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Chapter 37

Back in the office, the tension was building with cach passing second.
After Marcus told them how he pot the viden, he started wondering who
dropped the flash drive in his office. For him, he could only think it was
someone else who wished i1l for Lisa and it baffled him the more of whe
could be Lisa's enemy. Whatever prompted the person to drop the flash
drive in his office or whoever the person was, he didn't care. He was more
happy that through the flash drive, he was able to pet back at Lisa too for
being insolent and pompouns to him earlier that morming.

"Tam so ashamed of you, Lisa," Ma'am Luna groaned. “You know T had

hopes for you because you have never disappointed me, 1 wanted to give
you a chance but you ruined it by stooping so low and committing such a
shametul act. Tregret ever believing in you."

"ah, grandmother, don't take this to heart, please," Bella uttered,
intervening for her daughter's best interest. "I arn sure Lisa didn't mean
that. She only wanted to prove that she was capable too."

"But now she has proven that she can never be capable of daing

anything. She's as useless as anyone else in the famiby. "
"Mather-in-law, please..."

"o should just be quiel, Bella. Do not try Lo justily our daughter's
actions. It was wrong. Zinnia got blamed woefully by Peterson and
Mother the other night. 1t was wrong," George stated.

"0h, brother, T am glad that vou are upholding the truth, unlike your
shameless wife," Laila uttered.

"Grandmother, what are vou going to do now about Lisa's deed?" Marcus
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asked, expecting a severe punishment for Lisa. "You shouldn't let this
slide."

"I definitely won't, Marcus," Ma'am Luna firmly said.

"Please, mother-in-law, pardon Lisa this time. She had not done
anything wrong before. Flease overlocok this, I kindly ask that vou temper
justice with mercy,” Bella requested.

Buit ma'am Luna's mind was made up. Taking her eves away from Lisa
and her mother, she fixed thern on the projector screen and took a deep

breath, ready Lo announce her judgmenit.

""Tiga is suspended from her position in the company till further notice
and your credit card will be limited to five thousand per month till further

notice too,"

"What?" Lisa's jaw dropped upon hearing her grandmother’s
declaration. She couldn't fathorm how she was going to live well by
depending an only five thousand dollars for a month. She was used Lo
parlying wilh her close (riends on weekends in a lavishing resorl and
using over len Lhousand dollars Lo satiale hersell. She couldn't imagine
trying to manage five thousand dollars for a whole month. For it was like
giving her sand to give out in exchange for food. 5he opened her mouth
to say something but the warning look she got from Ma'am Luna stopped
her. She nudped her mother to intercede for her.

Bella, understanding her daughter's deep pains, spoke up. "Mother-in
law, suspension till further notice? That"s too much. And how would she
survive with only five thousand dollars a month? "

"You can seek the answer to that from the bums in the sireets," ma'am

Luna uttered with no emotion as she took her purse from the table.



"Exaclly. Grandmother is righit, Aunt Bella"

"Shut up, Marcus," Bella shunned, almost yelling. She conldn't bottle it
any longer so she voiced out her long withheld complaints. "This is
wrong, mather-in-law, What did Lisa do to deserve these harsh
punishments from you? she only took the flash drive and I am sure that
is not worse than the deed of Marcus. He made us lose 50 million dollars
but you didn't suspend him from his position nor limit his credit card...”

"Hey, il's because Lisa is (ar from being my son, Marcus," Laila proudly
slated, irking Bella. "My san has done a lot for the company. He works
more than vour daughter and with no matter of time, the mess he made
would be cleaned. Don't compate your Lisa to even Zinnia.”

"Vou're talking gibberish, Laila, Mother-in-law, please take back what
you say. This is unfair. You're being unjust to Lisa."

"Unjust?"” Ma'am Luna frowned, returning her gaze to Bella. "Did I hear
youright, Bellas™

Enowing full well that daring to admit what she had claimed would be
bad for her, Bella said nothing but shook her head.

"Good. You better keep vour mouth under control or I might end up

punishing vou too for your daughter's deed, ot me?"”
"Iunderstand, mother-in-law. [ am sorry. But.."

"Mo buts, Bella!" Ma'am Luna bawled, infuriated. "My declaration is
final," She stated and hissed.

"5 okay, mother. What next now? Who will represent our cormpany ™

Georpe asked.




Marcus waved, straighlening his suit coat. "Uncle, you don't need Lo ask
that. [ am still here to uphold our company's image. I can prepare a better
presentation.”

"The day for the presentation is just a day away, Marcus," Georpe

reminded as Bella eyed Marcus.

"That's not an issue, uncle. [ can get the presentation ready by tomorrow
marning and. "

Ma"am Luna held up her hand, silencing Marcus as she said, "That won't
be necezsary. Youwon't be the one to represent the company. Zinnia's
presentation is still outstanding. She'll be the one to do that."

Zinnia smiled as she covered her mouth to stop her from letting out a

scream in excitement.

Ma'am Luna rolled her eyes, Lrying La keep her anger in control, and

warned, "Zinnia, you better not let me down."
"Sure, ['won't, prandmother.”

Feeling angry, Marcus ook his laptop and stomped oul of the room alter

Ma'amn Luna lefl.
5o, Bella, how are you feeling now? " Taila asked, walking up to her.
Eella hissed. "What do you mean?"

"Come on, don't act oblivious now. You made big talks in the dining
room Lthis moming. You were so conlidenl thal Lisa would beal my
Zinnia. You were stupidly overconfident over a presentation that yon

obviously kmew that yvour daughter stole."



"Dan't you dare insinuate thal my daughier is a thiel."
"Shie is, dear sister-in-law."

Bella took a step forward to retort but got stopped by George. ''Let's just
leave, Bella. " George motioned to Lisa and left. Bella followed him.

Lisa ook a slep lorward Lo leave bul Taila stopped her. "You should be
the last one Lo leave this roorm. Thal would be best. " With that, Taila left,
chuckling.

"Lisa, poor you, you lost to me. Don't worry, Tunderstand, Aunt Bella
probably talked you into doing that and you had no ather option than to
take Peterson's flash drive. 1 know yvou wanted to cause me pain by doing
that, though vou succeeded but 1 am the one having the last laugh now.
Thank vou for taking the flash drive, if vou hadn't done that, Peterson
would have likely potten the contract. But now [will make the
presentation and get the contract. Thank you for piving me such a big

chance Lo be at the top."

"There's a saying that- one shouldn't count its chicks when they haven't
hatched. ¥You know that well, right?"

"I don't care about what vou say. You were such a big fool to think that no
one would get to know aboul vour fake presentation. Now watch and see

e gel Lo the top."

"You'll never be at the top," Lisa scoffed and Zinnia burst into laughter

as she watched her leave the room.

Meanwhile, outside the meeting room, Lisa met Duncan by the door. He
mockingly congratulated her for getting the chance to represent the
COIMPAny.



"Tam happy for you, Lisa. You are preat.”

Seeing the smile dancing on his lips, Lisa knew well that he was only
feipning to itk her. "To hell with you. Don't you dare talk to me, vou
filthy trash!" She hissed and left. Duncan smirked and entered the office.

He met Zinnia laughing.
"Congratulations, dear wife."

Hearing him congratulate her, £Zinnia stopped laughing and walked up to
him at the door. "'l don't need a lowlife to congratulate mme. I am sure you
don't mean it ¥ou want me to fall, don't you? But I also know that yon
don't want me ta fall because you know without me, you won't be

working in the company and your warthless life will be more miserable.”
"Really?"

"Tam certain. Tsn't that why you returned? You're nothing without me
and that won't ever chanpe. Twill represent the company and pet the
contract, nothing will get in my way."

"You know this saying - pride before the downfall, Right?"

Zinnia snesered. "Fools like yvou and Lisa are daring Lo acl stharl, nice.
Don'tvou dare give me a lecture when you're nobody. | am better than a
hundred of you, get that into your mbbish head. [ am the best."

"Okay. Twish you all the hest."”
"To hell with it." Zinnia glared at him and left the room

The anxiety that Duncan had been trying to suppress surfaced in his

expression after he heard £innia's footsteps grow distinct.



He decided to go o the Wallon Group of companies. When he arrived
there, he saw Abigail stepping out of her car in the parking lot. He walked
up to her to thank her better for what she did.

"Dncan, Tthought Twonldn't see you here and will have to wait for a
little while."

"I'm glad you're here, [ want to properly thank you.™

"Oh, but | got your appreciation message. You don't need to thank me all
the dme."

"It was a big thing you did for me in such a little time, Abigail."
"1 am glad I was able to help vou. How did it go"

Tt was clean.”

"Uh yiou mean ™

"TLwenl well. Everyone pol fooled by the (ake video. Xia made it look like

areal [ootage."

"You were warried for no reason, Miss. Xia did a pood job," Lena stated.

Abigail smiled, acknowledging her.

ih, where is she?" Duncan asked, looking around Abigail's car.
"Who are you lalking about

"¥ia. she's vour personal bodvenard, cight?

"Yes, She didn't come along. She's handling something else for me."



"alright. Twanted Lo thank her personally"
"You're so0 humble, Duncan," Ahigail thought as her smile broadened.
"Anyway, relay my thank vou to hee.”

"Sure, [will. I actually came so we could talk about your preparations

reganding the preseniation."
"Dl That's thoughtful of vou, Abigail. Let's goin."

Abigail took some steps forward but stopped when she heard her phone
rang. Lena took out her phone from Abigail's purse which she was

holding and handed it to her.
"Thank you. Tt's an impartant call. Go in, Duncan, 'l came in later."
"Alright." Duncan headed into the building.

He was shocked to find Karla in his office when he walked in. She was

[oeused on the computer on his desk.

"what are vou doing herer™

"I 'was trying to make something for your presentation "
"You shouldn't do that for me. I can handle it."”

"Really? Well, you..." Karla instinctively stopped talking as she noticed
the anxiety in Duncan's face as he took his seat. She walked over to the
fromt of the desk and stared at him. "What happened? Are you akay?™"

"Do 1 look olay?"



"you don't and that's why Tasked."
Yo don't need to know"
"Excuse me, | am your partner. So tell me."

Duncan didnt want to argue and he felt he would have a bit of relief if he

laald her aboul his worny.

"It is going to be Zinnia."

"sorry, what do vou mean, Duncan?"

"She will be the one to represent the Lennart Sky company.”
"Really? S0

"I am a bit worried because Zinnia is really experienced in making great
presentations."

Understanding his worry, Karla walked over to him to give him a bit of
courage with her words. "You shouldn't be. ¥ou can topple her, Duncan.”

Duncan said nothing but abruptly stared at the door until Karla placed her
hand on his which was lving on the desk.

He tilted his head and lifted his eyes to meet her solacing gaze, then they
locked eves.
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