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Chapter

526 He never cared about fame and wealth. He never cared about these external things
. Even though he was despised because of the heir related incident ten years ayo, he ¢
ould not be bothered.

He had been so carefree, yet in his sister‘s eyes, he was still that kind of person who co
uld chase bis niece out of the family just for status.

“‘Don‘t judge me with your utilitarianism!” Dillon‘s expression was cold as he turned arou
nd and left. When Zhenny saw his angry back, she frowned. “Jasmnine, your uncle is al

ways gentle. What did you do to make him so angry?” Jasmine gritted her teeth and sai

d, “That so—

called most beautiful woman in Sea City, Adina Daugherty, stole my boyfriend. | was furi
ous, so | hired a marketing agency to slander her. Then, Uncle Dillon got angry. He eve

n lost his temper at me. | don‘t even know what | did wrongly.”

Zhenny narrowed her

eyes. Adina Daugherty! Adina had defeated her in the fight for Elitos’ project last time! N
ow her precious daughter had also been trounced by Adina!

However, Dillon was a good—

natured person. He did not care about fame, power, and wealth as well as

anyone or anything. Why would he rebuke Jasmine for an outsider?

Dillon sat in his car while he lowered his head and looked at the picture on the phone sc
reen.

They really looked alike. She looked exactly like a young Olivia. The fifty—year—
old man’s eyes suddenly turned red.

He sat silently in his car for a long time. Once he calmed down, he made a call. “‘How m
uch cash can | use in my account?”

“You have over $3,500,000, Mr. Jones.”

Dillon chuckled in resignation.

He was a fifty—year—old man, but he only had about $3,000,000 in his account.

He was indifferent to fame and fortune because he did not desire anything, but now...
If he wanted to suppress public opinion online, he had to spend a lot

of money. He paused for a while before he said, “Sell the artwork in my office. Sell it all t
oday. It's fine if the price is lower. | need the money urgently.” “Mr. Jones, it's your favori




te art piece. You spent over $10,000,000 to buy it. If you sell it today, I'm afraid that peo
ple will reduce the price to $5,000,000.”

‘It doesn’t matter. Just sell it.”

After Dillon hung up, he massaged his forehead. If he knew that this day would come,
he would not have given away his position as heir ten years ago. Anyway, it did not
matter. Although he was slightly poor, he was still much richer than most people in Sea
City. All his properties would be sufficient for his family to have an easy life for the rest
of their lives.

When he closed his eyes, the online news would pop up in his mind. He did not know
what was true or fake, but he was sure that Adina had not lived well over the years.

Aaron Daugherty probably dared to treat Adina like that because she was not a blood
descendant of the Daugherty family. Why did he not meet Adina earlier?

No, it should be, why did he not suspect Olivia at that time?

It caused him to miss his beloved woman’s funeral and miss their daughter for twenty-
three years.

Chapter 527 After a night of progress, the news on the Internet intensified.

While the netizens came up with all kinds of conspiracies and guesses, Winters
Corporation made an announcement.

(Mr. Duke Winters will hold a press conference in Sea City Private Hospital at 10.00 am
today. We welcome the reporters to come on time.]

As soon as the announcement was released, the netizens on the internet instantly
became excited.

[Is Duke Winters going to clarify?] (Clarify? The invitation card is exposed. They must
be getting engaged!)

[Why is he holding the press conference then?]

(Why are you in a rush? It's 9 a.m. now. The press conference will start in an hour. | will
watch the live stream!) [I'll watch it too!)

There was a heated discussion among the netizens before the press conference
started.




Meanwhile, Adina just opened her eyes.

She cast a glance at the time. It was already 9 a.m. She actually slept in the hospital
ward until this hour!

She immediately sat up, and she realized that she was laying on the bed, while Duke...
This man sat on the balcony outside the ward. A laptop was put on his lap while he
speedily tapped the keyboard.

When she just sat up, the man raised his head.

The two of them stared into each other’s eyes through the windows of the balcony.
When the sun in the early morning shone in, the dust in the air could be clearly seen,
and the world suddenly became quiet. It was only after Adina stared at him blankly for a
few seconds that she immediately snapped out of her daze. She shyly looked away and
got off the bed.

When she turned around, she saw two copies of a marriage certificate that were left on
the bedside.

She was stunned for a while.

Mrs. Winters took her action so quickly. She actually settled the marriage certificate so
quickly.

Her hand paused for a while before she carefully picked up the marriage certificates and
looked at them.

What she saw was a photo.

To save up time, Mrs. Winters hired someone to photoshop this photo. They found the
most decent photos of her and Duke and made it a photo for the marriage certificate.

But it did not look out of place at all.

“We’ll go and take a wedding photoshoot again after our wedding.”

Duke walked in at some point. His leg injury had not recovered yet, so he walked with a
limp.

He stood beside Adina and held her waist tightly.

His hand was so warm that made Adina subconsciously tremble.




When she recalled the scene where they kissed and hugged each other on the bed last
night, she immediately took a step back, and awkwardly said, “It's late now. Quickly get
ready. There’s a press conference later.” Duke spread out his arms and righteously
said, “l haven’t recovered yet. You help me put on my clothes.”

Adina was speechless.

This man was so shameless!

He clearly said he recovered last night. He kissed and held her!

But now he shamelessly said he had not recovered yet.

She scoffed before she threw the suit from the bedside at him and simply said, “Put it on
yourself.”

The suit was thrown right at Duke’s chest. He covered the wound and made a grunt.
“It's painful.”

Adina immediately walked over, and she looked worried as she said, “I'm sorry. | didn’t
do it on purpose. Are you okay? Should | call the doctor to come and check on you?”

Right after she spoke, her lips were kissed.
The man kissed her lips for a while before he let go of her. He said with a husky voice, I

told you yesterday that | recovered. You silly woman. Why do you still believe my
terrible lie?”
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Duke walked in at some point. His leg injury had not recovered yet, so he walked with a
limp.
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His hand was so warm that made Adina subconsciously tremble.
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Adina was so embarrassed that she blushed.
“B*stard!” she cursed in a low voice.

‘I can be more like a b*stard.”

Duke held her waist and spoke teasingly.




He enjoyed seeing the woman appear vulnerable against him.
Adina felt helpless.

This man seemed so righteous and serious. But why would he turn into a b*stard
whenever they were in private?

“‘Don’t do that in a place like this again!”

Adina glared at him.

“Okay, I'll kiss you when we get home.” Duke moved closer to her ear and softly said,
“The marriage certificate is in your hand. You’re officially my wife now. We can take our
time.”

His words made Adina’s face turn crimson.

She could reject him with all kinds of excuses in the past, but they were a legally
married couple now. If he insisted on it, she could not reject him anymore.

When Adina thought about it, she was taken aback for a while.

She remembered hating intimacy between men and women after that incident five years
ago. Whenever a man approached her intentionally, she would feel nauseous. If an
encounter brought up memories of what happened five years ago, she would even feel
disgusted and fearful.

But she was completely fine now.

That night was no longer a nightmare because she fell for the man who had slept with
her five years ago, right?

“Mr. Winters, the reporters are here. They’re waiting for

Jake pushed the door and entered. When he saw the inappropriate scene, he was so
shocked that he immediately moved backward.

“So-Sorry, Mr. Winters. Please continue. | didn’t see anything!” Duke let go of Adina and
nonchalantly said, “Give me three minutes.”

He picked up the suit, wore it neatly, and put on a tie. Then, he softly said, “Wait for me
to come back.” After that, he turned around and walked out. Jake immediately went
forward to support him by the arm.




The two of them walked to the lobby downstairs where the press conference would be
held.

Adina felt nervous for some reason.
She took out her Ipad and opened the live stream of the press conference,

The hospital lobby which was a few hundred square feet was filled with journalists and
media representatives.

There were cameras and microphones in every corner,
It was already past 10.00 am, and the reporters in the lobby were slightly anxious. All of
them were chatting in small groups, and the subtle sounds gathered into loud noises

until the man with two long legs showed up before them.

The man was dressed in a black suit and trousers, which enhanced his slender and
straight figure.

His face was like an exquisite sculpture made by God. Not a single flaw could be
detected from any angle, As soon as he showed up, the lobby instantly became silent.

He walked steadily toward the center of the spotlight.

“Thank you everyone for taking the time to attend Winters Corporation’s press
conference, “I've seen the latest news online, and today, | will mainly give an
explanation to the public about those names

As soon as he said that, the netizens became excited.

(Did you hear that? They’re rumors!)

(So, the engagement is fake!)

[l told you that the invitation card is photoshopped, but you refused to believe me!)

Haha! Awesome! My dream man is still my dream man!
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The netizens were extremely excited, while the press conference was quiet.

Everyone held their breath as they waited for what Duke was




The man glanced around the site with his sharp gaze, and his aura seemed to form an
invisible net over everyone there.

“The engagement is a rumor, and the so-called engagement invitation is also fake.”

Duke’s words gave countless rich ladies in Sea City renewed hope. Before they could
feel more joy, they heard something that broke their hearts even further.

“Adina Daugherty and | are not getting engaged. We're getting married.”

Buzz!

The quiet lobby erupted into chaos like bubbling boiled water.

The reporters thought they had misheard him, so they extended their microphones.
“Mr. Winters, do you mean Ms. Adina Daugherty and you are getting married?”

“Mr. Winters, is this Adina Daugherty the first daughter of the Daugherty family, also
known as the most beautiful woman in Sea city”

“Mr. Winters, will your wedding be on the sixth of next month.”
Duke raised his arm and brought it down, silencing the noisy crowd.

He indifferently said, “Adina and | have been married for five years. We're just holding a
make-up wedding on the sixth of next month.”

“What?”
“‘How is that possible?”
‘I must have heard it wrongly!”

The things he said were akin to throwing a bomb that made everyone delirious and
shocked.

Even the netizens who kept refreshing the page were aghast.

(What the f*ck?! There are no subtitles. | must have heard him wrongly!!

(Duke’s pronunciation was so clear, and he said it twice. Nothing’s wrong. He and Adina
are really getting married! Wait, no. They got married five years ago!)

What the f*ck! Please forgive me. | don’t know what




language | can use to express my shock!]

(But didn’t Adina sleep with a stranger five years ago and have two illegitimate kids? |
heard that they’re Tyson’s kids.]

(That rumor has been clarified for a long time, okay?]

(This still doesn’t feel right. The timeline isn’t lining up...

After people at the press conference quietened down slightly, Duke held his microphone
and resumed. “I’'m not a public figure, so | don’t have to publicize my private affairs. But
recent public opinions have been insulting toward my wife, so | have to step up and give
an explanation. Let me make this clear again. Adina and | have been married for five
years. Over the past five years, she has lived abroad with our kids. If any media or
netizens create any malicious speculation and misinformation about my wife and my
children, you’ll be going against Winters Corporation. When that happens, the
corporation and | will hold you legally responsible.”

“What?!”

“What the heck?!”

“I’'m confused!”

The reporters on the site held up their microphones, and all of them were beyond
shocked. The questions that they had prepared were useless right now.

They had many other questions that they wanted to ask, but they dared not move when
they saw Duke’s cold and fierce gaze.

The netizens, on the other hand, became agitated.
(The kids... Are the two kids... Duke’s?]

(I called them illegitimate children. Will Winters Corporation come and cause me
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[Tyson Osborne filed a custody case against Adina some time ago. Why didn’t Duke
come out and clarify that the kids belong to him?]

(Why do | feel like there’s something wrong with this? Since they’re married and they
have kids, why did he allow the netizens to insult Adina for so long?




(Did Duke have to admit that the kids belong to him after Adina successfully stole his
heart?]

(That's possible!)

Dillon sat in his office while he watched the live stream using his Ipad. His face was
filled with disbelief.

His Addy was already married!

On top of that, she had married into the Winters family, which was the most powerful
family in Sea City. She had become Mrs. Winters!

If he sought her, would Addy think he was purposely trying to get in her good graces
now that she was a Winters?

Dillon held his forehead.

He had done nothing when Addy was at her most tired and difficult time.

Addy’s life had become much better. She had a husband and kids too. If he showed up
now, he would seem like someone with bad intentions. However, if he had known about
Adina’s situation five years ago, he would have risked everything to protect her.

But there were no “ifs.”

Dillon chuckled in resignation before he opened his Whatsapp and transferred all his
money to a marketing company. “Suppress all the comments on the Internet that are
damaging to Adina. You can come up with an appropriate sad story that makes Adina’s
marriage to Duke more logical.”

He had been in rich circles for a long time, so he knew what was happening.

They could not have gotten married five years ago. They probably held the press
conference today because they wanted to protect their children. Dillon could not
interfere with the past, but he would do all he could to protect his daughter, whom he
had never met.

The press conference ended quickly.

Adina sat in the ward as she stared out the window blankly.

She was expecting Duke’s words, but when she heard the

man call her “his wife” in front of the public and media, her heart still fluttered.




Once again, she was sure that this man truly loved her.

How could she have been blessed with such a man who loved her so greatly?
‘Mommy!”

Just then, she heard Harold’s happy voice outside the ward.

When Adina turned around, she saw Mrs. Winters pushing the door open and leading
the kids into the ward.

These four children were the most precious treasures that God had given to her. Who
was she to own all this?

“I'm so excited!” Harold’s expression was filled with joy. “Mommy, can you move into our
house and live with us today? | can’t wait to live with you.” George also said, “Mommy,
Grandma already renovated Dad’s room. Everything’s in your favorite shades.”

“‘Addy, I'll get Mr. Brown to go over and help you move your things.” Mrs. Winters looked
delighted. “Your gown and the children’s clothes have been made. Later, I'll bring you
over to try them out. If you don’t like them, we still have some time for amendments.”

Adina did not object to any of it. She smiled and said, “I'll stay in the hospital and
accompany Duke for the next

couple of days. Once he’s discharged , I'll move into the Winters family villa.”

She and Duke were already married, so it was fine for her to live in the Winters family
villa. Besides, she could live with the kids every day. That was a wonderful thing!

When Mrs. Winters saw the dark circles under Adina’s eyes, she wanted to say
something. But then, her phone vibrated in her pocket.

Mrs. Winters had been organizing the wedding lately, and her phone kept ringing all the
time. So, she just answered the call without looking at the caller. However, the voice on
the phone stunned her.




