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Phoenix: 1

With my eyes still closed, a big smile graced my
npsaslsnemmdmymonmebed.!'ouom
reason, | felt fresh and happy.

merammymmmym.lopenedw

lquk:klycheckadmemukonmyhoeaMtook
aslghofrenef.'l‘lmlghltdldn'tmattertome
anymorelf.ownehndseenmyfaoe.

Kiki was right.

I needed to remind myself that the mask was
there because of others, not because | wasn'ta
confident woman.

After running my hand through my hair, I left the
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bed and walked to the bathroom lazily. However,
after 1 opened the bathroom door, I regretted it
as soon as | saw l(ingsebasﬂansteppingoutof
the shower.

Shit!
What was | even thinking?

lhadgmesﬁl.mtmwlnganlmh.mot
forgetunghmvmm

lhndmmam*bdmlm.yu.lt
wanomnlhthewuemlfwwldmm

nﬁedmuuﬂ.humoh.mnewu
beautiful

Mmmu&pﬁaﬁuuw
toe? His body was covered in tattoos.

Mmﬁ‘n.nﬂ.mmhb
di*ck...

| swallowed hard, trying my best to move my

gazeaway.butmhwuymmldeyudldn‘t
want to look anywhere else.

'Can‘tstopsmmg.sweeﬂwart?l?.mm
view?'heaskedmesllkﬂywiﬂnrahedeyebm.
ltwasasmnmlenotwlooklntomsgoldeneyes.

“Umm... ... 'm... pee... ... need to ... pee... and ...

shower, 1 pointed towards the shower head, "No
water... | mean, 1 didn't hear...”
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Oh, Please, Goddess. I was gibbering like a child
who didn't know how to speaka decent word

properly.
His face might be gerious, but1 could se€
amusement flickering in his eyes.

Before 1 could figure out whether to run, scream,
or evaporate into thin air, he started walking
towardsmewm\hlseyu\ockedonmme.

mmﬁouofme and reached out.
tried to keep my €yes

Hcmdlom-'d.mdmyeyuroledbuck.
mmwmmmmm

Goddess. Hewasgolngtotouchme.
Maybe he wanted to hold me.
Come on, Phoenix. He was a nobody.

He was just a man. Just any man.

King Sebastian reached past me, grabbed a towel
that was resting beside me on the counter, and




¢ 60 69-Sweet o

then pulled back.

He looked at me with a straight face, "You're free
to pee!’

| blinked several times before his words
registered in my mind.

-wn..wwn.qmmmwmm
what just happened.

-voumunyoummwummm
wmmmmmmm
hiding the best parts.

mmmmnﬂmuWI
denﬂnmuvmhuym
mmmm»ummm

lhndmydoubtlﬂnmmlmml(lmmm
lycmlwunght.l-lewumeonewtmbromt
me back.

1 wish 1 could stay in the bathroom, but that was

not possible. 1 had already taken a shower and
brushed my teeth.
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Come on. Phoenix, You're a warrior now. You are
brave, Right? If you can face those filthy rogues,
then King Sebastian is nothing. His nakedness is
nothing.

Go out and face him.

ldw'edmym:ndmunledadeep
wmmmummm.m
wuabredbtmphcedonmewfkeuble.

llewaededonadﬂ’.mwm
mmammummu
was ready for the day.

mnwmhnummm
No. Why would he?

wwbwdmm-ullm

m.mu.mpawwmu
do that?

anwwmumm

out of my thoughts. He was looking at me, and 1
mmmw-&mmm didn't take

metomyroommﬂnwmlorl'ml.

Memmwlnmedtomrdttheoum
seat.

ltookahummﬂzptowardsmechalr,stﬂl

wm\outanldeawhyhewupmngmesomuch
protocol.
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The last time we met in this room, 1 had slapped

him. It would be better if 1 focused on the food
instead of him.

Hmm, what have we got here? Toast, eggs, and
fruits.

I could feel his eyes on me as he offered me a
plate, "Eat”

lpickedupapleceoftoutqnedymdstolea
glance at him.

mmnmmwuuwmu

have already eaten his
Mglm-lhmlptwm.m..'

Withafrown.hemsedhbnbsideandphced
msdnnonmﬁltlikehehadalld\eﬂmemme
world.lfeltukcmyheartwo\ﬂdjmnpwtofmy
chestifhekeptlooklngatmelﬂtethls.

“Do you think I woke up before you and already
ate?" he then casually pickedup a fork and
stabbed a piece of mango, * was waiting for you
to join me. slept late and woke up just an hour

ago.
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mmnmumfmmwm.lmunm
confusion and then at him.

w.-mmlyomnunmmmm1
needed to remove my mask,

He raised a brow, waiting,

nmmd.mm.wmdu-a
mwmnﬂqmmﬂl
Mmmﬂlﬂdﬂu-ﬂm

mmmmmmqm-un
a second.

Heat crept up my neck.

wu-ddlﬁ-llﬁl
a#u“hﬁ"”l
“bp.l“bm




