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***Logan's POV***

My hands were holding my son. He was crying,the cord still attached to Auri. |
was shaking.Shewas dead. Her heart stopped. She had breathedher last
breath. The mate bond felt like a flowerthat had gone grey and withered
away.| stared atthe small little life in my hands. The pup I didn'teven know that
was coming. My voice couldn'tbe found.My mind blank.(4)

Justin ran up to me."FUCK!"He threw his medbag down and started to take
out different tools.l watched as he tore a piece of duct tape with histeeth and
covered the wound on her neck. He laidher flat on the ground and pulled out
adefibrillator out of his bag.“ALPHA! CUT THE CORD!”

| looked at the cord and | pinched it. My nailselongated and | sliced it, still
holding onto theend since | didn't have a clamp.

"STARTING!"

| watched as he paddled Auri's body. It jerked andl pulled my baby close. |
had him against me,watching in horror. | vaguely was aware thatmore of my
warriors had joined us. Justin justcontinued to work, he counted again,
touching the paddles to her chest. His tears were fallingdown.

Logan, how do we fix this? We have to fix this!'Cato cried from inside but | had
no answer for

him.

"She was supposed to come in today!" He yelled."Damn it, LUNA!" He yelled
and slammed hisfist into her chest.

That's when we all heard it.A small gasp.

Justin's eyes went wide and he started barkingorders. | watched as Everett
came over andpicked up her body, transferring her to thegurney.

"ALPHA! Wrap that pup in something to keephim warm. Follow us to the
hospital NOW."



The doors to the ambulance slammed shut and llooked down at the little baby
in my arms.Pulling my shirt off, | wrapped him up in myshirt. We were both
covered in blood but | justlooked down at him. His hair a shock of white.

"Little Vale, what happened while | was gone?How did you get so big?" | put
my finger in hislittle hand and he closed his fingers aroundmine. | tried to
smile but | just watched as mytears fell against his head."Vale, | don't know ifl
can do this with your mommy."

"Logan!"
Bryan strode and bent down."The..fuck..who isthis?"
| looked up at him but he looked distorted

through my tears."Auri died. She died, Bryan.lheld her throat, but she
said..she ordered me..tomake sure he was okay."l looked down at Vale,his
cries had stopped, his little hand holdingmine."She gave birth but she died.
She died. Themate bond just withered away. Bryan, | don'tknow..."| started to
sob.

"We need to get to the hospital,Logan. He needsto get checked out. Justin
took Auri there as well,right?"

| nodded, holding Vale closer to me. Bryangrabbed me under my arm and
pulled me up.Unsteady on my feet, Bryan held me by my

shoulders until | stopped swaying.l nodded tohim again and we started to
make our way to thefront of the school.

"I'm going to take care of the kids. Send themhome for the day. She had
evacuated them all tothe gym in time. I'll take care of Alpha's kids aswell."
Captain Everett spoke to Bryan but he waslooking at me."Auri and Lila, they
both savedthe kids here."

"Make sure you take care of Lila. We will buryher as a Captain. Retired or not,
she gave her lifeto protect this pack."Bryan replied, making surehe kept a
hand on my back as we walked.

Bryan opened the passenger door and | climbed



in, never jostling Vale. He got into the driversseat. | took the edge of the shirt
that was stillclean and | wiped off his little face. | felt a

searing pain and | squeezed my eyes shut. Therewas still a thin thread left of
the mate bond.lItried to cling to it, hold into it for dear life. Everyso often it
would flicker out but | just continuedto hold it as tight as | could.

"What's his name?"
llooked up at Bryan."Vale. His name is Vale."
"He already looks like Auri with that hair." Hemused as he drove

| nodded and touched his tuff of platinum hair.He moved around a bit and |
repositioned myhand under his head.

"Did you know?"

| shook my head."She said it when | mind linkedwith her as | came into
range."

He swore."l thought you were done after the
twins)

"So did 1."

"Do you...feel her?"

| bit down on my lip."l can feel it flickering.ltwithered into a thread and I've just
been holdingonto it for dear life. Trying to not let it go but itflickers. Slips
through my fingers sometimes.”

"Auri is strong, Logan. She won't leave us thateasily."

'He's right. | can still feel her as well.Just barely.She's fighting again. Fighting
for us.' Cato added

It was so different this time. | had felt the pain.lhad felt the mate bond wither
away before but tofeel it wither and go grey. Feel it as it blew awaylike dust.l
couldn't function. | was on auto pilot.| just held tight to the precious child in my
armsAuri had ordered me to help. My head still hadn'tgrasped the situation.



“Let's go!" Bryan left the Jeep, running in frontof the emergency room and
opened the door forme

| climbed out and walked into the room. Nursesswarmed me.
"Alpha! We will take him."

llooked down at Vale, asleep in my arms.| didn'twant to let him go. My eyes
filled with tears.

Bryan squeezed my shoulder

“Let them take him. He needs to be check out."

| placed him gently into the arms of a nurse."Hisname is Vale."l said quietly.
"We will take good care of him Alpha, don‘tworrv."

Watching them walk off, my hands felt empty.ljust stood in the middle of the
emergency roomwith nothing. Bryan pulled me into the doorspast the main

room and pushed me into therestroom. | looked at myself covered in blood.
Myshaking started to worsen but Bryan still held myshoulder, grounding me

"Clean up Logan. I'll grab you a shirt."

| nodded and leaned over the sink, unable to takemy own reflection. Bryan left
my side and lturned on the water. Starting with my hands,lwashed off her
blood. | scrubbed my arms aswell. Once | looked clean, | leaned against
thesink and closed my eyes. The mate bond downwas more than a single
thread. It was more of aribbon. | clung to it for dear life. As | held onto it,l felt a
soft hand brush my cheek.(2)

"Auri!" My eyes snapped open but | was aloneShe reached out through the
bond! Our mate isgoing to be okay!" Cato cried out Not until | see her, hear
her. | can't have hope.lcan't hope.' | closed my eyes again

"Logan,here." Brvan came in and handed me ashirt

Pulling it on, | took a deep breath. We walked outof the restroom just as nurse
rushed out of theoperation room. llooked at Bryan and he



shrugged. We sat down in the chairs outside thedoor and | leaned forward. My
elbows on myknees and my head in my hands,| focused onholding the mate
bond. Not letting it go

IIAIphall
llooked up, startled.l looked at the clock. Threehours had passed.

"Your son is doing good. Perfectly healthy.Herwater had actually broken and
even though itwas a month early, you wouldn't know. Thereare a couple more
tests we are running but heshould be all set to go by tonight.”

| nodded."I'm not leaving until.."l looked atthe operation room.

"We will talk care of him Alpha, as long as youneed."

"Thank you."

| took up my original position, scared that megetting distracted would make
me lose the bond.It was still there though, thicker.Color comingback to it

rather than the grey that it had turned.Bryan got up and | looked up.Justin had
comeout of the room. | stood as well, staring at him.“Justin...”

"She's okay,Alpha."

My knees buckled and I fell to the floor.Bryangrabbed my shoulder for
support.

"l don't know how, honestly, with those

wounds, | genuinely don't know. She refused togive up though. We got
ourselves one hell of aLuna."Justin ran his hands through his hair.“There is."

| looked up at him, my eyes filled with tears."Alpha, she won't ever speak
again."2

My eyes widened and | felt Bryan's hand clenchand start to shake.

"The damage to her neck.her vocal cords is notrepairable. We did what we
could, so it wouldn'tcause her pain in the future, But.."Justin's voice

trailed off.3



My head bowed and my fists balled up. Auri was going to to have to go
through it again.Part ofher soul, her identity, ripped away. Our kidswould
never hear her lullaby again. Vale wouldnever hear his mother's voice. |
started to sob

"She's alive,Logan."Bryan kneeled next to me“l need to go check on the baby.
I'll come backand tell you when you can go in to see her."Justin left us in the
hallway.

| squeezed my eyes shut and sucked in my breath"She's alive. She made it."
"Bryan, she's never going to sing again."

He nodded."But she will be there. It will be anadjustment but you guys have
done it before.Overcome everything thrown at you. You canovercome this ”

My lip quivered and my tears flowed down mycheeks. Bryan picked me up off
the floor and setme back in the chair. | leaned over and tried tobreath through
the shaking, through the tearsTaking up the chair next to me, Bryan kept
ahand on my back as lleaned forward.We waitedin silence, only listing to my
own deep strangledbreaths or the clock on the wall

It's okay Logan. My family is what defines menow. Not just my voice or my
strength.

My head shot up.'Auri?' My disbelief in hearingher. Cato whined.
Who else? Silly Alpha.'
| stared at the door.'Justin hasn't cleared us togo in yet.

She chuckled through the link.'I'm here. Even ifthere is something separating
us.

Auri, you died. You died." | cried with Cato.

| know but | couldn't give up on my promise.lcouldn't stop fighting. But
Lila..she...

We will take care of Lila's family, | promise.'lstood up and walked to the door,
standing a footfrom it."'Why must you do this to me so often,Auri.lI'm going to
lose every thread of sanity Ihave left.!



Aurichuckled again.'How's Vale?'

Justin went to check on him but the nurse toldme he was good about five
hours ago. Healthyand full term even though he was born a monthearly.

‘Vale was the right choice then,

This time | choked out a chuckle.'Grew to anadult in one day? Your humor is
not amusing,my love.!

It's called being clever, Logan.

IHe looks like you. Has your platinum hair.Alittle tuff of it. He didn't even cry
that much.Heldonto my finger the entire timel

"Goddess, if you are bothering her through mindlink, | swear | will kick you out
of my hospitalnow." Justin came strolling up

"She started it."Was all | could get out.
Tattle tale.

| smiled as he pushed open the door with hisback. He was holding Vale, now
swaddled in ablanket. He gestured to me and | walked in after

him. Auri was sitting up against a pillow.Herneck and shoulders were wrapped
in bandages.She was smiling though and | went to her side.Leaning over,
shakily | pressed my lips to hersgently. My lips left hers and | kissed the top
ofher head.

Justin leaned over and moved her hands gently.He placed Vale in her arms
and she smiled wider,tears coming to her eyes. | sat on the edge of the

bed, pressing my body into the pillows. | let herlean against my chest and kept
my cheek pressedagainst the side of her head, looking down at our baby.

Her hand ran over his face gently. Vale cooedagainst her touch.
He's beautiful.

Of course he is, he takes after you, my love.



Her head leaned into mine. Justin had steppedback for a moment, watching
us. He was smilingbut | could see something else. My eyes

narrowed.

"Justin?"

He cleared his throat.“Vale is healthy andstrong. All his tests were normal."
"But?"

Auri had tightened her hold on Vale. My handwove around and held her arm
as tight as | dared.Justin shifted his weight before he leaned overand pulled
the blanket back. Vale was no longeras red as he had been when | bundled
him upJustin exposed his right side and turned himslightly to my view and
looked up at me.linhaled sharply.

Logan?' Auri sounded scared. She couldn't seewhat Justin was showing me
but instinctuallyshe pulled Vale even closer and leaning furtherinto my body.

"He has the Alpha King mark.Auri, Vale is thenext Alpha King."



