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Everyone fell silent. | smiled, the scent of the a rainstorm with a cracking fire
washed over me. Logan's hands held my shoulders tight. The captains made
a line, just as they had with me, bowing their heads to him.

"Good afternoon, Logan." | bent my head back, looking up at him.
He did not look at me. "I thought | made my orders perfectly clear."
"Yes Alpha."

| rolled my eyes. "l wasn't sparing with them. | was critiquing them, helping
them adjust their stances."

"You just flew back five feet thanks to Everett. | would consider that sparing.”

| ignored the last bit. "It was amazing wasn't it!" | looked at Everett who was
now looking at me, smiling. "Just a little change of stance and he could pull
that much power! Once he gets used to it, he is going to be a force to be
reckoned with!" | winked at him and he blushed.

"Auri, | thought | told you I didn't want you training."

| loosened my shoulders from his grip. "No, you said you needed to assess
me and you never did. That's on you, not me. | was only helping. If | was
sparing with them, you would know it. People would be crying.” | smirked.

Logan sighed, running his hand through his hair. "Why do you try and find
loop holes in all my orders?"

| grumbled. "Only the dumb orders."

"This was a one off. You aren't allowed to be over here anymore. We are
going home now."

"No." | took a step away from him and put mv hands on my hips.



He had turned to walk away but now Logan looked back at me, eyes
flickering. " No?"

"NO_"

"Auri, do not test my patience or my authority."

Narrowing my eyes, | frowned. "I, Luna Auri Meadows challenge Alpha Logan
Everfall to an official match. If | win, | can come and go in the training grounds

as | wish."

The whole temperature in the grounds seemed to drop. Logan strode up to
me, staring down at me. "You are officially challenging me? Your Alpha?"

"l am, Alpha."

"If I win, you don't leave the house until | say so. No complaints and no
guestions of when vou will be able to leave."

| could feel it, his Alpha aura consumed the area and | saw out of the corner of
my eye, the captains showing their necks to him. But | stood strong against
him, almost absorbing his presence.

"l, Alpha Logan Everfall accept Luna Auri Meadown's challenge. The Captains
will bear witness to the match."

"Fine." | turned on my heel and walked over to Hector, who was looking wide-
eyed at me.

"Luna, what the hell are you doing?"

| growled. "I'm taking my mate down a notch."

‘Auri, we can beat him.' Kai was excited.

'Here | thought you would be mad at me for fighting him.’

Her excitement rolled off her into me. 'We finally get to test our mate, and
show him our strength. He's been underestimating us for too long.'

| smiled and heard swearing in the background. Bryan had come around and |
guess the captains had explained to him what happened. He looked at me,



livid but also looked at Logan who was taking his shirt off, with the same
anger.

"This is ridiculous. An official challenge?"
| looked back at Hector. "Be prepared. This is going to get ugly."

Taking a deep breath, | turned and rolled my shoulders, stretching out my
fingers. "Rules?"

"No claws or teeth. No running away. Winner is decided when one submits or
gets knocked out, unable to fight."

| smiled. "Shifting is allowed though?"

"You can't use your claws or teeth, | don't know why you would but sure.
Shifting is fine."

"Weapons?" | asked.
"None."
"Can | add a rule?"

Logan looked at me. He was already pissed, it coming over clearly through
the mate bond. "Depends."

"Don't hold back."

He looked at me long and hard. "You decided to do make it official Auri, | have
to take it seriously."

| nodded and smirked at the man before me. This is what | had wanted. |
wanted to show him all this time. | just could never find the time.

‘Should have thought of an official challenge earlier.' Kai laughed.
‘Yes, but now we have witnesses.'
She continued to laugh. 'Do you want me for this?'

'‘No, you can sit back. | want to be ready if | need to do a partial shift, in case
he gets too close.'



Kai nodded and my handsome shirtless mate disappeared from my eyes,
replacing with darkness.

"Auri." He growled. "Don't break your own rule."

| scoffed. "Your eyes can be deceiving Alpha. Maybe don't trust them so
much."

Captain Felix's voice boomed out over the area. "Let the official match
between challenger Luna Auri Meadows and Alpha Logan Everfall begin."

| nearly laughed at how loud Logan was as he raced over to me. His breath,
his steps, his movements. | could almost see him clearly in just the sounds he
was making. He threw a few good punches, but as | had with Everett |
deflected all of them. Logan spun, trying to kick me but | caught his ankle,
pulling him towards me. The action made him lose balance and allowed me to
swing him away from me, creating more distance.

"Apparently Alpha could learn a little more about keeping his balance as well."
| chuckled.

He growled and started coming at me faster. Throwing move after move,
transitioning between them nearly flawlessly. Nearly. | caught him twice off
balance in a transition, but was unable to knock him to the floor, just interrupt
his rhythm. He was very good, able to recover quickly. He still hadn't hit me,
hadn't moved me.

'You are holding back.' Kai growled at me.
'So is he." | pointed out, annoyed.
'‘Force him Auri. Force him to take you seriously.’

Growling, instead of deflecting his fist, | caught it. Taking it, | twisted it out and
threw mv other hand into his armpit. | felt his shoulder dislocate as | stepped
forward with one foot planting between his legs. | twisted my whole body,
taking his dislocated arm and as | turned, slammed my knee into the back of
his knee, making him buckle down. | pushed down hard so he fell with his face
ground into the dirt as | held him against it. a

"Don't fuck with me Alpha. You said you would take it seriously." | stepped off
of him, annoyed.



| waited with my hands crossed over my chest. He got up and | heard him spit
into the grass. Then a hiss resounded as he popped his arm back into its
socket. "Neither were you."

"If | took it seriously and you didn't | could kill you any accident, Logan. | would
love to say it hasn't happened but it has." | growled back. "So take me fucking
seriously."

| heard him take a deep breath and | felt the Alpha aura start to creep back
into the area. Then | smiled, he came at me the quickest | ever seen a
werewolf move. Laughing, | blocked his punches. He was fast but not as fast
as a Chris. He had more power behind it than Chris did but | moved around
them.

Sweeping my leg out, he jumped away but | didn't give him time to even land,
| stepped forward and punched him in the abs. Just as | showed Everett but
this time there was nothing blocking. His jump now rocketed him away from
me about 10 feet. | heard him coughing.

| ran forward and swung my leg to his head, he dodged but | used my
momentum and threw a right hook at his arm. | felt him flex his muscles as he
tried to take the impact but | heard the crack of bone beneath the muscle.

"Shit." Logan jumped back again, lower this time and out of reach of my hand.

But | didn't stop. | continued to attack, throwing him off. He came at me with a
power that | didn't have and finally he landed a punch on my shoulder, making
me slide back. He took the opportunity to attack, try to throw me off. His foot
planted and his left foot aimed for my face. It was quick but just as | had done
before, | grabbed his ankle. This time | was pushed a little back but | held
tight. | twisted his leg and he moved with it, but he used it flip over and try to
catch me with his other foot, his hand going down to steady himself.

| slide down, his leg missing me but | pushed my heel into his wrist that was
holding all his weight. He grunted as he fell on his stomach before quickly
getting to his feet. | attacked him with a barrage of punches, a few of them
landing, each time grunting as | hit. But he got two in on me as well. Over the
mate bond, | could feel determination, anger and frustration.Then there was a
burst of angry and | stepped back, slightly shocked.

'‘Cato took over.' Kai advised.



His actions became more animalistic, throwing more power behind them. But
Cato wasn't used to fighting as a human, you could tell. He was angry and it
made him nearly take my head off twice if | hadn't dodged. | smiled, this is
what | was looking for. We traded blows, and he growled. With a burst of
speed, he jumped towards me as though he was on all fours. Stunned, |
realized he was going to tackle me down.

'Kai!'

| ran towards him, his could feel the air from his hands as he tried to grab me
but the ripple of my shift started and | slipped under him, flowing like water
under his bod. But | didn't complete the change, rippling back to my human
form, standing behind him now. | heard a few gasps from the sidelines and
Cato landed on all fours, sliding to a halt before standing up. He didn't stop as
he chased me down. Logan, or Cato rather, planted his foot and started to
throw a punch and | heard it. His foot was placed incorrectly. He was off
balance.

| swallowed but stepped forward, my foot planting between his. | spun around,
away from his punch, and looped my leg around his. Pulling it out, he fell to
his knees, the planting of his feet being too wide to stop him from falling. |
used my momentum of the spin and brought my right fist to his jaw.
Unhooking my leg, Logan fell to the ground. | was breathing heavy. | could
hear his steady breath but Logan was knocked out.



