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Aurora: 1

There was still one hour left in the patrolling
shift. I was sitting on a rock, my legs swinging a
little.

I waved at a fellow guard passing by.
“Phoenix!" he waved back with a smile.

mMMWldndneold.andmybacktnn'tﬁom
alltbeexhamﬂonfromtmuwem-wm

ended, se*xy.w:l'dcomelnngwtwlﬂ\
you

lnhisfreehand.twheldaamallpackofgmmy
bears, "Peace offering,’ He said.

I snorted, "How generous!”

I took a red one and popped it into my mouth, °1
was crazy about these whenIwas a kid. Now,
 realize this is the weirdest snack,’ | mumbled,
chewing.
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~veah. I was in love with those cardboard
crackers they handed out back then.”

We sat in silence for a minute, just watching the
dark sky with no stars. There was a slight tinge
of orange that was starting to appear.

Jai leaned back on his hands, *Have you ever
thought of running away? Like... not forever...
butjmtforablt.Awayfromallmlsth,ﬁnda
beadl.eatfnedamﬁ.mmtmh.mduﬂes.no
hospital calls.”
lgavehhnaﬁdeeye.l-lenevetcomplwled
abauusro\m.'mnveonwhnt?ommy
bears?”

-Shut up!” he smirked.

lmmmmmmwwmnl
mﬂumhﬂnmtmfﬁgﬂu.l
.q:md-lmm

umlayauulmﬂerewmmm
ammum-tmum my heart
drop. walking behind them were Luna Tamia
and Tina.

We were both well hidden behind a tree,butl
comdseethemclearly,swﬂlngrlgmmderﬂ\e

light.
1 felt my chest going tight, and I almost forgot

20:08 -
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how to breathe for a second. My whole body
went still.

Listening to someone, talking about them, was
one thing, but seeing them like this was another.
Two years!

it had been two years since I last saw them.
“Because Luna's order, slave! It’s Luna’s order.”

'l‘hewadsednedlnmymnddntmfollowed
me.ldw-apoddoctor.l-lehndakudy
u'ededuyhck.mlookuatﬂbevllwm

mmqmmumuaﬂa
nldledq-the...lktﬁ...lzlt
happened just tOmOITOW. &

M.lmw“ho@myhﬂr,
ml:lnsmynlbeleveulm‘thdd

anymore.
zvammmmmymmm

Jai must have noticed right away. His arm
around me, "Hey'" he said quickly, “You
okay, Phoe? You're shivering!”

1 didn’t answer, 1 just stared at them.
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They were too busy talking... of maybe consoling
a crying Kiara.

Jai followed my gaze and scoffed, "What's their
deal now?"

Kiara was stillcrylng.andthewomenarotmdher
were crowding in, trying to calm her.

"You're the best, silly, Luna Raya tried to
reassure her, "That's why you are our head
warrior”

'l‘lnawasalsopomherback.'maﬂhe
plentyofchancu.'l‘heungwlloee.h-tdon't
give up right now”
Wekeptmmummwmml
didn'tuyanymmuywﬁtmdl
m&:ﬂﬁmmwm:eﬂ't
Jallcanedablt.wwdingmybee.‘l’lwe...m
lsit?'heakedmgetﬂy.'vonlmknem
seen a ghost”
Mmaslglulﬁmnybllnkedandbohedaway.
*It's nothing;’ 1 muttered.

Thankfuily, those vile women started walking
away, not sensing our presence. 1 turned my
head to look at Jai, who was already watching

me, "Really!" I shrugged, “It's really nothing”
He raised a brow, "Doesn’t look like nothing”
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I rubbed my arms, trying to control the shaking,
“It's something... from my past, okay?" I
whispered and moved my eyes away from his
face, "I'm... 'm not ready to talk about it."

All this time, 1 had thought I had become
sn-onger.mtm.lhadmmedweaker.Allthose
nights when I secretly thought of slapping Luna
Tamia and Tina were nothing but a fantasy. A
wishful thought.

Jaiheldmymmatwereplacedonmyhp,
'Youdnn'thnveto.huthwl‘mhere,yuh?‘

lpvehinanﬂmd.lﬂllnotmeﬂngmeyu.

The women had vanished far away, and here I
was still living in my past.

m.wwwhommamm
mwedwmnhemmemm,'lm‘t
your duty over?”

lptwwlﬂnmdamlmﬂcklytﬂedmwlpemy
face.

Shit! I was crying.

Jai had also gotten up and was now telling some
silly joke to Todd.

Stupid boy!

He was trying his best to divert Todd's attention
from my wet face.
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On our way back, we were walking quietly when
1 suddenly asked him, "Hey. Where are the rest
of the gummy bears?”

A slow smile made its way on his lips as his hand
disappearedimohispocketaMcameoutwiﬂ\a
pack.lsmnchedltfromhlmandpoppedsome
into my mouth.

'Umm.'lcloeedmyeyu.andlalhadtoholdme
to keep me from falling.
Watdsuurhewamd.andmandalyw
eyes glazed over.

Mind link.

mmn.mwmww
Whmmlmdlhhm

Wemdmwml-lgﬂdhhwh
eoneem.'WultAl:hlhhe?

Henoddetlmlllookedmwmyqu.
Whenhupotz.hllwoldsnndemymdl

drop in panic.

'Blakegavememlsmeuagemdaskedmem
comeyitmyou:hepausedforamomem.m
Sebastian... he wants to meet you. TOmMOITOW.
Before lunch.




