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Chapter 66

The semifinals of the U19 Cricket World Cup promised to be an electrifying affair as India and Australia,
two cricketing powerhouses, faced off in a clash of titans. The air around the stadium was thick with
anticipation, as thousands of fans had poured in, their faces painted in their team's colors, waving flags,
and chanting slogans. The energy was palpable, with drums beating and the hum of excited chatter
filling the air.

The venue was packed to the brim. The massive LED screens lit up with highlights from previous
matches, and the commentators built the hype further by replaying moments from India and Australia's
encounters in the tournament so far. The semi-final wasn't just a match; it was an event. Adding to the
thrill of the day was the presence of two cricketing legends in the stadium: India's very own Sachin
Tendulkar, the 'God of Cricket,' and Australia's Shane Warne, the spin wizard. Their arrival was met with
a thunderous ovation from the crowd. Cameras zoomed in on the legends as they walked onto the field,
smiles on their faces, waving to the fans.

The buzz peaked as the two captains, Aarav Pathak of India and Cameron Green of Australia, were called
onto the field for the toss. Aarav walked out confidently, while Cameron Green strode in with a calm yet
determined expression. The two captains shook hands with Tendulkar and Warne, both legends sharing
words of encouragement with the young cricketers. The match referee, Mathew Pichai, stood in the
middle, ensuring everything was set for the toss.

Sachin Tendulkar held the coin, its gleam catching the sunlight. "Cameron, your call," Tendulkar said,
flipping the coin high into the air.

"Tails," Green called confidently. The coin landed, and the match referee announced, "Heads it is." The
crowd erupted as India won the toss. Aarav wasted no time. "We'll bat first," he said with a smile, his
confidence evident.



As the captains stood by for a quick pre-match interview, the spotlight turned to Cameron Green. The
Commentator asked, "Cameron, you lost to India in the league stage. Now, in a high-pressure knockout
match, do you think your team can overcome them?"

Green nodded, his voice firm. "Absolutely. The league stage was a lesson, and we've worked hard since
then. India is a strong team, but this is cricket; it's about playing well on the day. We believe in our game
plan, and we're ready for the challenge."

Next, the mic turned to Aarav. "Aarav, India has been dominant throughout the tournament. What's the
plan for today's big game?"

Aarav smiled. "The plan is simple: focus on our strengths and play fearless cricket. Australia is a great
team, and we respect them, but this is our moment to shine. We'll give it everything we have."

After the interviews, as Aarav turned to walk back to his team, Tendulkar approached him. "Aarav,"
Sachin said, placing a hand on the young captain's shoulder, "I've seen your journey in this tournament.
You've led with composure and performed exceptionally well. Remember, today's match is about seizing
the moment. Lead from the front, and the team will follow."

Aarav nodded, humbled. "Thank you, sir. It's an honor to hear this from you. Any tips for handling the
pressure today?"

Tendulkar smiled. "Pressure is a privilege, Aarav. It means people believe in you. Stay in the present, ball
by ball. If you focus on the process, the results will follow."



As the players took the field for their pre-match preparations, the crowd's chants grew louder. The
Indian team began their warm-ups with high spirits, their eyes set on a big total to set the tone for the
semi-final. On the other side, the Australians huddled together, their resolve evident. The clash was set
to be nothing short of a spectacle, with legends in the stands, passionate fans, and two teams hungry for
glory. The stage was set for an unforgettable encounter.

The Indian innings began amidst a deafening roar from the packed stadium. Jaiswal and Prithvi Shaw
walked out to open, exuding confidence as they faced the Australian bowlers. The crowd chanted their
names, every ball being cheered, and the anticipation of a high-scoring match kept the atmosphere
electric.

Australia's bowlers, led by Todd Murphy, started with precision. The first few overs were cautious, with
the Indian openers focused on settling in. Prithvi Shaw played some crisp drives, while Jaiswal rotated
the strike efficiently. In the 6th over, Prithvi unleashed a beautiful cover drive that raced to the
boundary, igniting a spark in the Indian innings. Jaiswal, meanwhile, was playing calculated strokes,
focusing on steadying the partnership.

The partnership reached 64 before Jaiswal, attempting an ambitious pull shot off Cameron Green,
mistimed it. The ball soared high, and star took a comfortable catch at mid-wicket. Jaiswal departed for
a well-made 34 in the 11th over. The crowd acknowledged his efforts with applause as he walked back.

In came Aarav Pathak, the Indian captain, to join Prithvi. Aarav looked calm and composed as he took
guard. He started cautiously, defending the good deliveries while dispatching loose balls to the
boundary. Prithvi, on the other hand, continued his aggressive approach, punishing anything short or
wide. The duo built a steady partnership, frustrating the Australian bowlers.



Aarav's batting was a mix of elegance and grit. He played a glorious cover drive off Green in the 17th
over, sending the ball racing past the fielder. Prithvi reached his half-century in style with a straight drive
off Felix Murray. The Indian innings seemed to gather momentum, and the partnership crossed the 100-
run mark in the 20th over.

In the 28th over, the Australian bowlers got their breakthrough. Prithvi, on 111, tried to accelerate
further but mistimed a lofted shot off Todd Murphy. The ball went high, and Todd Watson, stationed at
long-on, took a stunning catch. Prithvi's brilliant innings came to an end, and he walked back to a
standing ovation.

Tilak Varma was the next batter. Aarav continued to anchor the innings, guiding Tilak to settle. Tilak
played some classy strokes, including a lofted drive over extra cover for six in the 31st over. However, in
the very next over, Aarav fell for 77. Attempting to sweep a full delivery from Murray, Aarav top-edged,
and the keeper Max Chu completed the catch. Aarav's innings had been instrumental in setting a solid
platform for India.

Tilak Varma, joined by Shubman Gill, kept the scoreboard ticking. The two worked in tandem, finding
gaps and running hard between the wickets. Tilak played a stylish cut shot off Green in the 35th over,
earning applause from the crowd. However, his promising knock came to an end in the 38th over when
he misjudged a slower delivery from Murphy, handing an easy catch to short mid-wicket. Tilak walked
back for 39.

Shubman Gill, now the best batter, took charge of the innings. His timing was impeccable, and he played
some breathtaking shots, including a straight six over the bowler's head in the 40th over. With Riyan
Parag yet to bat, Gill focused on maintaining the momentum.

Gill reached 49 by the end of the innings, staying unbeaten. He found strong support in Dhruv Jurel and
Riyan Parag, who ensured that the Indian team finished on a competitive total. The trio played sensibly,
rotating the strike and finding boundaries when needed. The Indian innings ended at 297/6, setting a
challenging target for Australia in this high-stakes semi-final.



The crowd roared in approval as the players walked off the field. With a solid total on the board, it was
now up to the Indian bowlers to defend it and secure their spot in the final. The stage was perfectly set
for an enthralling second innings.

The second innings began with the Indian team brimming with energy, their bowlers eager to defend
the 297-run target set by their batters. The stadium buzzed with anticipation as the Australian openers,
walked out to chase the daunting total. India's bowling attack, led by captain Aarav Pathak, was
determined to deliver under pressure.

The new ball was handed to Arshdeep Singh, who started with a tight over, keeping Australia openers on
their toes. His sharp swing bowling troubled the Australian openers, who cautiously negotiated the first
few overs. At the other end, Shivam Mavi complemented Arshdeep with his pace and accuracy.
However, in the fourth over, one of the Australia opener found his rhythm, smashing Mavi for two
consecutive boundaries to ease some early pressure.

The opening partnership began to flourish, with both batters rotating the strike and finding boundaries
at regular intervals. By the end of the Powerplay, Australia had reached a comfortable 68/0, with one
looking particularly dangerous.

Sensing the need for a breakthrough, Aarav introduced himself into the attack in the 11th over. His first
over was disciplined, testing the batters with a mix of outswingers and inswingers. On the final ball of
the over, Aarav pitched one full and straight. batsman attempted a flick but missed, and the ball
thudded into his pads. A loud appeal ensued, and the umpire raised his finger. first opener was
dismissed for a well-made 66, giving India the crucial first wicket. The crowd erupted in celebration as
Aarav led his team with a breakthrough.



With Jason gone, Max Byrant joined he crease. However, jack couldn't capitalize on his start and was
bowled by Kartik Tyagi in the 14th over with a sharp inswinger. The ball sneaked through jack's defense,
uprooting his middle stump, and Australia was reduced to 83/2.

The Indian bowlers tightened their grip on the match. Tyagi struck again in the 17th over, trapping
Nathan McSweeney LBW for just 12 runs. The young pacer celebrated passionately, knowing the
importance of each wicket in this high-pressure game. The pressure mounted on Australia as their
captain, Cameron Green, walked in to steady the innings.

Green looked composed at the crease, playing elegant strokes and building a partnership with Max.
Together, they added 45 runs for the fourth wicket before Aarav returned to break the stand in the 24th
over. Aarav bowled a well-disguised slower ball that deceived Max, who ended up skying it to Yashasvi
Jaiswal at mid-off. Max departed for 28, leaving Australia at 130/4.

India's spinners were introduced in the middle overs, with Ravi Bishnoi and Aarav working in tandem.
Bishnoi struck in the 29th over, dismissing Param with a googly that param misread, resulting in a clean
bowled dismissal. Aarav, bowling with precision, dismissed Xavier in the next over. Xavier edged a full
delivery, and Jurel completed a sharp catch behind the stumps.

Australia's hopes now rested on their captain, Green, but he found little support from the lower order.
Bishnoi removed Felix Uppal for 7 in the 35th over, caught at deep mid-wicket by Tilak Varma, who took
a well-judged catch under low lights.

Aarav returned to wrap up the innings in style. He dismissed green for 91, breaking through the defense
of the Australian skipper with a peach of a delivery that jagged back in sharply. The crowd gave Green a
standing ovation for his valiant effort, but his dismissal effectively sealed the game for India.



The final two wickets fell quickly. Shivam Mavi cleaned up Ryan Hadley with a perfect yorker, and Aarav
Pathak delivered the final blow by trapping Llyod pope LBW. Australia was bowled out for 231 in the
44th over.

The Indian bowlers celebrated emphatically as the stadium erupted with joy. Aarav led the attack with a
stunning 5-wicket haul, ably supported by Shivam Mavi (1 wickets) and Kartik Tyagi (2 wickets) and Ravi
Bishnoi (2 wickets) and Arshdeep Economical Spell. The victory by 66 runs booked India's spot in the
final, and the fans celebrated late into the night, dreaming of World Cup glory.



