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Aurora/ Phoenix: 1

My arm was hooked through Jai's when I entered
the hall where our pack had thrown an official
party for the Royals.

Lightmusicwasplaymgmmebackgroundwhﬂe
everyomaroundwubmymmgagoodﬂme.
chatting, and drinking.

'l‘herewandamﬂoormﬂ\eeemr.butm
omcoulddamenﬂeuﬂlemdeddedtogo

'Yeah.lhopeitmysllkemh.'ldm\mbledmd
walked in a direction. I was not a party person,
butAlphaBlakewantedmemamndlt.

"King's orders; he had told me, “The king wants
every pack member to attend it”

I was wearing a faun colored gown embellished
with silver embroidery and white pearls that
caught the light with every step, paired with a
matching mask.
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It was not too sex*y or revealing. I had given up
on such clothes a long time pack. Men wanted to
see my face after finding my skin too smooth to
resist, and I couldn't afford their screams after
their discovery that 1 was nothing but an ugly
duckling inside that mask.

Jai and I must have walked a few steps further
into the crowd when 1 spotted Kiara.

She was stuttering in our direction like she
owned the place. Her gown barely covered her
thighs, its backless design revealing smooth
skin.leavlngpstenoughtomemmgmaﬂonm
goldensm:nmeronherdnestmtchedherheeh.

Whenshecmghtsightofm,shesmlrked,and
her steps got deliberately slow. Her eyes were
scanning me as she came closer.

Here.lmededtobeclvlltoher,butooddess
knewwhyshehatedmesomuch.'l‘herewere
only a few female warriors who genuinely liked
me.

Otherwise, most of the females despised me,
including Raya and Kiara.

My lips curled up under the mask for a half
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smile, which | was sure she couldn't see or
feel, due to the mask covering my face.

Her smile didn't falter as she spoke, but her
words were like daggers, “You've got two hours,
Phoenix. After that, I want you back at your post.
Got it

Iblinked.smmediorasecoMbeforelﬁnally
fomdmyvoice.'l‘hlseventlsmunthr
everyone, Kiara™

ﬂieooekedupabmandshmmed.%ndyw
mmmmumw

“You did last time, when it was youwho was
partying”
Snddntneemwuhemymwel.u
menhﬂluﬂcﬁnmm'sm

mghhm,mmvewamﬁr
Goddess’ sake’

Asmnl.shedldn‘tnheltwelwhenhespob
up for me.

“What's going on?" We all turned around when
wefoundlm\akayamndingcloseby.Shehad
the same fake smile pasted on her lips, *Phoenix,
I'm sure it's the usual drill. Right;' she gritted
through her teeth and looked funny, “Your head
warrior reminding you of your duties and Jai
favoring you as usual. Right Jai?" she turned to
look in his direction and I couldn't ignore his
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clenched jaw. 1
At that moment, it felt strange.

They always seemed to be against each other. Jai
as always taking my side, and Raya as always
trying to blame him for something 1 didn't know
of.

She wanted to speak more when her eyes glazed
back, "Phoenix. My husband wants you to join
him on the VIP table;’ she pointed in the
direction where her husband was seated..

Henoddedmheadwmnoureyumt.

'V\myamlmededmere?'luldwmy
breath. umkayaandl(hrahadakudywalked
away.

»1 don't know; Jai followed my gaze and then
tapped my shoulder with his index finger, “Don't
worry. I'll stay nearby” He then leaned over as if
he was going to kiss my cheek, but rather he
whispered, "Rub your nose several times and I'll
take the hint and I'll come to save you.

Perfect!

1 nodded at him and then scurried to the table
that was on the other end of the room.
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"Alpha Blake,’ I bent my head a little and then,
without looking in his direction, | kneeled, "Your
highness.

Luna Raya had already taken her seat next to her
husband, while Kiara was sitting next to Beta
Brian.

'laskedyouhsttlmemttomeel,"l‘omght.Ms
voicemmtagenﬂeasmelastm. It had an
etbemlt.neforelcouldme,hewasmere

hemlneupbyholdmgmyebow.

lﬂedandnoddedathlm.'Myapologies.your
highness”

halwlty.lddn'tmwhatlm
Mbr.wmwaheanngme not to
kneel or bow?

'n-eﬂeﬂun&'mmredmuﬂsme
seat beside him.

llookellso\lldmeonﬁulon.Wnn‘ttm:dnir
nppouedwbefor'l'lnﬂ

lmﬂs@udmmm:ﬂnhadﬂ\at
smile, but her eyes were throwing daggers at
me.

*Sir ... your highness..." | still didn't look at his
face, "I ...how canL.” My hands trembled
slightly as I clutched the hem of my sleeves.

“Why not? You have to if I'm asking you to; he
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then leaned forward, his breath fanning warm
Monmydnekuhewhllpu'edinmyw,
*If you won't, I need to carry you. I'm sure you
won't like that®

uypitw..lﬂhhﬁﬂ.dqu
were watching mme.

1 felt my face burning in embarrassment. Raya
and Kiara must be wondering what he said, and 1
--.Wk
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