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Kate trailed off.
Andrius also fell silent.

They were both martial realm experts who had encountered various
situations, but having their inner energy suddenly explode was truly
unprecedented. They were both puzzled. “Forget it.” Kate sighed and said,
“Andrius, your old injuries haven’t healed yet, but now you’ve added new
injuries. You should rest properly for a while.

“I'll go prepare some food for us. We'll replenish our energy before we try
again later.”

Kate smiled while she spoke and turned away to put on her clothes again,
leaving Andrius to look at her exquisite back.

“It seems we have no other choice.” Andrius smiled wryly and also put on his
clothes.

Then, Kate went to prepare a meal.
Andrius stared at the mural and fell into thought.

Everything on the mural was drawn clearly. There was the sun and moon, yin
and yang, and male and female cultivators.

However, why did things go awry when he and Kate cultivated together?
It was a clear representation of dual cultivation. He and Kate, a man and

woman, symbolized the yin and yang drawn on the mural. What exactly was
the problem?



Could it be that there were elements other than men and women in this world
that symbolized yin and yang, and they needed to incorporate that during their
cultivation?

Andrius pondered for a long time but still could not figure it out.

Whoosh...

Just then, a noise came from the distance.

It was Wade.

He walked over and asked, “Andrius, Kate just told me that your first attempt
failed, and you sustained some injuries.”

Andrius smiled wryly. “Just a minor injury.”

Wade knew his temperament, He went forward and grabbed Andrius‘ wrist to
check

When he sensed the disorder in Andrius’ inner energy, his expression
changed slightly, and he looked at Andrius in exasperation. “You call this
minor? Sit down and don’t move. I'll give you acupuncture treatment to help
you recover.”

Andrius did not refuse.

“‘Phew...”

After Wade let out a long sigh, Andrius instantly felt much better.

Sure enough, the Medicine Sect Master was skilled in acupuncture.
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“‘Don’t be in a hurry.” After calming down his inner energy, Wade said slowly,

“If it were that easy to decipher the mural, it wouldn’t have remained here for
SO many years.”



Wade was anxious, but he knew that the more anxious he was, the more he
needed to stay calm. He knew this well, so he came down to treat Andrius and
offer guidance.

Andrius merely smiled bitterly.
Wade did not continue and instead looked at the mural.

“Kate told me that after completing one cycle of the technique, the inner
energy in your bodies suddenly exploded. Maybe...”

He stared at the several elements on the mural and asked, “Apart from men
and women, there are also symbols representing the two poles of yin and
yang, such as the sun and moon, water and fire, light and darkness, and so
on.

“‘However, you didn’t replicate all these elements. Think about it. Maybe you
need to involve certain yin and yang elements during your cultivation.”

Andrius had indeed thought about that before.

However, the scenes presented in the mural were extremely hard to replicate.
Fire in water, darkness in light, and flesh growing on dried bones...
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How was Andrius supposed to replicate it?

He thought about it but could not figure it out.

What exactly did the coexisting yin and yang

mean?
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What kind of external elements were required, and how could they be
integrated into the circulation of the inner energy during cultivation?



Wade only brought it up and did not elaborate.

He knew that saying too much sometimes could disrupt the thought process of
those involved, making an already complicated situation more chaotic and
difficult to comprehend.

When he saw Andrius lost in thought, he glanced at the mural, sighed in his
heart, and left.

Not long after, the aroma of food wafted over. Kate came over with a simple
meal. “Andrius, stop thinking about it for now and eat while the food is hot!”

“Oh, sure.”
Andrius returned to reality and reached for the cutlery.

However, as soon as he raised his hand, it went limp. His injuries were so
severe that he could not even hold a spoon.

“I'll feed you.” Kate moved over when she saw this, feeling her heart ache.
Andrius smiled wryly.

Kate held the bowl in one hand and used a fork in the other, feeding him the
food.

It was the second time Andrius had received this treatment.

The first time, he was afflicted by the Spirit—devouring Insect. His limbs had
become stiff, and he lay in a bed in Yatburg while Halle fed him spoonful by
spoonful.

The environment here was much worse than the hospital room.

After sitting for a while, Andrius used his hands to support himself to maintain
his balance

Kate moved closer, almost pressing her upper body against him as she
continued to feed him.



Andrius felt her astonishing perkiness pressing against him, and his thoughts
could not help but race. However, if he brought it up now, it would definitely
make Kate extremely embarrassed.

Thus, he could only try to move his body away.

“‘Ugh...”

With that movement, he could no longer support his body. His arm went limp,
and his entire forearm rested in Kate’s embrace...

“Andrius, are you okay?” Kate did not notice anything wrong and asked in
concern.

“l...” Andrius could not get away, so he gave up and composed his thoughts.
“I's nothing. I'm just a bit weak. I'll be fine after eating.”

Hapte
“Okay.”
Kate did not suspect anything and continued to feed him.

After this ‘adjustment’, his upper body was squeezed into Kate's embrace, so
her tender and fragrant scent drifted into his nostrils.

The meal was a great trial for Andrius one that not even veterans might be
able to endure!

After Kate finished feeding Andrius, she quickly ate her own meal.

He sat to the side to recover. With the replenishment of inner energy and
physical strength, his body felt much better and gradually regained strength.

Andrius suggested, “Kate, why don’t we give it another shot?”
He wanted to try again and see where the problem lay.

Kate thought about it and said, “We can try, but this time, we need to be more
cautious and go slower. We need to pay attention to how our bodies feel,
especially when circulating our inner energy. We should let it flow slowly even
if it takes a while.



“That way, even if something goes wrong, it won’t result in serious injuries.”
“You’re right!” Andrius thought the same and agreed.

Then, they both took off their clothes once again and started to dual—cultivate
once more.
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Learning from their previous experience, the two of them worked together very
well this time.

They were very gentle whether it was the flow or output of their inner energy.

Soon, Andrius and Kate’s inner energy circulated within their bodies for a full
cycle and entered the beginning of the second cycle.

At that moment, they both felt a sudden tension in their hearts. Their attention
quickly focused on their joined palms.

Since the problem occurred at this juncture during the previous time, they
were careful and attentive.

However, despite their perfect control and avoiding all pitfalls, the familiar
feeling suddenly struck again.

Kate and Andrius were startled and instinctively tried to stop the cultivation,
but they were still too late.

Boom...

As their inner energy exploded, Kate was blasted away once again. Andrius
also collapsed on the ground.

“Andrius!”

A trickle of blood trailed down Kate’s lips, but she rushed over immediately to
help Andrius up and check his injuries.

Smack!



Thud, thud!

After a brief examination, she pressed her fingers against Andrius‘ meridian
points to suppress the chaotic internal energy, preventing it from causing
further harm.

Then, she helped him to sit up against the wall.
“Take a break here for now. I'll get Grandpa to perform acupuncture on you.”
After saying that, she got up and left.

Andrius rested for a while and spat out a mouthful of black blood. He leaned
on the wall and inadvertently pressed his bloodied palm on the wall.

He was only planning to stand up slowly with the support of the wall so that he
could examine the mural for any details they might have overlooked.

However, the moment he tried to stand, a strange scene unfolded.
The blood on his hands silently seeped into the mural.
Bzz...

At the same time, a mysterious scene appeared on the mural. The dark
surface suddenly emitted a brilliant light.
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Although it lasted only a moment, it brought significant changes to the mural!

The small figures in the mural seemed to come to life. They had various
expressions and looked rather cute. Then, they all held bright bamboo flutes
to their lips and played.

Fweet...



The sound of flutes echoed.

Andrius‘ eyes twitched as he tried to concentrate, but the sound vanished in
an instant, and everything was silent again. It made him wonder if it was just
his imagination.

At that moment, a new scene appeared on the mural.

As the sounds of the flute drifted away, countless tiny points of light began to
twinkle around the little figures, sparkling like stars in the night sky.

The surface of the water and fire connected as one.
The sun and the moon shone together.
White bone and flesh intertwined.

Everything merged together at that moment. Opposing elements came
together seamlessly, yet did not seem out of place at all. It was incredibly
wondrous.

The entire process lasted for about ten seconds.

Before Andrius could examine it in detail, everything disappeared completely.
The radiance died down, and everything returned to normal.

Andrius immediately frowned. He had seen a similar scene in the temple
before.

However, although they were similar, the emphasis was different.

One thing was certain: the techniques depicted in this mural were undoubtedly
related to the insect—controlling flute.

“In that case...”

A lightbulb flashed in Andrius® mind. He bit his finger and dripped fresh blood
In the same spot on the mural, trying to recreate the scene he had just
witnessed.

However, the blood did not seep in this time, and the images did not reappear.

“What...”



Andrius frowned slightly but did not dwell on it. Instead, he began to
contemplate the meaning behind the scene.

Light, music, flute sounds...
Heaven and earth, yin and yang, male and female...

Those words flashed through Andrius® mind, and he suddenly remembered
what Wade said earlier about multiple yin and yang elements coexisting.

Dual cultivation was simply the most obvious representation of yin and yang
coexisting.
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Using inner energy to play the flute and using the flute music to control insects
was the second representation of yin and yang coexisting!

That was because the inner energy Andrius cultivated through Hades® Axiom
was extreme yang while the insects were extreme ying. They formed a pair!

However, due to his damaged meridians, he could no longer cultivate Hades
Axiom. Thus, it was unlikely that he could control the insects by playing the
flute to achieve the second yin- yang coexistence.

At that thought, Andrius became excited. It was not difficult for him to recover.
As long as Wade infused a certain amount of inner energy into him, he could
recover completely.

The challenge was getting bones to grow flesh!
How could that even be achieved?

As someone with expertise in medicine, growing flesh on white bones defied
the laws of physics. It was simply impossible.

“Unless...”



Andrius suddenly thought of a possibility. Flesh growing on bones signified
coming back to life after death. Did it mean striving for life in the face of
death?

It was undoubtedly a bold idea that required immense courage. Ordinary
people would not dare to even think about it, let alone attempt it.

“Should | do it?” Andrius hesitated since everything was based on speculation.
If his guess was wrong, the consequences would be dire.

Suddenly, he remembered the words he had seen in the cave when he first
arrived at the temple—to make, you must first break!

There was no rainbow before the rain!

Once that thought emerged, it took root, sprouted, blossomed, and bore fruit
in Andrius’ heart.

“I'll do it!”

A glint flashed in his eyes at the thought. It was very simple to be brought to
the brink of death.

Whoosh...
Andrius sat down and immediately began to practice the mural’s technique.

Sure enough, as soon as he began, he felt piercing pain from his eight
meridians. It was so excruciating that he almost gave up. However, he
persevered.

Barn...

The next moment, his damaged meridians could no longer handle the inner
energy and were blasted apart. His more—or-less recovered meridians were
once again completely shattered.
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“Ugh...”

Andrius groaned and spat out a mouthful of blood. This kind of pain was not
something an ordinary person could endure.

Crack!
Click, click...

Andrius® whole body trembled, but he gnashed his teeth and continued to
cultivate.

Boom-

After one full cycle, his meridians were almost completely destroyed. He could
no longer endure the pain and fell to the ground. Blood flowed continuously
from his mouth and soon formed a large pool.

He had no strength left in his body. Even moving his fingers seemed
impossible.

Andrius struggled to remain conscious and waited for Wade to come down to
perform acupuncture with inner energy. Then, he would use it to operate
Hades® Axiom, which might fulfill the second element of yin and yang
coexisting.

Swoosh!

Whoosh!

A moment later, Kate and Wade appeared with two soft gasps.

“‘Andrius!”

Kate’s heart was instantly filled with distress upon seeing Andrius lying in a
pool of blood. It was as if someone was squeezing her heart tightly, making it

hard to breathe.

Whoosh...



A dark shadow flashed, and Wade knelt down beside Andrius. He reached out
to check Andrius‘ condition, and his expression instantly changed.

Andrius’ meridians were almost completely shattered. If not for Wade’s
precise methods, he might not have detected it.

It was a highly dangerous sign!

Kate saw her grandfather’s expression and instantly felt anxious. She asked,
“‘Grandpa! How is Andrius?”

“His meridians are shattering. It’s certain death...” Wade’s expression was
dark, and his voice was also extremely dry.

“What?” Kate paled and immediately held Andrius, her voice tinged with a
sob. “Andrius, why were you so foolish to force yourself to cultivate...”

“I-it’s okay...”

Andrius endured the excruciating pain and forced himself to stay conscious,
saying with difficulty, “Quick, tell Sect Master Klein to perform a—acupuncture
on me...

“This time... There’s no need to deliberately control his inner energy!”

Those words caused Wade’s expression to change again. He exchanged a
look with Kate, both
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filled with shock and confusion. They did not understand what Andrius was
thinking.

“You'll die if | do that!” Wade expressed his concern.

“It doesn’t matter!” Andrius’ face was already extremely pale, but his eyes
sparkled with a fiery determination. “l... have a plan... to deal with it.”

Wade was still uncertain, and Kate hesitated.

“But...” Kate finally voiced her worries. “Andrius, it'll be very hard for your
body to endure such an injury again...
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Andrius stared at her. The blood dripping from his mouth made his state look
even more

3/3

terrifying, but the light in his eyes shone brighter. “Life and death are
predestined. Nothing can go smoothly all the time. It's all up to fate!

“Just do it!”
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Kate could not bear to look at his terrible condition. She frowned tightly and
clenched her teeth, turning away with a heavy heart.

Wade was deep in thought.
Currently, the Medicine Sect’s situation was dire.

With the Ancient Martial Assembly approaching early, the Medicine Sect’'s
only chance was for Andrius to learn the extraordinary technique hidden in the
mural. He had to surpass all other competitors and ascend to become the new
Ancient Martial Alliance Chief.

However, if something happened to Andrius...

Everything would be lost, and it would be impossible to recover.

Ever since the night when Andrius‘ blood managed to change the map while
Wade, the younger brother of the previous Klein family head, could not

change it, Wade realized that Andrius was crucial to mastering the hidden
ultimate technique in the mural.

That also included the jade pendants they acquired.

Wade had conducted a comprehensive study, but his progress was limited.
He speculated that it was closely related to Andrius.



Thus, when Andrius proposed such a bold idea, Wade hesitated.

At that moment, Andrius urged, “Hurry... Sect Master Klein... S—stop
hesitating!”

His voice was weak but filled with determination.
“Fine!” Wade gritted his teeth and agreed. “We'll do as you say.'

He decided to take a gamble to prevent Andrius from choosing a self—
destructive path.

Kate wanted to say something, but no words left her mouth. Andrius was
already running out of time. Anything she said would sound feeble. The only
thing she could do was help him sit up straight.

“I'm starting!”

After taking a breath, Wade followed Andrius® instructions and slowly injected
inner energy into his body through silver needles.

Andrius frowned but quickly endured it.
“‘Phew...”
With inner energy, Andrius recovered some strength and used Hades® Axiom.

As he used that extraordinary technique, his complexion miraculously
improved from an ashen pallor to a hint of rosy color.

His condition was obviously getting better gradually.
“What...”

Wade was shocked and delighted when he saw this scene. He heard from
Kate that Andrius had
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various mysterious techniques, but he had never seen them in action before.

Now, Andrius was demonstrating it in front of him by challenging the Grim
Reaper and winning when on the brink of death...



It was a miracle!
It was truly astounding, and Andrius himself was simply amazing.
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Such a technique was unheard of. Just Hades' Axiom was enough to secure
him a prominent place in the martial arts realm. If he fully deciphered the
mural’s ultimate technique, his potential would be limitless!

Now, it all depended on whether he could pull through this time.

Kate did not think that much. She was only concerned whether Andrius‘ body
could endure this.

Fortunately, everything seemed fine at the moment.

However, she remained vigilant and held a pill in her hand just in case. It was
the Medicine Sect’s treasure—the Three—day Immortality Pill! This pill could
keep someone alive for three days, regardless of how severe their injury was.

Of course, she hoped that they would not have to use it.
Buzz...
Suddenly a bubble protruded from Andrius‘ chest.

Kate and Wade both noticed it immediately. They exchanged a look, confused
about what could have caused the bubble.

The next moment, the bubble started moving around Andrius‘ body.

Every time it reached a location, it made a faint pop. Although the pops were
very soft, they both heard it in the dead silence of the hall. They had never
heard of anything like this before. Their hearts raced.

Andrius closed his eyes tightly. He had reached a critical juncture. Success or
failure would be determined here. There was no room for error.



Time slowly passed.

For the three of them, each second felt like an eternity.
Finally, after half an hour of maintaining this state...
“Pfft...”

The bubble finally traveled up Andrius throat and was spat out through his
mouth.

The moment he did, blood started to flow from his orifices. It was a small
trickle at first, like the faint smoke from a candle, but after two or three
seconds, it became a steady stream without stopping!

Blood kept flowing, running down his cheeks and neck and dripping down...
In less than five seconds, Andrius was completely soaked in blood!
“It's over.” Wade’s face turned ashen. “Andrius might already be...”
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He did not finish his sentence as his body slumped backward in defeat and
despair. He looked like he aged more than ten years in an instant!

“No...”
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