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Marie's words caused that relative to form sev
“assumptions about how Shirley managed to raise tha
large amount of money, all of them negative.

Worried that Sergio might come to the same conclusion 1
and get a bad impression of the Nelson family, he quickly
shifted the conversation to a different subject.

But Sergio did reach the same conclusion. A young
schoolgirl could only become a mistress or sell her body to
earn quick money.

There were students from prestigious universities who had
high-paying jobs immediately after graduation. Some of
them even made two hundred thousand within a few
months, but this was a rare occurrence.

Obviously, the girl Marnie mentioned was not one of them.
The sick was none other than her father, so she had to do
something for his medical bills since she was a dutiful
daughter. But with limited options for earning money, she
had probably resorted to drastic measures. It was a sorry
tale common amongst the poor. 4

Sergio understood the girl's motivation for doing what he
did to make the money, so he didn't think negatively of her.

4L,

'He took the initiative to say, "Marni
' when we return.”




took Sergio to see her uncle, he could easily bump

Marnie was determined to keep Sergio away from Shirley.
She feared Sergio's memory of his night with Shirley would
resurface if Sergio saw Shirley again. '

The memory of that evening at the resort was still vivid in
her mind. The night had grown late and several of their
friends were having a blast in a pub.

Shirley quoted not feeling well to leave first while others
continued having fun.

It was Shirley who gathered her friends here, and Marnie
‘didn't know any of them. Feeling uncomfortable, Marnie
used the excuse of seeing Shirley off to leave after
Shirley's departure.

But Marnie didn't catch up to Shirley. Instead, she walked
slowly

Shirley was Marnie's cousin, only a few months older than
Marnie.

Both being young, they were often compared%»by-'f_th
villagers. i

~ When the villagers spoke about Shirley, thgy:;:;_""‘
‘her and said that she was promising.
) v




10se villagers seldom praised Marnie.

Marnie had dropped out of school and worked for a few |
years. Whenever she returned to the town, she was forced
to attend blind dates, alluding to her as an unmarriageable
girl. She didn't appreciate the kindness behind those blind
dates.

Finding a girlfriend was effortless for those who were good
-looking and had high-paying jobs.

Marnie had a high standard for the kind of man she wanted,
and she looked down on every man she had a blind date
with and summarily rejected all of them.

‘Gradually, the villagers realized Marnie was picky and
stopped matchmaking for her.

Jamal chided Marnie for this, "Why so picky? If you were as
excellent as Shirley, you can choose any man you want."

Over time, Marnie grew increasingly repulsed by Shirley, as
she had been constantly compared with Shirley.

She wouldnt have come to this place :f it were




Marnie was terrified of the scene she was witnessing. He
‘hands shook as she hastily closed the door. '
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Fortunately, the man was focused on Shirley and didn't |
notice her.

Clearly, someone was raping Shirley.

Marnie's heart raced as the words repeated on a loop in
her head. She shuddered, bile rising up in her throat.

A few minutes later, Marnie finally calmed down.
At first, she wanted to rush in and save Shirley.

‘But another part of her wanted to pretend she hadn't seen
any of it.

If the villagers found out that Shirley was raped, would they
still praise her? Would they allow their children to learn from
Shirley? No. They would look at Shirley sympathetically and
sigh that she was so pitiful. But in private, they would take
~ pleasure in Shirley's misfortune and gossip about her.

.~ Finally, Marnie chose not to push the door ope
- Shirley behind. pl




Shirley's friends were concerned, thinking Shirley was
“not feeling well. Marnie was the only person who knew
real reason behind it.

Despite the gravity of the situation, Shirley opted not to '.;-.:
involve the authorities. It appeared that she opted to
preserve her reputation.

On Marnie's way back home, she kept brainstorming how
she would expose Shirley's being raped to everyone. Then,
she was stopped by several strange men.

The strange men grabbed her to a house and asked, "Can
you recall where you were at eight o'clock in the evening
three days ago while at the pub? What did you do then?"

Marnie's face turned pale and her body trembled. Three
days ago, it was exactly when Shirley got raped.

Marnie thought the man who had assaulted Shirley knew
she was peeping and wanted to silence her.

Fear gripped her body, causing her to tremble
uncontrollably as she stammered, 'l know nothing. Please
don't harm me.” ]

However, those men believed Marnie w
| recalling what had happened that night.
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ose wealthy men.

to reconcile the image of the rude rapist with the.g_
gentleman in front of her.

Sergio admitted that he was intoxicated that evening and |
had lost control of his actions.

It was too late to call the cops since any evidence that
could have been used to prove that Shirley was raped was
gone.

Now that Sergio had dealt with the person who had
drugged him and thought Marnie was the girl he raped

that night, he offered Marnie two choices. She could either

choose to take two hundred thousand as compensation or
be his girlfriend.

Marnie couldn't believe it. Shirley was so lucky. The man
who raped her was incredibly rich.

Marnie chose to be Sergio's girlfriend.
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alm man and never lost hi |
is ear off, he always listened. A
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‘But Marnie could feel that Sergio didn't like her.

When he gazed at her, he always seemed to be analyzing
her. He was level-headed and logical in his observations g




