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< Chapter 17 She got some guis

Chapter 17 She got some guts!

The song had ended when Vanessa opened her eyes after the last
strike on the drums, and applause echoed throughout the club, There
wasn't a single person who wasn't impressed with their performance,
including Austin!

Dizappointed that the song was ended too quickly, despite the fact that
it had taken roughly five minutes, the crowd chanted in unison, "one
more, pleasel”

“Yes, we want to hear another song, please!”

The band members who had just stood up from their instruments and
were about to walk down the stage paused and looked at Vanessa after
hearing their pleas,

Because the rest of the band members had already agreed with their
request, and Vanessa wasn't the one who hadn’t shown any response
yat. So, her decision would be the final whether they would prababhy
play another song or not.

Sensing their gazes, Vanessa brushed her hair casually, raised her
sticks and pounded the drumns lazily in accord, and mumbled, "'m in.”

With that said, all of them had occupied their seats, and Vanessa once
again showed the magic with her sticks as she effortlessly tuned the
beat with her swiftly moving hands and the audience were in an uproar.

The club was completely invigorated by loud applause and whistles,
and the atmosphere had instantly changed to that of a music concert!

The people down the stage were mesmerized as if she had cast a spell
on them with her drums and it was a scene one couldn't forget!

They finally stopped performing and walked down the stage after about
half an hour. Despite their exhaustion, their spirits were energized
because it had been almost eight years since they had been so
impassioned!

Fiona's eyes crinkled with delight, but a pout formed on her lips as she
expressed her dissatisfaction with the fact that they had already come
to a halt, and she muttered, "l really think we could list our band and
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make a debut, I'm pretty sure we would be a hit then!”

Hearing her words, Vanessa, who was gulping down the lukewarm
water, paused and lifted her brows, while she tilted her head and
peeped at Fiona, amusement flickering over her face as if she had just
heard a hilarious joke, and whispered, her tone dripping with sarcasm,
"you wouldnt even show up if we truly make a premiera!”

‘Damn!* Fiona cussed because she knew what Vanessa said was
comrect!

Although anyone couldn't ignore Fiona's interest in music and bass
guitar, she wasn't the type to follow the rules and behave. So, she would
be the first to abandon the whole natien if they did actually appear and
were shackled by a slew of laws.

Furthermore, none of them were as naive as they were back then, and
they all had responsibilities to fulfill.

Because Jasper was a cardielogist, he should be available for nearly
any emergency because people's lives were in his hands,

And, Qliver, who had the appearance of a youngster, could make anyone
lay their heads down if he put on a sericus expression and got down to
buginess, as he had matured and taken over his family's business.

On the other hand, Evelyn was a renowned artist, and her works would
go up to millions if they were auctioned or put onin a gallery.

So, it was already unusual for them to retain their adolescent
enthusiasm, and agreed to play for a night!

With that, Fiona scratched the back of her neck and smiled sheepishly,
as Vanessa had already taken a perfect guess that she couldn't deny,
and continued innocently, "Vanessa, did yvou enjoy the night?”

"Of course,” Vanessa responded almost instantaneously, sipping the
remaining water leisurely while reflecting on how long it had been since
she had been so carefree and fully enjoying her life.

The answer, of course, was self-evident!

Because she was always on tenterhooks during her three years of
married life, fearful of making a mistake in the Jones housshold, but
now that she is divorced, she can reclaim her happiness!

When she was in a daze, a woman accidentally hit Vanessa's shoulder
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and the glass in her hands fell down while the water spilled on her
dress,

who had been standing off to the side, rushed over with a tissue in his
hand and gently wiped the stains from Vanessa's clothes, startling both
of them, but he smiled and she shook her head as a warm smile grew
across her lips.

"Aurora Flores?" Vanessa asked, surprised, as she looked at the
perpetrator.

Aurora nervously stood there and nodded, her face flushed with shame,
“Sorry for the trouble. | was in a hurry and didn't notice you.”

Vanessa laughed and waved her hands dismissively, "alright. It's not a
big deal, just water.”

Aurora gave a grateful smile and added with a wink, "By the way, you
rocked tonight! | was awe struck hearing you guys perform after so
long!

Indeed, she was feeling great because she put all of her worries aside
and immersad herself in playing drums and a cheerful smile adorned
her beautiful face.

When she was conversing with her friends and catching up with them,
she saw a familiar silhouette coming towards her and she couldn't help
but frown.

In the next second, David stood in front of her and mumbled while
clapping his hands, "wow, Vanessa, Your drumming skills were truly
excellent.”

Vanessa, who was carefree till then, had abruptly turned frigid as she
had masked her emotions completely, and kept a polite smile on her
face, "Mr. Harrizson. I'm honored to hear your compliments.”

David chuckled, "there's no need to be so polite to me, Vanessa. It's
been =o long since | have last seen you.*

Vanessa eyed him for a while and mumbled, "indead, Mr. Harrison.”

Hearing her, David continued as he was still engrossed in the exciting
emotions that surged in him, "you have amazed us with your
performance.”

Vanessa didnt respond to him and blinked as if tryving to understand
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what he was up to, and she wonderad, "|s he the same man who had
despised my existence in the past?”

In the meanwhile, Fiona chimed in when he heard the word 'us' and she
asked straightforwardly, "what do you mean by us? Who else is present
with you?

After she blurted out, David stiffened and smirked. Sensing his
changes, Fiona gasped, and she couldn't help but murmur, "ls it Austin?”

However, Austin had already walked over to them leaving her
dumbfeunded, but Vanessa stood there as if his presence didn't bother
her!

Since he wasn't saying anything except eyeing her, har brows twitched
in annoyance, and she queried, "Mr. Jones. It's strange sesing you in
such a high pitched club. What do we owe for your presence here?”

Listening to her words, David cleared his throat and straightened his
back, “I'm a regular here, and Austin came to accompany me a few
minutes ago,”

Vanessa sneered and taunted, "Oh. | think | have smeared Mr. Jones's
ears then, and they would probably bleed anytime soon, am | correct?”

After she finished her words, Austin came dangerously close to her,
leaving only a few inches gap between them, making the atmosphere
tense.

Although she said it in a neutral tone, he heard the mockery in it, and his
face turned caold as he heard them clearly.

When David, who stood near them, had heard her words, he was

stunned and didn't know how to react for a minute, because her

performance was an overnight sensation and it was a fact as the
audience were so hyped up hearing their songs.

But she had said it harmed Austin's ears! How can such a beautiful
gong hurt Austin?

If her words were not a deliberate mockery, then what else did she
mean?

Suddenly he discerned Vanessa wasn't the same anymore, and he even
felt zhe had a knack for dark humer seeing how effortlessly she had
managed to say such a remark!
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"Indeed,” Austin said, his tone was so cold that would send chills dewn
anyone's spine, but Vanessa was not afraid of him!

Hearing it, Fiona almost wanted to teach Austin a lesson, but Vanessa
nestured her to remain calm and glanced at Austin, and mumbled with a
scoff, "after all, it's a known fact that Mr.Jones wasn't a fan of loud
noises.”

Listening to her words, Austin clenched his fists while his gaze turned
dark and his aura turned frosty!

Seeing the audacity of Vanessa and how tacitly she handled the
previous scandal with |sabella five months ago and exposed Austin's
forbidden romance causing a plot twist, he understood he
underestimated her capabilities.

Then again, she just proved she was the epitome of double word play!

Because Vanessa's sarcasm went unnoticed by the rest of the room,
and she managed to provoke Austin with ease!

David almost had an urge to appreciate her braveness but stopped
himself and pondered, "standing up against Austin openly, she sure got
some guts!”
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Chapter 18 Having feelings for Vanessa?

VWhen David saw the unnerving tension that was developing between
Vanessa and Austin, he was perplexed. But when he saw the brave
front Vanessa was putting on, he was really tempted to give hera
thumbs up!

Because many of the famous men couldn’t withstand Austin's powerful
aura, let alone a woman, who was once so meek and obedient to Austin
stood up to him without batting an eyelid!

Wow! What an unforgettable scene to the eyes!

Seeing the cold man who wasn't even bothered to budge and stood
across her with his frosty eyes glaring daggers at her, she was amused
and her brows twitched.,

She couldn't help but let the snort out and queried, "do you need
anything else, Mr. Jones?"

Hearing her mockery added with her nonchalance made his veins pop
out in anger, and he clenched his fists so hard that his knuckles turned
white to suppress his fury.

Eyeing the pretentious woman in front of him, who was behaving as if
she wasn't the one who had just provoked him and riled him up, he just
didn't have any words left and his cold gaze roamed across her from top
to bottom and turned around while his face was void of any emotion, as
he was too lazy to even have a conversation with such a shrewd woman!

Fiona who was standing on the side, couldn't keep her calm anymore
and yelled, “who asked you to even watch our performance? Hmph*

Without bothering about Austin's reaction, Fiona snickered while her
eyes narrowed and her lingers were rested on her chin as if she was in
deep thought and mutterad, "I wonder if there was something wrong
with your eyes and ears because you couldn't even enjoy what the whole
club had relished! What a bummaer!*

David silently agreed to her remarks, but he couldn't ditch his best
friend from his kinder garden just for such unnecessary people. So, he
gave a nod to them and turned around to catch up with Austin,
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But his steps halted midway when he remembered something and tiled
his head. When his eyes landed on Vanessa, he gave a slight smile and
murmbled, "Vanessa, | play rock n roll too. Shall | join you in your next
play, maybe?"

When Fiona heard his words, she had an urge to puke her guts ouwt!
“Gosh, did this man has no shame?" She pondered as she reminisced
how he treated Vanessa in the past!

And seeing him talking as if were once buddies, Fiona's blood boiled and
she added, "fuck off. Even a hundred David's couldn't match up to our
WVanessal”

When he heard her retort, David felt as if he had heard them
somewhere, and in the next second, it struck him, "isn't this the same
way how Vanessa was being mocked previously?

Though David never apenly criticized Vanessa, he never helpad her nor
retorted those people who made Vanessa a joke back then.

He just stood aside and watched with his lips slightly curved upwards
when they humiliated Vanessa in socialite gatherings, which means he
felt the same, except for the fact that he didn't voice it out!

S0, when he heard the same words directed at him, he felt Karma was
indeed a bitch!

He was dumbfounded and licked his lips in embarrassment. With a
squint, he added, *| have something to take care of "

Vanessa didn't even bother to have a word with him because she knew
very well what he was like and moreover, he was the best friend of
Austin!

S0, why should she waste her time and enargy on therm and destroy her
peace?

When David moved away, almast immediately, Vanessa went to her
band members and got involved with the ongoing chatter, and even let
out a few hearty laughs occasionally.

David couldn't help but turn around and see her once again before
leaving, and the scene he saw made him flabbergasted.

Jasper was carefully handing Vanessa different flavored drinks and
letting her try new varieties with a gentle smile,
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"Pft! How thoughtful of vou." David mused and jogged up 1o Austin who

was already out of the King club as if he was almost running away from
there.

David couldn't keep his mouth shut and inquired with a probing gaze,
“You're on the verge of bursting into a sprint. Are you worried you'll be
compelled to look back?

As if his words had stuck & needle in his heart, Austin gave a sharp look
at David, but David continued as if it wasn't aimed at him with a
knowing grin, “also, Vanessa's boyfriend is pretty attentive to her.”

Hearing his statement, Austin could only think of the man who had
wiped Vanessa's dress with tissues and he almost never left her side the
whaole night!

As the realization dawned on him, his lips were pressed into a thin line
while his body was emanating a freezing chill, and opened his car door
to get the hell away from this damned place.

But eyeing the stilled David, he frowned, "what do you want?”

“Why don't you join me in having a drink while you're here?' David asked
with an expectant gaze, but Austin didn't pay any heed to him and roared
the accelerator and almaost fled offt

Feeping at the car which was going at mind boggling speed, David
couldn't help but mutter under his breath, "Is this the Austin | know!”

Because Austin was never the type to drive recklessly, but on that day,
he saw a different shade in Austin as his eyes gleamed and a realization
stuck in his mind, "Austin was having feelings for his ex-wife!”

He shook his head and mumbled in astonishment, “What a fascinating
timing!

Almost instantly, he thought of letting Vanessa know of his finding, but
on giving it a second thought, he controlled his urge to spill as he
comprehended Vanessa wasn't very pleased with him.

On the other hand, Austin was a mess as he felt remorse from the
bottom of his heart for coming to the King club that night.

To top it off, David irritated him even further by saying about Vanessa's
lover and implying that he was having feelings for Vanessa.

"Me? Having feelings for Vanessa? Having feelings for Vanessa?
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Impossible!” He muttered under his breath in disbelief.

With that, he was forced to think of how he had picked Vanessa as his

wife and he was sure it was because of the accident that occurred ocne
night and he took the responsibility simply because he was missing a

wife and his family was prassuring him.

Mothing else!

But after they led a three years married life, hadn't he had any affection
for Vanessa? Didn't it bother him?

"‘Maopa!” He mumbled repeatedly as if trying to make himself believe that
he didn't have any feelings for Vanessa, but when he reminisced about
that man who was so close to Vanessa, he felt rage churning in his
insides.

Annoyed, he lit up a cigarette and raked his fingers into his silky hair
while he stopped his car on the side.

After he get down from the car, he leaned on it while staring inta the
dark sky, which seemed to be perfectly illuminating its reflections on
his face.

The frenzy Vanessa had put him through was beyond his expectations
and he chanted, "we were divorced!”

S0, it had nothing to do with hirm if she had a boyfriend or a gigola!
Vanessa was none of his business!

He shook his head as if he had just behaved like a fool and started his
car after he snubbed the cigarette with his leq, but it felt as if he wanted
to choke that man beside Vanessa under his legs instead of a cigaretta!
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