L ¢4 46 46- Advantage

46 46- Advantage

Phoenix: 1

While walking to the Alpha quarters, I missed Jai.
I swear I missed him.

He didn't know what these vile women did to me
and my face. In my initial days of treatment, he
used to flinch while wrapping the cotton gauze
around my waist.

Luna Tamia had burned the skin of my back, and
it took a whole year to heal.

With a sinking heart, | was trying to make myself
stronger. That was not fair.

All this time, I was practicing how to face King
Sebastian. This was something unexpected.

Once I reached there, | was ushered into the
guest room where Tina was lying on the bed,

holding her knee.
Luna Raya and Tamia were also there.

Several lines appeared on Luna Tamia's
forehead, maybe due to my mask. I even caught
giving a questioning look to Luna Raya. | was
sure, Luna Raya must have mouthed silently...
Later!

“Can you please have a look at it, Phoenix?" Luna
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Raya requested me sweetly. At least she was
giving me respect in front of the Royals, "We
were taking a walk in the garden when she
stumbled and fell, hurting her knee’

Until now, I couldn't feel any heat in my palm.
But once I brought it closer to Tina's knee, it
started glowing.

'l‘imletoutashalpgaspmemomeMmyhand
hovered above her skin.

-Oh... careful; she whimpered, dabbing her
templewlﬂlasilkhandkerchlef. *Just look at it.
lt'sterriblyswonen..'smmdforwardm
have a better look, “Raya. Look at this. Tell her, 1
ewldhardlywakbaek.CansomeomPleaseask
Sebastian to come here?”

menmnemadcmymnsupabeat.

ldldn'treplyandplacedmyhandgelﬂyoverher
hiee,letﬂngltabsorbthewarmﬁlfrommy
hand.ltseemdnkeanﬂnorspram.

Luna Tamia was standing nearby, and 1 didn't

even try to look at her. Myonlyjobwastoheal
the woman and leave.

I sensed her stepping closer to me as if she
wanted to inspect the technique. As a fake witch,
it must be natural to be this curious.

*Now come on, Tina dear. You are about to
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become a queen. Show some strength,’ A
crooked smile was playing on her lips. Her eyes
moved from Tina to my masked face, "She
tripped over a few plants. Nota cliff. Ha-ha’

She was being sarcastic. 1 wondered what
happened to their friendship.

Tina raised her face and gave her a wounded
look, "Luna Tamia. Dldn‘tyouseethegownthat
almost tore? ltwashumﬂlatlng.'Shestarted
crylng.andlwmtedtorollmyeya at this
cringeworthy performance.

hmpthnmmd.barelyhldlngher
mmement,'Seblwlllbesodutreuedwbenhe
will learn about this fall. Aww?

M'scyesntnpatd\emmonofm

'ramia.measesendammdllnktokbl.'l-ler

ﬁngersbnuhedmehemofherpwn.adjlm
it.

1 forced myself to keep my face stoic. Every time
they mentioned Sebastian, my chest tightened in
grief and longing.

“Done | said softly, removing my hand from her
knee, “You'll feel better by tomorrow morning.
Rest for now.’

I was trying my best to avoid any kind of eye
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contact.

Thankfully, Luna Tamia and Tina were busy with
verbal attacks, and that spared me, | guess.

*Thank you, Phoenix;’ Luna Raya clapped her
hands twice... or maybe thrice, “You're a
miracle’

Coukiﬂneybeueveﬂ\atshewasmesamewoman
whowentcrazywhenlmedtohealheuon?

lgotupfrommebedandbowedamﬂebefore
when 1 reached near

’

remarked
loltyom'hmlylnam,amlltdamagedyour
face too.

lslowlyumwdaroundaxnkeptmyeyesonﬂ\e
floor.

Look down, slave! Her orders still echoed in my
head. 1 still remember those painful lessons.

[ wanted to stay calm. My wild heartbeat could
grow doubts in her heart.

*Can you show me your face?" Luna Tamia’'s
smile had vanished, and the only thing I could
see was cold interest.
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Why did she want to look at my face?

Igavea bewildered look to Luna Raya, who was
herself struggling to understand this weird
request.

*Oh, please, Luna Tamia. No..." She started
shaking her head, ~you won't be able to se€ this
ugly face without flinching. You'll puke. Trust

11N

Formeﬁrstume,ldtdn‘tfeellm\nwdbythe
wayLunaRayamedtocomlncethem.

worse.wmeseewlnt'smem.bout.'

'mestemlsmc:mudl.?ouwon'tbe
abletosleepformewholenl@\t.mnkof'nm.
Your Highness'

1, at last, raised my face and looked at Tamia,
who took a seat on the couch and was now
enjoying the discomfort she had stirred.

She was acting like she had turned deaf and
couldn't hear Raya.

1 clenched my jaw and decided to speak for
myself, "1 can't. I don't remove my mask in front
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of people 1 don't feel comfortable with.”

The smile onherfacevam:hedauhegottolwr
feet, "Your voice..."

I didn't let her complete.
A Lycan’s Granma? My ass!

“Yes. That's what I'm left with. My voice. I lost
muummnwmwm
-yﬁeebyw.nr-quumdy
made to look at beautiful things. Please forgive
-e...ynw..'lw

With that, I turned on my heels and left the
room.

For the first time, I feit happy for myseif. A long

time back, they took advantage of my
innocence.

But not anymore.




