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***Auiri POV**
"Hector please! | need you to focus!"l begged
him.

He was standing in front of me, sweat pouringfrom his upper body. Bryan was
laying down onthe ground, breathing heavy. Logan was on oneknee, still
trying to recover from a kick to thestomach. Hector recovered enough tot
throw apunch at me. His movements were slow but theywere still precise,
even with how tired he was.

| stepped forward and deflected both his fistsbefore sweeping my foot under
his and he fellback

"Shit." Hector groaned as he just accepted hisfate on the ground.
| chuckled."You guys are terrible. We haven'teven been going for two hours."
"l think I'm going to die." Bryan whined.

Shaking my head, | had taken on these threecause | knew they were better
than this. Loganwas so out of shape that Pipsqueak would be ableto lay him
out. | started him on a diet and cardiowhile Bryan was doing weight training for

rebuilding his strength. He was quick but takingover the paperwork hadn't
done his strength anygood. Hector, however, | worked with one on one until

the others were done with their individualtraining. Then we would doa 3 on 1
spar sessionfor as long as they would last.

"Logan!"
| spun on my heel, eyes wide as | saw three

people headed towards up. | could smell Denisebut the other one was also a
female who calledout and another was a small child.

Logan stood up and cursed."Leandra, | told younot to come over here. | told
you multiple times.”



Bryan and Hector got up quickly as well. Hectortook my hand and pulle ne
back a little. Bryancame forward with Logan, hand on his hip.lclosed my eyes,
not wanting to scare them withmy eyes. | had told Logan to keep his
familyaway, | didn't want to be near them. Even onNova, the thought still
bothered me.

"You are here, every day, for two to three hoursand how the hell am |
supposed to just be okaywith that? Leaving me with Zachary for thatlong?
What if I need to do something?"Shewhined and | glanced up at Hector.Was
thiswoman serious?(3)

"Training, Leandra. | told you and you need tolisten to me.Zachary.Zachary
wait!"Logantried to reach out to the child but he ran past himand up to me.

Smiling, | squatted down and to be at the samelevel as him

"You have blue hair! It looks like cotton candy!"Little Zachary reached up and
touched my hair.

"l do indeed. Blue cotton candy is my favorite.Has your mom told you that you
need to becareful what you eat though? Cause that's whatnappens. Your hair
turns different colors."

He gasp."Oh no! So if | eat too much of mycotton candy.."

"It will turn this color. So be careful what youeat. You don't want too much of
one thing."Ichuckled.

"Are you training my dad?"
Inodded."l am. He needs to be extra strong."
"He already is the strongest!" Zachary huffedand | ruffled his hair.

"It wouldn't hurt to be even stronger. It justmeans he will be quicker to come
home.”

| could feel all of their stares on me. | don't knowwhat they expected me to do
with a child butapparently it wasn't this

"What are these?" Zachary went to reach out tomy shackles on my wrists and
| pulled back



"Don't touch them. | don't want you to hurtyourself. They are extra training for
me and theyare painful if you touch them.Okay?" | tappedmy ankles and neck
with the silver shackle.“These guys you can't ever touch with your barehands.
Just like you can't touch the hot stove.ltwill burn and hurt."

He nodded, twisting his hands together. | tookhis small little hands in
mine."But it doesn'tmean that | will hurt you.See. Normal hands."

"You have small hands like me."

laughed."Yes, your dac likes to make fun ofhow small | am."

"Zachary, go to your mom. I'll be back soon."

"l like you." Zachary completely ignored Loganand | couldn't help but smile.

“I like you too. Maybe one day I'll get to trainyou. | think you could be stronger
than your

dad."

| watched through the light waves as his littlebody did a couple body builder
poses and | fell onmy butt, laughing. This kid was cute and funny.

"See you around!"

| waved goodbye. Hector put his hand down andpulled me back up.
"Leandra, | don't want this to happen again.Don't come over here."
"Who is she?" She asked, obviously upset.

Logan took a deep breath."I'm not going to askyou again."l could feel his
Alpha presence seepout and everyone shifted a little bit.

| walked up to her, snuffing Logan's presenceout as | came next to him. |
stuck my hand out,keeping my eyes shut.

“‘My name is Astra. I'm a rogue werewolf whoused to know Bryan through the
Gatheringswhen | was with my old pack. | specialize infighting. Bryan asked
me to train these guys forthe upcoming fight against the Alpha King.Tosay |
have a bone to pick with him would be anunderstatement.”



She took my hand tentatively but | shookitgently. Smiling, | nodded to her.
"What do you have against the Alpha King?"

| was surprised she just outright asked but | wasprepared."My older
sister...she was beautifuland kind. The Alpha King took advantage of that.She
ended up pregnant with his child. It was ashock and she was so scared. He
didn't wantanything to do with her after that.Just threw herout. She came back
to the pack but the pack wouldn't do anything. So | said | would.Thus,Ibecame
a rogue."

She tore her hand from me but just before shedid | could feel she had started
to shake.

"That's..terrible...."

Inodded solemnly."She was torn up about it.She's worried about his future. It's
been a longtime since I've seen her.At least six or sevenyears. But | knew she
was worried for her son,being the first born of the Alpha King, whichwould
make him an Alpha."

"Her.son?"Leandra stuttered.

Inodded."Yeah. Excuse me for dumping myfamily sob story on you." | smiled
sadly at her."I'll be helping these three get back on their feetand in shape."l
slapped Logan hard on the back,letting some of the strength that Nova
addedseep into it.Logan grunted and nearly stumbledforward."l know you
must be busy. I've got afew more drills | need to run through at leastwith
Hector. So if you ladies need to take yourmates, go ahead."

| turned to walk back to Hector but | looked backat Leandra."It was lovely
meeting you."l gaveZachary a little wave."You too kiddo."

Hector turned and grabbed my hand, holdingonto it tight. He was breathing
heavily through

his nose

"Leandra, I'll be back in a half hour.You can gooff and do whatever you need
after that.But Idon't want to hear about this being an issue oryou coming here
again. Do you understand?"



She didn't say anything as walked back to thecar.Zachary hugged Logan and
then followedafter his mom. Denise hugged Bryan.

“I couldn't stop her, | tried.We were comingback from shopping and she was
invited to goout somewhere.”

Bryan kissed her head."Don't worry about it.Pllsee you backhome."
"Shower first please, you smell terrible."

Bryan slapped her ass as she walked away.All ofus chuckled at the sound of
her squeak. Theywaited until the car pulled away before Bryanand Logan
turned to me.

"What the hell was that?"
| shrugged."l don't know what you are talkingabout."
"That was one hell of a story, Astra." Logan growled.

| opened my eyes and looked at him."It wasn't astory. While she might not be
my older sister,she is real. It happened about seven years ago.Inour dig for
the Alpha King, we found some

interesting information. | met her, wonderfulwoman. She actually lives with her
son in thecity. Not necessarily as rogues but the Alphathere was worried
about the Alpha blood in her

son. He is the first born of the Alpha King, geneor no. There are about five
more woman who

ended up pregnant after her in the next 4 yearsor so. All those woman have
just been kicked outafter the Alpha King found out. Some abort butnot all.
Some think they will find favor or thatthey are the first. They get nothing." |
shook myhead.

"The poor girls are basically shipped back totheir old pack with nothing. He
just continues tolive on going from woman to woman."l sighed.“She has a
nasty attitude and | wanted to take herdown a peg, so sue me."

"That was a little petty.” Bryan chuckled,coming back over, stretching his arms
androlling his shoulders.



"Why would it matter?"

| blinked at Hector and then looked over atLogan."Logan?" Silence followed
as Loganwalked past me."Are you serious?"

"Go ahead Auri, enlighten them."He growled.
"Why didn't you tell them?" | walked up to himand pulled his arm back

He was looking down, his heart racing."Bryanprobably has already guessed
but he isn't my

son. He's the Alpha King's son." 2

"THEN WHAT THE FUCK ARE THEY DOING INOUR HOME?" Hector yelled
at Logan.

"Hector, calm down."Bryan came over and puthis hand on Hector's chest.

"Because Zachary is innocent. He doesn't knowbetter. Should | have just
kicked them out when Ifound out?"

"YES!"

| sighed. Logan had done what | asked. He hadapologized for his behavior, for
hurting them,and leaving them high and dry. He still wasn'tbeing completely
honest with them. It was onlygoing to hurt them.

"How are you okay with this?" Hector slappedBryan's hand away.

Bryan shook his head."He's right, Hector.Zachary didn't ask for this.Leandra
used herpregnancy against Logan. Hell, she might noteven have known."

Hector looked at Bryan and Logan before lookingat me."Astra.."

| shrugged."It doesn't matter to me.Frankly,I'm more interested if this upsets
her enough tohave her contact someone. That's just on the

intelligence side of me."
"I'm going to head back."Logan grabbed his bagand threw on his shirt.

"I'll go back with you." Bryan ran after Logan ashe headed to their Jeep.



Hector crossed his ams but didn't move. | put myhand on his arm.

"You can stay if you want. | planned on making agood dinner. Wouldn't mind
the company.”

Logan stopped for a moment but just threw hisbag into Jeep. Bryan also did
and hopped into thepassenger seat."See you tomorrow Astra!"

"No you won't! Tomorrow is Sunday.l don‘twant any of your asses near this
place."l smiledand waved.

"Come on. Since they are dipping, we can goinside and chill," | hit Hector in
the abs and hedoubled over.

"That hurts!"

| laughed."Sure it does."



