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Gaerel looked at him. ‘The Path of Heavenly Awakening has existed since the
Sky Burial Age. Also, the entrance to this mysterious realm is guarded by the
Ursas.”

James’ eyes widened.

‘Who would have thought that it was actually the Ursas who were guarding
this mysterious, legendary realm?!’ he thought.

James asked in a slightly raised voice, “In that case, might | ask how many of
your people have managed to pass the Path of Heavenly Awakening so far?”

Gaerel gave a small sigh as he shook his head. “There are nine trials on the
Path of Heavenly Awakening. Since a long time ago, we have been sending

the gifted ones from our race into the realm. Sadly, none of them has ever
made it to the ninth trial.”

His explanation further piqued James’ interest.

“Alright. | agree to your terms. It doesn’t matter if | fail. | would really like to
enter the Path of Heavenly Awakening and see what this mysterious realm is
all about myself.”

Gaerel gazed at the man before him.

‘| can’t wait to see if this man, who’s hailed as the most promising cultivator of
our era, is able to pass all nine trials

of the Path of Heavenly Awakening.

‘If he does, that means he has the potential to reach the Caelum Acme Rank.
Then, it'd be right for us to pick the Doom Race’s side. Once he achieves the
Caelum Acme Rank, the humans will no longer be a threat to us,” Gaerel
concluded inwardly.

‘There are a few things that | need to warn you about,” Gaerel said.

James replied, “I'm all ears.”



Gaerel began, ‘The Path of Heavenly Awakening is a strange and interesting

realm. Anything can happen inside that place. There’s a chance you may lose
your life there. You will get a chance to leave the realm each time you pass a
trial. However, if you get stuck in one of the trials, you’ll remain stuck forever.”

After a brief pause, Gaerel went on, “Inside the Path of Heavenly Awakening,
you may encounter projected images of past famous, powerful cultivators that
have existed in the history of the Greater Realms. Naturally, those cultivators
would be on the same rank as the challenger. Still, they are nonetheless a
group of very formidable opponents.”

James felt more and more excited as he listened to the details about the Path
of Heavenly Awakening.

Gaerel got up from his seat the next instant. Then, he walked over to James’
side.

“Come with me. I'll show you to the place.”

The two of them headed out of the main hall, followed by the Ursa men. Then,
Gaerel led the group of them onto a mountainous path and deeper into the
woods.

Soon afterward, they arrived at a quiet and secluded area. James could sense
that the area was under heavy protection as there were numerous formations
cast around the place. He could also see Ursa guards stationed around the
area.

Gaerel lifted his arm and activated one of the formations. A huge, strange
door appeared before everyone’s eyes the next instant.

The door was formed by innumerable mysterious inscriptions. Although
James had mastered the Primal Mantra, he was having some difficulty
reading and understanding those inscriptions.

“Wyot, before you enter, you should leave us with a letter. We will pass the
letter to the Dooms if you fail to survive the trials,” Gaerel said.

James raised his palm and conjured an inscription. Then, he handed it over to
Gaerel.

‘You should give this to Sir Youri if that happens.”



Gaerel accepted the inscription. Then, he gestured toward the door. “Wyot,
you may enter and experience one of the most difficult realms known to all
living beings now. | hope you’ll successfully overcome all nine trials.”
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quite some time.

He asked curiously, “Sir Gaerel, where will | be sent to once | enter the realm?
Also, where would | be transferred once | pass a trial?”

Gaerel replied, “This door is both the entrance and exit of the realm. You'll find
the passage to leave the realm each time you finish a trial. If you take the
passage, you'll exit the realm through this door.”

James could see several light beams coming from the inscriptions on the door
projected onto the ground. Those light beams formed a six-pointed star figure
on the ground just a few steps away from the door.

James showed no hesitation as he walked toward the door.

As soon as he stopped above the star, the formation beneath his feet started
glowing.

Just then, James heard Gaerel’s voice coming from behind him. “Wyot, |
almost forgot to tell you this. Before you enter the Path of Heavenly
Awakening, your aptitude, cultivation base, and cultivation rank will be
examined as the realm will generate the corresponding manual. Also, the
difficulty of the nine trials will increase by level as you go through the trials. By
completing all nine trials of the Path of Heavenly Awakening, one will prove to
have the potential of achieving the Caelum Acme Rank.

“The highest level that our people have ever managed to clear is the sixth
level or the sixth trial.”

“F*ck! You tricked me?!” James exploded into anger upon hearing those
words.

Unfortunately, it was too late for James to turn back by then.



The star figure on the ground started spinning at a high speed. James could
sense how he was slowly losing control of his body.

Just then, the bystanders began noticing something peculiar about the
gigantic door. Various colors could be seen on the door at that point.

In the blink of an eye, a total of ten colors were shown on the door.

‘The ultimate-level difficulty?!” Gaerel exclaimed after seeing the number of
colors on the door.

The Ursa elders standing behind Gaerel were equally shocked.
‘That fellow must have an incredible aptitude!”

“Like the Path of Heavenly Awakening, the ultimate-level difficulty is almost
like a myth to us. This level of difficulty has never appeared even in our
records ever since the creation of the Path of Heavenly Awakening.”

‘How unsettling...”

‘I wonder what he’ll encounter in the Path of Heavenly Awakening that’'s been
adjusted to the ultimate-level

difficulty.”

“‘He’ll probably meet some of the strongest cultivators that we are all familiar
with. Who knows, he may even cross paths with a young Chaos Path Master
in the realm.”

The Ursas were discussing excitedly amongst themselves at the unusual sight
of the door.

At the same time, Youri was receiving reports of what was happening within
the Ursa grounds in real time.

“Sir Youri, Mr. Wyot is entering the Path of Heavenly Awakening now,” Qimat
reported.

Youri stroked his mustache thoughtfully. “I never would have guessed that the
Ursas were the guardians of the Path of Heavenly Awakening. If it weren't
because of the issue with the humans, | would want to enter and experience
the realm myself.”



While everyone was staring at the door to the Path of Heavenly Awakening in
awe, James could feel his body being slowly lifted into the air and moved
closer toward the door.

Suddenly, James sensed a great force pulling his body to the door. In a flash,
James was sucked into that huge door, vanishing before everyone else’s
eyes.

The colors faded from the door the next instant. Even the six -pointed star
figure had stopped glowing and returned to its original position.

“Let us all wait here. The realm of the Path of Heavenly Awakening is strange
and unimaginable. The flow of time inside the realm is different from the
outside world. For Wyot Dalibor, he may feel as though he has been in the
realm for hundreds of thousands of epochs when only a few hundred years
have actually passed in the outside world.”

“It's a shame we can’t detect Wyot’'s aura or see what happens when he is
inside the realm. I'm really curious about what he will encounter there.”

On the other hand, James had entered the realm of the Path of Heavenly
Awakening. He looked around and noticed that he was inside an unusual
passage.

The passage was made up of strange, ancient inscriptions that were difficult
to be deciphered even for James who knew the Primal Mantra.

James reached for the passage walls and tore a piece of inscription. Then, he
used his powers to break down the inscription to its simplest form, a primitive
inscription sigil.

Curiously enough, James could sense numerous forms of power from the
Inscription sigil.
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Power and Time Power from the inscription sigil. He could even detect traces
of karma and reincarnation from it.

“Unbelievable...”



James stared at the inscription sigil in admiration. “The creator of this realm
must be an outstanding and remarkable cultivator.”

‘As far as | know, any inscription in its simplest, most primitive form can carry
only one form of power.

‘The inscriptions found in this passage, however, seem to contain several
forms of power. It is as if each of them is equipped with the powers of the
Greater Paths!

‘The creator of the Path of Heavenly Awakening must have been someone
who had achieved extraordinary cultivation ranks. They might have been
someone who was already in the late stage of Caelum Acme Rank. My guess
is that the person may have even achieved the legendary Chaos Rank,’
James thought.

James dispersed the inscription sigil in his palm. Then, he tried to sense the
time and space around him to figure out where he was.

Unfortunately, he could’'t seem to detect any of those things. Standing in the
passage, James felt as though he could no longer grasp the flow of time.

Soon, the passage began to disappear. James could also see what seemed
like a new world before his eyes.

“Welcome to the first trial of the Path of Heavenly Awakening at the ultimate-
level difficulty.”

At that very moment, James heard those words ringing in his ear.

“For the first trial, kill all living beings in this universe. The time limit is thirty
thousand years. Challengers who fail to do so within the time limit will lose
their powers and perish.”

The passage was completely gone by the time the voice had stopped talking.

James looked around and found that he was currently situated at the top of a
mountain. He activated his Divine Sense to check the world that he had
arrived in.

James soon realized that he had been transferred into a world that was as big
as the Super Universes that he had seen in his original world. Moreover, he



had also detected the powerful aura of quite a number of cultivators. He could
tell that some of them had achieved the Terra Acme Rank.

“I need to kill all living beings in this universe within a time limit of thirty
thousand years?! Are you kidding me?” James shouted at the top of his lungs,
“Whose idea was it? Come out here right now! | need to have a word with
you!”

Only the sound of James huffing and puffing could be heard as he waited for a
reply.

‘Damn it!” James cursed in exasperation.
He conjured the Death-Celestial Sword the next instant.

“I guess | just have to trust myself and do this. I'll see for myself if this Path of
Heavenly Awakening is as difficult as described in the legends! Well, this
realm is mostly likely created by a superior cultivator to train future
generations of cultivators instead of wiping them out. | just need to trust the
process.”

James took a deep breath. Then, he teleported to a busy road located just
outside a city gate. James could see countless people going about their
business around the city gate.

James could tell that those people were real living beings as each and every
one of them had complete souls.

He frowned. “This doesn’t seem like an artificial realm. Are all these people
real?”

‘Wouldn't it be really bad karma if | were to Kkill all the living beings in this
universe?’ James pondered.

“It's probably not real. This world is likely just a replica of one of the worlds or
civilizations that existed in the history of the Greater Realms. The creator must
have found a way to recreate such a realistic replica in this realm.

‘These people are no longer alive in our time. What I'm seeing is just a
projection of them while they were still alive. It wouldn’t really affect them even
if | killed these people,” James muttered to himself.
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everything he was seeing was real.

He could sense complete paths in the universe. He could even sense the
signs of life flowing through the air.

At the same time, he was certain that he had entered an artificial realm.
‘This is just a fragment of our history.

‘This is all part of the illusion of the realm. The Path of Heavenly Awakening
was designed to recreate situations suited to the challenger’s cultivation base
and aptitude,” James concluded inwardly.

“I have to kill all living beings in this universe within a period of thirty thousand
years.”

James stood by the roadside as he stared at the huge city gate. Then, he
activated the Omniscience Path and began walking toward the gate.

Every living being in the city felt the overwhelming and threatening aura
emanated by James almost instantaneously.

In a flash, the city gate was closed. Countless warriors appeared on the city
walls. Simultaneously, a huge formation cast over the city was activated.

Innumerable golden inscriptions appeared right above the city, forming a
complete and secure barrier against any enemy.

“Who are you?”
A cold, steely voice reverberated in the air.

James spotted a man in a white robe that had appeared levitating in the air
above the city gate.

The man stared at James and said in a deep voice, “This is Yaneiri City. Our
people do not welcome rude or hostile visitors. Trespassers are executed
immediately. Leave now, and we can pretend that this has never happened.”



James lifted his eyes and met the man’s gaze. He could detect that person’s
aura.

‘He’s a rather competent cultivator. | can tell that he’s reached the middle
stage of the Permanence Acme Rank.

That’s considered a pretty solid cultivation rank even in our times.” James
thought.

‘What’s your name?”
James raised the black sword in his hand and pointed it in the man’s direction.
‘I am Halten Yfren, a disciple of the Yaneiri King.”

‘The Yaneiri King?’ James repeated inwardly. He paused momentarily upon
hearing that name.

‘Why does the name sound so familiar? | think | may have heard or seen this
name somewhere before...” he pondered.

James closed his eyes and tried his best to recall Wyot’'s memories.

Images of Wyot's memories passed through his mind in an instant. Just then,
James found what he was looking for.

Wyot had once read about some strange occurrences that had happened in
the Greater Realms from an ancient scroll. One of those stories was related to
the Yaneiri King.

The Yaneiri King was a prominent figure that had existed sometime after the
Sky Burial Age. The man was an unparalleled genius. The Yaneiri King
managed to achieve incredible capacities for his cultivation base and ranks.

According to ancient records, the Yaneiri King was able to reach the
Boundless when he was in the Quasi and Permanence Acme Ranks
respectively. In the end, he even achieved the Terra Acme Rank.

Strangely, the Yaneiri Empire, which was the Yaneiri King’s homeland,
completely vanished one day.

No one knew how it happened. Not only were all the people of the Yaneiri
Empire gone, even Mount Yaneiri was no longer found at its original location.



It was as if none of them, including the great Yaneiri King, had ever existed.
A deep frown creased James’ forehead.
‘Why did the realm choose to recreate the Yaneiri Empire?”

“From what Wyot has read in the ancient scroll, The Yaneiri King has
managed to achieve the early stage of Terra Acme Rank before his
disappearance. How would | ever stand a chance against such a powerful and
formidable opponent?”

James was filled with various worrying thoughts. However, he knew deep
down that he had no choice but to try and overcome this hurdle.
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James would have no choice but to remain in this realm and die eventually.

James drew a long breath. Then, he directed his gaze at Halten, the Yaneiri
King’s disciple, and shouted in a steady voice, “I| have come here today to Kill
the Yaneiri King, but before | do that, I will kill you first.”

“Well, we’ll see about that!”

Halten tightened his jaw. He lifted his palm and conjured a few lines of
inscriptions. Those glowing inscriptions slowly moved toward the city’s
protection barrier and fused with it.

A few seconds later, a sword formation appeared in mid-air right above the
protection barrier. Multiple swords of different shapes and sizes materialized
from the sword formation. Then, all of those swords flew in James’ direction
the next instant.

Halten had used a rather powerful sword formation. The sword energy
generated by each of those swords was enough to take out a cultivator in the
Permanence Acme Rank.

Before the swords had reached him, James shot himself upward and stopped
somewhere a few thousand meters above the ground.



As if they had a life of their own, the swords changed their direction and
followed James closely.

James swiftly raised the Death-Celestial Sword and gave it a powerful swing.
The immense power of the black sword was unleashed instantly, and it
managed to stop the advance of the swords coming after James.

James unleashed the power of the Death-Celestial Sword a second time right
away.

Those swords were sent flying in multiple directions and dropping to the
ground due to the force this time. Even the sword formation was shattered into
pieces.

Halten knitted his brows. He couldn’t help but feel equally amazed and
horrified by James’ powers. “He’s strong...”

‘| can tell that he’s achieved the late stage of Quasi Acme Rank by his aura.
He’s definitely not reached the Permanence Acme Rank yet.

‘Also, there’s something strange about the sword that he wields.

‘Still, it's undeniable that the man has a very solid cultivation base and
incredible powers. That was probably why he was able to destroy the sword
formation.’ Halten thought.

“‘Destroy,” James muttered in a low voice.

He teleported and appeared right next to the city’s protection barrier. Then, he
stabbed his sword at the barrier.

Time seemed to have slowed down at that moment.

Then, a soft sound could be heard as a crack started forming in the barrier. In
the blink of an eye, more and more cracks were formed as they spread all
over the barrier.

The barrier was destroyed in just a matter of seconds.

As soon as the barrier fell apart, overwhelming energy washed over the entire
Yaneiri City, annihilating every living being found in the city.



James could not detect any trace of bad karma even after he had wiped out
the existence of so many living beings. It made him feel more certain that the
city was just an illusion created by the mysterious realm.

There was only one man who was still alive and standing at that point.
“Impossible!”

Halten stared hard at the man holding the black sword.” You're only at the late
stage of Quasi Acme Rank. There’s no way you have the ability to destroy the
formation! Who are you? Our people have never heard of anyone like you
who'’s capable of doing something like this...”

“Just come at me with what you've got.”

James had no intention of explaining his actions to someone who was created
as part of an illusion.

On the other hand, Halten had lost his will to fight due to the shock of seeing
what had happened to the city.

“It doesn’t matter who you are. You will pay for what you’ve done to the
people of the Yaneiri Empire!”

Halten teleported and vanished from the vicinity.

‘I must report this to Master immediately,” Halten thought.



