you need help.” Bradley patted his chest with assurance.

Nicole nodded in thanks, but her eyes were on Zeke. “What are you doing here?”




After school, it was Bradley and Austin who suggested celebrating. She did not know
that Zeke would also join them.

“‘My partner told me about it.” Zeke smiled and glanced at Austin, who also grinned.
Nicole raised an eyebrow. “When did you two become friends?”

Zeke appeared a bit embarrassed. “You know, men being men. Out of blows, friendship
grows. | recently started to appreciate Austin’s code of brotherhood.”

“Thank you for your compliment. You’re also a real man.”
While the two men looked chivalrous, Nicole had no words. As she was about to order
her coffee, she suddenly sensed an icy stare coming her way. Nicole looked back and

saw Jared behind her.

Everyone was instantly silenced, no one daring to speak at the sight of Jared, and the
air was filled with a sense of nervousness.

Nicole saw Jared gazing at her arm and knew what he was thinking. She took his hand,
sat him down beside her, and assured him, saying, “I'm fine, just a minor cut.”

Jared had a serious look on his face. “I've asked Max to find the best doctor. You go to
the hospital with me afterward.”

“‘Huh?” Nicole was appalled by how domineering this guy was.
Seeing Jared’s concern, June and Lulu could only envy Nicole.

“Go, Nicole. Jared is concerned about you.” Lulu already knew Jared’s last name, so
she tried to give Jared a hand
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“Yeah, the wound is quite deep. It wouldn’t be nice to leave behind a scar.” June
genuinely cared about Nicole.

Nicole could only sigh and say, “Okay, then. You guys have coffee. It's on me.”

“No. Boss took office today; it should be on me.” Austin had a generous spirit on his
face. “Enjoy yourselves.”

Zeke smiled. “Thank you.”




Nicole also smiled, looking at Zeke with a thoughtful face.

Jared was not too happy to see this, and he pulled Nicole up from her seat. “Let’s go to
the hospital.”

“So fast?” She had not even drunk her coffee yet.

“The doctor won’t be waiting.” He simply made a random excuse.

Nicole had no choice but to follow Jared.

Outside the café, Max had already driven the car over. Nicole and Jared got into the car
together. As soon as the door was closed, Jared drew Nicole into his arms and frowned
at her. “How could you hurt yourself to save others?” In his eyes, Gary was not worth
mentioning at all, not worth Nicole saving.

Nicole sighed. “It is sort of my reflexes.”

Her professional code of conduct spelled out that she must avoid hurting the innocent
and save lives every time on a mission.

Yesterday’s incident happened so suddenly that she had no time to think, and her first
thought was to save Gary.

Jared had a serious face. “Don’t risk your life for other men next time.”
Nicole looked at his serious expression and burst into laughter.
“What are you laughing at?” Jared frowned. I'm so upset, yet she still laughs.

Nicole gave him a playful look. “You make me sound like I'm the kind of woman who will
risk my life for men. | was just doing what a normal person would do.”

Jared realized it was inappropriate for him to say that, and he still looked jealous. “But it
is what it is.”

Nicole saw his unhappiness and leaned into his arms. “I promise you | will only risk my
life for you next time.” She really was not in the mood to care about others.

Jared felt better upon hearing that, but he was stubborn. “I don’t want you to risk your
life for me. I'll protect you.” He would allow no one to hurt her.

It was heartwarming for Nicole to hear such an assurance. “Thank you.”

Jared sighed. “Thank me for what? | failed to protect you this time.” After a moment of
thought, he suddenly said, “I will send a few bodyguards to protect you tomorrow.”




Nicole frowned. “Have you ever seen a student with bodyguards at school?”

“You have to bring them.” He did not want to hear news of her injury again.

Nicole again looked at him playfully. “Can your bodyguards fight better than | do?”
Jared hesitated, realizing that what she said was true.

Nicole took a deep breath and then assured him. “It was sabotage today. But don’t
worry, | will be more careful from now on.”

Jared was relieved. “Okay. | will let you be for now.” But then he thought of something,
and he asked with a serious face, “A sabotage? Is someone trying to kill you?”

Nicole’s face turned grave. “Yes.”

“Who?” Jared asked rhetorically.

Nicole shook her head. “l don’t have definitive evidence yet.”

Jared’s eyes turned frosty. “Don’t worry. I'll send someone to investigate.” He told
himself that he would not forgive those who tried to kill Nicole.

“I'll leave it to you.” Knowing that he would do it even if she refused, Nicole simply said
nothing more and left Jared to it.

Soon, as the two arrived at the hospital, the CEO of the hospital led a group of people to
welcome them. This spoke volumes of Jared’s importance.




