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Phoenix: 1

When we hugged each other, wé stayed like that
for a few seconds. She rubbed her hand on my

back before pulling back.

~vou can do it, sweetheart, she assured me,
~vour Moon Goddess won't leave you alone. It's
youwhomedtofaeeﬂledemom.'

lnoddedather.holdlngherhands.

'l'lmissyou.'ltoldher.uﬂherﬁngerl
ﬁglnenedaromdmme.

ﬂmhyonmo.m'uhemdmd
ﬂ;enlookedhemldme.lwuﬂlenmchke
where Raya left me behind.

'Ywn\ouldwdtlme.l‘mmmﬁom

yompad:willcomelooungforyou:[m
convinced.

It was more than a week. By now, they must have
assumed me dead and might be celebrating.
With a sigh, I closed my eyes.

"Hey!" she cupped my cheek, "Trust me on this.
Someone will be here for you. If no one comes to

you, then return to my hut;" she offered me, and
it warmed my heart.
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ghe then slipped something into my palm, ':My
pakery address {s there, Visit me someday, |

nodded at her.

When she turned away, 1 quickly slipped the
mask over my face. It felt so good to spend my
days without It.

Before disappearing among the trees, she waved
at me with a smile. Iwavedbackmddwnut
down on a rock.

Nowlmededtowdtfouomonetoukeme
Mm.mmmemremomwdmu
family.

Mmhumelmededwmbrmym,u
MWIM&M&MMM
mlybeltwnumeford\emwma\ep.ck.

1don't know, Luna Raya, why you hate me 50
much, If Jai rejected you, then of course I was
never the reason. When I joined your pack, you
were already married to Alpha Blake. If you two
have a past, then you can't blame me for
something I didn't do.

I'm not Maya. I'll never eye someone else’s
fiancé.

1 looked up at the sky and smiled to myself.
Thank you, Moon Goddess, for letting me meet
Kiki and giving me a new perspective on this life.
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Now 1 knew what [ needed to do with my life.

 stayed on the rock, hugging my knees as the
sun dipped lower. what if Kiki was wrong? What

ifnoonewouldamve?
Wm‘fmwtrvmctosetﬂdofme?

Too many What ifs...

No. Kiki wouldn't do that-
“""MW,M&W”M
anymore.

'Ww&ummum

Maybe no one was coming. Maybe | should §°
back to Kiki.

Just then, a sharp crack echoed in the woods
es rustied and a branch snapped nearby. My
breath hitched in my throat.

sound. Someone was coming. -

A giant beast emerged from between the t

its body nearly brushing the branches. He was
thick, muscular, covered in jet black fur. And it
was huge.

Its glowing eyes locked
froze. i on me, and | completely
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Goddess! Who is this?

[ was expecting a werewolf who might come
panofmepnglewhﬂelookinsforme.

Wemntmwbmﬁmp‘du
only a few days?

There was a feral look in his eyes that had made
me turn into a statue in fear. My legs wouldn't
move, nor could 1 scream. In panic, I dug my
fingers into my arms. The beast took a step
towards me... then another... slowly... carefully.

Like, it couldn't believe I was actually there.

| swallowed hard, my eyes flicking around
helplessly, "K-Kiki?" | whispered my friend's
name for help, though I knew she was long gone.

However, this Lycan didn't growl, nor did it roar.
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Instead, it came closer and slowly lowered itself
onto all fours, crouching just inches away. Its
face came down to my level, and it stared deep
into my eyes.

1 frowned in confusion. Like, come On. Attack me
and kill me. Make it easier for both of us.

Then, to my complete shock, it crawled closer.
Okay.Soasawarrlor.lneedwﬁgltbeforehe
kills me. | reminded myself.

ltslongmreachedout.andlpreparedmynlf
brﬂnbw.lmeudmyepm“
turned my face away, bracing for impact.

So is this the end? The death? Maybe I should
round him and attack him from behind.

Mﬂnwwmrcme.mbngmm't
strike, but touched my waist.

1 flinched.
By now, my body was shaking all over. These
beasts were known to be unpredictable. They

mlghtattackyouwlﬂ\thelrclaws and leave you
behind until you die.

But...

But its touch was gentle. Too gentle.

I felt fts arms wrapping around me. The grip
wasn't tight or rough. It was gentle. | opened my




67 67- Enjoy The Ride

twm*“-‘““"
touch - and let out a low rumbling grunt.

| leaned my head against the beast's chest and
closed my eyes.
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mmwmwmttp\ﬂeﬂu
cb-er.mn(meﬁoluturdbody,mdmen...
mmumm

lwun'tmwhenltwm-e.uﬂ
tlnzldh‘t.vu_nh-n“l
m-unq-uqqum.

Leave the first comment for this chapter.




