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Auri was quiet for a moment before she lifted herhead from my chest. | looked
down at her andwatched as her hands came up and brushed thetears aways.
She cupped my cheek and pulled itdown to her, kissing me. My eyes widened
inshock. This was the first time we had kissed onthe lips. Cato purred but |
didn't know how toreact. When she bit my lip, the shock broke andmy hand
wove into her hair.l kissed her backwith a fever and a need to tell her how
much lloved her. How much | missed her.My heart beatfast and hard

She leaned back, staring at me, waiting for me.Isearched her face for anything
that might fix myconfusion. That might tell me why. None camethough. Auri
didn't say anything. Her hand woveinto mine and she stood up. Walking
around thebench, she pulled me along through the house.We reached my
bedroom door and she opened it.She didn't stop but walked through to
thebathroom.

Standing there, | watched as she pulled the shirtover her head and unlatched
her bra.My eyesroamed her body. She was still so thin but at thesame time
she was other worldly beautiful. Herfingers hooked her pants and she pulled
themdown, underwear and all. Reaching in, sheturned on the shower.| didn't
understand why she brought me with her. Her hands roamed mychest as her
fingers unbuttoning my shirt.Untucking it from my pants, she pulled the shirt

off, her body brushing mine as she reachedbehind me and pulled it off.

| stood frozen where | was. My mind raced ofwhat was happening in front of
me, what wasunfolding. She reached my belt and finallylreacted, grabbing her
hands in mine.

"What are you doing, Auri?"Her head cocked to the side."Taking a shower."

| blinked, my hands letting go of hers as sheunbuckled my belt and tugged
down my pants.Just as she had done with hers, her fingers hadlooped my
boxers and dropped them down aswell. Weaving her hands back in mine,
shetugged me towards the shower.Auri stepped infirst before she pulled me
in. Closing the showerdoor, she left me under the water, watching heras she
turned her back and started to lather soaponto her body.



Cato hummed inside of me and for a moment hetook over, | watched as my
hands reached andrested on her hips. Chuckling, Cato walked back,pleased
with his work. | stood there, feeling herskin, the curve of her hips, and the
warm waterrunning down her body.It was enough to make me shiver. What
the fuck was | doing? What wasshe doing?

"Auri?"l growled out

"If you're just going to stand there, you canhelp." She handed the luffa over
her shoulder.ltwas bubbly with the body wash | used. The scentwas all wrong
for her but it was all that was inhere

Slowly, I pulled my hands away from her hipsletting my fingers brush against
her back.Grabbing the luffa, she pulled up her hair solcould start at her neck.l
scrubbed gently andaware that as | brushed across her mark sheshivered. My
jaw was set as | focused as best as Icould on gently scrubbing her back. |
started togo further down her back to her round ass and Isquatted down as |
scrubbed. Her hips swayed asshe separated her legs so | could wash her
legs.Washing the inside of her thigh, | leaned in tooclose and the smell of her
arousal hit me.Freezing, | tried to control myself.

My vision was blurred as | slowly tried to finishscrubbing her. She lifted her
feet up andlbrushed the bottom of her feet. Steppingforward, | closed the
distance between ourbodies, handing her back her luffa.

"Thanks." She murmured.

| watched over her shoulder as she scrubbed thefront of her. Watched her as
she scrubbed herchest much harder than | had. The luffa scrubbedbetween
the valley of her breasts and then shescrubbed under each one. She moved
to her

stomach, making circular motions as she
scrubbed down her body. Bending down a little,she scrubbed her legs, her
ass bumping into mylegs. My mind was lost in the haze that was thiscreature

in front of me. | refused to move, afraidif | moved, | would pounce this woman.

"What are you doing to me?" My voice croakedout



She turned around. Standing on her tip toes, shereached over my shoulder,
pressing up againstme as she putting the luffa back where it washanging. The
electricity burst through my bodyand | shook

"| said taking a shower." A smile played on herlips, lips that she currently were
biting."Did youwant help? To wash?"

| closed my eyes."Sure." It came out so quietldidn't think she heard me.

Turning around and reaching for the soap, herass bushing me again.| almost
coughed but sheturned back and lathered up the soap in her hands.

"You don't use the luffa do you?"
“NO_”

She nodded and reached up to me.l flinchedunder the soap as it touched my
shoulder.Auripaused for a moment but when | didn't sayanything, she swirled
the soap over my

shoulders and across my chest.As she did, herright hand ran over the soap
trail,gently

massaging my skin. | closed my eyes, feeling theelectricity as she rubbed my
shoulders.

Her hand pushed gently, massaging my chestand back up to my other
shoulder.Between hertouch, the pressure and the electricity, mymuscles

relaxed more than | had felt in years.She soaped further down my chest and
down myabs. After all the training she had ran us

through, the pudge | had acquired over the yearsof not training regularly had
disappeared.l alsohadn't eaten out since | came back from

vacation. Just as she had done before, her handran against my skin. Her
fingers stopped as shefelt the scar that was left from the Alpha King.They
brushed ever so gently.

"I'm sorry it scarred." Her voice was small.
| smiled,looking down at her."l happen to not

mind scars."



A smile played on her lips again and she

continued her massage. She pushed her thumbagainst my muscles,
massaging them into arelaxed state. | closed my eyes again, reveling inher
touch. The soap scrubbed my hips and thendipped down. My closed eyes
now flung open asshe ran the soap along my shaft and then downunder my
balls. She didn't pause though,

bringing the soap to the inside of my thighs aswell. Her hand started it brush
down and | couldonly squeeze my eyes shut and pray to thegoddess | had
enough hold of the thin threadthat was my control.

| sucked in a breath as she massaged my hips andran her thumbs along my
pelvic bone down tomy dick. She never paused, never lingered longerthan her
initial massage. Squatting down, sheput a little more pressure as she ran her
handsdown my calves, even going between my toes.

"True around."She ordered, still squatting

down.(2)

| did as | was told and felt her now start from thebottom and go up. She felt a
few more scars onmy back and her fingers did linger a little longeron the love
handles | still had yet to completelyget rid of. Auri wove her fingers up my
spine justunder where my hair started and | heard her setthe soap down.
Pumping the two-in-one shampoo bottle, she started to lather it in herhands.

"You might...need to get lower. You're too tall."

| didn't reply but | went down on one knee,myleg slipping between her feet.
She came up

behind me and her hands ran through my hair.Her nails scrubbed against my
scape and Isighed. She ran her fingers through my hair.Before the battle, she
had sat everyone down atthe other house and cut everyones
hair.Aurimassaged my temples and down the sides of myhair. She was
thorough, making sure shemassaged every part.

"Close your eyes."



She gently pushed my head into the stream ofwater. Her fingers combed
through my hair asshe rinsed the soap out. When her hands left myhead, |
carefully stood, making sure not to knockinto her with my foot.

"Turn around but keep your eyes closed."

She was lathering something else and | figured itwas the face wash | never
used but just kept it inthe shower in case one day | might actually care.l
opened my mouth but shut it as both of herhands reached up and cupped my
cheeks. She ranher fingers softly across my skin. Her thumbsrunning under
my eyes, as though she was releasing all the exhaustion that gathered
there.My mouth pressed in a line as her fingers

brushed my lips. She also ran over my nose andput pressure on my forehead
as her hands ranthe length of my face

"Take a breath." Her voice was hushed.

Both her hands held the side of my face as shetipped me back, the water
falling down my face.She continued to brush her fingers across my

face as the water streamed down over it. Pullingmy head back up, she
brushed the water out ofmy eyes. Opening up my eyes, llooked at her
andrealized tears were coming out of her eyes. Shewasn't sobbing, there was
no hitch in her breath,tears just leaked out of her eyes. My hand cameup and |
brushed her cheek. Auri smiled, it wassoft and almost sad.

"It's been a while since I've seen you."

My mind raced. She had been seeing me with hertouch.She was making a full
image of me. Mybreath hitched and | closed my eyes, trying tonot cry. She
said something so honest and sosimple, my heart wanted to
shatter.lhadn'trealized | started shaking until Auri held myhand and frowned

“I'm sorry. Did that make you uncomfortable?"
"Not at all."

Auri's hands came back up and took my faceagain, she pulled me down to her
and kissed meagain. It was so soft and gentle. My handsslipped to her hips
and | pulled her closer.llovedthis woman so much. Every thing she did.
Smallor big.l loved her. | would never stop loving herShe held everything |



was in the palm of herhand. | was hers,and | would give her anythingand
everything she asked of me. No matter thecost

| felt her lips separate and | tentatively allowedmy tongue to move into her
mouth.She swirledher tongue around mine and | moaned.| couldfeel myself
get hard and | tried to pull away fromher but her hands moved from my face.
Theywove their way into my hair and pulled me toher.Holding her hips tighter,|
used my strengthand pushed her back, our faces still only inchesapart

"Auri, what are you doing?"l breathed at her"Showing you love."

A frown wove its way and her thumb came downto brush my lips. Feeling the
frown

"I'm not taking advantage of you, not when youcan't feel”

She shook her head and kissed my frown. | felther breath against me and it
sent goose bumps down my body.

"Logan, | know I love you. | may not be able todip into that but it doesn't
change the fact.|

don't feel the mate bond.Just the electricity,justyour scent fills me. You've
done nothing but bepatient with me." She paused."It allows me tofeel
physically though. It allows me to feelpleasure and pain.It would....."Auri didn't
finishthe sentence as her forehead rested against mine.

It would be the last time she could feel physicalpleasure,| realized. Hearing
her say that sheknew she loved me made me soar but | just felt asthough |
flew to close to the sun as she asked mefor her final feeling of physical
pleasure.My eyesclosed and | leaned into her forehead.

"l love you Auri.l love you so much."

"I know." She put her hands on my chest andsplayed her fingers across me.
Finally, | just took a deep breath,breathing inthe forest and spices. Breathing
in her arousal.Kicking off the water, | bent down, wrapped myarms under her

ass and lifted her up. She

squeaked a little and giggled as | carried her outof the shower. | didn't bother
with towels. | justcarried her to the bed and laid her down gently.Hungrily, my



eyes roamed over her naked body.Auri shifted a little, her hand going up and
grabbing my pillow while turning slightly toclamp her thighs together.I growled
and leanedover her. | took each side of her ribs in my handsand | just allowed
myself to feel the smoothnessof her skin as | ran my hands down her body.

"You make me lose my mind."l hummed,climbing on top of her.

| brushed a hair out of her face and traced theline of jaw. Auri closed her eyes
and leaned intomy hand.Leaning down, | kissed her lightly, mylips just sitting
on hers.l smiled as she shiveredunder me. | pressed harder and tasted her

with anew vigor and need.l needed her. | needed to feelevery part of her. To
file away every touch, everyreaction, every sound. | would remember every

moment of our moments together. Of this
beautiful woman beneath me. She gave me her

all, when she felt her all wasn't enough.l felt thesame. Tonight though, | would
show her that wecould be whole together.

She whispered against my lips,"I'm yours."



