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Elgin:

As I thrust into her one last time, she moaned softly and rolled onto her side.

I watched her lying there naked, her breasts rising and falling as she stared at the ceiling.
I knew I had given Silver the best sex of her life.

We had fucked all night.

That was my way of trying to win her over again, leaving behind small traces of hope for
her to cling to.

Hope that one day, I could belong only to her.
"Are you still upset with me?" I asked, hoping her response would be different.

Instead, she reached for the sheet and pulled it over herself, covering her nipples and the
curve of her hips.

She kept her gaze fixed on the ceiling for a moment before finally turning to look at
me.

"You think that's enough?" she murmured. “You betrayed me, Elgin. You're in love with
someone else. If this were only about sex, I could get that anywhere. You know that."

Her words made my fists clench.

Yeah, I knew.

She could get it anywhere. She had made that clear enough.

I bit my tongue. For now.

"Listen," I said, leaning over her and tugging the sheet down again, exposing her breasts.

As I cupped them in my hands, I caught the hitch in her breathing.



She was lying. I still affected her.

The way my fingers moved over her soft skin and teased her nipples, I could feel her
giving in to me again.

"Do you seriously believe that?" I asked.

She frowned at me immediately.

"Yeah. You're literally planning a wedding with her. What are you talking about?" she
snapped, clearly irritated that I was acting like none of it mattered.

"Well, maybe you should've waited and asked what my real plan was."

As I said that, I pinched her nipple hard enough to make her wince.

That was my way of punishing her.

Her eyes widened as my words settled in.

"Wait-what do you mean?" she asked softly. "You're playing a game with her?"

This time, she grabbed my hand and pulled it back against her chest, trapping it between
her breasts.

"Tell me," she urged.

I leaned over her and kissed her forehead, then the tip of her nose before finally pressing
my lips against hers.

Heat slowly spread through her body beneath me.
"Of course," I murmured. “Remember? We wanted to take over everything she has."

The moment I said that, hope flickered across her face. Her eyes lit up with relief and
excitement.

"Just trust me, okay?"
As soon as those words left my mouth, she smiled.
I guessed that was enough.

A little hope was all it took for her to come back to me.



Still, I didn't want to let Silver go either.

I knew she would bring it up again later. She always did.
Every time told her I was playing a game, she would forget about it
ernet

within and get upset with me

all over again.

She could never truly share me.

That was my effect on her.

Once someone loved me, they could never stop loving me.
Which was exactly why Madeline confused me so much.
How had she managed to move on from me so easily?
Afterward, we cleaned up, showered, and got dressed.

My mother had been blowing up my phone nonstop, demanding that I accompany her to
meet Lady Abigail.

Time was running out, after all.

We did not have the luxury of waiting around, so every decision had to be made quickly.
Well, things had taken a strange turn.

With both leaders dead, my mother finally had a real chance of becoming one herself.
That meant we no longer had to fight Silver's father for the position.

There were two vacant spots anyway.

Because of that, I came to meet Lady Abigail, who was being

informed about everything thel

happened.

had



I still needed to check my phone and catch up on all the news spreading around. From
what I had heard, some of the pack members were furious with Madeline.

Apparently, she went to speak with them, and they abducted her afterward.

I hoped that was not true.

But my mother would not even let me sit alone for a moment.

She wanted her name added to the list of candidates, and she wanted it done quickly.

"Why are you making faces instead of answering me?" my mother finally snapped at Lady
Abigail.

We had been sitting with her for past ten minutes, yet she had

completely ignored my mother ne

kept her attention on Lord John, who

had Silver seated beside him.

Silver had been unusually quiet.

Ever since I used a little of my magic on her, she had softened toward me a little.
Then again, I realized I did not even need to do that.

If my mother secured a place on the council, I would not have to care about Lord John
anymore.
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Still, having both of them on my side would make me the most powerful alpha
among them, which was exactly why I needed Silver loyal to me.

Besides, I had daughters with her.



Of course, I was not going to treat her cruelly or dismiss her completely.

“That's because I believe that since two male council members died, they should be
replaced by two men," Lady Abigail finally answered.

Honestly, neither my mother nor I had expected that response.
And it was bad.

"What kind of misogynistic bullshit is that?" I snapped, immediately siding with my
mother.

Lord John, on the other hand, said nothing.

He simply remained silent, and honestly, I could not blame him.
In his eyes, I had hurt his daughter.

Especially after Silver told him I was going to marry Rosetta.
Of course, he was no longer very fond of me.

"Well, you're a man yourself. You would know. Haven't you used your title and power for
your own benefit before?" Lady Abigail remarked, folding her arms across her chest.

At that moment, I realized that since she was the only council leader left, she now held
enough power to change everything.

And no matter what happened, she did not want my mother involved.
Honestly, that was going to become a serious problem.

I clenched my jaw as I stared at her.

Then my attention shifted to Lord John, whose smirk was impossible to miss.
He looked like he was moments away from laughing in my face.

Still, he kept a serious expression, pretending to care about doing better for the werewolf
community.

"Anyway, we have far more important matters to deal with," Lady Abigail remarked,
wiping the sweat from her forehead.

"And what would that be?" I asked sharply.



I was willing to do whatever it took, even if I had to convince everyone around her to
support my mother as the new council leader.

There were two empty seats, after all.

Once Lord John signed the agreement and officially became a council leader, I would
convince Silver to listen to me and secure the second spot for my mother.

"It seems, Alpha Elgin, that you haven't been keeping up with the news," Lady Abigail
commented as she leaned forward, grabbed the remote, and turned on the television.

For a moment, I thought Graham had finally been caught.

Then I saw the most horrifying thing imaginable.

Madeline was transforming into her grey wolf.

"Oh, would you look at that," Lord John grunted.

My skin began to prickle, and for some reason, my heartbeat quickened too.
Every time it involved Madeline, something inside me shifted.

Maybe it was because, before all of this, before my hunger for crowns

and status, before and

the ugly things Graham and thad done, we were just people in love.

Just young alphas who had fallen for an innocent woman. Honestly, Madeline once made
me feel innocent too.

But we were different now.

"So she was a monster all along," Silver commented, though the look on her face made it
obvious she was more disturbed than surprised.

"We need to move quickly and catch her. We've already asked all the alphas to gather
together," Lady Abigail stated.

"And Elgin don't forget this. Whether
you want to help or not, you're still

an alpha



You'll gather your warriors

and help hunt her down."

.net>

Lady Abigail spoke while staring directly into my eyes, almost as if reminding me
that if my mother wanted that position, she would have to earn it.

And for us to earn it, I would have to sacrifice something huge.

Madeline.

"Well," I spoke up carefully, "I do have a daughter with her."

The second I said that, Silver snapped her head toward me.

Even her father looked furious because they had already made me sign papers severing
my ties with Elara.

"TI'll catch Madeline and take my daughter away from her," I finished.
That was when I realized it fully.

Madeline was a monster in everyone's eyes now.

And sadly, she had become someone I could no longer claim.

Otherwise, I would suffer the same fate as Graham, Ron, and Byron, who were now
wandering the wild without their crowns.

“Good. I expected something more intelligent from you. Empty compliments about my
skills do nothing for me."

All eyes were on me.

People looked stunned that I had finally decided to make a move against Madeline.

It was unfortunate, but she had brought it upon herself.

If she had listened to me from the beginning, if she had stopped causing problems and
stayed away from everyone else, hidden in my room with me, I would have given her so

much love that she never would have needed to step outside the mansion.

But now she had exactly what she wanted.



Everyone's attention was on her.
So I supposed it was time to save myself instead of mourning the love she had

already destroyed.
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"I think he would have wanted this," Ron uttered as he placed a flower on Lord
Jonah's grave.

After everything that had happened, Byron and Ron decided to bury Lord Jonah beside the
place where Baxter's body had been left.

Everything had happened too quickly, and all of it had been terrible.
My tears would not stop.

For a while, I truly felt as if my own life was falling apart too.
Especially when Ron returned carrying Lord Jonah's lifeless body.

That was when I learned that Byron's closest friend, his royal beta, had betrayed him as
well.

It made me realize how packs, status, and ranks could turn a person, even a werewolf,
into a monster.

I was completely shattered.
Then there was Lady Eugenia.

When she regained consciousness and learned that her husband had suffered a heart
attack and died, she screamed and cried for hours.

After that, she went completely silent.

My children were deeply disturbed too.



It was the first time they had seen death.
The first time they had seen a dead body.

We had already put them to sleep inside, but we were still standing around Lord Jonah's
grave after burying him.

We stepped back to give Lady Eugenia a chance to speak to Lord Jonah one last time.

She walked forward in slow steps before suddenly collapsing to her knees beside his
grave.

"Just like my son, you left me too," she said, her voice breaking as her fingers dragged
through the sand. "What am I supposed to do without both of you now? I have no one
left."

She whispered the words so softly, yet she looked completely shattered.

I had never seen her like that before.

Ever since I had known Lady Eugenia, she had always carried herself with grace and quiet
pride.

But seeing her like this truly broke my heart.

"You're not alone," I whispered.

Lady Eugenia slowly straightened her back, though she remained seated beside the grave.
"They're your family too," I added softly.

Baxter had two children.

The moment that thought crossed my mind, I went silent.

I had spoken about Baxter in the past tense.

I immediately started shaking my head as my body trembled along with it.

I could not accept that Baxter was truly gone.

The thought of Baxter never coming back meant spending the rest of my life alone and in
pain.

And I did not know how I was supposed to survive that.



I had two children to raise so everyone would expect me to live for them.

But when all hope had already been ripped away from my life, how was I supposed to
keep going?

I turned away and buried my face in my hands as I cried.

"Of course you would say that," Lady Eugenia muttered.

Slowly, I lowered my hands from my face and looked at her.

"Even after everything I did to you," she continued quietly.

I was about to step forward and hug her when she added, “But you should be
blamed for all of this. You are the reason they're gone today."

The moment those words left her mouth, I turned toward her in disbelief.

"Okay, that's enough. Stop blaming her for no reason. Can't you see that other people are
the ones who wronged us? Ron shouted at Lady Eugenia.

She quickly rose to her feet to face him.

"No. Nobody wronged you," she snapped. "This is because of her. All of you chose
to stand beside her. That's why you're suffering now."

Every word she said cut deeper than the last.

And the worst part was that I still saw her as family.

I still believed I would take care of her, while she stood there convincing everyone
that I was the problem.

"Think about it," Lady Eugenia continued bitterly. "Everyone who gets involved with
Madeline either ends up dead or humiliated. People are supposed to stay away from her"

She wiped her tears before pulling her phone from her purse.
She had been receiving notifications the entire time we were in the car.

Then her expression twisted.



"Oh, now I understand why," she yelled suddenly, making me cover my mouth. "Because
she's a fucking monster."

It felt deliberate.

Almost as if she had already seen the news and had been waiting for the perfect moment
to use it against me.

"Now it all makes sense. She's a cursed wolf. Someone like her should be locked away and
kept far from everyone."

She screamed the words before pressing a hand against her forehead.

I instinctively stepped toward her to stop her from collapsing, but Byron grabbed my arm
and pulled me back.

It was the first time he had ever used his strength against me.

The first time he had touched me against my will.

"Enough," Byron hissed, his tone

et

shocking me. This woman is calling.

you a monster. She's humiliating.

you, treating you cruelly, and you still want to care for her?"

His grip tightened slightly around my arm.

"That's enough kindness, Madeline. The world doesn't bow to kind people. It
destroys them."

As those words sank in, I closed my eyes and broke down completely.
I was exhausted and so broken.

I had lost a man I saw as a father figure.

And I had lost my mate, the man I had waited so long to find again.

All this time, I kept going because I believed I would see Baxter again.



And for what?

Just to find out he had died while I knew nothing about it.

Before another word could be spoken, all of our attention shifted when we heard
shouting in the distance.

It sounded like a crowd was moving toward us.

I already knew what was happening.

The warriors were coming to arrest me.
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"You did the right thing," she told me over the phone.
I slowly nodded to myself.

I had stepped aside for a moment to talk to her.

I told her everything about Madeline, how they were going after her, and how I had
responded to it all.

She kept reassuring me. She said I had done nothing wrong.
“Listen, Elgin, even if you've cut ties with Elara, you can still adopt her. She's still your
blood. And why do you listen to Silver so much? That little girl is your daughter. Go adopt

her. Save her from the monster Madeline has become."

She spoke with complete confidence from the other side of the call, and her words made
me think again.

I had been calling Madeline a monster.



And now she was too.

I knew that if I went there and tried to take Elara away from Madeline while calling her a
monster in the same breath, that would truly be the end.

Not that there was much left between us already.
Still, a part of me had held onto hope.

I kept thinking that once everyone else abandoned her, she would eventually come back to
me.

But looking at everything now, I was no longer sure having her back would even be a good
thing.

My mother and father-in-law were about to become council leaders.

I was marrying Rosetta.

I was going to have two lunas from powerful packs.

Maybe Madeline belonged in the past now.

"You're right," I said firmly. "I'll talk to you once it's done."

I ended the call and turned around, only to find Silver standing there.

"So now you discuss important things with her?" she asked quietly. "You could've talked
to me too."

There was sadness in her voice.

I walked up to her at once and took her hands in mine.

"You know, babe, I need to understand what's going on in her head. If we manage to
get Elara back and looked like kind people, along with all the packs Rosetta has
secured since her mates died, we'll be unstoppable. You'll become the ultimate queen."
I brushed Silver's cheek gently, trying to reassure her.

I had no intention of leaving Rosetta.

In some ways, she reminded me of Madeline.



If I was losing Madeline, then maybe having Rosetta softened the blow.

But Silver mattered to me just as much.

I wanted both of them in my life, but Silver was struggling to accept it.

Or maybe she was trying to.

Still, I could see her pulling away from me bit by bit, and I did not want that to happen.
"Okay,” she murmured. "Promise me you won't let Madeline fool you again."

She did not realize there was no chance of that happening anymore.

Unless Madeline threw herself at me and called me her slave.

And I knew she never would.

Her ego was far too big for that.

After that, I left with the council to capture the monster everyone feared so much.

I suppose it was always going to come to this.

When Madeline first transitioned, I was terrified for her.

Later, I convinced myself her wolf had buried it all so deeply that it no longer existed.
But I had been wrong.

Sadly, this was how things had to end.

"Let's go," I said as I approached Abigail.

My mother stood beside her, with Lord John at her side.

Both of them needed to prove they could become capable leaders.

Still, Lord John had a better chance.

He was already among the candidates expected to become a council leader, while my
mother was only hoping that after today people would finally see her as a legitimate

choice.

Once all the warriors, council



and several Alphas banet

members, future council leaders et there, we

the cabin

began marching toward t

It was the same cabin I had suggested she might be hiding in.

I knew I was betraying Madeline now, but that was the least of my concerns.
My loyalty belonged to Silver and Rosetta.

The moment we reached the top of the hill, we saw Madeline standing outside with her
children.

"Everybody, take shelter! Get inside!" she screamed before rushing back toward the cabin.
The two Alphas ran with her but stopped at the front porch instead.

After Madeline shoved Lady Eugenia

safely inside, she stepped back on

and locked the door behind her.

Then she took her place between Byron and Ron.

Looking at the two of them, I could not help thinking she had simply replaced me and
Graham.

They reminded me of us.

Two fools who thought we still had a chance with her.

Then my gaze shifted toward the grave nearby and the words carved into the stone.
The handwriting looked like Lady Eugenia's.

This is where your son died, and this is where you will be buried.

A chill crawled over my skin.

Baxter was dead?
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"Mommy, what are those noises?" Elara asked softly as she ran out of the cabin
again.

That was when my eyes shifted to the crowd gathered outside.

Leading them were Abigail and none other than Elgin.

Of course he had come.

I should have expected him to show up the moment he got the chance to attack me one
last time.

And he did.

"Everybody inside!" I shouted, grabbing both my children while Ron pulled Lady Eugenia
along with him.

The moment we reached the main door, I hurried the children inside, pushed Lady
Eugenia in after them, then shut the door and turned to face the mob.

"We are not here to attack you, Alphas," Lady Abigail declared, her voice carrying across
the ground. "We only want the monster.”

I knew their apologies and requests for forgiveness had all been an act.

They had only been waiting for the right moment to take revenge for being forced to bow
before me.

Their pride would never allow them to let that humiliation go.
"You're not getting her, you monsters," Ron hissed.

"And she's not a monster," Byron added in a harsh tone.



"Well then, if the two of you refuse to step away from her, we will sadly have to denounce
you as alphas," Lady Abigail warned.

Before she could continue, Ron let out a sarcastic chuckle that silenced everyone around
us.

All eyes turned to him.

Then Ron rolled his shoulders and straightened his posture rigid as he faced them.
"Fuck you, your ranks, and your packs."

The crowd gasped as though he had committed some unforgivable crime.

"No, don't you fucking gasp!" Ron shouted. "Do any of you have any idea what those pack
members did to my Luna?"

His voice cracked with fury.

"Do you know what she suffered while I was wrongfully locked behind bars? She was
raped. She was blackmailed. Our baby was killed, and then she was murdered too. And
after all that, she was not even allowed a cure."

His chest rose sharply as he glared at them.

"And when her body was finally supposed to rest in peace, they tore it apart. They
humiliated her. And now you want me to stand beside you and attack the only person who
has ever been there for me?"

Every word Ron spoke brought tears to my eyes.

All of us had suffered so much, yet these people still did not seem to understand any of it.
My gaze swept through the crowd, searching for Lord William.

Why had he not come?

And why were Lord John and Lady Greta standing beside Lady Abigail like they were on
the same side?

What the hell was going on?
"Well, we apologize for that," Lady Abigail said in a calm, almost chilling voice.

I was surprised by how little remorse she sounded.



"I don't fucking want your apology," Ron snapped. "I'm not leaving my friend. And as
for the crown, I don't fucking care. Take it.”
His jaw tightened as he glared at them.

"But I'm not showing up for any denunciation. You can take those rules and shove them
up your ass."

Ron fired the words back at them in a way I wished all of us had been brave enough to do.
The crowd looked horrified and disgusted.
And then there was Elgin.

He kept stealing glances at me, yet he could not meet my eyes even once. He knew exactly
what kind of coward he was.

"What about you, Byron?" Lady
Abigail asked. "Are you willing t
lose your pack too? Your tonet
finally unbanned. It can thro
again

She was trying to manipulate him.
I did not understand why.

There were so many of them. Why were they so afraid of the two Alphas standing beside
me?

Or were they afraid of me?

Did they want one of my own people to betray me and hand me over to them?
"I value friendship more than

crowns," Byron said calmly. "So you

can keep that banned pack. It's

it



useless to me anyway Give to Elgin for babysitting since he cares about it so much."
The moment Byron mentioned Elgin, I saw Elgin's body tense.
A frown formed on his forehead as his expression darkened with irritation.

"Well, I think they've made their decision. We should stop waiting now," Elgin finally
declared, making it clear which side he had chosen.

"And while all of you are attacking the monster and those two useless Alphas, make sure
my daughter stays safe in there."

The moment he called Elara his daughter, my throat tightened painfully.

To be honest, over the last few months, I had completely forgotten he was her
father.

In my mind, Baxter had become the only father of my children.

“No!” I screamed, stepping forward.

The second moved, everyone facing me, Lady Abigail, the council leaders the Alphas the
warriors, instinctively stepped back as though they expected me to attack.

And that was when I realized it.
They were afraid of my wolf.

Because it was stronger than all of them.
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Madeline:
"Elara is not your daughter," I hissed at Elgin, staring straight at him.

Then I started marching toward him.



The others immediately drew their weapons while my body began to transition. The
moment my bones began to crack and shift, panic spread through the crowd. My wolf
emerged with a savage snarl that made several warriors stumble back.

For a second, it looked as if they were questioning whether they even wanted to fight this
war.

The air filled with cracking bones, growls, howls, and screams.

Elgin transformed alongside the others, his body shifting into a massive dark wolf, but he
was nothing compared to mine.

I stood taller and broader than anyone on the battlefield.

For a moment, I worried my size would make me an easy target.

Even someone with terrible aim could hit me with how large I was.

Around us, more warriors and Alphas shifted, preparing themselves for the fight.
The second Elgin lunged at me, I slammed into him head-on.

My claws ripped through his shoulder before he could sink his teeth into me.
Blood burst from the wound as his body crashed against the ground.

Dirt scattered everywhere while a howl tore from his throat.

I did not let him recover.

I attacked again.

In that moment, rage consumed me completely.

Every memory came rushing back.

Him betraying me in the name of marriage.

Walking away when I needed him most.

Insulting my daughter. Rejecting me.

Trying to force himself on me while pretending he cared.

The fury inside me exploded.



I needed to bring him down.

I needed to fucking kill him.

I tore into him again, sinking my teeth into his neck before hurling him across the ground.
His body rolled violently before crashing into a tree.

He struggled back onto his feet, breathing hard.

Behind me, two more Alphas burst into their wolf forms, Ron and Byron.

We had spent the entire day running and fighting for our lives.

We were so consumed by survival that none of us realized night had fallen.

Darkness slowly swallowed the woods while screams echoed through the trees.

Warriors charged at us from every direction, only for Ron to tear straight through the
first line.

Byron lunged at another warrior before the man could even fire his weapon.
Then an arrow sliced through the air.

I was too busy fighting Elgin to notice it.

He kept coming at me relentlessly, but my wolf blocked every attack he threw.
Because of that, I never saw the arrow until it tore through my shoulder.

A low growl rumbled from Lena as the arrow buried deep into my flesh.

Several warriors looked relieved for a brief second, convinced they had weakened
me.

Then I wrapped my hand around the arrow, yanked it out, and snapped it in half.
Horror spread across their faces as they watched me do it.

Then silence swept across the battlefield for a second.

As I howled, I felt my power surge through me.

The sound echoed across the mountains like a warning from death itself.



The warriors who had fired the arrow immediately stepped back in fear.

One of them shook so badly he nearly dropped another arrow.

Another raised his gun toward me, his hands trembling as he tried to pull the trigger.
Before he could fire, Byron slammed

into him in his full form, crushing

him beneath his weight Conter

Blood splattered across the ground.

The green grass was quickly turning red.

Elgin charged at me again, furious that he still had not managed to land a single hit.
But I was faster. Every time he lunged, I dodged him and overpowered him.
My claws ripped into his side.

My teeth tore into his flesh.

With every failed attempt, his frustration grew, and I loved every second of it.
For the first time, he looked afraid.

He staggered backward, retreating

while warriors

shed in front of him

to shield him from me. Conte

Once a coward, always a coward.

I tore through the warriors attacking me.

One after another crashed to the ground.

Blood sprayed through the air while screams echoed through the night.

A part of me knew my children were probably terrified inside.



And I did not expect Lady Eugenia to comfort them either.

More warriors rushed at us.

Some tried to stab me while others fired arrows.

They were doing the same to Byron and Ron, but the three of us ripped through
y formation port
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The older council leaders stood behind the warriors, screaming orders without
pause.

"Aim for her legs!" Lady Abigail shouted.

"AHHHH!" The second I looked at her, she screamed.

She clutched herself and quickly hid behind Lord John, looking utterly terrified.
My attention shifted back to the warriors attacking me nonstop.

So much so that I failed to notice Elgin was gone.
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Elgin:

It felt like my pride had been shattered.

The way Madeline had beaten me left me humiliated.

Fine, I knew she was a Grey Wolf.



She was powerful.

She was meant to be powerful.

But at the very least, I should have been able to land one hit on her.
Something to prove that I could defend myself against her.

But that never happened.

And it broke something inside me.

Then anger tore through me, and I decided I was going to punish her.
And what better way to do that?

My eyes shifted toward the cabin, and I realized that was where she had definitely hidden
her children.

My daughter.

While she remained busy fighting the other monsters and warriors outside, I quietly
slipped away and headed toward the cabin.

A few warriors followed behind me just in case.
We had already seen Lady Eugenia enter the cabin earlier.
If she transformed, she could still cause trouble.

However, the moment I broke down the door and stepped inside, I realized she was
simply standing there with Bodhi behind her.

Bodhi stood beside Elara, holding her hand while she cried.

I could only imagine what those two must have felt hearing the screams and chaos from
outside.

"Hey, it's me. Daddy," I said to Elara.
Truthfully, I was only taking her back because I wanted to punish Madeline.
That had been my plan from the beginning.

I already had two daughters.



Elara was nothing more than a responsibility to me because she carried my blood.
And in the end, she was someone I could use for one final strike against Madeline.

The moment Lady Eugenia saw me moving toward the children, she grabbed Bodhi's hand
and pulled him behind her.

That was when I realized where her loyalty truly lay.

Her affection, her care, her protectiveness, all of it was for the child who belonged to her
son.

At that moment, she was not thinking about anyone else. She was thinking like Bodhi's
grandmother.

Elara stood there helplessly, staring at us.
"No! She's my sister!" Bodhi screamed, hitting Lady Eugenia with her tiny fists.

However, Lady Eugenia only looked me straight in the eye before crouching down to pick
Bodhi up.

"In war, everyone suffers losses," she said calmly. "Whether you win or lose, you take
whatever you can and run with it."

The meaning behind her words was clear.

She was telling me to take Elara.

So I did.

I lunged forward and grabbed her.

"No! Let go! You are not my daddy!" Elara cried, fighting me with everything she had.
She scratched me and hit my chest repeatedly, but her tiny attacks did nothing to me.
I was wearing nothing except a pair of shorts since I had only recently shifted.

Her small hands pinched and scraped against my bare skin as I carried her.

The warriors stayed close beside me.

I watched Lady Eugenia rush toward the kitchen before quickly moving out of my way.

That was when I ran toward the back door.



I had no intention of facing Madeline again.

She was in that monstrous form, and if she saw me with Elara, she would fucking kill
me.

However, the moment I stepped outside, I heard growls and the heavy beating of wings.
"It's the monster," one of the

warriors informed me. "Everybody is Occupied over there with the winged monster."
"Good. Then let's leave quickly," I told them.

"What about your mother? Lady Abigail? Lord John?" the warrior asked.

I immediately realized that was going to become a problem.

"Listen carefully," I ordered. "I'll take my daughter to the car. You go get my mother Once
we're inside t the

vehicle, we'll be safer, though not completely secure." fo FindNovel.net

I tightened my hold on Elara before continuing.

“But make sure my mother gets out alive, even if the others can't be saved."
The warning in my voice was enough.

Since he belonged to my pack, he understood exactly what I meant.

"I don't want to go anywhere with you!"

As Elara sereamed again, I realized the only way she would accept me was if she became
frightened enough to believe her father was the only person who could protect her.

So I slowly pulled her away from me and turned her toward the other side of the
cabin.

The sky there looked stained red with blood.

It was terrifying.

I felt Elara's body shudder slightly.



"See that?" I murmured, pointing toward the sky.

Even I was afraid.

I needed to get away, but first, I had to make her listen.

"There's the monster," I muttered as I watched the winged creature carry an alpha
away in its claws.

My body shuddered again. The sight was horrifying.

"Daddy—it's—" Elara whimpered, clutching tightly to me. "What is that?"
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Madeline:

That was when panic struck me.

Elgin being gone was not going to end well.

My eyes shifted toward the cabin, and that was when I saw him.

He had reached the door.

That fucking coward had slipped away from the fight and broken the cabin door down.
Fear for my children's safety tore through me.

I howled as loudly as I could, the sound shaking the ground beneath me, then sprinted
toward the cabin.

Before I could reach it, several massive wolves slammed into me from the side.
The other alphas.

Unlike the warriors, these alphas were strong enough to slow me down.



With all of them charging at me together, they managed to force me back a step.
One bit into my side while another slammed into my back, forcing me into the dirt.
I realized Lena was far stronger when she focused on fighting.

The moment she got distracted, everything fell apart.

I twisted violently and raked my claws across one alpha's face before another lunged for
my throat.

There were too many of them, and all I could think about were my children inside.
And I could feel Lena thinking the same thing.

She cared about our children.

My eyes never left the shattered doorway.

More warriors were rushing toward it now, pushing inside, probably surrounding my
children.

Panic tore through me again.

I let out another howl, louder this time, loud enough for Ron and Byron to
understand exactly what I meant.

'The cabin.'

'Protect the children.'

I saw both of them break away from the fight immediately and charge toward the
cabin through the chaos.

Then suddenly, a strange sound filled the air.

The flapping of wings.

And everyone froze as if life had been drained out of them.

The ground fell silent so quickly that it felt unnatural.

Even the wolves stopped growling.



Slowly, almost fearfully, every head tilted upward.

Something massive moved across the sky.

Then I heard Lady Abigail scream.

"It's the winged monster!"

The terror in her voice made it clear how deeply they feared it.

This monster had brought chaos before, and now it had returned to find many preys
scattered across an open field, ready to be devoured.

Before I could fully process what was happening, pain tore through my body again as my
wolf began shifting back into human form.

"No, no, no, no, no!"

I protested, shaking my head at Lena.

But I had already collapsed to my knees, gasping for air.

"What the fuck, Lena?" I snapped.

Then I looked around and realized every other wolf was going through the same thing.

Bones cracked back into place as they shifted into their human forms once again. My
claws disappeared right before my eyes, and the fur vanished from my skin.

The same thing was happening to everyone else.

It seemed none of us could hold our wolf forms anymore.
Even when I tried to shift back, something stopped me.

An intense resistance held me down.

A deep, resonating vibration came from the creature above us.
It echoed through my skull and

chest so

violently that LC

bet



my

monster.

head in pain realizing the m

causing it.
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It was stopping us from shifting.

The sight of so much flesh and blood had excited him.
Fear crawled up my spine.

My head snapped toward the cabin again.

My children were in there, trapped in a miserable state.

I did not know what Elgin was doing to them.

Pushing every thought aside, I tried to reach them.
However, before I could take another step, the creature dropped from the
sky so fast that the ground she bee

beneath us

A massive winged monster landed directly in front of me.

Several people screamed as they shifted back into their human forms. We all knew what
the monster was capable of.

It had caused destruction before, and it would not hesitate to do it again.
But when I looked at it, all I could think about was Baxter.

"You killed him!" I yelled as the wind whipped my hair across my face.
Behind the beak, two eyes stared directly at me.

Sand swirled through the air, forcing them to narrow slightly.

It looked like a monster, but I could not believe that was all it was.



There had to be something human behind it.

It was not just some eagle-like beast.

There were traces of humanity in it.

"Madeline, get out of his way!"

I heard Byron's voice shout from somewhere behind me.
I did not turn around, but I could tell

the warriors were still fighting them, trying to stop them from escaping as if any of them
actually could

Their goal was to keep everyone trapped there so the monster could kill them.
At the same time, they were trying to save themselves.

"You killed my husband," I whimpered.

I did not truly mean it.

Whoever had taken Baxter out of that coffin had already killed him.

He never would have survived.

But they had not even given me the decency of telling me.

They had done it all in silence.

And suddenly, I wondered if they had killed Yuvonne too.
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