
Chapter 84

"Queen Logan does have a hilarious ring to it

though." This time Auri blew smoke in my face,

smiling, breaking the long silence that had

stretched between us.

I chuckled but my voice turned serious."I never

wanted to involve you with this. I don't think

even Micah could account for what happened. It

passing to you."

"Talk  about  being  unworthy."She  smiled.“If

anything I've done nothing but compound

wrong decisions that I thought were right at the

time.Well … " she paused, putting the cigarette to

her lips."..some of them I would still make

again. Even knowing the outcome. I guess that

makes me an even worse person that you."She

had a goofy gin as she looked at me.2

"Would you stay?" I looked at her, seriously.

"Stay?"

"Here. In the pack after the battle. This house

can be yours. Do whatever you want with it.

Though I wish you would move back to the pack

house. At least on Saturday nights."

She shook her head."You've got enough

problems in that house other than adding me to

the mix.You work those out first." Her cigarette burned down and she hissed, throwing it into the

ashtray."As for after the battle. It depends. I've

got a bone to pick with the BloodHunter coven.

My plan is to wipe them off the face of the earth.

We are planning to get some intel while Micah

had most of his resources pulled of his bases."

"Pipsqueak?"

"Yeah, she is one of members of the crew I've

been rolling with for the past couple of years. She

could get past Morgan's black list for the guild

requests."

"Then  what?"

She shrugged."Stop taking Nova. I don't have

any reason to continue with it. As long as they

are gone and so is the Alpha King."

"Then you'll die."

"And then I die." She turned, leaning her back

against the support beam again and her foot

sitting on top of the railing.

"Is there no cure? Nothing?"

Auri leaned her head back and closed her eyes."

Not much is written about the side effects of

prolonged and overuse of healing potions. It's

why hospitals don't use them."She rubbed her

finger."All sensation gone. Pain and pleasure.

You don't feel anything, like your nerves have  been severed. But like all drugs, it has it's limits."

"So it healed some but not all?"

"And some incorrectly."

I sighed."So there isn't anything?"

"I'm tired, Logan." She looked at me,the

maturity I had noticed earlier now making her

look much older."I've been fighting for so long.

I've made my decisions, taken my wrong turns.

If I can do something good to make a change I

think deserve to be able to just rest."

"You're only 24, Auri. You still have so much

ahead of you."

"Yeah, I can see it now.High Councillearns I'm

the Alpha King and the shit show commences.

Putting everyone back in danger. The cycle

beginning again. The Huntress, who was not

sneaky about her identity, made more than a few

enemies. All the leftover BloodHunter or

followers of the old Alpha King coming after

me."She took a breath."All the while taking

Nova. As it slowly erases more and more of me.

My mind eroding at night into the memories and

nightmares.I'm too fucking tired."

How could I reply to that? I walked over to the

bench that was against the house and sat down.

The dying light, it silhouetted Auri. Her pose,a strength and beauty mixed with a sadness.

Taking out my phone, I took a quick picture of

her.My phone notifications popped up and I

have seven missed calls from Leandra and

sixteen text messages. I swore. It was already

seven.

"I missed  dinner."

Aurichuckled."Oh no! Not Sunday dinner!

You're gonna get an earful." Her sarcasm

coming through loud and clear."You should call

her though, so she knows you're okay."

I hit the miss call notification and put the phone

to   my   ear.

'Logan, I said to be home by dinner!'

"I'm sorry. Time got away from me. I didn't

check the time till now."I could feel how tired I

was in my words. Leandra missed it though,

Diting     back  at   me.

'The sun is going down! You should know better!

Frankly, you've been a terrible father for the last

few weeks. You've been working all the time, you

aren't home to watch him when I need you to.

You just don't care anymore,Logan.'

"Leandra, I am Alpha of a pack. I have duties I

need to attend to. Being busy is part of that.I run

companies and we have a fight against the Alpha King coming up. I can't just can't shirk my

responsibilities."

I looked up at Auri. Her eyes were closed, head

still leaned back, but a smile played on her lips as

she listened. My eyes settled on her lips and

when my heart started to race I looked back

down.

"I've been a bad Alpha the past couple of years

and I need to start making up for that. If you

want to have your friends over to the pack house

and keep Zachary with you that's fine. It's going

to be busy for a while."

'How dare you Logan! All their husbands are

there to take care of the kids.'

"Yes, and guess who manages the pack while

they are taking their break? Who do you think

gives them that break? Leandra, I'm not like all

your friends mates."

Do you want me to take Zachary? Cause I will.I

will take him to my mothers and then we can see

how  you  feel  on  your  own.'

Igrowled."Don't threaten me,Leandra.It won't

get you anywhere but on your own outside my

territory, alone."

I heard her huff but she changed the subject.'

Come home. I'm going out with the girls tonight and Denise has refused to watch Zachary for me.

I mean really.'

"I'll head back now.I'll talk to you when I get

back."I hung up the phone and sighed. Running

my hands through my hair, I tried to calm the

anger that had bubbled up.

"A real piece of work that one. What give her the

audacity to threaten you?" Auri was looking at

me, the smile still playing on her lips.

"She thinks she has leverage with Zachary. Or

maybe she thinks the Alpha King will come to

her rescue? Who knows. I hate that she feels she

can use her own  child like that."I  stood up.“I

should   go."

Auri sat up."Thanks again."She brought her leg

closer and hugged it, resting her chin on her

knee.

I walked over to her and ruffled her blue hair.I

froze as she leaned her body into mine, her head

against my chest. Her eyes were closed, face

blank.It was only for a minute before she leaned

back up and looked away from me, out over the

front yard.I stepped back and made my way

down the porch stairs.I stopped before I reached

the bottom and turned back to her.

"Stay Auri.After you go on your crusade. When

your  finally  done.Come  backhere." 

"Why?"Her question came out more like a

breath.

I looked up at her. Her tiny figure on the railing.

The house seemed too large for her, like she was

just a decoration to it, swallowing her."Because

I don't want you to die alone. Not again.I'd

rather you have someone here. Me, Hector,

Bryan, even Denise. We still care about you. That

should count for something."

"I'll … .think about it." She said after a few

seconds.

"Thank you."I walked away from her and got in

the Jeep.As I started to drive away, her voice

reached my ears. She was signing and I listened

to it, let it fill me and bring a smile to my face.

Until I was too far away and I couldn't hear her

anymore.

It didn't take too long to pull into the garage.It

was one of those times, that as I pulled in,I

forgot the entire drive between. I had my heard

wrapped up in our conversation that I completely

just went into autopilot home. Bryan opened the

door  and  I  walked  in.

"You've got blood on your shirt, Alpha."

I looked down. Auri had been covered in blood

and when trying to save her I wasn't thinking about it. I didn't care though.Comparatively,a

little blood on a shirt meant nothing. I also knew

it wasn't my place to tell Bryan of her condition.

She probably would have never told me if I

hadn't just found out.

"You  also  smell  like  cigarettes."Bryan's  eyes

narrowed."...did you go see."

Leandra strode in from the kitchen, her hands on

her hips.Whatever Bryan was going to say lost."

Logan, you need to take some responsibility as

Zachary's  father."

"You know Leandra, I never hear the other

woman complain about being a mother.

Complain about taking care of their own pups.

Yet you seem to do it so often."

Bryan next to me snorted and turned around,

facing the front door. His hands covered his

mouth.

"Excuse me?"

"Leandra, I'm exhausted. I've still got a

mountain of paperwork waiting for me. I've got a

pack to manage. I've got a war on my hands.As

the mother of my son, you should absolutely

understand what it takes and maybe not go out

so much or take Zachary with you when you go

out. Maybe find some friends who also have

pups."

Her face screwed up in the most unattractive

way, telling me just how angry I had made her."

Then choose your pack over me! Over your son!"

She stomped up the stairs and when she reached

the top of the second floor she turned to look

down at me."No wonder your mate abandoned

you."

I was put the stairs in a second, my hands around

her neck, slamming her into the wall. My eyes

were dark, Cato growling from deep down.I

wasn't choking her but I was pinning her against

the wall uncomfortably. Fear had replaced her

anger and she clawed at my arms, her legs trying

to kick at me. I felt a hand on my shoulder and

turned my head slightly. Bryan was standing

there,looking at me with a serious face.②

"Alpha."

I looked back at Leandra."Watch your tongue.I

will not tolerate disrespect in this house."Ilet

her go and she dropped to the ground."My mate,

our Luna, was someone with more strength than

even the Alpha King. She was kind, beautiful, and

forgiving.But Leandra.."I pulled her up by the

arm so she was standing.".I am not as

torgiving as she was. I will let it slide this once

but if it happens again, I will not."

Turning, I walked into my office. I heard Leandra

start to break down crying and run off into her bedroom. Bryan had followed me into the office.

"First time I've seen you turn on her. Something

happen at Auri's?

"She reminded me."

"Of?"

"Who I am.Who I'm supposed to be."

Bryan smiled as he fidgeted with a book in one of

the shelves."I'm assuming she beat it into you?"

"She didn't have to."I sat down and looked over

the paperwork in front of me."I expect you and

Hector to be back at training tomorrow. We also

need  to  start  working  through  the  information

that Auri gave us."

"Yes Alpha."Bryan was smiling at me.

"What the hell is wrong with you?"

"It's good to have you back, Logan."
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