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| leaned down, trying to pick up one of the twinsstuffed animals on the
floor.Quickly, | realizedwith how late | was into my pregnancy, that wasnot
going to happen. Instead, | squatted down.ladded it to the pile of toys in my
arm. There wasa knock on the front door and | smiled

"Come on in, it's open!"

"You know,Luna..."Lila came in, closing thedoor behind her."..you really
shouldn't leave itopen. Even if you know someone is coming over.Especially
someone in your condition and withAlpha being gone."

| shook my head, walking over to the toy bin wehad for the kids and emptied
my arms."Yes,well. If someone got past the entire border

patrol, plus the extra patrol | know encircles thisplace, then | would have no
chance anyways."

She came over to me and pulled me into a hug."Goddess, he's getting so
big."Lila put a hand onmy belly.

"He's growing faster than Tyr did. | calledMorgan. He is supposed to come
and pick thekids up from school since they might induce metodav.”

"If anyone would manage to having a strongerfourth child, it would be you."

| laughed and walked into the kitchen.I cut her aslice of cake and poured her
some hot tea."I'vegot enough on my hands with Tyr being theclone of Logan.
Even the twins take after him.ltwould be nice if somehow my genes won out
foronce."l poured a cup of tea for myself as well.

"How are Freya and Sif doing with all this? AndTyr?"

"Excited to be big sisters. They are happy thatthey can boss someone around
like Tyr bossesthem around."l chuckled."Tyr is just happy thathe will have a
brother. Even out the genders inthe house.

Lila cut into her cake and took a bite. She sighedand took a sip of tea."Are you
worried? Since thetwins birth was such a tough one?"



| shook my head."No, | have a feeling he will beeasy.Plus, the twins were
fighting over whocame out first. They just continue to be moremischief than |
was prepared for but | shouldhave known."

Laughing, Lila took another bite. Over the years,Lila and | had become far
closer as friends.Shehad to retire as Captain from the Alpha Kingfight after
she lost her left arm.Her and Ibonded over losing our ability that we thought
definedus. Over the years though,we both found ourplaces. We also built a
friendship that only grewwith time.

"How is AJ and Jax?"

(Fine.Boys.l swear, they grow up too fast. Thenext time | find another dirty
magazine underthe bed, I'm just going to take out the pages andglue them to
the wall."Lila said bitterly as shesipped her tea.

| coughed, laughing between my sips."Goddess,your mate would be so mad."
"Not as mad as yours."Igrimaced."Let's not go there."

"Alpha is going to flip his shit, Auri.You haven'tbeen able to get in touch with
him at all?"

Shaking my head, | let my eves fall to the floor.“It's still radio silence. The High
Councll

requested it that way but it's also been a monthlonger than what was originally
forecasted."l bitmy lip."I'm just worried that he got intotrouble”

"Our Alpha? Getting into trouble? Never!" Shelaughed and | did too.

"l am a little anxious about what he is going to say. He said after the twins that
was it since itwas so hard on me. We weren't trving )

"And here we are, five years later. Having a crazypowerful mini-Alpha growing
in your belly andan Alpha knowing nothing about him. As muchas | would love
to be a fly on that wall,| don'teven think a fly would be safe."

Shaking my head, | finished my tea and put themug down into the sink."l miss
him. | hategoing through all this without him."l admittedout loud for the first
time.



Lila came around and pulled me into another
hug."l know,Auri.l know."

| rested my head on her shoulder,failing to keepthe tears from falling. She
rubbed my back andtried calming me. Logan had been called awayfor a High
Council request. Not a blue scroll,thank goddess but still a request.

No one outside of a handful of people knew thatthe Alpha King gene had been
removed. So inorder to keep me safe and out of harms way,Logan continued
to step up. This request wassupposed to last three months, a
missionregarding trafficking of supernatural children.

The High Council didn't want any contact as theinformation had been
secretive. Bryan andHector had gone with him as well, leaving me very lonely
in the packhouse. Denise had decidedthat it was better to go to her parents,
since shewas already nearing the end of her ownpregnancy. This would be
her second and shewanted to be near her family. | hadn't found outabout my
pregnancy until after Logan was gonel didn't have the usual signs but when |
realizedlwas gaining weight faster than what | waseating, | knew.

| had tried to get ahold of Logan for months.Trying to see if maybe he would
be able to sneaksome time but so far there was no reply.Lilastepped up as my
friend and went with me to allmy appointments and with the kids. Morgan
didas well. He was ecstatic that he was going to beGrandpa to another rascal.
Logan had alwaysbeen my support system though and it hurt thathe was
away. That he might actually miss thebirth of his child.

"Sorry."l took a deep breath, leaning back.“I'mokay.Moment of weakness."|
wiped my eyes ofthe tears.

Lila ruffled my hair."You, my dear, are anythingbut weak. You are so strong
that if there isanyone who flawlessly took over the pack whileAlpha was gone,
all while having intensecravings for spicy food, it would only be you."
"Goddess, I'm not that short!" | swatted at her hand

"You are absolutely that short. You are theshortest adult here."

Igrumbled."What time is it?"

"It's 10:30am.We should probably head out,right? Your appointment is at 11?"



| nodded."I'm going to grab my overnight bagjust in case.”

Walking up the stairs, | took a breather on thesecond floor before walking up
the to the third.The kids all stayed on the second floor,underLogan and I's
bedroom wing.We always set upthe nursery next to our bedroom though. |
had toredecorate and repurchase furniture since wehad donated all of the
items we had years ago.Walking in, | reached over to the rocking chairand
grabbed the overnight bag | had packed theweek before.

Before | went back down to Lila, | went into ourbedroom and pulled out one of
Logan's

sweatshirts from his drawer. It still smelled likehim and | thought if | wasn't
going to have himhere, the least | could have was something thatsmelled like
him. Walking down the stairs, it wasa little easier but when | reached the
bottom | putmy hand on my stomach.

"You okav?"Lila came over and put her hand onmy back

"Yeah. He just kicked really hard."l| squeezed myeyes shut, breathing through
the pain. After afew breaths, | straighten up and smiled."Let'shead out.”

She had driven her SUV and | climbed into thepassenger seat, throwing my
bag into the backseat. Getting in, Lila started the car and pulledout

"What are you calling him? | feel like you haverun out of good names? Unless
you're actuallygoing to name him after the superheroes

| grimaced."No.l have been calling him Vale."'Unlike your mate, | am not well
versed in anymythology, let alone Norse ”

Smiling, | shook my head."Vale was the son ofOdin who avenged the death of
his brother.Healso was said to grow to full adulthood in a dav."

"Fitting considering that he's full grown a fullmonth earlv."
Inodded."It was the least likely to be made funof as well”

Lila turned down the main road."l don't thinkanyone could make fun of your
kids,Auri.They walk in and command attention, even astoddlers."



Music started to play over the radio and | closedmy eyes, sining quietly along
to it. We fell into acomfortable silence when | felt the a familiartwinge in the
back of my mind.

‘Luna.’

‘Captain Rider, what's going on?'

The mind link coming through clear with one ofthe new captains. He was
actually the son of alate captain who passed away at the battle withthe Alpha
King. Logan told me | was no longerallowed to wear my silver bracers after
the toughpregnancy with the twins. It had weakened myalready weak body.
Over the years, | had built upmy strength again but | never put them back on.lt
relinked me with the pack and | was reinstatedas Luna. That had been an
interesting week ofexplaining what exactly happened and how | wasalive.(3)

'We have an issue.’

| placed my hand on Lila's shoulder."Lila, pullover for a second."
The car pulled over and | closed my eyes.'What'sthe issue,Captain?'
There are a group of vampires that are headed

towards the territory from the North.

[How many?"

Captain Rider replied,.'Ten, Luna.

| cursed.'Do they have any insignia or anything?'No. They will hit the pack
territory in about tenminutes. I've pulled Group 2 and 6 to come and

help.

| nodded.'Grab Group 14 and 12 as well from theEast side. | don't like that
there are ten. Theyaren't a rogue band. This might be an attackLet's keep it as
Isolated as possible.

Yes Luna.

‘Captain, keep me posted.



The mind link went blank and | looked over atLila."We are under attack from
vampires."

"Who the hell would attack us now?"Lilasounded as confused as | felt.

"Most know that Morgan backs our pack. Wealso have had a good
relationship with the HighCouncil and with Logan being the Alpha
King...”Imused, unable to think why someone wouldattack now.

Lila pulled back onto the road and we continuedthe drive into the city. It would
still be anotherfifteen minutes before we reached the doctorsoffice.Justin had
moved to his own practice awayfrom the main hospital and so | just started to
gothere instead of the hospital. One thing | didn'twant to tempt was Logan's
fury at using adifferent doctor. That was a battle | wouldgraciously give him,
taking the extra time to

drive to the office.

The car was filled with a nervousness now.| satback,listening for Rider to
checkin again.lknewEverett, who took over the east side, would beable to
help. My worry was what they were doing.It seemed too convenient with
Logan gone. Theyweren't afraid of our reputation, that much wascertain.

"Auri, relax. They will take care of it."

| must have been letting my face show myanxiety."l know. | just can't
understand whyvampires would attack. It doesn't seembeneficial.”

We lapsed back into quiet. My eyes closed but Iwas trying to keep my face
relaxed

Lunal!
| sat up.'Captain, what's going on?'
The vampires crossed the border.Just as they

did, three of them took on our group but theother seven broke off. They
headed West.

My mind raced. What was their objective?'Didyou get anything out of the
three? Are they dead?'



They are dead, thanks to Captain Everett'sbackup. They knew Alpha was
gone, Luna.Theyknew he wasn't on the territory. They arelooking for
something specific.

| put my hand on Lila's arm."What would theywant? They know Logan is gone.
Only a few of usknow he is actually gone.We've kept it underwraps and how
the hell would vampires know?Why would they care?"

"Where are they headed Luna?"
“West, he said.”

Lila tsked."Well, the only thing major to theWest from their position would be
Kirk, were weare going now."

| chewed on my lip. What was | missing?
Luna?
Yes Captain?'

We are chasing them down but they are too fast.The three distracted us long
enough that wedon't know if we can catch them. We don't have any coverage
over there to get there fast enough.Captain Everett has alerted the city. They
aregoing to start shutting down.’

| nodded."With Logan gone..."l stopped,myeyes widening."Lila, the only other
people whowould know Logan was gone would be the grouphe is after. The
group who has been behind atrafficking ring."

"Traffickers? If they knew that Logan waselsewhere, why not attack the man
who theymost likely just lost a ton of money to.It wouldmake sense."

"Lila, they only go after children.They go afterwerewolf, fey and half-blooded
humanchildren."My voice went an octave higher.

She swore."They are after the school."

| nodded, both of us feeling the fear.Lila's twochildren and my three kids were
currently havingclass there. The car started to go faster, Lila

stepping on the gas.



“Lila, the group won't make it. They won't behere fast enough and the school
needs to be

evacuated.”
"Auri, you and | are in no condition to be doinganything.”
"We have to." | gripped the seat."We have to

protect out kids."



